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F ANNUAL REPORT OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
OF

NEW SOUTH WALES
FOR THE YEAR 1956

Police Department,
Commissioner's Office,

Sydney, 17th April, 1957.
The Premier of New South Wales.

Dear Sir,

I submit hereunder the Annual Report of the New South Wales Police Force and the activities of the Police
Department for the year ended 31st December, 1956.

GENERAL REVIEW OF THE YEAR.
Although not marked by many events calling for special

mention, the year was one which imposed constant demands
upon the Police.

New South Wales was honoured when Hall. The Duke of
Edinburgh, in his trip to Australia in connection with the
Olympic Gaines, visited the State. Earl Mountbatten and
Countess Mountbatten also visited Sydney. Special Police
arrangements were necessary in connection with these matters
as well as in respect of the visits to various places by other
prominent persons.

Other events included the rather protracted shearers' strike,
the foundering by a collier, S.S. "Birchgrove Park" off Barren-
joey, and a number of aircraft accidents. In respect of one
aircraft which crashed in very rough mountainous country
between Drake and Tenterfield, Police organised special search
parties which were occupied for many days before finding the
wreckage and the bodies of the three occupants.

Devastating and protracted floods occurred over large
sections of New South Wales during 1956, which involved
Police in the districts affected in the special tasks which fall
upon them under such circumstances.

The figures published later show an increase in serious crime
committed but a large percentage of these crimes has been
cleared up.

Motor traffic on the roads continues to grow in volume and
the difficulties and problems of Police in controlling traffic
are increasing. The number of motor accidents and fatalities
and injuries on the roads unfortunately continue at a high
level.

Parking is an acute problem, not only in Sydney, but in
all of the larger centres. The Police Department has actively
co-operated with the Parking Advisory Committee and the
City Council in regard to new methods of dealing with park-
ing in the City of Sydney, including trial use of parking
meters. The introduction of a system of removal of vehicles
illegally parked in certain places (referred to later in this
Report) was commenced during the year and has proved to
have a very salutary effect in clea ring the streets of vehicles
which have seriously obstructed traffic.

In order to permit of more effective supervision of Police
affairs arrangements were made during 1956 for establish-
ment of a new Police Administrative District, the North Coast
District, under a Superintendent with Headquarters at
Lismore. Arrangements were also made for sub-division of
some of the Metropolitan Divisions.

The conduct and attention to duty of Police during the year
have in general been very good resulting in a high level of
efficiency. Discipline has been maintained, a number of Police
having been Departmentally punished, and in some cases
dismissed from the Service.

POLICE ESTABLISHMENT.
(I) Scope and area of operations.

Area of the State-309,428 square miles.^(The Police
Force covers the whole State).

Estimated population (as at 30th September, 1956),
3,566,145.

(II) Personnel of the Police Department.
The following figures show the strength of the Police Force

and of the ancillary staffs as at 31st December, 1956:—

Police Force proper:
Authorised strength ^  4,736
Actual strength ^  4,700

Vacancies then existing  ^36

(Ratio of Police to population-1 to 759 or
1.32 per 1,000.)

Ancillary Staffs ^  666
Total of all employees as at 31st December,

1956 ^  5,366

DISTRIBUTION IN RANKS AND DUTIES.
The distribution of the Police in the various ranks and classes of duty performed as at 31st December, 1956, was as

shown in the following table:—
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Employees of the Police Department, other than members
of the Police Force proper, as at 31st December, 1956, were
as follows:—

Special Parking Police ^  87

Police Cadets ^  166

Women Police ^  36

Matrons 4

Special Constables (employed on various duties) 25

Bandmaster   _•

Choirmaster

Cliff Rescue Instructor ^

Aboriginal Traekers  ^8

Clerical Staff employed under the Public Service
Act—

Males ^  174

Females ^  126
300

General Staff employed under the Public Service
Act (motor mechanics, testers, farrier,
grooms, attendants, telephone operators, lift
drivers, gardener, night watchman, etc.)—

Males ^  37
Females  ^.1

—^38

Total
^

666

*A new bandmaster has been selected but not yet taken
up duty.

(III) Maintenance of Strength of the Police Force.
The following table summarises the variations in the Police

strength during 1956:—
Vacancies existing on 1.1.1956 ^ 129
Casualties:—

Discharged on pension or gratuity ^ 98 
Dismissed   20
Appointment not confirmed ^ 3
Resigned ^ 56
Died ^  21

Vacancies unfilled at 31.12.1956   36

In order to keep the Force up to strength, the campaign
to obtain recruits has been continued and no material diffi-
culty is now experienced in obtaining sufficient recruits to the
limit authorised by the Government. The total number of
Police Cadets authorised (175) was nearly achieved by the
end of 1956, but some vacancies in the Parking Police
(authorised strength 100) remain unfilled.

The number of resignations during 1956 was 56, as com-
pared with 117 in 1955. The reduction in the rate of resigna-
tions is gratifying, although 56 in one year is still rather
regrettable, as it involves the loss of trained personnel.

(IV) Police Stations.
As at 31st December, 1956, there were 478 Police Stations

in the State, both Metropolitan and country. Later in this
Report are shown particulars of Stations opened and closed
during the year. As an appendix to this Report is published
a map of New South Wales, showing the situation of each
Police Station, except those in the Metropolitan and New-
castle areas which cannot be shown due to lack of space. The
boundaries of the Superintendents' Administrative Districts
and country Sub-Districts are also shown for reference
purposes.

Total vacancies
Appointments

198
327
291

INFORMATION RELATING TO CRIME.
A return showing the numbers of different types of serious

crimes known to the Police during the years 1955 and 1956
(for purpose of comparison) is published as Appendix "A"
to this Report. These figures disclose that a total of 27,119
serious crimes became known to the Police during 1956, as
against 23,199 during 1955, an increase of 3,920 or 16.8 per
cent.

Although this represents a fairly substantial increase in
serious crimes committed, I ain pleased to be able to report
that Poli..e were successful in clearing up 21,124 or 77 per .

cent, of such crimes. I feel this result reflects creditably on
tIi e general efficiency of the Police of New South Wales, and
espeeia Ily on the attention to duty of the criminal investiga-
tion stall'.

In the following table are shown, for comparison purposes,
figures for 1956 and tin' previous five years, in regard to the
number of serious crimes reported to Police and the number
cleared up:—

Year.

--- -

No. of Serious
Crimes Reported.

No. of Serious
Crimes

Cleared Up.

Percentage
Accounted For.

*1951 ^ 18,318 13,813 75.4
*1952 ^ 21,150 15,701 74-23

1953 ^ 21,753 15,759 72.4
1954 ^ 21,147 14,822 70
1955 ^ 23,199 17,679 76
1956 ^ 27,119 21,124 77

*Note :—The figures above for years previous to 1953 i winded a few offences
in classifications which are now excluded from the new Table Appendix" A".
The number of such offences was comparatively small and dos not substantially
affect the comparison between years.

The total value of property reported stolen during 1956
was £1,209,966 which represents a material increase (about
£270,000) over the value of property reported stolen during
1955. Police action by arrest, etc., accounted for property
to the value of £956,637, representing 79 per cent, of that
reported stolen, leaving property to the value of £253,329 not
accounted for. The value of property actually recovered by
Police was £138,388, or 11 per cent, of that reported stolen.

The foregoing figures do not take account of motor vehicles
stolen. Motor vehicles reported stolen during the year 1956
comprised 4,688 motor cars, motor lorries, trailers, etc., of
which 4,575 were recovered, and 988 motor cycles, of which
904 were recovered. The number of four-wheeled vehicles
stolen represents an increase of 863 over the number for 1955,
but the number of motor cycles stolen was a decrease on the
number for 1955 by 193.

The theft of motor vehicles continues to present a major
problem, for which no satisfactory solution has been suggested.
Although Police are active in endeavouring to .detect stolen
motor vehicles and trace persons responsible for their theft,
the Police obviously cannot possibly effectively supervise the
thousands of cars left unattended on the streets, and such
vehicles present a constant temptation to steal. The value of
motor vehicles reported stolen during 1956 is estimated at
nearly £3,000,000, but a large proportion of the vehicles were
recovered.

There were sixty murders committed in the State of New
South Wales during 1956, including ten cases in which the
offenders subsequently committed suicide. Only two of these
cases of murder had not been cleared up at the close of the
year, namely—

(1) the death of a young woman from the effects of an
attempted abortion;

(2) the shooting of Kevin Courtney Gleeson at a private
hotel in Sydney on 4th September, 1956. (An arrest
has been made during 1957).

One case of murder, in which Constantine Caspendakez was
shot at Moree in 1955 was cleared up during 1956.

The Annual Return of Cases dealt with by the Courts in
New South Wales during 1956 is published as Appendix "B"
to this Report. This Return includes all the cases which have
been brought before the Courts of Petty Sessions during the
year, irrespective of their nature. The total number of cases
of all kinds for 1956 was 271,172, an increase of 16,685 or
6.5 per cent. over the figures for 1955. In addition to the
271,172 cases brought before the Courts, there were 163,921
eases dealt with under the Minor Traffic Offences Regulations
where persons paid fines direct to the Police Department by
post without Court attendance. The number of such cases
during 1955 was 61,179.

ii
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Just as an increase is shown in the number of crimes known
to the Police, so an increase is shown in the figures in those
portions of Appendix "B" which deal with offences of a
criminal nature. An item in Appendix "B" which might
occasion some inquiry occurs under the heading "Sexual
Offences" where a number of females are shown to have been
charged with rape and similar offences; the explanation is
that some women were charged as accessories to certain sexual
offences.

The total number of persons charged with drunkenness
during 1956 was 77,867, representing a decrease of 3,332 (4
per cent.) over the figure for 1955. The number of eases
before the Courts of persons driving motor vehicles under the
influence of liquor or of a drug during 1956 was 4,391, repre-
senting a very small decrease over the figure for 1955.

Offences committed by juveniles.
Figures in regard to juvenile offences are now published by

the Child Welfare Department, which in New South Wales,
is the authority specially charged with matters relating to the
welfare of juveniles. No figures respecting offences by
juveniles are published by the Police Department.

Thefts of Stock, Wool and Wheat.
The following table sets out information respecting stock,

wool and wheat reported stolen to Police during 1956 and
the result of Police efforts to deal with such offences:—

SUMMARY OF STOCK, WOOL AND WHEAT REPORTED STOLEN IN NEW SOUTH WALES DURING 1956.

Reported Stolen.^Cleared Up by Arrest.^Not Stolen as Reported.^Outstateling.

No. Value. No.

Horses ^ 28 2,282 25
Cattle ^ 143 2,543 50
Sheep ^ 2,036 6,851 180
Wool (bales) ^ 56 3,753 9
Wheat (bags) ^ 761 1,265 407

Value.^I^No. Value. No.^Value.

z
2,212 50 2^20

706 15 350 78^1,487
844 143 710 1,713^5,297
538 40 46^- 3,175
672 • • • :354^593

Extraditions.
The only extradition beyond the Commonwealth was that

of a man brought back from New Zealand for failing to appear
before the Sydney Quarter Sessions in 1956 on a charge of
robbery being armed.

Inquests.

The total number of inquests held (hiring 1956 was 2,292,
as against 2,376 in 1955. They comprised 2,273 inquests un
2,313 dead bodies and 19 into fires.

VICE SUPPRESSION.

Arrests.^Fines. Molloy Seized
and Forfeited.

Premises Declared.
Iteclarations of 211 premises as common gaining houses were

obtained on the motion of the Police during 1956, and similar
declarations of 11 premises as disorderly houses under the
Disorderly Houses Act.

Other Forms of Vice.
Again there have been a number or prosecutions for brvackes

if ow Obscene anti Indecent Publications Act against persons
for having obscene photographs, importing if indecent publi-
cations, exhibiting of' obscene and indecent publications and

...against two females rot' assisting in ninking obscen poi I o II cae 
tiOns.

Police have been active in their efforts to deal with various
forms of N'iCe.

Gaming, Betting, and Sly Grog Selling.

The following table shows result of Police efforts to deal
with gaining and betting offences and the illegal sale of

Offence.

Illegal betting ^
*Gaming offences ^
Selling liquor without license

and allied offences ^

' Thew were nenams thadst Ii aming enema, at places whcre
organiscd gambling was carried on.

Licensing of Poker Machines.
The licensing of poker machines in bona fide clubs which

came into effect during 1956, is referred to later under the
heading "Inspection of premises licensed under the Liquor
A et".

Machines Seized.
Thirteen pin machines and 12 looker machines were seized

and forfeited by Court order. An additional seven poker
machines were seized by Police, but not ordered to ho forfeited,
and the decision of the Court is still awaited in regard to
three other machines seized. These machines were seized from
premises for which no license to operate them was held or
(•ould be obtained.

Liquor Seized.
Linder the provisions of the Liquor Act and of the Disorderly

Douses Act, Police hove seized liquor from premises at which
ii has been unlawfully sold. During 1956, the liquor seized
in this way included 328 gallons and 6,539 bottles of beer,
stout, etc., 1101 gallons and 1,723 bottles of wine, 792 bottles
of spirits and 48 bottles of cider. This liquor, when Court
proceedings have been finalised, is handed to the Government
Stores Department for disposal or in some cases sold by
the Police on behalf of that Department.

There were several instamies during the year where
received information of sex parties ()I' a perverted Ha t tiro
taking place, and following Police tuition, a number of persons
were brought before the Court for scandalous conduct and
other offences. One man was charged with a number of
serious crimes against young girls :Ind youths and sentenced
to a total of 17 years' imprisonment.

Police continue to be active as far nm possible it suppressing
prostitution. The declaration of a number of the places as
disorderly houses (referred to oibove) was because of the
practice of prostitution therein, and it nundoer of persons
have been charged with suffering prostitution on tlwir premises.

The prohibition against taking of liquor into Centennial
Park, referred to in last year's lieport, has proved beneficial
in the interests of good order and of the people 1\110 use
this spacious park. A number or persons have been convicted
for offending against the prohibition Mentioned.

In previous Reports, reference has been made to the in-
ridtmee of offences denoting sexual perversion. Police continue
to be as active as is possible to suppress such offences and
to bring offenders before the Courts. However, the nature
of the offences and the conditions under which they are
practised obviously make this a matter of' $ome difficulty.
Patrols are regularly made, including patrols by Police
attached to the Vice Squad and by No. 21 Division Police, of
beaches (Ind similar places. In one case it Coliie under notice
thoit a man who was conducting a boys' e huh was indecently
assaulting some of the boys; as a result of Police investigation,
he was charged with 23 charges of buggery in respect of
six of the boys and subsequently sentenced to 4 years' im-
prisonment, There have been a number et charges (37 arrests

^3,726^58,520
^2,466^10,173

^211^4,203

430
539
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were made by the Vice Squad alone) under the new provisions
of the Crimes Act to deal with male persons soliciting male
persons for immoral purposes.

The following table shows the number of cases before the
Courts during the years mentioned for the crimes of buggery,
indecent assault on male persons and bestiality. A consider-
able increase in the total number of these crimes for 1956
is shown. There have, of course, also been many prosecutions
for wilfully and obscenely exposing person and other offences
indicating^sexual^perversion.

1953. 1954. 1955. 1956.

307 286 302 422

The Vice Squad.

The strength of the Vice Squad in the Sydney Metropolitan
Area was 73 during 1956 (it is being increased in 1957)
and there are five men on the Squad at Newcastle and two
at Wollongong. The Squad has been very active in dealing
with gaining and betting and other forms of vice. It cm-.
prises Detectives and Plain Clothes Police and there is a
regular system of interchange with the Detectives on the
Criminal Investigation staff. The close liaison thus existing
has proved very beneficial not only from the point of view
of the Vice Squad, but also in the direction of assisting in
the detection and arrest of criminals.

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BRANCH.
Police attached to the Criminal Investigation Branch are

primarily responsible for investigation of crime, and else-
where in this Report figures have been published showing
the success which has attended their efforts in this regard.
The greatest part of the Criminal Investigation staff is dis-
persed among Police Stations in the Metropolitan and Country
Areas. During 1956 I arranged for transfer to Police Stations
of sonic more of the Detectives who had been attached to the
Criminal Investigation Branch Headquarters, and apart from
the indoor staffs and the special squads who would necessarily
work from the Headquarters, there are now only comparatively
few Detectives left there. This arrangement is, I feel, in the
best interests of efficient criminal investigation, and placing
the Detectives where their services are likely to be most
beneficial.

Brief particulars of the work performed by some of the
special sections of the Criminal Investigation Branch are
set out hereunder:—

I. Fingerprint Section.
The IFingerprini Section operates as central fingerprint

bureau for the various Police Forces of the Commonwealth.
The following figures illustrate the work carried out by the
Section during 1955 and 1956:—

^

1955.^1956.
Total prints received  

^
68,201
^

67,085
Total prints identified  

^
42,309
^

43,090
Prints received from other Forces

in Australia  
^

26,279^25,993
Number identified  

^
16,137^17,127

Prints received from outside Aus-
tralia  

^
683^504

Number identified  
^

129^76
Prints sent to other Forces in

Australia  
^

292^223
Number identified  

^
74^35

Prints sent to Forces outside Aus-
tralia  

^
74^65

Number identified  ^
11^9

Exhibits brought to office for
identification  

^
304^414

Visits to scenes of crimes  
^

2,983^3,073
Prints from scenes of crimes

identified  
^

230^308
Cases in which fingerprint evi-

dence given  
^

17^27
Cases pending  

^
6^15

Prints taken of unknown de-
ceased persons  

^
44^47

Number identified  
^

24^15
Prints received for miscellaneous

purposes  
^

2,199^2,337
Names checked against records

(application for licenses and
other non-criminal purposes) 68,230 91,296

As at 31st December, 1956, the total number of fingerprints
on record at the Central Fingerprint Bureau was 571,496,

Attention is invited to the large increase in the number
of names checked against records for non-criminal purposes.
Certain of these checks are being undertaken in connection
with applications for naturalisation on behalf of the Common-
wealth Government, which meets the cost of some additional
staff for the purpose.

II. Modus Operandi Section.
Modus Operandi forms received, classified and dealt with

numbered 18,412. Where offences had not been cleared up,
1,686 forms were forwarded to Police who had likely suspects
under arrest and of these forms 1,374 were definitely connected
with offenders who were later charged with the offences set
out in the form. Following searches through the classified
records, photographs of likely suspects were forwarded to
Police in charge of many cases, and as a result 508 photo-
graphs were identified as those of persons responsible for
offences. Of these identifications 255 were in connection with
valueless cheque cases.

A total of 136 special circulars relating to crime were
distributed from the Section, in addition to the Weekly Wanted
List. New cards added to the various indices totalled 27,800,
as against 19,367 last year.

Property Tracing Section.—Property to the value of £10,150,
in respect of a total of 1,796 articles, was traced through the
records of the Section and returned to the owners. As a
result of tracing property, 153 charges were preferred against
various offenders.

III. Scientific Investigation Bureau.
Document exam in a lion .—Documents were submitted for

examination in 341 cases, information of value being revealed
in 157 cases. Handwriting specimens received numbered
11,067, the total collection now being 84,412.

Firearm examination.—Firearms reseived comprised 319
weapons confiscated, 80 found and 401 surrendered by owners,
a total of 800. They included 624 pistols, revolvers, etc., 7
machine and sub-machine guns, 26 air pistols, 3 gas pistols,
the remainder being rifles, shotguns, etc.

In addition, 328 firearms were received for examination as
exhibits. They comprised 267 firearms examined in connection
with unsolved crimes, illegal possession of firearms, etc., and
61 firearms examined in connection with shooting occurrences.
69 firearms were identified with cartridge cases or bullet
exhibits and 8 firearms were examined for evidence purposes
on aspects incidental to identification.

Criminal photographs.-2,100 photographs of criminals taken
in State Gaols were circulated to Police in the other States
and New Zealand, and 3,395 special photographs were taken
of persons in custody.

Miscellaneous photographs taken totalled 12,364 (motor
vehicles, documents, fingerprint exhibits, etc.).

Scale plans of the scenes of 273 crimes and accidents were
prepared, as well as 70 miscellaneous sketches, etc.

Scenes of crimes, accidents, etc., visited for the purpose of
photography and examination for physical evidence and re-
construction totalled 1 ; 201, Tyre marks were reproduced at
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6 scenes, tool marks at 21 scenes and footprints at 15 scenes.
In 89 cases exhibits were submitted to the Government Analyst
or other laboratory for examination.

Misoellaneous examinations.—Treatment of metals to restore
obliterated numbers or brands was undertaken in 54 cases,
examination of clothing or textiles in 19 cases, footprint
comparisons in 15 cases and tool marks in 14 eases. The
examination revealed information of value in a total of 66
cases. The total number of unclassified examinations was 470,
information of value being revealed in 330 cases.

Exhibits submitted to the Government Analyst for examina-
tion numbered 336, to the Government Microbiologist 100 and
to other experts 28.

Court attendance.—Members of the Scientific Investigation
Bureau at Sydney attended Court to give evidence in a total
of 299 eases. In addition, Poliee who are stationed at various
parts of the country for duty as photographers, draftsmen and
technical investigators attended Court in a total of 83 eases,
to produce photographs and plans and to give technical
evidence where required.

During the progress of the Royal Easter Show in Sydney,
Police took advantage of the opportunity to use television to
exhibit photographs of a man wanted for murder. Twelve
dozen lantern slides of the same person were prepared and
distributed for screening at picture theatres in the State.

IV. Drug Bureau.
By proclamation during 1956 action w.is taken to bring

certain drugs under the control of the State drug laws, and
to remove certain forms of other drugs from the list of drugs
controlled under the State law.

There are no other changes in the law to report for 1956.
In their efforts to ensure compliance with the drug laws, and
prevent illegal use of dangerous drugs, Police prosecuted
67 persons for various offences. They comprised 17 persons
for unlawful possession of drugs, 4 for aiding and abetting in
unlawful possession of drugs, 5 for taking drugs merely for
the purpose of addiction (two of them were sentenced to terms
of imprisonment totalling 12 months each) one for unlawfully
supplying drugs, six for obtaining drugs by false represen-
tation, one for forging a prescription and two for stealing
drugs. Three Chinese were convicted for smoking opium, and
three for having prepared opium in their possession. With the
exception of the persons mentioned as being sentenced to prison
the other cases specially referred to were dealt with by fine
or bond. Other prosecutions were for contraventions of the law
respecting the dispensing, recording, etc., of drugs and the
proper handling of prescriptions. Three persons were pro-
ceeded against for representing themselves to be doctors; one
was released on bond, the other two charges being dismissed.

The names of 13 persons found to be drug addicts were
entered in the records during 1956; 4 of them were new addicts,
and the other nine had previously been known as addicts.

There is close co-operation between the Drug Bureau Police
and the Customs Officers in regard to drugs, and their efforts
have been successful in keeping illegal use of drugs down to
a low level.

V. Police Wireless Section.
The existing Police Wireless network has functioned very

satisfactorily and without interruption during the year 1956.

Radio telephone transmitting and receiving equipment to the
value of £5,000 was purchased to provide two-way radio tele-
phone stations at Police premises at Tamworth, Parkes, Dubbo,
Wagga Wagga and Goulburn, at which places country Superin-
tendents have their headquarters. This service will provide
for communication between the various country Superinten-
dents' centres and between those centres and the Sydney :mil
Newcastle Police Wireless Stations. The wireless stations it
Parkes and Dubbo have already been installed and are operat-
ing satisfactorily and it is anticipated that the remaining three
will be in operation early in 1957.

In conformity with the plan to change the Police wireless
service in Sydney and Newcastle from the amplitude modula-
tion system to frequency modulation, orders were placed during
March, 1955, for the manufacture and installation of a new
frequency modulated Police base station, together with Police
station and two-way mobile equipment. It is anticipated that
all of this equipment will be installed within the next few
months. The material on order will provide for frequency
modulated base stations at Sydney, Newcastle, Maitland, Cess-
neck and Wollongong

'

 together with frequency modulated
receivers at 57 Police Stations in the Sydney and Newcastle
Districts and a total of 131 Police mobile units, including
Police launches at Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong.

A radio transceiver was installed at Moree Police Station
during the year, and tuned to the Police radio frequency with
the call sign VL2RW. The equipment was donated by a local
grazier and is intended for use in emergency. It has already
proved its value during the floods w'lith 'Terred during the
year.

VI. Company Squad.
Police attached to the Company Squad have actively con-

tinued on . the duties reported in previous years, of investigating
alleged frauds, embezzlements, etc. Upon the members of
the Squad also falls much of the duty dealing with alleged
offences against various Acts of Parliament dealing with
business activities, such as the Business Agents Act, Auc-
tioneers, Stock and Station and Real Estate Agents Act, etc.

Many lengthy and intricate investigations have been con-
ducted by the Company Squad Police into alleged frauds,
conspiracies, etc. These cases included:—

Three cases against different Solicitors for misappropria-
tion of trust moneys; all of whom were committed
for trial.

A Company Secretary charged with defrauding his em-
ployer of £8,125 by drawing cheques without authority.

An Accountant charged with stealing £8,970, property of
Ids employer. He is alleged to have received money
for which Ii, has failed to account.

Two persons who toured New South Wales eollecting
subscriptions in an alleged health organisation, which
was not registered under the Commonwealth Govern-
ment Health Benefits Scheme. The alleged organi-
sation is now in liquidation and both persons have
been charged with false pretences.

There were a total of 170 persons arrested by the Company
Squad during the year, for offences of this type. Th, value
of property involved was £138,000.

In addition to inquiries into alleged frauds, members of
the Company Squad were also required to undertake investi-
gations into allegations of bribery and corruption made against
certain members of Parliament and Aldermen uf the City
Council, in connection With it city hotel ;did 01 her matt ers.

VII. Consorting Squad.
As reported in previous years, members of this Squad pay

special attention to racecourses, showgrounds and other places
where crowds congregate in an endeavour to prevent the
activities of spielers, pickpockets, etc. The Squad has visited
various parts of the country, including the Snowy Mountains
area :Ind the Murrumbidgee Irrigation area in view of the
possibility of undesirables visiting such localities.

Members of the Squad have been met ye in endeavouring
to prevent the consorting together of criminals, and prost it utes,
with the object of preventing gangs being formcd. As out-
lined previously, criminals so found are warned and if they
ignore the warnings, are "hooked" for consorting together.
If they continue to consort together in the face Of warnings
and bookings, they may be brought before the Court. The
total number of charges of consorting preferred oloring 1956
was 245.

Police attached to the Consorting Squad were responsible
for the arrest of many criminals for serious offences during
1956 and the Squad works in very close harmony with other
Detective Squads in regard to persons wanted. The total
number of arrests was 7117, many of them being fur serious
and violent offences.

VIII. Arson and Safe Squad.
Members of the Squad investigated all of the more serious

fires, as well as any which presented specia I or suspicious
features. In one case a fire took place tit the Challis II oust ,

Booking Office of the Railway I iepa rt meta ; invest Igo t ions
revealed that a strong room ball been robbed and that over a
period, an employee had systematically stolen money totalling
£7,379 from the Railways Department. II e admitted to burning
a quantity of tickets to cover his defa Icat ions, ;Ind it was
this which led to the fire. He was subsequently eon v:cted
and sentenced to a long term of imprisonment.

There ha's been a heavy incidence of safe blowing and ment•
hers of the Squad have been very busy in investigating such
robberies all over the State. Safes have been blown and others
forced, while in some instances smaller safes have been carried
away to be cut open at leisure. It is very satisfactory to
report that the Police investigations have been attended with a
very high percentage of success, and practically a II of the
known safe robberies have been cleared up by arrest. The
number of safe breakers arrested in 1956 was the greatest in
any one year and Police efforts have been successful in breaking
up many gangs committing safe robberies, both local and
interstate.
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IX. Wool, Hide and Skin Bureau.
During 1956, the records maintained by dealers in connec-

tion with the purchase of wool, hides and skins were examined
and found generally satisfactory. Stocks in the possession of
dealers were examined from time to time by Police. A number
of new licences were issued to wool, hide and skin dealers,
and members of the Bureau exercised supervision to ensure
that applicants were of good character.

The Chief Secretary's Department has been supplied with
all available information in regard to skins of protected animals
being exported and where permits for export have been granted,
the skins were subject to a check at the stores. The members
of the Bureau have made numerous inquiries in counection with
reports of thefts of wool, hides and skins during the year,
with a view to detecting skins which may have been stolen as
well as those of protected animals which may have been taken
without permit.

X. Pawnbroking Squad.
The regular checking of the books of pawnbrokers and

second-hand dealers and of articles pledged with and sold to
1 hem is an important Police task, which is the special function
of the Pawnbroking Squad. Members of the Squad have been
successful (luring the year 1956 in tracing much stolen pro-
perty, leading to the clearing up of many crimes. Many
persons have been arrested while in the act of endeavouring
to pawn or sell property. A total of 185 persons were arrested
by the Squad during 1956, and in all 346 charges were pre-
ferred against them. The value of the property actually
recovered by the Squad was £20,701.

Xl. Motor Squad.
Particula rs as to the manlier of vehicles stolen and recovered

is shown in the Section "Information Relating to Crime".

Police attached to the Motor Squad have the special function
of investigating thefts and fraudulent dealings in motor
vehicles.

Outstanding among the cases of motor thefts was the arrest
of a man on numerous charges of larceny as a bailee. He had
been purchasing vehicles under fictitious names from finance
companies and disposing of the vehicles in other States.
Although it first offender, he was subsequently sentenced to
six years' imprisonment. In another case three brothers, two
of whom owned it garage, were concerned in the theft of
vehicles. They were charged with the theft of 25 vehicles,
and up to (late vehicles to the value of £20,000 have been
recovered.

In addition to their work in connection with the theft of
vehicles, the Motor Squad are also called upon to assist in
the investigation of cases of hit and run collisions, where
drivers do not stop but drive on and sometimes leave injured
o rsons on the roads.

XII. Pillage Squad.
The Sydney waterfront extends for approximately 17 miles

and provides for 102 deep sea and interstate berths. During
1956 approximately 7,700,000 tons of cargo passed through
the port. The staff of the Pillage Squad, numbering 17, pay
the maximum possible attention to wharves, ships and cargoes
of a pillageahle nature. The Pillage Squad work in close
co-operation with the Water Police, Customs Department and
other Authorities concerned on the waterfront. There were
106 reports of cargo pillage, of a total value of £5,921 of
which £5,245 was accounted for by Police action, 275 persons
being arrested on a total of 334 charges.

In addition to their anti-pillaging work, the members of
the Pillage Squad also assist in the policing of the Customs
Act, Immigration Act and the Port of Sydney Regulations.

Two Detectives at Newcastle perform pillage duties as
required, according to whether ships containing pillageable
cargo are in port. During 1956 they effected 20 arrests in
connection with offences relating to cargoes and ships. Fifty
reports were received during the year of ships being pillaged
at Newcastle.

At Port Kembla two Police perform pillage duties when
ships containing pillageable cargo are in port.

XIII. Co-operation with Railway Detectives.
The New South Wales Railways maintains its own Detective

Service with which the Police Department actively co-operates
in all possible ways, four Detectives being assigned to full-time
duty with the Railway Investigation Section. These Police
work directly with the Railway Investigation staff, partici-
pating in arrests, assisting in the preparation of eases, etc.

All the facilities of the Police Department, such as the Finger-
print and M.O. Sections, the Scientific Investigation Bureau,
etc., are made freely available to the Railway Detectives.
During the year a number of trainee Railway Detectives
underwent a course of instruction at the Police Training
Centre.

The total number of arrests made by the Railway Investi-
gation staff during 1956 was 1,086, for a total of 1,848 charges.
Inquiries in which the Police assisted included hold-ups at
Railway Stations, thefts of goods in transit, derailments,
Departmental shortages, thefts and frauds by railway em-
ployees, and complaints by passengers of alleged assaults, etc.

In last year's Report, reference was made to armed hold-ups
of railway employees (principally at booking offices) ; six
such offences were reported during 1956, which was a decrease
on the previous year, and arrests were made in all cases.

XIV. Women Police.
There has been no change in the strength or distribution of

the Women Police during 1956. The arrangement under
which a number of Women Police work from various Police
Stations (referred to in the Report for 1955) has proved very
satisfactory.

There were a total of 403 cases during the year 1956 in
which the Metropolitan Women Police were concerned where
young girls and children were charged either with stealing
or with offences under the Child Welfare Act. Many of the
young people concerned were found in parks, residentials,
places of poor repute, etc., some coining under notice of the
l'olice during the early morning patrol. The Women Police
in such cases are not only concerned with Court proceedings;
in some instances where girls are found in unsatisfactory
circumstances and Court proceedings are not deemed neces-
sary, they contact the parents and sometimes are required to
arrange satisfactory accommodation, employment and so on.

They assisted in 301 cases where females were charged by
the Vice Squad, Detectives or male Police, with various
offences such as stealing, vagrancy, etc. They also assisted
in the taking of 726 statements from females and children,
in connection with sexual and other offences, and afterwards
assisted by attending women or children at the Courts. In
213 cases Women Police attended when medical examination
of women and children was necessary. Escorts to and from
country towns carried out during the year totalled 80, and in
addition 475 juveniles were escorted to and from the different
Metropolitan Courts, Institutions, etc.

A considerable amount of time of the Women Police is
spent interviewing parents and other people in connection with
various matters pertaining to the welfare of females and
children. For instance, they were approached by 105 persons
(mostly girls) seeking accommodation and employment; in
many cases these girls were destitute and the Policewomen
were able to place them in touch with employment officers,
hostels, etc. There were 109 interviews with persons respect-
ing ndosing relatives. In 38 cases persons made approaches
concerning the boarding out of children, and 40 persons were
interviewed respecting loss of memory and similar difficulties.
Charitable institutions were approached in 103 instances, for
assistance for homeless women and children, and it is indeed
pleasing to he able to report that assistance can be obtained
from this source when necessary. Parents and guardians were
seen in 197 cases respecting unsatisfactory .conduct by children,
and 51 persons sought advice in regard to family problems.
Another 419 interviews concerned such matters as lost children,
the status of juveniles and so on.

The tracing of missing women and girls is a duty of the
Women Police. During the year 652 females were reported
missing, of whom 572 were subsequently reported from various
sources as located.

The Women Police maintain regular patrols of various
places such as railway stations, parks, waterfront areas,
wharves, amusement places, etc.

AS staff of six auxiliary matrons is employed by the Police
Department on a part-time basis for the purpose of guarding
women in hospitals (for instance, attempted suicide eases).
Their services are arranged by the Officer in Charge of the
Women Police as required, thereby relieving regular Women
Police from the necessity of carrying out this work. There
were twelve women so guarded during the year.

Two of the four Women Police at Newcastle and two Women
Police at Wollongong carry out ditties on similar lines to
those outlined above, although the latter also perform duty
in uniform as required.

The Women Police attached to the Traffic Office and two
of those at Newcastle perform duty in Police uniform pritm.
cipally in regard to safety matters. They are actively engaged
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Nom school lecturing duly and in the control of traffic in
the vicinity of schools. The work in this regard is referred
to later in the Section dealing with the Traffic Branch.

XV. Criminal Cases Possessing Features of Special Interest.
The following are necessarily very brief details of some

criminal eases which, among the many thousands of such cases
'halt with in .the year, possessed features of outstanding
mmmi crest : —

(1) On 20th January, 1956, Joseph Francis Grima, aged 9,
went to visit his uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. C. Sultana at
Wentworthville. The following day he became seriously ill
and death occurred that evening. A post mortem examination
revealed that he died from arsenical poisoning. It transpired
that all of the Sultana family (except Rosina Mary Margaret
Sultana, aged 13) were also suffering from arsenical poisoning,
the two parents being admitted to hospital. On Police in-
quiring, the child Rosina admitted putting weed killer into
Grima's milk, and also putting similar poison into the tea,
milk, coffee and cordials at her home with intent to poison
her mother, whom she disliked. She was charged with murder,
but convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to four years'
imprisonment, which is to be served in a Child Welfare
Institution.

(2) At 8.10 a.m. on 25th May, 1956, David Edwin Stewart,
a motor body builder arrived at his workshop at Willoughby,
and when attempting to open the door was shot and killed by
an employee, Joseph Les Gray, aged 16. Gray then fired a
shot at a fellow-employee named Brian Ronald Barnes, aged
17, wounding him in the right shoulder. Barnes ran away,
and Gray fired another shot at him. Gray then fired twice
into Stewart's body, and after secreting the rifle, fled into
the bushlands. A large search party of Police was organised
and Gray was arrested at 7 p.m. on the same night. He
was subsequently charged with murder, but the Crown
accepted a plea of guilty to manslaughter, and Gray was
sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment.

Police inquiry revealed that he was of sullen disposition and
did not associate with other members of his family. The
previous day he had been spoken to sharply by Stewart, and

TRAFFIC
The growth of road traffic during recent years continued

in 1956. A substantial increase in the number of vehicles
registered and of licensed drivers in the State was unfortu-
nately accompanied by an increase in the number of accidents
on the roads. The number of fatalities showed a small decrease,
though the number of deaths gives no cause for satisfaction
or complacency.

The following figures are quoted to illustrate the growth
of traffic, number of accidents, etc. The figures (which are
the latest available) are supplied by the Department of Motor
Transport which in this State is the authority for registering
vehicles and licensing drivers, and also undertakes the com-
pilation of statistics respecting accidents.

Total motor vehicles
registered ^

Tctal licensed drivers and
riders ^

Tet., 1 accidents for year
Deaths resulting ^
Persons injured ^

In their endeavours to reduce road accidents and promote
road safety in every possible way, Police continue to co-
operate very fully with all the authorities concerned. Their
primary role, and perhaps most effective contribution towards
road safety, is their enforcement of the traffic laws and dis-
couragement of dangerous driving practices as far as possible,
in which field they have been active during the year.

Traffic Offences.
The total number of breaches of the traffic laws reported

by Police during the year was 822,185, which represents an
increase of 122,752 over the previous year's figure. A size-
able proportion of the offences reported were of course in
relation to parking and other offences of a non-driving
character. In a proportion of the reports submitted, it was
decided to talcs no action or to deal with the offences by way

he had apparently formulated time idea of shooting him. It
was ascertained he had dismantled the rifle the night before
and packed it ready to take with him.

(3) The shooting of Sergeant Allan William Nash of the
New South Wales Police Force by Nicholaj Russin on 16th
August, 1956, is reported in detail later under the heading of
"Acts of Bravery by Police."

(4) At 7.15 p.m. on the 13th August, 1956, Dr. Edward
Bonaventure Heffernan Brotchie and his sister Elsie Esther
Heffernan Foster entered the doctor's motor car parked out-
side his surgery at Kingsgrove. When an attempt was made
to start the motor, a violent explosion occurred, completely
wrecking the vehicle, and setting it on fire. Elsie Esther
Heffernan Foster died immediately, and Doctor Brotchie died
en route to hospital. The following day the dead body of
Henry Edward Foster, husband of the deceased Elsie Esther
Heffernan Foster, was found in the late Doctor Brotchie's
surgery. Death had been caused by a bullet wound in the
head. Letters written by Foster and found in his residence
outlined how he had wired his brother-in-law's car to cause the
explosion of a gas bomb secreted under the front seat. At
the subsequent inquest, the Coroner found that Henry Edward
Foster had murdered his wife and brother-in-law, and com-
mitted suicide.

(5) On 3rd January, 1955, Constantin Caspendakes, aged
16, who was employed on a station near Moree, was shot in
the head by a fellow employee named Francis Xavier McGold-
rick, aged 18. An inquest was held at the time and time
Coroner returned a verdict of accidental death.

Early in 1956, the father of the deceased requested Police
to make thither investigations and senior Detectives were
assigned to go further into the matter. McGoldrick was
further questioned and voluntarily stated that the shooting
was not accidental, and he admitted having shot Caspendakes.
lie was then eharged with murder, and special legal proceed-
ings were undertaken to have the inquest quashed and a
further inquest held. On 17th December, 1956, a warrant
was issued for the exhumation of the body of Constantin
Caspendakes; this was done, and after examination, the
remains were re-interred. Following a fresh inquest into
the death of Caspendakes, McGoldrick has been committed
for trial on a charge of murder.

BRANCH.
of call mum, but, in 117,107 cases proceedings were taken in the
Courts. This was in addition to the eases dealt with under
the Minor Traffic Offences Regulations ("fines by post") which
also showed a very substantial increase in respect of the class
of offence to which they apply. These figures all indicate
very great activity on the part of the Police in reporting
offenders for traffic offences. While it is regrettable that it
shouldh be necessary to prosecute otherwise good citizens for
traffic breaches, experience shows how necessary law enforce-
ment on the roads is in the interests of public safety and of'
free movement of traffic.

System of Fines by Post.
The scope of the Mi our T tlic Offences Regu la lions was

widened during 1956 to permit of certain additional offences
being dealt with thereunder, including offences by pedestrians.
The Regulations were also amended to provide a flat rate
penalty of £1 for all parking offences, instead of the sliding
scale which . had previously operated. A total of 200,850
notices were sent out (as compared with 76,850 during 1955)
and 163,921 penalties were met by payment of the prescribed
fine, representing 81.0 per cent. of the notices sent out. Total
revenue derived from this source for 1956 was £136,529.

This system under which minor offences are dealt with by
infliction of a fine direct instead of Court attendance has
worked very satisfactorily, and has undoubtedly been the
means of reducing very severe Court congestion. Although
notices are despatched to persons alleged to have committed
offences, only those who so desire need pay fines in this man-
ner; if they dispute having committed an offence, or if for
any other reason they do not choose to submit to the direct
infliction of b fine, they have the option of having their case
heard before. a. Magistrate in the normal way.

Driving under the Influence.
The total number of cases of driving under the influence

brought before the Court during 1956 (as disclosed by Appen-
dix "Tr) was 4,391, representing a very small decrease over
the figure (4,477) for 1955.

Figures supplied by the Commissioner for Motor Transport
show that (including the result of appeals to the Quarter
Sessions) of a total of 3,867 cases found proven, 2,231 were
convicted and automatically disqualified from holding licrnces

Calender Year.
Percentage

^

1955.^1956.
^Increase.

803,000^856,300
^

6 - 6

^

1,024,729^1,048,000
^

2.3

^

37,000^39,500
^

7

^

822^805

^

16,500^18,000
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in accordance with the Motor Traffic Act, while in 1,636 cases
or 42 per cent., Section 556A of the Crimes Act was applied,
without a disqualification being sustained.

Parking.
The Police Department is represented on the Parking

Advisory Committee set up by the Government in an endeavour
to find ways of dealing with the acute and growing parking
problem in the City of Sydney. The Committee consists of
representatives of the various Departments concerned and of
the Sydney City Council.

A number of new measures instituted during the year to
deal with parking included the installation of parking meters
in certain parts of the central City area. The meters were
installed by the Sydney City Council. The Police Depart-
ment provides four Police on motor cycles to police the meters
and report breaches of the Ordinance governing their use.
The meters were installed on 29th October, 1956, and to the
end of the year Police had reported 1,217 breaches. •

Coupled with the installation of the parking meters, stringent
prohibitions against parking were applied to many places in
the vicinity of the meters and elsewhere. A rens were designated
as "loading areas", to permit goods-carrying vehicles having
a free parking space for a short period to load and unload
goods.

Another iIi uovation has been the introduction of legislation
authorising Ponce to tow away and hnpound veldcles parked
in eontravention of parking notices. Vehicles may be towed
away only from placem specially designated "tow-away" areas
and clearly nuirked by notices as such. The Sydney City
Council is providing the vehicles and the staff to undertake
the physical removal of the vehicles, and also places for
impounding centres, but tlui removal :Ind impounding is under-
taken only on the responsibility of a member of the Polite
Force. Charges for vehicles removed in this way are E4 or £5
(according to the weight) for towing fee, and 10s. a day or
part thereof for impounding fee. These fees are shared be-
tween the City Council :tin! the State Government. In
addition, offenders are reported and dealt with for the parking
offence in the ordinary way. The system of towing away was
instituted front 17111 September, 1956, and to the end of the
year 456 vehicles illegally parked in designated tow-away
areas Inel liven removed a lid impounded. These provisions,
although drastic, have undoubtedly had a very salutary effect
and it marked improvement has been noted in parking of
vehicles ill places designated as tow-away area.

The Special Parking Police have continued to render excel-
lent service in enforcing the parking la WS. As reported
elsewhere it has not been possible to maintain them at full
strength during the year. Parking difficulties are not experi-
enced in Sydney only, but in all the large centres in the
State, and Special Parking Police work at Newcastle, Lismore,
Wollongong and Parma:Ma. During the year, two Parking
Police were detailed for special duty intermittently as re-
quired at certain suburban places.

The new method of reporling parking breaches, referred to
in last year's Report, has proved satisfactory and has Un-
doubtedly saved a great deal of time previously occupied
by Parking Police on clerical work.

Road Patrols.
The strength of the Road Safety Patrols has not varied

since reported last year, namely, 90 at the Public Safety
Bureau Headquarters in Sydney, 25 working from suburban
Police Stations in Sydney, and 80 attached to various country
Police Stations. These Police patrol the roads to discourage
dangerous driving practices, enforce the speed limits and
generally to endeavour to secure maximum compliance with
the Motor Traffic laws. The work they do is undoubtedly
a major contribution towards safety on the roads. It is
desirable that the strength be increased when practicable, and
certain proposals are in mind in this regard. To illustrate
the work done, it is reported that the Metropolitan staff alone
submitted 103,529 reports for traffic offences of all kinds,
as well as making 1,284 arrests for offences not only in rela-
tion to traffic matters but including arrests for criminal
offences.

Special Escorts by Traffic Police.
There wits a considerable increase in 1956 in the number

of applications for permission to transport loadings of dimen-
sions exceeding the limits normally prescribed by law.
Approximately 2,000 more permits were issued during 1956
than during the previous year for "wide", "high" or "long"
loadings. Requests for Police to undertake the escorts of
some of these loadings caused considerable inroads on Police
time, but such escorts are in many cases very necessary in
flu interests of safety, and no alternative arrangement can

be suggested. An example of exceptional loads was the con-
veyance of very large pieces of equipment and machinery,
including 100-ton transformers to a country hydro-electric
works.

Standing of Heavy Vehicles on the Streets.
Legal provision was made which drastically restricts the

standing of heavy vehicles on the public streets. Previously
these vehicles had in some places caused congestion and danger
by being left standing for lengthy periods, in effect using
the streets as garages. Provision is made in the Regulations
for permits to be issued for these vehicles to stand in
certain circumstances and a number of such permits have been
issued where it is considered the circumstances so warrant.

Traffic Facilities, Requirements, etc.
The staff of the Superintendent of Traffic maintains very

close liaison with the Department of Motor Transport, Depart-
ment of Main Roads, Local Government bodies, etc., in regard
to traffic matters. Proposals for various traffic facilities
(signals, road signs, safety measures, restrictions, etc.) are
closely reviewed and inspections arranged, where necessary,
with the other Authorities concerned.

The staff also co-operates extensively with the Authorities
concerned in regard to proposals for establishment of various
businesses or other activities which may create traffic difficul-
ties or clangers; for instance, service stations, hotels, motels,
drive-in theatres, etc. This Department is DOW regularly
consulted in regard to proposals of this nature and given the
opportunity of expressing its views from the traffic angle.

Testing of Applicants for Licences.
Under the Motor Traffic Act, the Police Department has

the responsibility for testing applicants for licences to drive
or ride motor vehicles. Members of the Police Force do the
work in some parts of the State, but the Department also
employs 19 civilian testers for this duty. These men perform
their duties very satisfactorily. In addition to giving a strict
driving or riding test, they conduct an oral examination of
the applicant's knowledge of the traffic laws and require-
ments. In the Metropolitan area alone, during 1956, they
tested 64,934 applicants for licences, of whom 45,095 were
issued with certificates of competency, the balance being failed
for various reasons.

Pedestrian Traffic.
Pedestrian traffic is an acute and growing problem. In

peak morning, midday and evening periods, serious congestion
occurs at busy city intersections and it has been necessary,
when controlling the crowds of pedestrians, to utilise Police
whose services are really needed elsewhere. During certain
periods of the day, Mounted Police are utilised to good effect,
but there is a limit to the extent to which Mounted Police
can be utilised. At other periods Police Cadets have been
used to assist the Traffic Police. These lads are employed
on this class of duty from the age of 18 years onward. They
are dressed in regular Police uniform but have a distinctive
cap band and the words "Police Cadet" prominently displayed
on their tunics. They are, of course, given special instruction
and their behaviour and deportment is kept very closely
under review. Up to the present they have done very well
and their use for this duty has undoubtedly relieved Police
required for duty elsewhere. A number of these Cadets
are now being used to control vehicular traffic in the vicinity
of schools in different parts of the Metropolitan area. Their
duty is restricted purely to the control of pedestrian vi
vehicular traffic, as the case may be.

In view of the serious obstruction 'caused to traffic on the
City streets, it has been necessary to report many pedestrians
for disobeying the signals of point duty Constables, "jay
walking" and walking on the carriageways. Provision has been
made under which these offences can be dealt with under
the Minor Traffic Offences Regulations (Le., "fines by post").

Courtesy Lectures
The practice of inviting motorists who have good driving

records to attend for discussion concerning the traffic laws
rather than prosecute them for offences reported has been
continued during the year. The principle of education rather
than prosecution, which is behind the scheme, has proved
worthwhile. In addition to lectures given at the Police
Training Centre, Redfern, such "courtesy lectures" have been
conducted at Parramatta and Newcastle.

Children's Safety, School Patrols, School Lecturing, etc.
With the continued growth of traffic on our roads and the

increase in the number of children attending schools, the
protection of the children from traffic dangers sets a major
and steadily growing problem. The Police Department is
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constantly beset by demands for Police to control traffic at
schools, but the fact must be faced that the Force has not
the strength of Police to permit of this being done at all
schools. Pedestrian-actuated lights of a distinctive nature
have been installed in the vicinity of a number of schools.
These lights are used only during school hours and are operated
when the children actually require to cross. They have proved
very effective and it is anticipated their use will be extended
as opportunity offers.

At a number of schools, Police Women ;Ind Police Cadets
are utilised to control traffic to permit of children to cross.

At many schools the safety patrols formed by pupils have
continued to fulfil a vital function in providing protection
for the children. During 1956 legislation was (quieted giving
statutory authority for their activities.

Police continue to foster and encourage the formation of
safety patrols among the school pupils. The Lord Mayor's
Competition was again condueted in the Metropolitan Area,
a total of 32 teams taking part, and the shield and other
trophies were presented to the winning schools by the Lord
Mayor, The Cardinal's Cup Competition was not, conducted
.luring 1956 owing to illness of one of the organisers.

The School Lecturing Exhibit was presented at the Royal
Agricultural Society's Easter Show in Sydney, again at the
Health Week Exhihilion in the Sydney Town [hill and in
October, 1956, at the 21111 Advertising Fair. Cal I use occa
sions it proved of Very great interest to the public, in
addition to lecturettes, puppet displays, etc., meale models were
exhibited of selected interseetions.

rOliee Continued their 511 ret3' talks to illildren at the schools,
In the Metropolitan District a total ot 7,770 visits was made
to 4,575 schools, the total liiiiriberS or talks given being 14,036,
find 11 total of 622,500 children Were v010110141 lin this Melt 11/1.
lii addil 1011, the Sydney Scholl' Lecturing Staff visited 151
co untry schools and gave ninny talks tlu.re. It was noticeable
that the visits to country schools engendered considerable in-
terest. among parents find responsible citizens. A total of
216 safety•first broadcasts were neade from the major Sydney
Stations.

Couniry Police visited 0 total of 1,9 , 11 schools ,hiring the
year and gave 6,750 talks to the children. They also made
broadcast s of varying type and length on 1115 oven:dons from
Radial Stations. In addition, Police in the country and Nletro.
politan area have 14)0 ributed art Mies to the newmpaperi,
delivered talks at 10r1(1 gatherings and in other ivayn one
deavoured to stimulate interest in road safety.

The activities of the School Lecturing staffs and of the
country Police who carry out school lecturing in their areas
is felt to be of very great importance from the point of view
of safety to the children of the State. The talks are given
on all aspects of safety, including safety from every-day
accidents, as well as advice on the dangers of associating with
strangers and so on. However, the aspect ever present in
mind is that of road safety.

Once again f would liko to extend public thanks to the
Broadcasting Stations for their generous allocation of time
for Police on this safety work, and also to the proprietors
of journals and all the others who have assisted in any way
at all in the dissemination of the Police safety messages.

It is of interest that in addition to their talks to school
children, Police 11:1 Ye attended and given talks at many
gatherings, ineluding Hulls, business men's organisations,
Church organisations, and Military functions. One member
of the staff has made regular visits to a migrants' camp to
speak to migrants.

Work at the Police Traffic Branch.

The figures which have hcen moiled in this Report indicate
the enormous increase which is taking place in the volume
of clerieal and administrative work :It the Police Traffic
Itranch. The increased number of' lure:tell reports and accident
reports, the preparation of Court process, the administration
Ill' the system of "lines lay post". to say nothing of the other
functions of the Branch, all entailed It very great. deal of
work. Early ill 1956 the 1 tepart meat or Motor Transport
undertook the preparation or the penalty notices on behalf
of this Department. This resulted in it large increase in
till' number of not ices handled. and audit Mimi staff was
liervithary III the Pollee 1 11111 111111411 to eOpe With the increased
Wlirk.

lit view of the acute difficulties occasioned by inadequacy
of staff, II very close review was made of the infernal vvork
of the Itratich ill' a Departmental Committee, following upon
which a number of changes %viol. made in the adininistrativo
Ii nd elerical mon% Prot . ..du:1.m were streatillim41 to the 171nXi-
11111111 l'Xielli 110/Ot1bie, Itlill unnecennary work was eliminated.
The changes made have tooloubteilly materially improved
the efficient (Iorking of the Branch, Nevertheless, it must
be emphasised that the Traffic Branch in hued with a huge
volume or work, which must be effieinntly carried on in the
interests or the i oll'he generally, 11 1111 if 1/1 essential that
the Branch be kept Hp to full strength with staff, (111th civil
and Police.

WATER POLICE.
The strength of the Sydney Water Police at 31mt December,

.956, was 23 fool as part of their normal duly limy maiataiti
Police supervision over the WAVES, Wha r VeS, Me., of Port
Jackson, the arrival and departure or overseas ships, movement
of Harbour ferry traffic, passengers on the ferries, super-
vision of small craft, etc.

During I¶1511, the Water l'olice effected the rescue from the
waters of the Harbour of 170 111.011ie Who Were the ovelipants
or 40 capsized or disabled small craft. In addition, they
rescued 3S people, the ocetipants or S marl which were in
111s1rOSS it. sea ((Ii the coast. All persons were rendered assist
ance and their era ft towed to safety. Some of these 11.141 . 114 1 S
undoubtedly avoided loss of' life. Two yachts 111000 :ashore
were salvaged and a yaelit abandoned 11 t 141 .11 t ()Wed to
safety.

The dead (((II ('14 13 persons were recover,' rro, Ille
waters of the Ilar11011r 111111 the 1111dieS of 6 persons from the
ocean.

This 1101 . 24 nOt include the bodies of S members of I he crew
of the collier Birehgrove Park whivli f mimicry(' oll' Itarrenjoey
on the morning of thol August, 1956, The loss of this vessel
was unfortunately aceompanied by serious loss of life, only
4 members of' her crew of 14 being saved.

Otlier incidents calling for Police attention included the
outbreaks of four minor fires in ships, 3 on wharves and 3
on small craft. Five collisions were reported, one of them
resulting in a small launch sinking, a male occupant being
drowned. Twelve accidents reported on wharves and a ship
were investigated.

The Water Police co-operate with the Maritime Services
Board in the enforcement of the Port Regulations, as well as
with the Customs Department and other Authorities concerned,

and in this regard it is worthy of' mention that the masters of
MIS vessels were prosecuted for allowing fuel oil to escape into
the Harbour, a1ction is also pending in respect of the spillage
of about 15,0011 gallons of oil front liii oll Depot.

A number of strikes occurred on Ihe waterfront hut none
called for any special Police netball.

A total of :Et craft were reported missing in the Harbour,
and 10 from other places, of which only 7 were recovered.
The Water hdicv ria4mTvil 47 mat whicdi had not been
reportI'll animating, mostly vessels ndrirt or blown ashore. A
tetal of 18 persons were :arrested for illegally 11Sing eraft.

1111111111ing diners earried out IS diving operations
during the year, seven being successful in recmcring bodies,
1 110 1 01. vehi c les mid of her property. One opera! ion WaS carried
mat at the request of the Customs Authorities in a search for
gold bars alleged to have been thrown overboard. It was not
lievesmary for Police standard suit ■Ii‘ern to carry out any
diving operations.

I hiring 1100ds 011 the I VOrge'S 11101 Ilawkeslitiry Rivers in
February, 1956, four Water Police with Iwo llood boats carried
out excellent work in resoles, evacuation, 1 . 1e. TWO members

the Water Police with a flood boat were ASO sent to perform
1111011 duty at Wentworth in connection %vitt' floods in the area
during August, 1956. For the first titol' CI aircraft was used
to Ily flu. Police, boat find equipment to the flood area and the
operation proved very successful. The .Police carried out
rescue and relief duties in the Wentworth District, working
independently or with Army 111 I ICWS.

For flood purposes, flue Water Police received additional
training in the use of Army DUKWS, and a member of the
staff was sent to Wellington, N.S.W., to train and organise a
water brigade,
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INSPECTION OF PREMISES LICENSED UNDER THE LIQUOR ACT.
The members of licences of different types under the Liquor^licence and certificate of registration as a club in order that

Act which were in operation in New South Wales at the end^the applicant shall be required to satisfy the Court as to his
of 1955 and 1956 were as follows:—^ bona fides.

Type of Licence.

Existing.
Increase

or
Decrease.31st

December,
1955.

31st
December,

1956.

Publicans ^ 2,026 2,025 --1
Spirit Merchants ^ 603 591 —12
Australian Wine ^ 347 347
Brewers ^ 9 8 —

Packet^ 7 7
Canteen Permits ^ 12 15 +3
Restaurant Permits ^ 156 169 +13
Club Registrations^ 790 928 +138

The numbers of licences granted, tninsterrM, etc., during
1956 were as shown in the following table:—

Type of Licence.
New

Licences
Granted.

Licences
Transferred
to other
Persons.

Licences
Removed
to other
Premises.

•

Publicans ••• 518 8
Spirit Merchants ^ 6 75 23
Australian Wine ^ 96 17
Restaurant Permits ^ .23 32 •••
Club Registrations^ 138 7
Canteen Permits ^ 3 • • •

The following licences were surrendered during the year:-
Spirit Merchants ^ 1818
Restaurant permits ^ 10
Brewers 1

Application was made for the suspension or cancellation of
8 publicans' licences. Of these, three were withdrawn, 1 licence
was cancelled and four applications are pending.

Police lodged a total of 273 objections to various applications
to the Licensing Courts for new licences, transfers, renewals
and removal to other premises. Of the applications objected
to, 150 were granted, 57 refused and 66 withdrawn or still
pending. 1t might be noted that it is the practice for Police
to object to every application for a new Spirit Merchant's

GENERAL

I. Police Stations Established, Closed, Etc.
Police Stations were established at 'Coakley and The Oaks

during 1956. The Police Stations formerly at Central Burro-
gorang and Burrinjuck Dam were closed.

II. Police Buildings.
New Police residences were completed during the year at

Tweed Heads, Boolaroo, Dareton, Hermidale, Euabalong, Ivan-
hoe, Hillston, and Oberon, and a new Police Station and
residence were erected at Bulialidelab•

Additional classroom accommodation, together with a can-
teen, at the New South Wales Police Training Centre, Redfern,
was completed early in the year. Completion of the new
Police Station and residence at Darlington Point continued to
be held up, but at the end of the year f resh tenders were being
called.

During 1956 two residences for Police purposes were pur-
chased—at The Oaks and Ettalong—the latter property having
previously been rented by this Department, and a site was
Acquired at Berridale for the future erection of new Police
Station premises.

A building adjacent to the Police Station at Newcastle previ-
ously occupied by the Mines and Health Departments, was
made available to this Department, through the Public Service
Board. The building was renovated for this Department's use
and was occupied in February, 1956, by the Newcastle Detec-
tive staff, Vice Squad and No. 21 Division,

The figures quoted above show that the number of new
club registrations has increased, if not on quite so large a
scale as last year. There were 138 new registrations granted
during the year, bringing the total number of registered clubs
up to the record figure of 928. Police inquired closely into
every application for a new, club registration, and as indicated
above, took formal objection in order to ensure that the onus
is thrown on the applicant of satisfying the Court in regard to
the application. The increase in the number of clubs operat-
ing and the extent of the operation of some of these clubs
has increased the demand for Police supervision, apart from
the work involved in reviewing and reporting upon applications

. for new licences.

One matter of interest during the year was the passing of
the Gaming and Betting (Poker Machines) Act, under winch
legal authority is now given for licences to be issued to bona
fide non-proprietary clubs to operate poker machines in their
premises. In the case of clubs registered under the Liquor Act,
no special duty is cast on the Police, except to maintain super-
vision to ensure that the machines are used within the limits
of the licences issued. In respect of clubs which are not
licensed - under the Liquor Act, it is necessary for Police to
report to the Court on all applications.

Sixteen new hotels were opened in various parts of the
State during the year, four having been rebuilt On old sites.

Efforts by Police to maintain (and where necessary raise)
the standard of accommodation provided at hotels have been
continued during the year resulting in many applications
being lodged with the Court for orders to carry out material
alterAtions. In this regard 432 applications were approved by
the Courts for material alterations to premises, that work
estimating to cost in the vicinity of £3,000,000. In addition,
193 orders for repairs and general improvements to hotel
premises in terms of section 40A of the Liquor Act were
obtained. The estimated total cost is not available, but for
72 of the orders the cost was £302,604. There were 24 orders
obtained for improvements to furniture, fittings, etc., in terms
of section 40B of the Liquor Act.

It is considered that the standard of licensed premises
generally has been raised during the year. The demand for
accommodation at hotels during the year appears to have been
generally met, except at periods such as Easter and Christmas
when there was a special demand for accommodation.

Successful prosecutions against the holders of licences under
the Liquor Act far various offences during 1956 were as
follows:—

After-hour trading and similar offences ^ 532
Refusing to supply meals or accommodation  ^7
breaches of the Pure Food Act (dirty premises,

adulterated food and similar offences)  ^99
Other offences ^  108

MATTERS.
The Police Department has a very long list of building

works required to provide accommodation urgently needed
for Police purposes. Both Police Station accommodation and
Police residences (an essential part of the country Pollyr
Station) are required and while appreciating the diffieultleo
confronting the Government in having such works carried out,
I must point out how desirable it is, in the interests of e111•
ciency, to have adequate accommodation provided for Police nit
soon as possible.
Ill. Transport Equipment.

The following summarises the transport available to the
Police Department as at 31st December, 1956:—

ilotor Vehicles:
Motor cars ^  253
Patrol vans  ^8
Lorries, utility trucks, etc.  ^90
Trailers^ 2
Jeeps and Land Rovers  ^34
Estate cars  ^2
Motor cycles with side-cars ^ 325
Motor cycles with side-boxes  ^7
Solo motor cycles ^  191

912
Bicycles ^  179
Launches  ^10
Horses:

Troop at Police Training Centre .. 31
In use at country Police Stations ..^9^40

4



New Police premises at Bullandelah.

The number of motor vehicles (which represents only those
vehicles actually available for service) shows a reduction of
19 over the number available last year.

The steady reduction in the number of troop horses which
has taken place over the years is in keeping with the times.
Apart from the troop at the Police Training Centre, there
are now only 9 horses used as means of transport, they being
attached to seven country Police Stations.

In addition to the Department's vehicles a number of Police
continue to use their private cars for transport on official
lmsiness for which they are paid mileage allowance.

IV. Licensing of Pistols.
The total number of pistol licences issued during 1956 was

10,145, representing an increase of 678 over the figure for
1955. The licences issued in 1956 comprised 9,854 original
and renewal licences, 177 free licences, 102 dealers' certificates,
7 duplicate licences and 5 visitors' permits. Applications to
import pistols numbered 28.

Pistol licences are issued at the discretion of local Officers in
Charge of Police Stations, who are required to satisfy them-
selves in every instance before issuing a licence, that, in
addition to being suitable to hold a pistol licence, every
applicant has a genuine need for a pistol. This is in accord-
ance with the policy of the Department to have no more
pistol licences issued (and hence no more pistols in use) than
is actually necessary. Many people who feel that they would
like to have a pistol are refused licences by the Police. They
have a right of appeal to the local Court of Petty Sessions
if dissatisfied with the Police decision.

V. Administrative Changes or Reforms, New Legislation,
Etc.

For the better organisation and supervision of Police affairs
on the North Coast of New South Wales, a new Police
Administrative District called the North Coast District, under
the charge of a Superintendent with Headquarters at Lismore,
was established on 1st November, 1956. The new District
embraces all that part of the North Coast area as far south
as the Kew and Comboyne Police Patrols.

In view of the growing importance of the Sutherland Shire,
a new Division of the Metropolitan District was established
under the charge of am Inspector with Headquarters at Suther-
land. The Division embraces the Sutherland Shire and the
Helensburgh Police Patrol.

A new Division has also been^ illlilished under an Inspect or
with Headquarters at Penrith, embracing a considerable port ion
of the former No. 18 Division including the whole of the
Blue Mountains area.

No legislation was passed do ri lmg 1956 relii ti lig Ii rectly to
the organisation or administration of the Police Force.

VI. Police Stations Visited by the Commissioner and Deputy
Commissioner of Police during 1956.

Adaminahy.^ kooling:11.
Adaminaby Dan i^Lawson.
Attungii.^ Lit ligow.
Baradine.^ Manilla.
13athurst.^ Menillioran.
13ellatu.^ Meri.k% a.
Bendemeer.^ Millthorpe.
Bizmaway.^ Moree.
Blackheath.^ Mount \it tot 1
Blayney.^ Mudgve.
Boggabilla.^ Mongindi.
Boggabri.^ Murrorundi.
Boomi.^ Narrabri.
Burrell Junction.^Orange.
Capertee.^ PallannilhlWa.
Carinda.^ Pen rit h.
Cassilis.^ Pilliga.
Collarenebri.^Portland.
Coolah.^ Quirindi.
Coonia.^ Rylstone.
Coomi ba rabran.^St. Marys.
Coonamble.^ Scone.
Cullen Buffett.^Spring Hill.
Curlewis.^ Sri ngwood.
Currabubula.^Tam liar Springs.
Dunedoo.^ Tamworth.
Gilgandra.^ Walgett.
Gravesend.^ Wit 1 tern wa lig.
Gulargambone.^Warialda.
Gulgong.^ Wee Wan.
Gunnedah.^ Wentworth Falls.
Gwabegar.^ Werris Creek.
Happy Jack.^West' Tamworth.
Jindabyne.^ Willow Tree.
Kandos.^ Wollar.
Katoomba.^ Yetman.
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VII. Police Training and Instruction.
Training of Police recruits proceeds on the lines reported

in previous years. The following are the only alterations
during 1956 :—

(1) In view of the inroads made on Police duty, it was
decided to discontinue Departmental instruction to Police
recruits in swimming and life saving. All Probationary Con-
stables, before being eligible for confirmation of appointment,
are now required to be able to swim at least 100 yards. They
are encourarged to obtain tuition in life saving, but must do
so privately and in their own time, instead of in Departmental
time as previously.

(2) It has been decided that all Probationary Constables
admitted to the Service since 20th February, 1956, must be-
come touch typists with a minimum speed of twenty words a
minute before their appointment is confirmed. This decision
was made in view of the fact that right throughout their
service Police are required to prepare reports, statements, etc.,
which would be done more quickly and efficiently if Police
were competent touch typists. Initial training in typing is
given to the Police concerned at the Sydney Technical College
in Departmental time.

VIII. Police Sports and Recreation.
The activities of organised Police sporting bodies continued

on substantially the same lines as reported last year.

The Police Force had the honour of having no less than
five of its members selected to represent Australia during the
Olympic Games held in Melbourne during 1956. Sergeant
M. T. Wood (an Olympic veteran), Constables 1st Class
M. S. Riley and G. T. Williamson and Constable F. Benfield
took part in rowing events and Constable F. Murphy in
diving.

The Deputy Conunissioner of Police, Mr. G. L. Smith, who
was the President of the New South Wales Soccer Associa-
tion, attended at the Olympic Games in the capacity of Man-
ager of the Australian Olympic Soccer Association.

IX. Federation of Police-Citizens Boys' Clubs.
The activities of the Police-Citizens Boys' Clubs movement

were maintained and extended during 1956. It was with
regret that the Club at Canowindra was closed during the
year, largely due to lack of local interest and rather unsatis-
factory premises. However, a big step forward was the
establishment of a club at Paddington. When finished, this
club will cater for many hundreds of boys in the Eastern
Suburbs, and will also provide sleeping accommodation for
club members from the country when visiting Sydney to take
part in inter-club competitions.

H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh visiting the Police-Citizens Boys' Club at South Sydney
on 30.11.56.

(Photograph by courtesy of "The Sydney Morning Iferald".)



Exterior view of the Cessnock Police-Citizens Boys' Club building.

New buildings were completed at Camp MacKay at an
approximate cost of £50,000 and officially opened by the
Hon, J. .1. Cahill, M.L.A., Premier of the State, on 2.1th
March, 1956. Premises at Mortdale, Young and Quirindi
underwent extensive renovations, whilst improvements were
effected at many other branches. A new site was ;tequired
at Bathurst.

An event, unique in the history of the organisation is
well as being a great honour, was the visit to the South
Sydney Club of His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh
on 30th November, 1956. Ills Royal Highness na ni fosted
great interest in the activities of the club.

Another event of interest Was the inclusion of the CCM-
IlOCk club as one of the points of interest in the conducted
tours arranged by the Railways Department to the Northern
areas.

The Federation's country hostel at Camp MacKay has been
2ompletely modernised, recent work including a new brick
kitchen and dining-room block, recreation hall and comfort-
able staff quarters. Here hundreds of boys are ac(ommo-
lated from all parts of the State at week-ends and during
tchool holidays amid ideal surroundings. Attractions are an
)1ympie swimming pool, model dairy, stud piggery, orchards
and vegetable gardens. The farm pursuits besides providing
in educational interest for boys also proves an invaluable all
towards meeting camp expenses. In the summer months,
Police swimming instructors attended the camp and a con-
dderable munber of boys were taught to swim. During
lisastrous floods in the early part of the year, the camp
Nas used as it base for hospital services and a number of
)(topic were received there requiring medical aid.

As reported in previous years, the clubs provide interests
or boys of all ages from 8 to 18. In addition to many indoor
activities, teams have been entered in district competitions
n the various codes of football, basket-ball, cricket, hockey
tnd cycling, and many teams have had successes in their
)articular fields. In the boxing and wrestling sections, large
lumbers of boys participated and many inter-club matches
vere organised. Some club members successfully competed
n the State and National titles. One of the highlights of
be year was the distinction achieved by a number of boys
ma gaining selection as Australian representatives in the
toxing, wrestling and basket-ball sections at the Olympic
lames held in Melbourne.

The cultural activities of the Organisation remain at a
iigh standard. Various types of bands—Flute, Pipe and
3rass—were maintained in the Metropolitan and large country

clubs. Other musieal activity, part icularly veva', has con.
tinned to enjoy a large following, and at the Annual Concert
held in November exceptional talent was revealed, as was the
case in tlo. Eisteddfod conducted earlier in the year.

Membership in to 44,801 during the year and total
attendanees were approximately 500,000. The assets of the
Fodoration are approximately ti - 50,000. The State Govern-
Went coIltribIlhal 1;10,00d (hiring the financial year ended 301 Ii
June, 19,-m, I his hcing used or capital expenditure. The
raising of funds for an organisation like this, not only to
maintain it, but to provide for the extension which is obvi-
ously needed, represents a major undertaking. Many func-
tions were conducted by the Federation and by individual
clubs to raise money and generous support was received from
Om ',oldie by way of donations. More than 200 members of
the publie, together with a great number of Pollee (apart
altogether from those permanently employed on the work)
continued to serve the Federation throtighout the year in a
voluntary capacity as instructors and hellatrs.

The good work of the .110 .■ s' Club Movement and the Imam
ficial results to the youth in the community has been the
subject of comment over and over again, not only in this
Department's Reports, but in the public utterances of people
well qualified to observe and to speak. 'rho success and popu-
larity of the Organisation has again been demonstrated by
the large number of requests received to establish clubs at city
and country centres. The aims and objects of the 1110VVIIIIIIIi
and its workings imve been sthdied by students and social
worlwrs from overseas, particularly from Asian countries
visiting Australia.

To those people, members of the and of the
Police Puree alike, who gave of their time, skill, effort or
money to help the work forward, 1 would like to extend the
very best thanks on behalf of the Police Department and of
the Federation.

X. Police Musical Activities.
The Police Military Band.—In addition to its usual per•

formances at State and Police functions, the Band rendered
progratnmes at a number of hospitals and similar institutions,
as Ivell as at may public functions. The latter included three
performances at the Military Tattoo in connection with the
musical ride by the Mounted Police, musical rides during the
Royal Easter SlIOW :1111i provision of all music at the "Fleur-
de-Lys" Pageant at the Sydney Town Hall on three occasions.

The membership of the Band now numbers 34 regular
players, and in addition seven young Constables have passed
from the learners' class and are now attending rehearsals to
gain experience.
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During the year the Police Bandmaster, Mr. 0. G. Summer-

ton, reached the retiring age and severed his connection with
the Band. I would like to place on record here the deep
appreciation of the Police Department for Mr. Summerton's
services as Bandmaster, and for the very satisfactory musical
standard which he maintained in the Band.

The Police Pipe Band.—As reported in previous years this
is it traditional Highland band. Its members number 21, plus
3 pupils. During 1956 it appeared publicly on 43 occasions
including. State and charitable functions, celebrations, and in
one land contest in which it was successful.

The Police Choir attended at 32 public functions during
1956. Thome included 13 charitable concerts, three broadcasts,
visik to hospitals and homes, the Remembrance Day eelebra-
ions in Sydney and three visits to musical clubs. In addition

the Choir took part ia the City of Sydney Eisteddfod, gaining
second prize for its entry. The strength of the Choir is at
present 33 men.

Xl. Police Charitable Activities.

Ar. in past years, the principal efforts of l'olice to raise
money were for purposes of the Federation of l'olice-Citizens
!toys' Clubs.

However, at various places Police were active during the
year in organising functions for the benefit of local charities,
suet: as ambulances and similar organisations. The result
of Police eff(Irts in this regard was to raise a total sum of
£9,335 during the year.

XII. Police Services in connection with National Emer-
gencies—Bush Fires, Floods, etc.

PI) hee I . ontintied active in connection with all bush fire
matters. At ninny places Police play a prominent Part, in
co operation with the local Shire and Municipal Councils, in
the felon:: lion and main lenanee of volunteer bush fire brigades,
and in assisting to tight tires which occur. In addition, Police
tire active in enforcing the Bush Fires Act by reporting
till enders who by carelessness or disregard/ of the law might
be responsible for starting fires.

A It hough there were some bush fires (luring 1956, none
were on a scale calling for special mention..

Floods.—Very extensive and prolonged floods again occurred
over large parts of New South Wales during 1956. From
mid-Jammrs until the end of March, widespread and very
severe fleods occurred in the river systems of the northern
part of the State. The M el nt y re, Dumaresq, Gwydir, Mehi,
Burwell, Peel, Tweol, Richmond and Clarence Rivers were in
flood and broke their banks, flooding it large number of towns.

Further floods occurred, on a lesser scale, on the Gwydir,
McIntyre, Mehi, Namoi and Barwon Rivers during the months
of June, July and August.

During these floods there were losses of stock, though for-
tunately not on so large a scale as during the floods of 1954-55.
Main direct damage from the floods to public utilities, roads,
bridges, fences, etc., was very severe and the cost has been
estimated at several million pounds. Four lives were lost.

During March, 1956, major flooding occurred in the Mac-
quarie River and its tributaries, and flood waters entered the
towns of Wellington, Dubbo, Narromine, Trangie and Warren.
Although damage was sustained ii was not on so intensive a
scale as in previous floods.

The Darling-Barwon and some of its tributaries were in flood
for a lengthy period, and at some towns the water rose to a
record height. Many properties were isolated for months, and
an airlift was necessary to provide fodder for marooned sheep,
as well as supplies for people isolated by the floods. The
Bokhara and Narran Rivers were in flood from January until
August. Heavy loss of stock and damage to property occurred
during these floods.

The Lachlan River was in flood between June and Novem-
ber, 1956, causing severe loss of stock and property. The
Murrumbidgee River at Wagga commenced to rise in February,
1956, and was intermittently in flood until October, 1956.
Extensive flooding was experienced over this river and caused
considerable damage. The Edwards River began to rise in
May, and evacuation of a considerable part of the town of
Deniliquin was necessary. The floods on these rivers culminated
in floods on the Murray River which lasted for many months,
and at some places the river height was the highest ever
recorded.

Local flooding occurred in a number of rivers and creeks
on the far South Coast district of New South Wales during
February. There was no loss of life, but much damage was
caused to roads, bridges, etc.

This Report permits of only a brief reference being made
to these floods, but they were in fact extremely widespread
in character, covering enormous stretches of country for months.
In some places the floods turned large areas into inland seas
and traffic of all kinds was totally held up except by boat or
by air. As mentioned above, extensive airlifts were necessary
to maintain communications in some places.

The newly formed National Emergency Services Organisation
operated for the first time this year and relieved the Police
of a considerable amount of detailed work in connection with
flood relief organisation. Police co-operated fully with the
National Emergency Services Organisation and rendered it all
possible assistance. In addition, Police were actively con-
cerned in warning people of approaching danger, rescuing
people and their stock and rendering all possible assistance on
the approach of and during the floods. Army personnel were
present in some places with DUKWS to rescue people and they
and Police co-operated very satisfactorily in this regard. As
reported under the heading "Water Police", two members of
the Water Police with a flood boat were sent to perform
special duty in the floods in the Wentworth District. A num-
ber of Police distinguished themselves by their actions during
these floods, and the question of recognition is under con-
sideration.

Floods have been experienced in different parts of New
South Wales during several recent years, and it is with great
pride that as Commissioner of Police I place on record the
fine work done by Police, sometimes under the most difficult
and trying conditions—discomfort, fatigue and in some cases
personal danger.

Police Rescue Squad.—This comprises a squad of Police sta-
tioned in Sydney and specially trained with equipment to
rescue persons or recover bodies from cliffs and other difficult
positions. It was called out on 47 occasions during 1956.
As a - result of its activities, there were 9 persons rescued, 5
bodies recovered and on 21 occasions the Squad was required
to assist in connection with searches, etc. A mobile canteen
is intained ready for use and was required on 9 occasions
during the year for use by parties of Police performing special
duties.

XIII. Acts of Bravery by Police.

A number of Police distinguished themselves by performing
acts of bravery during 1956. Brief particulars are shown
hereunder:—

About midnight on 16th August, 1956, a new Australian of
Polish origin named Nicholaj Russin attempted to gain entry
into a house at Primbee, occupied by a woman who was alone
%■ith her two children. On being refused admission, Russin
fired a number of shots from a rifle through the door. Senior
Constable Allan William Nash was called to the premises, and
on approaching the back verandah saw Russia holding the
rifle in the firing position. He asked Russin what was the
matter, whereupon Russia immediately shot him in the body
and he slumped to the ground, dropping his service pistol.
However, on falling he picked up the pistol in his left hand
and twice shot Russia, fatally wounding him. Senior Constable
Nash then collapsed from his wound but crawled about 150
feet to the front of the premises, where he was found by
Police who had been summoned. He was conveyed to hospital,
but died on the 22nd August, 1956. Imtnediately on learning
of the details of this incident, and of the courage and devotion
to duty of the Senior Constable, I promoted him to the rank
of Sergeant 3rd class. Her Majesty the Queen has been
pleased to make the posthumous award to him of the Queen's
Police Medal for Gallantry. The medal was presented to the
late Sergeant's mother on 6th March, 1957.

Constable Rex Keith White, has been awarded the British
Empire Medal, as well as the Bronze Medal and Certificate
of Merit of the Royal Shipwreck Relief and Humane Society
in recognition of his bravery on the 7th January, 1956, in
descending into an underground sewer main, then under con-
struction at Hay. In the first place Vittorio Chiaritina, works
foremen on the job, had entered the sewer where he had been
overcome by some unknown gas and collapsed. Edwin James
Markey descended to the sewer in an endeavour to rescue
Chiaritina, but was overcome and collapsed. Constable White
was advised that the two men had collapsed and he immedi-
ately descended into the sewer, but became affected to such
an extent that he could barely give the signal to be hauled
up. Although practically unconscious, he was again lowered
into the sewer with a garden hose in his mouth. He could not
get sufficient air by this means, but although badly affected
by the gas, was able to fasten a rope round Markey, and
both he and Markey were hauled to the surface. A civilian
named Graeme Barry Mitchell then descended and tied a rope
round Chiaritina, who was brought to the surface. Mr. Mitchell
has also been awarded the British Empire Medal, and the
Queen's Commendation for Brave Conduct has been conferred
(posthumously) upon Markey.
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Posthumous award of the Queen's Police Medal to the late Sergeant Nash—The Governor
of New South Wales making the presentation to the late Sergeant's mother on 6.3.57.

Sergeant J. Id. Can and Constable 1st Class A. R. Egoroff
displayed bravery of a high order on 6th October, 1956, in
their actions in disarming and arresting a woman who was
armed with a rifle. She bad locked her three children in the
house and had fired at her husband. On the approach of the
two Police, she fired at them on a number of occasions, not-
withstanding their efforts to persuade her to put the rifle
down. While Sergeant Carr walked towards her and again
requested her to put the rifle down and Constable Egoroff
went to the rear of the premises, she continued to tire some
shots at both men. Ultimately Coast a Ide Egoroff was able
to rush her and although she fired at him at a range of about
3 yards, inflicting a minor wound on his ear as well as powder
burns to his face, he grappled with her and disarmed her.
The courage displayed by both men was most commendable
and the question of an award to recognize their actions is
under consideration.

On 19th October, 1955, Police were called to premises at
Ashfield where a man named Cyrus De Vigny was standing
armed with a 38/40 calibre rifle and threatening to shoot
anyone attempting to enter the premises. Detective Constable
1st Class M. S. Riley and Constable R. Bath entered the front
gate and stood upon the verandah, De Vigny threatening to
shoot if they entered the house. Ultimately other Pence made
some noise in endeavouring to enter the back part of the
premises and while De Vigny's attention was distracted, Detec-
tive Constable Riley and Constable Bath ran down the hall-
way to where he had moved, overpowered him and took the
rifle from him. In recognition of the bravery displayed, the
Queen's Commendation for Brave Conduct has been conferred
on both Police.

Constables R. R. Hodgekiss and M. S. A. Lamond displayed
gallantry on 7th December, 1955, in arresting an armed man,
Peter Sokolovic, who had been firing first with a revolver and
then with a rifle. He had already fired at Police, and had
threatened to shoot anyone who approached. Being unable to
persuade him to leave his room in a hostel, Constable Hedge.
kiss went to one end of the passage on to which the room
opened and took up a position in the doorway of the room
next to that occupied by Sokolovic, while Constable Lamond
went to the other end of the passage and called on Sokolovic
to come out. Sokolovic left his room, carrying the rifle and
when clear of the door was seized and overpowered by Con-
stable Hodgekiss. In recognition of their brave actions, the
Queen's Commendation for Brave Conduct has been conferred
in both

t 89345-2

The Queen's Colimumila I inn for Bravo Con.luct has been CMi
ferret! on Constable A. Thommeny in recognition of his actions
on the 17th February, 1956, hi endeavouring to arrest a man
named Ranger for a robbery. Banger was believed to be
armed and when challenged by the Constable, twice appeared
to fire it hha, notwithstanding which the Constable followed
him into a paddoek in :I I) nitilcavoit i ti arrest him, lod lost
sight of hint. Subsequently Ranger surrendered himself and
was brought before the Court, It was found that he was
actually carrying a starting pistol, which had all the appear
ance of an automatic pistol, lint would not discharge a missile.
However, this was, of course, nol known to Colliffil

Thommeny.

Constables W. C. Muss and R. M. Bryant were awarded
the Bronze Medal of the Royal Shipwreck Relief and Humane
Society in connection with their actions in rescuing aifill i ii a ho
were threatening to throw themselves from the cliff tops at
Watson's Bay and Coogee on the 5th October, 1956 and 3rd
November, 1956, respectively.

Constable R. Cain was awarded the Certificate of Merit of
the Royal Shipwreck Relief and Humane Society in connection
with his action in attempting to rescue from the railway line
a man who had been caught by a moving t rain.

Constable K. B. Schubert was awarded the Certificate of
Merit of the Royal Shipwreck Relief and Illumine society in
connection with his action in rescuing a person from cliffs.

Detective Constable 1st Class P. T. Holloway was a‘varded
the Certificate of Merit of the Royal Shipwreck Relief and
Humane Society for his rescue of people front the surf on
31st December, 1955.

The following Police have been Departmentally commended
for brave conduct as indicated:—

Constables T. V. Field and K. G. Aussell—arrest of
armed offender.

Sergeant 2nd Class C. V. Hughes and Constable R. A.
Cassilles—arrest of armed offender.

Sergeant 2nd Class J. T. Byers, Constables R. Hird, J. R.
Carter and C. J. Jurd—arrest of mentally deranged
man armed with rifle.

Constable 1st Class K. M. Gibson—arrest of two offenders.
one of theta armed.
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XIV. Police Killed in the Execution of their Duty.
Sergeant 3rd Class A. W. Nash died on 22nd August, 1956,

from wounds received on 16th August, 1956, when he was shot
by Nickolaj Russin. (For details see under "Acts of Bravery
by Police".)

XV. Special Awards to Police.
During 1956 Police were presented with Awards as shown

hereunder:-

The George Medal.
Constable Harry Brennan.

The British Empire Medal.
Inspector 1st Class Peter James McLaughlin.
Sergeant 3rd Class Alfred Edmund Frederick Chapman.
Sergeant 3rd Class Neville Bernard Townsend.
Constable 1st Class Bruce Pearson.
Constable William Alexander Graham.
Constable Charles John Melton.
Constable Leonard Ryan.

The Queen's Police Medal for Gallantry (Posthumous Award).
Constable Bernard Alfred Orrock.

The Queen's Police Medal for Distinguished Service: ,

Detective Superintendent 2nd Class John James Flint.
Superintendent 3rd Class William Henry Johnson.
Superintendent nrd Class Walter Alfred Leslie Crirnston.
Superintendent 3rd Class Athol Ernest Blackwell.
Inspector 1st Class Berty Bernard Parker.
Inspector 1st Class Esmond Wheeler Freeman.
Inspector 2nd Class William Leslie Jefferson.

The Queen's Commendation for Brave Conduct.
Senior Constable William Elsner Stevens.
Constable 1st Class Marius Joseph William John Bourke.
Constable 1st Class John Andre Coughlin.
Constable 1st Class Rudolph Luvaine Munns.
Constable Svend Aage Ivarsson.
Constable Harry Richard Miller.
Constable Allen Richard Quirk.

The Imperial Service Medal.
The Imperial Service Medal was presented to 42 ex-members

of the New South Wales Police Force.

The Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal.
(A new award for Police.)

Advice has beets received that Her Majesty the Queen has
approved of the extension to the New South Wales Police
Force of the Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal.
Recommendations have been submitted for a number of awards
to Police, but no actual awards were made during 1956.

With the extension of the award of the Police Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal, the award of the Imperial Service
Medal will not be available to members of the New South
Wales Police Force who have retired on and from 1st May,
1956.

The George Lewis Trophy.
This Trophy is presented each year by Mr. George Lewis,

a Sydney businessman, for the most courageous act by a mem-
ber of the New South Wales Police Force.

For the year 1955, the trophy has been awarded to Con-
stable 1st Class W. A. Graham, for bravery displayed when
a man named Rymal shot at him and was fatally shot and
killed by the Constable at Cooma. on 21st May, 1955. For
details see the Annual- Report for 1955.

For the year 1956, the trophy has been awarded to the late
Sergeant A. W. Nash. Particulars of the shooting and death
of the Sergeant are set out in this Report under the heading
"Acts of Bravery".

The Alfred Edward Award.
This Award is made, under the will of the late Alfred

Edward, a former Superintendent of Traffic
'

 for the pluckiest
or most commendable act during the year by a Traffic Con-
stable or Constables.

For the year 1955, the Award was made to Constable G. A. A.
Riley in respect of his- brave actions on 17th November, 1955,
in grappling and holding a mentally deranged woman who
was endeavouring to cast herself from the cliffs at Watson's
Bay.

For the year 1956, the Award has been made to Constable
1st Class K. M. Gibson who on 27th December, 1956, pursued
two men in a car at high speed. The ear crashed and the Con-
stable arrested both men although one of them had threatened
him with a rifle.

Peter Mitchell Trust Awards.
Under the will of the late Peter Stuckey Mitchell, funds are

provided for the making of certain awards to civilians, per-
sonnel of the Armed Services, and of the Police Force. Annual
competition is conducted among members of the Police Force.
the following beiag the awards made for the years 1955 and
1956 (the first award was for the year 1955).

(1) Most couragfous act-
For 1955, Constable 1st Class W. A. Graham (see above).
For 1956, late Sergeant 3rd Class A. W. Nash (see

above).
(2) Most outstanding performance of any phase of Police

duty-
For 1955, Superintendent 1st Class J. D. McAuley (in

recognition of his work in connection with floods).
For 1956, Detective Sergeant 3rd Class R. W. Kelly (in

respect af his consistent and successful investigation
of crimes).

(3) Most outstanding Police Sportsman-
For 1955, Sergeant 3rd Class M. T. Wood-oarsman of

international fame.
For 1956, Detective Constable P. F. Manning-outstand-

ing swimmer and member of surf teams.

(4) Host outstanding cultural achievement-
Tor 1955, Constable 1st Class C. S. Berenson-a singer of

public repute.
For 1956, Constable 1st Class A. H. Adams-an artist

who is also President of the Miranda Art Group.
(5) Most outstanding Police Cadet of the year.

For 1955, Cadet J. P. Smith.
For 1956, Cadet J. G. Hill.

(6) Members of the Police Force obtaining highest marks
in the qualifying examinations-

(i) Examination for Confirmation of appointment.
For 1955, Constable A. R. Bunt.
For 1956, Constable J. E. Carmichael.

(ii) Examination for Constable 1st Class.
For 1955, Constable B. J. Burns.
For 1956, Constable J. N. Hobbs.

(iii) Examination for Sergeant 3rd Class.
For 1955, Detective Constable 1st Class S. J.

Walden.
For 1956, Detective Senior Constable N. R.

Stevenson.

Examination for Sergeant 1st Class.
For 1955, Detective Sergeant 2nd Class R. G.

Blissett.
For 1956, Sergeant 2nd Class C. J. Barden.

Examination for Inspector.
For 1955, Sergeant 1st Class G. E. White.
1956, Sergeant 1st Class W. C. J. Springthorpe.

Examination for designation of Detective.
For 1955, Constable 1st Class J. G. McClelland.
For 1956, Constable B. J. Whelan.

XVI. Police on Sick Report.
(a) Absences where sickness not due to in jury on duty.

Male Police on sick report for 1956 totalled 2,154 (repre-
senting 45.8 per cent. of the total strength of the Force,
4,700), for a total of 44,788 days absent from duty, being an
average of 20.79 days for each man on sick report and 9.5 days
for each member of the Force. The time lost by Police on sick
report represented 2.61 per cent.

Policewomen on sick report numbered 39 absent from duty
for 392 days.

Cadets on sick report numbered 200, absent from duty for
1,790 days.

Two Matrons were off duty sick for 31 days, and one Special
Sergeant was absent for 49 days.

(b) Injuries suffered on duty.
325 Male Police were off duty sick for a total of 7,517

days.
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2 Women Police were off duty for 6 days.
28 Cadets were off duty for 330 days.
In addition, 232 Police and 1 Cadet sustained injuries whilst

on duty but did not report off duty sick.
(a) and (b) combined.—The average daily number of male

Police on sick report was 142.91, which represents 3.04 per
cent, of the total strength of' 4,700.

XVII. Appendices.
As appendices to this Report are submitted the following:—

"A" Return of serious crimes known to the Police during
1955 and 1956, and number of such crimes cleared
up during 1956.

"B" Return of cases dealt with by the Courts of Petty
Sessions in New South Wales during 1956.

"C" Table showing the Police strength, population and
number of prosecutions during each of the years 1937
to 1956.

"D" Map of New South Wales showing the location cot
Police Stations and the boundaries of Police Adminis-
trative Districts and Sub-Districts.

XVIII. Administration and conclusion.
I desire once again, in concluding my Annual Report, to

record with appreciation the assistance rendered by the senior
Police Officers of the Department in the maintenance of
discipline among Police and keeping the work of the Force
at a satisfactory level of efficiency.

• The Department is indebted to its Public Service staff,
which, under the direction of the Secretary, renders very effi-
cient service in the detailed and general administration of the
Department. I would like to place on record my thanks to
all members of this staff for their very good work during the
year.

C. .1. DELANEY,

Commissioner of Police.

t 89345-311
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APPENDIX " A ".

Serious Crime in the State of New South Wales,
1955 1956.

Type^Offence.of

Offences known to the Police. Offences Cleared Up.

1955. 1956. 1956.

Abduction ^ 13 14 14
Abortion^ujil Attempts ^ 6 4 4
Actual Bodily Harm—Occasioning ^ 162 158 158
Arson ^ 25 18 15
Assault and Rob ^ 104 124 104
Bestiality ^ 6 3 3
Bigamy ^ 41 31 31
Break and enter ^ 5,165 5.947 3,411
(7arnal Knowledge ^ 192 319 318
Conspiracy^ 3 6 6
Demand Property with Menace ^ 7 17 17
Embezzlement and Larceny as Clerk or Servant ^ 294 479 474
False Pretences  ^1,670 2,766 2,643
Forging and Uttering^ 472 647 643
Grievous Bodily Harm (including malicious wounding) ^ 173 207 207
Indecent Assault on Females ^ 257 384 381
Indecent Assault on Males ^ 257 442 441
Larceny (all types of thefts not otherwise listed) 12,904 14,032 10,868
Larceny of Animals ^ 104 145 124
Larceny from Person ^ 56 43 39
Larceny in Dwellings ^ 405 296 193
Manslaughter ^ 127 93 93
Misappropriation ^ 209 161 160
Murder ^ 48 60 58
Murder—Attempts ^ 44 47 46
Perjury and False Swearing ^ 7 8 8
Rape and Attempts ^ 35 34 34
Receiving Stolen Property ^ 391 618 618
Robbery being Armed ^ 22 16 13

Totals ^ 23,199 27,119 21,124



APPENDIX "B ".
Return of Cases dealt with by Courts of Petty Sess'ons, New South Wales, for the year ended 31st December, 1956.

How dealt with.

Disposed of Summarily.
Arrests. Summons Committed Withdrawn Total

OFFENCES. Cases, for or for In- De-
. Trial. Fined. Imprisoned, Otherwise

dealt^with.
Discharged. Total ' Previous

Year.
crease. crease.

M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. IVI. F. M.^F.

&noes Against the Person :—
Abduction ^ 13 ... 1 4 6 ... •- ... 1 1 5 3 .18^10 ... 1
Abortion, attempts, etc. ^ 6 ... 1 4 ... ... ... ... ... 5 1 11^o
Assault and rob or with intent to rob^'   174 ... 144 7 2 ... 12 1 16 1 183^139 44 ...
Assault, common, female or in company  ^. . .. ......... 1,952 61 3,028 627 74 ... 1,000 94 16'1 3 1,012 67 2,733 524 5,668^5,881 213
Assault Constable or Special Constable in execution of duty 289 22 7 9 179 19 74 I 24 2 18 1 320 376 56
Bigamy ^ 20 11 ... ... 20 10 ... ... ... ... ... 1 ... ... 31 46 15...
Bodily^harm,^causing^actual^or^grievous^and^malicious

wounding (excluding eases arising from driving)^ 341 14 9 1 179 2 31 1 129 12 365 341 21 ...
.Concealment of birth ^ 1 •• . •• • •• • •• • ... ... ... ... 1 - • ... 1 1 ... ...
Demand property by menaces or threat ^ 9 1 ... 3 1 • • • 4 ... 10
Manslaughter (excluding cases arising from driving) ^ 15 3 6 1 ... ... ... ... ... 9 9 18 3 i •. 19
Murder^ 44 7 ... ... 34 7 ... ... 1 ... ••• ... .9 ... 51 48
Murder, attempt or inciting ^ 30 ... 20 5 ... ... ... 1 ... 9 1 36 311
Railways, endangering passengers •• • •• • ... 2 ... 1 ... •• • ... 5 6 ...^ 1
Setting fire to dwelling, person being therein^ 2 1 ... ... 2 1 •• • ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3 2
Suicide, attempted ^ 111 44 •• • •• • - • .•.^... 9 2 49 21 53 21 155 115 40 ...
Other offences against the person ^

exual Offences :—

13 1 •• • 7 1 ... ... ... 1 ... 4 ... 14

Rape and attempts ^ 31 9- - - - 19 ... ... ... ... ... ... 12 0- 33 39 6Bestiality and attempts ^ • 5 ••• •-• ... 1 ... ... ... 5 3
Buggery and attempts ^ 72 1 ... ... 68 1 ... ... 1 ... ... 3 ... 73 31 42
Carnal knowledge ^ 342 2 1 ... 250 ... ... ... 2 ... ' -

43 ... 48 2 345 211 134 ..,
Indecent assault on females ^ 323 2 1 ... 223 ... I ... 8 57 2 35 ... 326 281 45 ...
Indecent assault on males ^ 343 1 ... 253 1 4 17 ... 48 ... 21 ... 344 263 81 ...
'Other sexual offences ^ 18 . 12 3 „, ... 3 ... ... ... 1 .)_ 23 12 11 ...

)renees Aiising from Driving :—
Bodily harm by wanton or furious driving^ 17 •• • •• • 10 ..• ••• ... ... ... 1 ... 6 17 23 •.. 6Bodily harm by negligent act or omission ^ 95 1 ... ... 64 1 1 ... ... ... 24 ... 96 78 18 ...
Culpable driving ^ 2') ... ••• ••• 13 ... ••• ... ... ... ... 7 20 20 ...
Manslaughter ^ 72 ... •-• ••• 39 ... ••• ... ... ... 2 ... 31 ... 72 10

Total ^ 4,362 200^3,047^634 1,453 45 1,102^113^991^7 1,291 97 3,182 572 8,243 8,115 128 ...
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How dealt with.

Disposed of Summarily.
Arrests.^Summon- Committed Withdrawn Total

OFFENCES.
Cases. for

Trial. I^Fined.^Imprisoned.^Otherwise
ltdea^with.

or
Discharged. Tlota. for

Previous
Year.

In-
crease.

De-
crease.

31.^F. 31.^F. 31. 1^F. M. 1^F.^31.^F.^I^31.^1^F.
I

M. F.

)ffences Against Property :-
Burglary, break and enter, attempts, etc. ^ 1661 27^4 1 2,046^7^8 1^155^3^1,299 11 157 6 3,693 3.197 496 ...
Cattle, unlawfully kill, maim or wound ^ 16 1^4 I ...^i^...^ 5 1^'-^...^.^7 1 20 39 19
Malicious injury to property ^ 974 51^170 -to 19 I^3^683 54^36^1^200 6 206 27 1,235 1,301 ... 66
Maliciously setting fire to property of any kiud and attempts^ 16 ...^... ... 9-^...^... ...^...^... 2 16 14
-Sacrilege ^ 7 1^' ... 4-^1^2 ...^.. ... 8 5
Any other offences against property ^ ... ... ... ...^.. •^• -^..•^• • •^• • •^• • • •• • 18 ... 18

Total ^ 4,674^80^176^42 2,076^11 698 56 193 .^4^1,514 I^18 369^33 4,972 4,374 398 ...

.arcenies, Frauds and Kindred Offences :-
Embezzlement and larceny as ci-:,rk or servant ^ 360 23 4 ... 145 4^17 5^4.5^...^94 11 63 1^3 387 483 ... 96
False pretences and attempts ^ 2,428 326 66 28 330 a^543 102^798^129 511 100 312^18 2,848 1,863 983 ...
Forgery or uttering ^ 629 41 3^... 290 6^70 5^98^2 132 25 42^.• 673 357 316 ...
Found at night with intent to commit felony ^ 61 ...^... ... 15^... 10 ... 61 47 14 ...
Found in enclosed yard with intent to commit felony ^ 79 ...^... ... 26 ... 15^... 11 ... 79 58 -^21 ...
Goods in custody suspected stolen ^ 820 57^70 ... 366 16 120^3 169 17 227 21 947 914 33 ...
Illegally using or larceny of vehicle or boat ^ 1,957 26^5 1 :)49 ...^369 8 390^1 539 13 115 1,989 1,379 610 ...
Illegally using animal ^ 15 ...^... ... . ...^11 ... 1^... 1 15 10 5
Larceny as bailee ^ 70 ...^1 ... 23^i^... 30^... 71 58 13 ...
Larceny of animals ^ 168 ...^1 .9 ... 54 ... 169 101 68 ...
Larceny from person ^ 169 17 1 ... 73 1^44^9 31 1 15 6 187 162 25 ...
Larceny in dwelling ^ 191 5 6',- ... 30 2^54 1^... 30 3 17 ... 198 322 ... 124
Larceny (all thefts not specially listed) ^ 10,072 1,236 57 12 702 10 4,067 750 2,154 '^111 2,622 294 584 82 11,377 11,000 377 ...
Misappropriation ^ 141 ... 5 1 57 ... 20 ... 6^1^... 42 ... 21 1 147 213 ... 66
Receiving ^ 551 43 1 ... 87 2 230 24 55^... 117 11 63 6 595 427 168 ...
Other offences under this heading ^ 30 ... 3 2 3^1 12 ... 3 1 35 33 ,-

Total ^ 17,741 1,774 219 44 2,286 27 5,874^914^3,883^2.55^4,396 475 1,521 147 19,778 17,427 2,351 ...
•

Iffences Against the Currency^

ifences Against Good Order :-
ndictable Offences-

... ... ... •• • ••• •• • •• •^I^• .• 3

Conspiracy ^ 33 ... 1 ... 31 ... ... ... ... ... 1 34 10 24
Contempt of court ^ 1 ... ... ... ... ••• ... ... ... ... ..• 1 1 ... ...
Incite to commit crime ^ ... ... ... ... ... ..-^-- ... ... ... ... ••• •• • -• •
Escape from custody^ 45 ... ... ... 20 ... ... 11 2 ... 45 39
Lewdness ^ 40 ... ... ... 19^... 40 19 21
Perjury and false swearing ^ 3 1 3 ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 1 7 8 ...
Public mischief ^ ... ... •• • ... •• • •.• ... ... ... ... 3 3 •• •
Riot and unlawful assembly ^ ... ... ... •• • - . •• • •• • •.. ... •• • •- ••• •• •
Seditipn and treason ... ... ... ... •• • •• • •• • .• • ... ... ... .•. ... ••• ... ... ...
Other indictable offences against good order ^ 52 5 8 ...^21^5 18 ... 2 57 58 ... 1
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92,662^9,485^2.870^890

11,602^135

^

4,232^49

^

5,249^48

^

129^3

^

1,425^14

^

35^16

^

532^5

M.

Arrests.

F.

Summons
Cases.

636
1

F.

170
1

21

36

Committed
for

Trial.

How dealt with.

Total.
Total

for
Previous

Year.

In-
crease.

De-
crease.

Disposed of Summarily.
Withdrawn

Or
Discharged.Fined. Imprisoned. Otherwise

dealt^with.

F. M. F. M.^F.^M. F. M. F.

1
10

2
228 1

1
38 1

4
8^286

2
274^12

• • •

3,975 2,776 20 1,199 491 192^27^8,681 9,190
2,992 181 8 69 4 22^6^3,282 2,967^315^.-

91 29 1 1 2^34 43
106 3 .- 10 4^2^125 181 56

2,219 112 2 284 5^._^2,622 2,083^539
84. 42 90 22 6]^1^245 203^42

24 2 1^27 31 4
3 20 22 1 4^50 46^4 • • •

1 1 11 13 7^6
11,835 1,453 353 22 60,273 3.29 613^59^77,867 81,199 3,332
1,678 617 22 13 53^19^2,402 1,948^454

2 39 7 8 1 6^63 61^2
218 20 • • • 14^252 213^39

24 1 19 • • • 4 • • 49 30^19
3 1,242 179 697 241 286^175^2,823 2,164^659

2,991 336 50 533 81 293^109^4,393 4,311^82
16 185 5 11 42 17^276 193^83

384 155 9 549 675 126
7 2 1 2 1 9^15 15

17 9 7^33 18^15
-512 19 4 61 13^2^611 649 38

129 13 8 5 5^160^120^40
30 96^13 13^152 157 -. 5

23 3 28 55 27
203 12 3^35 2 78^18^351 275^76 •• •

65 6 131^3^88 2 30^2^327 347 20

111 27,651 5,535 2,355^278^63,729 4.136 1,686^426 I 105,907 107,595 1,688

2,502 25 37 1,538 22 261^6^4,391 4,177 86
59,235 1,349 35 1 1,846 71 3,632^62^66,231 61,536^4,6.95
17,331 612 463 17 669^22^19,114 17 307^1,807
10,079 227 22 300^4 315^7^10,954 8,360^2,591
2,480 834 43 13 11^5^3,386 2,374^1,012
1,551 9 22 2 32^1^1,617 1,703

93,178 3,056^94 1 4,212 129 4,920^103 1105,693 95,757 19,936

OFFENCES.

Summary Offences-
Absconding from bail ^
Beg or gather alms ^
Behav:our-riotous, indecent, offensive, threatening or insulting
Betting ^
Bribery and attempts ^
Common gaming house, keiwpr, etc. ^
Common gaming house, found therein ^
Consorting ^
Constable, assume designation of ^
Cutting instrument in possession ^
Deserters, Military, Naval or Air Force ^
Drunk, drunk and disorderly^
Evade fare on public vehicle ^
Firearms, or machine gun, etc.-unlawful possession
Firearms-shoot or carry on Sunday ^
House breakin2 implements in possession ^
Idle and disorderly person (vagrants) ^
Language-profane, indecent,^obscene,^insulting^or

threatening ^
Pistol, unlicensed, in possession ^
Play at a game to annoyance, etc. ^
Prostitution, suffer ^
Prostitution, male person living on ^
Resist arrest and inciting thereto ^
Selling liquor without license ^

^

Ship, absent without leave, deserting, disobey order aboard, etc ^
Soliciting by known prostitute ^
Trespass on inclosed land ^
Other summary offences against good order ^

Total

Offences Against Traffic Laws :-
Drive motor vehicle under influence, or attempt^
Other driving offences of all kinds ^
Parking and allied offences ^
Offences against licensing, registration, taxation provisions^
Offences by pedestrians ^
Any other offences against the traffic laws^

Total

^

4^_.^...

^

284^2^.-

^

5,056^3,259^330

^

3,079^183^12

^

26^._^8

^

117^1^3

^

2,506^110^4

^

180^65^-.

^

24^-.^3

^

49^1

^

13^_.

^

73,069^4,791^5

^

160^13^1,593

^

44^•.^18

^

40^_.^212
49

^

2,227^595^1

^

3,373^347^494

^

255^4^16

^

539^10^--

^

8^7^--
33

^

586^21^4

^

138^18^4
152

^

28^_.

^

211^11^108

^

263^13^.51

^

106^4
59,499 1,435
18,334 648
9,291 I 224I:■1!):9 833 ! 

NOTE.-In addition, 163,921 persons paid fines to the Police Department, without Court appearance, in accordance with the Minor Traffic Offences Regulations.



Appendix " B "— continued.

OFFENCES.

Arrests. Summons
Cases.

How dealt with.

Total.
Ttal

for
Previous

Year.

In-
crease.

De-
crease .

Committed
for

Trial,

Disposed of Summarily.
Withdrawn

or
Discharged.Fined. OtherwiseImprisoned.^dealt ^with.

M.^F.^M. F. M. F. M. F. AL^F.^AL M.

Breaches of Ads Generally^(including^offences^not^provided
for under the foregoing headhigs):--

Abcrigines Protection ^ 552 40^104 8 • 540 36 34 3^52 8 30^1 704 727 23
Auctioneers, Stock and Station and Real Estate Agents^ 8 26 ._ 1 21 5 4 3 34 50 16
Billiards and Bagatelle ^ 2 2 ._ 3 1 4 5 1
Bush Fires 9 _. 77 3 72 1 1 8 5 2 89 83 6 • ••

Cattle Slaughtering and Diseased Animals and Meat ^ ._ 20 _. 15 5 20 10 10 • • •

Child Welfare ^ 278 173^137 51 106 11 31^40 233 131 40 42 639 543 96
Companies ^
Crimes (Commonwealth) ^

7
40

._
3

20
61

...
1 2J

8
46 3 8 11 1

19
7

27
105

4
96

23
9

Customs (Commonwealth) ^ 4 43 _. 47 47 8 39
Defence (Commonwealth) ^ 13 739 _. 630 36 86 752 264 488
Desert( (1 Wives and Children ^ 75 169 2 7 13^150 1 74 1 246 341 95
Dog and Goat^ 2 364 428 350 407 7 1 9 20 794 434 3.60
Electoral Acts (State and Commonwealth) ^ 1 79 12 68 12 4 8 92 89 3
Factories and Shops ^ 252 31 230 25 3 1 19 5 283 144 139
Fauna Protection ^ 3 53 –. 53 3 56 44 12
Fisheries and Oyster Farms ^ 7 _. 434 3 395 3 13 33 444 529 85
Forestry ^ .– 64 _. 53 7 4 64 65 1
Gaming and Betting ^ 166 6 25 1 163 6 25 3 1 198 216 18
Government Railways—and By-laws^ 358 19 1,746 396 1,855 384 1 149 14 99 17 2,519 1,880 639
Hawkers and Pedlers ^ 30 _. 14 ._ 41 3 44 51 7
Immigration (Commonwealth) 71 _. 11 ._ 10 10 43 19 82 37 45
Inebriates ^ 82 21 42 3 88 18 22 5 14 1 148 122 26
Inflammable Liquid ^ –. 6 1 6 .– 1 7 6 1
Landlord and Tenant ^ 3 1 295 78 64 35 113 32 121 12 377 349 28 • • •

Liquor (other than sly grog) ^ 140 5 3,050 78 2,8112 59 89 5 209 19 3,273 2,793 480
Local Government and Ordinances ^ 16 2 3,255 182 2,888 121 46 9 337 54 3,455 3,712
Lotteries and Art Unions ^ 137 _. 163 ._ 210 9 •• • 81 300 102 19.8
Lunacy ^ 95 22 ... _. 16 9 34 5 45 8 117 174 57
Marriage ^ 2 2 17 15 12 10 7 7 36 42 6
Medical Practitioners ^ 4 1 1 1 2 1 1 ••• 1 6 21 15
Money-lenders and Infants Loans ^ 2 ._ 1 • • • 1 2 13 11
Navigation (Commonwealth) ^ 7 ... 1 5 1 7 8
Obscene and Indecent Publications ^ 19 11 ... 1 12 6 9 2 30 27 3
Pastures Protection ^ 15 570 14 535 13 14 36 1 599 689 90
Pistol License (other than unlicensed pistol) 11 –. 17 1 16 5 1 6 29 12 • •

Poisons ^ –. 5 ._ 5 5 2 3
Police Offences ^ 106 4 156 10 183 9 2 55 2 22 3 276 276
Police Offences (Drugs)^
Police Regulation ^

12
2

5 34
2

5
_.

27
3

2 6 3
1

4 10 4 f6
4

66
4

10

Post and Telegraph (Commonwealth) ^ 60 100 15 14 132 12 1 11 2 3 175 495



Appendix " B "-continued.
I

How dealt with.

Disposed of Summarily.
Arrests. Summons Committed Withdrawn Total

OFFENCES.
Cases. for

Trial. Otherwif e
':r

Discharged.
Total. for

Previous
In-

crease.
De-

crease.Fined. Imprisoned. dealt^with. Year.

M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.

Breaches of Acts generally^(including offences not provided for
under the foregoing headings)-continued.

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ^ 22 -- 58 ... 15 ... 79 155 ... 76
Printing
Public Health ...

...
285

...
42

...

...
...
...

9-
225

...
22

...

...
...
...

...
5 4

...
55

...
16

2
327

8
296

...
31

6
...

Public Roads ^ ... 108 ... ... 2 ... 112 78 34 ...
Pure Food ^ ... 1,446 79 ... ... 1,367 71 ... ... 51 3 28 5 1,525 1,403 122 ...
Second-hand Dealers and Collectors 15 ... 20 1 •.. ... 30 ... ... ... 1 1 4 ... 36 18 18 ...
Stock Diseases ^ 36 ... ... 33 ... ... ... ... ... 36 32
Sunday Trading (Refreshment Rooms) ^ •.. 6 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 6 10 ... 4
Sydney Harbour Trust ^ ... 32 ... ... 28 ... ... ... ... 32 35 ... 3
Theatres and Public Halls ^ 13 ... 33 2 ... ... 43 2 ... ... ... ... 48 71 ... 23
Vagrancy (except offences specially provided for elsewhere) ^ 189 12 2 ... ... ... 9 1 126 3 46 4 10 4 203 301 98
Venereal Diseases ^ 5 ... 53 ... ... 53 3 61 47

...
14 ...

Weights and Measures ... ••• 138 12 ... ... 135 11 ... 3 1 ... ... 150 134 16 ...
Wild Flowers and Native Plants Protection ^ 38 10 ... ... 37 9 ... 1 1 ... 48 109 ... 61
Wool. Hide and Skin Dealers ^ 3 10 ... ... 11 ... ... 1 ... 1 13 11
Any other Acts 115 1 7,125 512 ... ... 5,978 363 24 ... 120 9 1,118 1 .41 7,753 3,778 3,975 ...

Total ^ 2,694 316 21,566 2,000 47 ... 19,767 1,619 373 73 1,416 233 2,655 371 26,576 21,019 5,557

RECAPITULATION.
Offences against the person ^ 4,362 200 3,047 634 1,453 45 1,192 113 291 7 1,291 97 3,182 572 8,243 8,115 128 ...
Offences against property^ 4,674 80 176 42 2,076 11 698 56 193 4 1,514 18 369 33 4,972 4,574 398 ...
Larceny, frauds and kindred offences ^ 17,741 1,774 219 44 2,286 27 5,874 914 3,883 255 4,396 475 1,521 147 19,778 17,427 2,351 ...
Offences against the currency ^ 3 ... ... ... ... ... ••• ... ... ... ... 3 •• •
Offences against good order ^ 92,662 9,485 2,870 , 890 111 ... 27,651 5,?,35 2,353 278 63,729 4,136 1,686 426 105,907 107,595 1,688
Offences against the traffic laws ^ 11,602 135 90,802 3,154 ... ... 93,178 3.^'5- 6 94 1 4,212 129 4,920 103 105,693 95,757 -.9,936 ...
Breaches of Acts generally ^ 2,694 316 21,566 2,000 47 ... 19,767 1, .19 375 73 1,416 253 2,655 371 26,376 21,019 5,557 ...

Total ^ 133,735 11,993 118,680 6,764 5,973 83 148,360 11,: 93 7,191 1^618 76,558 5,111 14,333 1,652 271,172 254,487 16,685 ...
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Appendix "B "-continued.

Application For Orders, 1956.

CLASSIFICATION.

Orders Made. No Orders Made
(after evidence).

Cases Withdrawn,
etc. Total Cases.

Tot^I.

M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.

. For Maintenance-
Wife ^ 1,611 2 256 4 1,528 3,395 8 3,403
Child^ 1,157 2 53 1 380 2 1,590 1,595
Under Lunacy Act ^ 5 2 1 1 8 1 9

Varying order for maintenance^ 935 172 125 35 249 39 1,309 246 1,555
Preliminary Expenses ^ 53 6 1 16 75 1 76
Uncontrollable Child ^ 63 27' 14 5 6 1 83 33 116
Neglected Child ^ 143 142 48 23 24 215 172 387
Breach conditions of release ^ 301 27 72 5 25 398 33 431
Detention of property ^ 3,136 1,486 34 11 2,507 1,272 5,677 2,769 8,446
Fraudulent removal (Landlord and Tenant) ^ 1 1 2
Prohibition (Liquor Act) ^ 260 19 25 90 375 27 402
Sureties (Threats, &c., and apprehended injuries to

property) ^ 88 3 21 4 148 18 257 25 282
Lunacy Act.^Orders for detention in institutions 1,029 1,199 1,114 596 244 111 2,387 1,906 4,293
Apprehended violence 13 2 18 33 35

Under-
Forestry Act ^ 6 • • • • • • 1 7 7
Landlord and Tenant (■ Mier than fraud ulent

. removal) ^ 2,839 586 756 180 2,079 451 5,674 1,217 6,891
Local Government Act ^ 47 3 13 1 37 5 97 106
Musters and Servants Act ^ 1,198 42 70 6 97 17 1,365 65 1,430
Public Health Act ^ 53 21 8 1 59 19 120 41 161
Child Welfare Act ^ 69 32 15 13 28 8 112 53 165
Industrial Arbitration Act (Trade Union levies) 631 34 121 10 205 8 957 52 1,009
Other Acts ^ 553 121 92 13 385 99 1,030 .233 1,263

Total ^ 14,191 3,919 2,847 910 8,127 2,070 25,165 6,899 32,064

Non -Compliance With Orders, 1956.

CLASSIFICATION.

Cases Withdrawn
or Discharged.

Cases in which
orders were sub-
sequently obeyed.

Cases in which
defendants were

imprisoned.

Total^persons
brought before

the Court.
Total.

M. F. M. F. M. F. I^M. F

For Maintenance-
Wife ^ 1,265 ... 2,709 1 577 ... 4,551 1 4,552
Child^
Under Lunacy Act ^

Preliminary Expenses ^

172 ...

,..

616
1
2

...

...

...

89
...

...

877
3

... 877
3
2

Detention of property ^ 3 ... ... 5 ... 5
Sureties (Threats, &c., and apprehended injuries to

property) ^ 15 1 1 ... 1 ... 17 1 18

Under-
Forestry Act ^ ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
Landlord and Tenant Act ^ 24 6 76 21 ... 102 27 129
Local Government Act ^ 4 1 ... 9 1 10
Masters and Servants Act ^
Public Health Act ^
Child Welfare Act ^
Industrial Arbitration Act (Trade Union levies)

9
11

...

...

...
1

...

...
14

1
...

...
3

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...
23
12

...

...
3

...
26
13

...
Other Acts ^ 7 ... 5 ... 3 ... 15 ... 15
Costs of Court ^ 7 ... 87 3 3 ... 97 3 100

Total ^ 1,519 8 3,521 29 673 5,713 37 5,750
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APPENDIX "C ".
TA BLE Showing-

(1) The relative strength of the New South Wales Police Force to the total population.
(2) The number of cases before the Courts, and number relative to the population for the 20 years 1937 to

1956 inclusive :-

Year.

Strength of Force. (a) Cases Before the Court.

General
Population.

Number. Per 1,000 of
Population. Number. Per 1,000 of

Population.

1937 ^ 3,818 1.40 125,791 47 2,710,738
1938 ^ 3,803 1•40 115,521 42 2,735,695
1939 ^ 3,905 1.42 144,848 52 2,770,348
1940^ 3,904 1.42 149,421 53 2,793,321
1941    3,851 1.37 133,470 47 2,797,027
1942 ^ 3,763 1.31 154,531 55 2,828,639
1943 ^ 3,676 1.29 135,503 47 2,858,273
1944 ^ 3,598 1.25 126,501 44 2,870,956
1945 ^ 3,677 1•27 141,070 49 2,89:3,656
1946 ^ 3,958 1.35 173,311 59 2,929,447
1947 ^ 4,196 1•41 180,835 60 2,985,285
1948 ^ 4,298 142 198,456 66 3,025,319
1949^ 4,344 1.39 205,817 66 3,113,659
1950 ^ 4,410 1.36 214,917 66 3,244,597
1951 ^ 4,470 1.35 242,190 73 3,317,182
1952 ^ 4,641 1.36 269,197 79 3,405,389
1953 ^ 4,776 (b) 1.38 276,566 80 3,454,243
1954 ^ 4,719 (b) 1.38 294,282 (c) 86 3,423,887
1955 ^ 4,921 (b) 1.40 315,666 (c) 90 3,505,100
1956 ^ 5,026 (b) 1.40 435,093 (e) 122 3,566,145 (d)

(a) Including Trackers and Police Cadets.
(b) Includes Parking Police, Women Police, Special Constables and Matrons.
(r) Includes also cases where fines were paid to the Police Department under the Minor Traffic Offences Regilistioll and het

brought before the Court.
(d) Latest estimate, 30th September, 1956.

111


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26

