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Executive summary
The proposal

Transport for NSW propose to upgrade about 3.6 kilometres of The Driftway between
Londonderry Road and Blacktown Road (the proposal). The proposal is located in the
suburbs of Richmond, Londonderry and South Windsor, NSW. The upgrade to The Driftway
forms Stage 1 of the New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements.

Stage 2 would include a new bridge over the Hawkesbury River and associated traffic
improvements around Richmond and North Richmond. Stage 2 would be subject to a future,
separate environmental approval assessment and is not included in this review of
environmental factors (REF).

Key features of Stage 1 of the proposal would include:

e Upgrade of the intersection of Londonderry Road / The Driftway to a roundabout

o Upgrade of The Driftway intersections with Luxford Road and Reynolds Road to
channelised right turn T-junctions

o Realignment of 230 metres of The Driftway at its eastern extent to create a four-leg
roundabout with Blacktown Road and Racecourse Road

¢ A new 24 metre long bridge over a tributary of Rickabys Creek

¢ A new 30 metre long retaining wall along the north western corner of Racecourse
Road and Blacktown Road

¢ Pavement improvements to 3.6 kilometres of The Driftway, including widening both
shoulders to 1.5 metres

¢ Modifications to driveways and property adjustment works

o Removal of the redundant section of The Driftway and its intersection with Blacktown
Road. Reshaping of this area for flood storage capacity

¢ Drainage improvements along The Driftway
e Relocation and/or adjustments to public utilities and street lighting

¢ Ancillary work including safety barriers, signage, line marking and environmental
protection work

e Landscaping and rehabilitation work
e Temporary ancillary construction facility and laydown areas.

Display of the Review of Environmental Factors

Transport for NSW prepared a review of environmental factors (REF) for the New Richmond
bridge and traffic improvements - Stage 1 The Driftway. The REF was publicly displayed
between 15 November 2021 and 10 December 2021 on the Transport for NSW website and
made available for download. Printed and electronic copies were also available by
contacting the New Richmond bridge proposal team.

In-person community sessions were not held due to COVID-19 restrictions. As an
alternative, two online community information sessions were held on 24 November 2021 and
25 November 2021 to offer the community a chance to learn more about the proposal, ask
questions and provide comments.
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Summary of issues and responses

Public display of the REF and the supporting consultation resulted in a total of nine
submissions. Of these submissions, six were from the general community and three were
from government agencies. Two of the submissions objected to the proposal and two were
conditionally neutral, the remaining offered no position on whether they supported or
objected to the proposal, however, raised questions and concerns to be addressed.

The main issues raised are summarised below:

¢ One submission stated that support for the proposal would be contingent on the
reclassification of the Driftway, between Londonderry Road and Blacktown Road, as
a State road under the care, control, and responsibility of Transport for NSW

o Three submissions questioned whether the improvements to The Driftway would
cater for cyclists and form part of the Principal Bike Network route. Several of the
submissions also emphasised the importance of enhancing road safety for active
transport users through a dedicated separated cycleway from the pedestrian path
and traffic lanes as part of the overall design

e Four submissions expressed concern over the potential for increased flood levels
and impacts to identified properties along The Driftway as a result of the proposal

e Most of the issues raised were related to aspects of the proposal design, including
drainage and driveway modifications and design criteria clarifications.

Changes to the proposal

Transport for NSW acknowledges all of the issues raised in submissions to the REF for the
New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements — Stage 1 The Driftway. As a result,
Transport has revised the proposal design to address some of the feedback received in
submissions in regard to aspects of the proposal design. At this time, Transport for NSW
propose the following design revisions:

e The existing pavement surface would be stabilised and strengthened to achieve a 40
year design life, rather than a 20 year design life as stated in the REF

e Batters forming the drainage on the southern side of The Driftway are 6:1 on the road
side with 2:1 on the property side. Where space permits and within the assessed
proposal footprint, 2:1 batters would be revised in the design to 4:1

e Minor property access adjustments to five private properties, including four private
residences located along the southern side of The Driftway and the Hawkesbury
Waste Management Facility to accommodate revised road levels, drainage design
and vehicle access.

Additional assessment

Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2021

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulations 2021 (2021 Regulation) came
into effect on 01 March 2022 and superseded the Environmental Planning and Assessment
Regulation 2000. Two new provisions have been added to clause 228(2) and require
consideration under what is now referred to as section 171(2) of the 2021 Regulation:

(q) applicable local strategic planning statements, regional strategic plans or district strategic
plans made under the Act, Division 3.1

(r) other relevant environmental factors.
The new section 171(2) provisions have been considered in Section 4.1.1 of this report.
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Design changes environmental assessment

The potential for environmental impact as a result of the design revisions are consistent with
the potential impacts described in the REF. There would be no additional impacts as a
result the proposed revisions.

Further contamination and waste classification

A detailed site investigation and preliminary (in-situ) waste classification were undertaken
during September and December 2021 by Jacobs within the proposal area. The objective of
the assessment was to gather analytical data at previously identified potential areas of
environmental concern (AEC) as detailed in the Richmond Bridge Duplication Phase 1
Desktop Contamination Study for Option Assessment (PSl) (AECOM, 2020) and in
accordance with the Sampling, Analysis and Quality Plan (SAQP) (Jacobs, 2021).

The assessment identified potential exposure risks to construction workers from
contamination (if any) in soils, sediment, surface water and ground gases (vapour). The
assessment also provided preliminary in-situ waste classification data to support decisions
relating to the fate and possible reuse of excavated material within the proposal area during
construction. The assessment resulted in additional safeguards including:

¢ An Asbestos Management Plan (AMP) which would be implemented inclusive of an
‘Unexpected finds’ protocol within the Construction Environmental Management Plan
(CEMP) to plan for and accommodate confirmed/potential Asbestos Containing
Material (ACM) or other waste identified during the construction phase

o If groundwater is encountered during excavations and / or installation of deep ground
structures, such as footings and pilings, further assessment may be considered to
determine durability impacts on construction materials (asphalt, steel and concrete)
durability.

Next steps

Transport for NSW, as the determining authority, will consider the information in the REF
and this submissions report and plan whether or not to proceed with the proposal.

Transport for NSW will inform the community and stakeholders of this decision and where a
decision is made to proceed, will continue to consult with the community and stakeholders
prior to and during the construction phase.
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1 Introduction and background

1.1 The proposal

Transport for NSW propose to upgrade about 3.6 kilometres of The Driftway between
Londonderry Road and Blacktown Road (the proposal). The proposal is located in the
suburbs of Richmond, Londonderry and South Windsor, NSW. The upgrade to The
Driftway forms Stage 1 of the New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements.

Stage 2 would include a new bridge over the Hawkesbury River and associated traffic
improvements. Stage 2 would be subject to a future, separate environmental approval
assessment.

Key features of Stage 1 of the proposal would include:

e Upgrade of the intersection of Londonderry Road / The Driftway to a
roundabout

o Upgrade of The Driftway intersections with Luxford Road and Reynolds Road to
channelised right turn T-junctions

e Realignment of 230 metres of The Driftway at its eastern extent to create a
four-leg roundabout with Blacktown Road and Racecourse Road

¢ A new 24 metre long bridge over a tributary of Rickabys Creek

¢ A new 30 metre long retaining wall along the north western corner of
Racecourse Rd and Blacktown Road

e Pavement improvements to 3.6 kilometres of The Driftway including widening
both shoulders to 1.5 metres

¢ Modifications to driveways and property adjustment works

o Removal of the redundant section of The Driftway and its intersection with
Blacktown Road. Reshaping of this area for flood storage capacity

¢ Drainage improvements along The Driftway
e Relocation and/or adjustments to public utilities and street lighting

¢ Ancillary work including safety barriers, signage, line marking and
environmental protection work

e Landscaping and rehabilitation work

e Temporary ancillary construction facility and laydown areas.
The location of the proposal is provided in Figure 1.1 and the key features of the
proposal are provided in Figure 1.2.

A more detailed description of the proposal is provided in the New Richmond Bridge
and traffic improvements — Stage 1 The Driftway Review of Environmental Factors
(REF) prepared by Transport for NSW in November 2021.
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1.2  REF public display

Transport for NSW prepared a REF to assess the potential environmental impacts of
the proposed works. The REF was publicly displayed for comment between 15
November 2021 and 10 December 2021. Community updates were sent to 450
properties within the vicinity of The Driftway and emails were sent to 540 registered
stakeholders advising that the REF was on display.

The REF was published on the Transport for NSW website and made available for
download at nswroads.work/Richmond-bridge. During this time, Transport for NSW
invited the public to provide feedback by contacting the proposal team on 1800 370
778 or by email at: richmondbridge@transport.nsw.gov.au.

The proposal team was also available between 9 AM and 6 PM, Tuesday 30
November to Thursday 2 December 2021, for meetings with stakeholders directly
impacted by The Driftway upgrade.

To limit the spread of COVID-19, in-person community consultation sessions were not
held during the REF public display period. As an alternative, two online community
information sessions were held over two days:

e 24 November 2021 from 6-7 PM
e 25 November 2021 from 12-1 PM.

A total of 38 people registered and attended these sessions.

1.3 Purpose of the report

This submissions report relates to the REF prepared for the New Richmond Bridge and
traffic improvements - Stage 1 The Driftway and should be read in conjunction with the
REF document.

The REF was placed on public display and submissions relating to the proposal and
the REF were received by Transport for NSW. This submissions report addresses the
submissions made during the exhibition period of the REF. Each of the issues raised
have been responded to and specific issues have been combined by topic area
(Chapter 2). It details any changes to the proposal and investigations carried out since
finalisation of the REF (Chapter 3 and Chapter 4), and reaffirms the environmental
management measures, including any revised or changed management measures
(Chapter 5).
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2 Response to issues

A total of six submissions were received by Transport for NSW, accepted until 10
December 2021. An additional three submissions were received outside of the
exhibition period, raising new issues and therefore have been included.

In total, the nine submissions have been considered in this submissions report. Table
2-1 details the respondent type and each respondent’s allocated submission number.
The table also indicates where the issues from each submission have been addressed
in Chapter 2 of this report.

Table 2-1: Respondents

Respondent Submission Section number where issues are
No. addressed

Individual 01 2.3.2

Individual 02 2.7.2

Individual 03 2.3.2,25.1,26.1,2.6.2,2.6.3,2.7.2,2.8.2,
2.10.1,2.11.1, 2.121

Individual 04 231,234

Individual 05 2.2.1,2.3.2,2.8.3,2.15.1

Penrith City Council 06 2.3.3,24.1,26.1,2.6.2,2.6.3,2.6.4,2.7.1,
2.8.1,2.9.1,2.10.1, 2.13.1, 2.14.1, 2.15.1

Sydney Water 07 No response required as no issues were raised

Corporation

Individual 08 2.6.2

Hawkesbury City 09 221,23.2,24.1,2.83,29.2

Council

2.1 Overview of issues raised

A total of nine submissions were received via email in response to the display of the
REF. Three of the submissions were from government agencies and six were from the
community. Each submission has been examined individually to understand the issues
being raised.

The issues raised in each submission have been extracted and collated, and
corresponding responses to the issues have been provided. Where similar issues have
been raised in different submissions, only one response has been provided. The
issues raised and Transport for NSW response to these issues forms the basis of this
chapter.

The nine submissions can be summarised as follows, in terms of their overall response
to the proposal:

¢ None of the submissions offered absolute support for the proposal, two of the
submissions objected, two of the submissions were conditionally neutral and
the remaining offered no position on whether they supported or objected to the
proposal

¢ One submission stated that support for the proposal would be contingent on the
reclassification of the Driftway, between Londonderry Road and Blacktown
Road, as a State road under the care, control, and responsibility of Transport
for NSW
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e Three submissions questioned whether the improvements to The Driftway
would cater for cyclists and form part of the Principal Bike Network route.
Several of the submissions also emphasised the importance of enhancing road
safety for active transport users through a dedicated separated cycleway from
the pedestrian path and traffic lanes as part of the overall design

e Four submissions expressed concern over the potential for increased flood
levels and impacts to identified properties along The Driftway as a result of the
proposal

o Most of the issues raised were related to aspects of the proposal design,
including drainage and driveway modifications and design criteria clarifications.

Submissions from the community included concerns primarily related to the overall
consultation process, the potential for environmental and social impact and change to
the streetscape character of The Driftway.

2.2 Needs and options considered

2.21 Strategic need for the proposal

Submission number(s)
05 and 09
Issue description
The submitters raised the following issues:
Waste of public money
o The New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements proposal is a waste of
public money
The Driftway alignment

e The alignment and turns along The Driftway are undesirable and do not follow
general traffic desire lines, specifically at the intersections of the Driftway and
Richmond and Londonderry Roads.

Response
Waste of public money

Several alternatives and options for a new bridge over the Hawkesbury River and
improvements to the surrounding road network, including improvements to The
Driftway, were identified and considered in developing the proposal and recommending
a preferred option.

As part of the preferred option assessment, Transport for NSW evaluated the
economic viability of each route option by calculating a Benefit-Cost Ratio (BCR) for
each identified option. A BCR is the ratio of the option’s benefits compared to the
option’s costs. Cost and benefits are calculated over a 30-year period. The options are
compared against the costs and operational performance of the ‘do minimum’
scenario.

A BCR of one or greater indicates that the benefits of an option exceed total project
construction costs, inclusive of the capital as well as the operation and maintenance
costs. The benefits of the proposal include:

e Vehicle travel time savings

New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements — Stage 1 The Driftway 7
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¢ Vehicle operating cost savings
e Crash cost reduction

¢ Asset residual benefits, which reflects the value of the asset at the end of the
assessed period.

The BCR for all route options ranged from between 2.6 and 3.7, meaning that all of the
route options are economically viable and would deliver long term positive benefits
which outweigh the costs of construction and maintenance. The Driftway, as Stage 1,
forms part of the bypass of Richmond town centre assisting in achieving the economic
benefits of the overall proposal.

The Driftway alignment

While a final preferred option for Stage 2 of the proposal is yet to be confirmed, the
Richmond Bridge duplication and traffic improvements, preferred option report
(AECOM 2021) identified that routes via Londonderry Road (Green and Hybrid
Options) were shorter, more efficient and therefore would attract more traffic when
compared to routes that would continue straight on the Driftway (Yellow and Purple
Options). The realignment of the eastern portion of The Driftway and the upgrade of
key intersections would cater for safe and efficient turning movements along the route.

2.3 Description of the proposal

2.3.1 The proposal

Submission number(s)

04

Issue description

The submitter raised the following issue:

o Clarification was requested in regard to the boundaries of Stage 1, the number
of stages included in the New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements
proposal and the expected timeframe to complete each stage.

Response

The upgrade of The Driftway forms Stage 1 of the New Richmond Bridge and traffic
improvements, with the remainder of the proposal to be delivered in Stage 2 including
a new bridge over the Hawkesbury River and associated traffic improvements. Stage 1
would encompass about 3.6 kilometres of The Driftway, spanning from Londonderry
Road to Blacktown Road (refer to Figure 1.2) and is expected to take 18 months to
complete. The delivery timeframe for Stage 2 would be confirmed following the
determination of a preferred option.

2.3.2 Design

Submission number(s)

01, 03, 05, 06 and 09

Issue description

The submitters raised the following issues:
Condition of The Driftway

e The condition of The Driftway is consistently poor

New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements — Stage 1 The Driftway 8
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e The design improvements along The Driftway would not improve flood
resilience

e The proposal has been designed for a minimum 1 in 15 chance per year flood
resilience.

Cyclists and pedestrians

e Several submissions questioned whether the improvements to The Driftway
would cater to cyclists and form part of the Principal Bike Network route and
recommended a dedicated separate cycleway from the pedestrian path to
enhance safety for active transport users

¢ Londonderry Road is identified as an active transport corridor in Council’s
Green Grid Strategy and should be included as part of that strategy

e The proposal design needs to consider pedestrians and the movement of
horses, due to the importance of horse riding as an activity within the local area.

Stormwater drainage

e The design plans provide minimum detail on the road drainage, a more
detailed, comprehensive stormwater drainage plan is required

e Stormwater treatment measures for the road improvements should be sufficient
to demonstrate compliance with Council’'s Water Sensitive Urban Design
(WSUD) Policy. Additional details are required to demonstrate compliance and
landscape plans should be provided to include details of the proposed swales.

Driveway modifications

o The proposed driveway modifications would complicate access and egress for
residents along The Driveway

e Forecasted increases in traffic and the reduction in the width between property
boundaries and the road would result in road obstructions and safety issues for
residents when entering and exiting their properties

¢ Would the road access from The Driftway into the Hawkesbury Waste
Management Facility be upgraded to provide easier access and egress now
and in future.

Design criteria

e The speed limit of The Driftway should be reduced to 70 kilometres per hour

e The lanes on the proposed bridge crossing should be a minimum of 3.5 metre
wide, and include a two metre wide raised central median with shoulders
widened to a minimum of four metres to cater for breakdowns and four lanes,
should the Driftway require widening in the future.

¢ All lanes should be a minimum of 3.5 metres wide and shoulders should be a
minimum two metres wide with a minimum shoulder seal of one metre

e The cross sections provided in the REF should clearly indicate all property
boundaries in order to properly consider the horizontal alignment of the road

o 2:1 batters from the road are difficult to maintain and should be reduced to
maximum 4:1 batters.

Response
Condition of The Driftway

The Driftway is primarily a level road for the majority of its length with limited drainage
causing water to regularly pond adjacent to the roadway. The improvements to The
Driftway would include an upgrade to the overall condition of the Driftway and while
this section of The Driftway does not form part of the flood evacuation network, the
upgrade proposes to improve flood resilience.
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Drainage upgrades along the length of The Driftway would improve the durability and
quality of the pavement by reducing water ponding adjacent to the roadway. The
existing pavement surface would be stabilised and strengthened by overlaying 210
millimetres of asphalt to achieve a 40-year design life. The eastern end of The Driftway
would be raised by 3.4 metres to improve the road network resilience which will
achieve between 1 in 10 and 1 in 20 year chance per year flood resilience. This is an
improvement on the existing situation which is less than 1 in 5 chance per year flood
resilience.

Several property accesses would require driveway modifications and five properties
would require minor adjustments to accommodate the new drainage and pavement
improvements, providing further benefits and flood resilience.

Cyclists and pedestrians

The Driftway is not a part of the Principal Bike Network however the proposed
upgrades to The Driftway would improve comfort and safety for active transport users,
including:

e Along the existing alignment of The Driftway the shoulders would be widened to
1.5 metres with a two metre verge on the northern side and 0.5 metre verge on
the southern side

¢ On the realigned section of The Driftway the shoulders would have a minimum
width of 2.5 metres

e The roundabouts at The Driftway and Blacktown / Londonderry Road
intersections and the bridge over a tributary of Rickabys Creek would have a
3.6 metre wide shared path for cyclists and pedestrian safe passage (refer to
Section 3.2.3 of the REF).

Due to the presence of existing utility poles and the need for improved drainage to
manage existing ponding issues which affect pavement durability, there is not sufficient
space within the road reserve for a shared path or separated bicycle and pedestrian
path along the length of The Driftway. The above improvements are considered
appropriate for the semi-rural nature of The Driftway and the relatively low volumes of
pedestrians and cyclists. Adequate space would be retained in the road reserve, clear
of traffic lanes for pedestrians and the movement of horses within the grassed nature
strip.

Active transport connections for the remainder of Londonderry Road would be
considered during the New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements - Stage 2.

Stormwater drainage

The proposal would incorporate drainage to control road runoff including permanent
grass-lined swales that would be constructed along sections of The Driftway to reduce
pollutant loads and improve water quality prior to reaching downstream receiving
watercourses. The landscape and concept design strategy, provided in Appendix G of
the REF, would inform the final landscape and detailed design development and would
include details of the proposed grass-lined swales.

Detailed comprehensive stormwater drainage plans would be further developed and
incorporated into the detailed design to mitigate potential impacts during construction
and operation. All stormwater treatment measures would be in accordance with
Transport for NSW Water sensitive urban design guideline (2017).

Driveway modifications

Modifications to driveways would be designed to cater to the size of the vehicles
currently accessing properties (refer to Section 3.2.3 of the REF), including horse floats
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and heavy vehicles where appropriate. Transport will work with property owners during
the next phase of design to confirm driveway design requirements prior to construction.

While traffic is forecast to increase there would still be adequate gaps for residents to
safely enter and exit their driveways with minimal delays.

The property access of the Hawkesbury Waste Management Facility would be
upgraded to provide a channelised right turn bay and widened to cater for the turning
paths of a 26 metre B-Double in accordance with the Austroads Guide to Road Design
(Austroads, 2009) and Transport for NSW supplements to the Austroads Guide
standards.

To cater for the turning path of a 26 metre B-Double, a minor property adjustment to
the fence would be required. The horizontal and vertical alignment of The Driftway at
this location would also be modified to improve sight distance to the west. The
modifications would improve safety and ease of access to the Hawkesbury Waste
Management Facility and were not included in the design criteria provided in the REF.
Changes to the proposal design are provided in Section 4.2.

Design criteria

The proposed upgrade of The Driftway has been designed to cater to a speed of 90
kilometres per hour and a posted speed of 80 kilometres per hour. The NSW Speed
Zoning Guidelines (Roads and Traffic Authority, 2011) identifies 80 kilometres per hour
as suitable for undivided arterial and sub-arterial roads on the fringes of urban areas,
70 kilometres per hour should only be used in locations that do not meet the standard
of 80 kilometres per hour speed limit. The semi-rural, flat and straight alignment of The
Driftway means it would remain suitable for a posted speed limit of 80 kilometres per
hour.

As detailed in Section 3.2.3 of the REF, a major design feature of the proposal is a new
24 metre long, two lane bridge, over the existing water course which flows to Rickabys
Creek. The bridge would be required to accommodate the realignment of The Driftway
near the intersection with Blacktown Road.

The bridge configuration would consist of a 3.6 metre wide shoulder on the eastbound
side, two 3.7 metre wide lanes, a one metre wide painted median, a three metre wide
shoulder on the westbound side and a 3.6 metre wide footway to make allowance for a
shared path on the southern side. The bridge cross section is considered adequate for
purpose and would allow for future widening to four lanes to provide more capacity for
future intersection upgrades if required.

As detailed in Table 3-1 of the REF, existing lane widths are proposed to be retained
where upgrades to the existing Driftway alignment would occur and shoulder widths
would be widened to 1.5 metres sealed with a two metre wide verge on the northern
side and 0.5 metres on the southern side to improve safety. With the exception of
intersections, The Driftway is a straight and flat road with no recent crash history. The
proposed improvements to the shoulders and verge are considered appropriate to
improve safety while minimising impacts to drainage and endangered ecological
communities. The realigned section of The Driftway would have 3.5 metre lane widths,
2.5 metre shoulder widths with lane widening at curves (see Figure 3-4 of the REF).

Transport for NSW has revised the design of the batters from what was proposed in
Section 3.2.1 of the REF. New design plans have been prepared with cross sections
including property boundaries and are provided in Appendix A. Changes to the
proposal are identified in Section 4.2. The following batters would be implemented
along The Driftway:
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e 2:1 batters have been designed where there are constraints such as property
boundaries, utilities, endangered ecological communities, and drainage
channels that would be impacted

e Batters forming the drainage on the southern side of The Driftway between
Londonderry Road and Reynolds Road were designed as 6:1 on the road side
with 2:1 on the property side. Where space permits and within the assessed
footprint, 2:1 batters would be revised in the design to 4:1 with localised
steepening to avoid constraints

e On the northern side of The Driftway, 2:1 batters have been designed due to
their low height; however, shallower batter angles would extend into the drain
reducing its capacity and impact on endangered ecological communities

¢ On the realigned section of The Driftway, 2:1 batters have been designed as
shallower batter angles would extend into adjacent property which is subject to
an Aboriginal Land Claim. In addition, a shallower batter angle would require
additional imported fill within the floodplain

e Where batters steeper than 4:1 are proposed, there would be further
consideration during detailed design, including a risk assessment which
considers maintenance, work health and safety, cost and environmental
impacts and the design revised where possible.

2.3.3 Construction activities

Submission number(s)
06

Issue description
The submitter raised the following issue:

¢ Additional information regarding the frequency and duration of night-time works
and the proposed mitigation measures.

Response

Section 3.3.3 of the REF details the proposals expected construction hours of work
and the weekly duration for construction phases which require night time work (refer to
Table 3-5 of the REF). Night time work is undertaken to minimise disruption to local
traffic along key roads during construction, in response to an emergency or potential
impact, or on a case by case basis.

Night time work would occur during intersection improvements which tie into existing
roads, during the construction of median islands, where drainage improvements are
required to cross beneath the road and during the placement of the final pavement
layer. Specific night time construction noise mitigation measures would be dependent
on the construction activity and would be in accordance with Transport for NSW
Construction Noise and Vibration Guideline (CNVG) (2016). Transport will engage with
residents prior to any night-time work occurring.

Transport for NSW CNVG (2016) contains ‘standard mitigation measures’ for
managing construction impacts. Where noise impacts remain after the use of ‘standard
mitigation measures’, the CNVG requires the use of ‘additional mitigation measures’
where feasible and reasonable. The ‘additional mitigation measures’ are determined
on the basis of the exceedance of the appropriate management levels.
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The requirement for ‘additional mitigation measures’ would be further evaluated as the
proposal progresses and detailed construction scheduling information becomes
available and would be based on the CNVG definition of how ‘additional mitigation
measures’ are applied to airborne noise impacts. A final Operational Noise Mitigation
strategy for the proposal would be determined during detailed design and would
consider community preference where appropriate.

2.3.4 Property acquisition

Submission number(s)
06

Issue description
The submitter raised the following issue:

e The acquisition of council land for road widening, or a site compound must be
in early consultation with council’s property team and be in accordance with
Land Acquisition Act 1991.

Response

As detailed in Section 3.6 of the REF, most of the proposal is located within the
existing road reserve, with only minor partial property acquisitions required. The
proposal would require partial acquisition and lease over land owned by the State of
NSW and occupied by Western Sydney University. Engagement with Western Sydney
University regarding the proposal has been ongoing since 2019.

All partial acquisitions and associated property adjustments would be carried out in
accordance with the requirements of the Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation)
Act 1991 and in consultation with affected parties throughout the development of the
proposal.

24 Statutory planning framework

241  Other relevant NSW legislation

Submission number(s)
06 and 09

Issue description
The submitters raised the following issues:

e Support for the proposal would be contingent on the reclassification of the
Driftway, between Londonderry Road and Blacktown Road, as State road
under the care, control, and responsibility of Transport for NSW

¢ Would The Driftway be reclassified as a State road under the care and control
of Transport for NSW?

Response

In February 2019, the NSW Government announced the initiation of a Road
Classification Review to ensure the road classification framework is still fit for purpose
and that roads across NSW are appropriately classified. An Independent Panel has
been established to make recommendations for consideration by the NSW
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Government. The Independent Panel is currently considering applications from
stakeholders, including councils and Transport for NSW. Any reclassification of The
Driftway resulting from this process is expected to be announced in mid-2022.

2.5 Consultation

2,51 Community involvement

Submission number(s)
03

Issue description
The submitter raised the following issues:

e The consultation process has been unfair, as online community and
stakeholder engagement has not been available to everyone

o Community feedback has not been adequately considered.

Response

Consultation for Stage 1 has been undertaken in parallel with consultation for the
overall New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements proposal and has been
ongoing since 2018. Over this time a range of engagement tools have been
implemented by Transport for NSW, including community information sessions,
numerous in-person meetings with community groups, distribution of community
updates to households in the area and a number of online sessions. A summary of the
communication and engagement tools which have been made available to the public
and stakeholders for the duration of the proposal is provided in Table 2-2.

The REF for Stage 1 was displayed for public feedback from November 15 to
December 10, 2021, however, due to COVID-19 restrictions face to face community
consultation could not be undertaken during this time. Transport for NSW responded
by providing online community information sessions, letter box drops to residents
around the proposal area, and provided a proposal team contact phone number and
email address for stakeholders who were unable to access the online sessions.

Community feedback is valued, and the public are encouraged to provide submissions.
Each submission that is received during the public display of the REF is collated and
considered by Transport for NSW. After this consideration, it is determined whether or
not the proposal should proceed as proposed and the community and stakeholders
informed of the decision. If the proposal does proceed, Transport for NSW would
continue consultation throughout the construction of the proposal with all stakeholders
directly impacted by The Driftway upgrade. Further information on the future
consultation process is provided in Section 5.8 of the REF.

Table 2-2: Summary of the consultation undertaken for the proposal

Consultation tool Consultation process

Web page A dedicated web page was established on the Transport for NSW’s
website as a source of information about the proposal. This
webpage has been, and would continue to be, updated regularly
throughout the proposal’s life cycle: http://nswroads.work/richmond-

bridge

New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements — Stage 1 The Driftway 14
Submissions Report


http://nswroads.work/richmond-bridge
http://nswroads.work/richmond-bridge

Consultation tool Consultation process

Information phone A telephone information line, 1800 370 778, was established for the

line duration of the proposal as a direct communication channel for
community members and stakeholders to contact the proposal
team.

Email address Community members and stakeholders were invited to provide their

comments or questions via the proposal email address:
richmondbridge@transport.nsw.gov.au
The email address will remain for the length of the proposal
lifecycle as a channel for formal submissions to be made during
public display periods as well as a direct communication channel
for general community enquiries outside of the display period
Meetings and Transport for NSW has consulted on an ongoing basis with key
briefings State and local government agencies, utility providers, local
property owners and other stakeholders in the proposal area during
the development