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Census of motor vehicle licences in

New South Wales, December, 1971

1. 1Introduction

In New South Wales, details of all classes of motor vehicle
licences except the 16,000 Metropolitan taxi licences were in 1971
stored on 80-column, 1l2-zone punched cards in the Department of Motor
Transport. The cards were normally used for mechanical issue of
renewal notices and for use by police and other authorized bodies
requiring information about licence holders, the latter involving
manual reference to the cards. Transfer of these and other records to
the storage media of a large computer is in progress but, for research
purposes and for the information of those in other States who might
find a detailed breakdown of value, it was considered that a detailed
census of licences was required before the large computer would make

possible random access to the data bank.

It will be found that a very small number of licences included in
the other Tables have been excluded from Tables 6-11 inclusive. This
occurred because the computer programme for Tables 6-11 was the last to
be written and included an additional record-purification routine. A
decimal point standing alone implies zero. Dollar signs indicate that

no meaningful result could be computed.

2. Licence Classifications

In New South Wales a Class 6 licence is required in order to
entitle the holder to ride a motor cycle, and one of Classes 1 to 5 to
drive a motor car (including derivatives such as panel vans, utilities
and station sedans), a tractor or a light truck. Thus, two licences

may be held at the same time.
Classes 2 to 5 confer additional privileges:-

Class 2 Hire cars, hire vans and country taxis.

Class 3 Heavy rigid trucks.

Class 4 Omnibuses and heavy rigid trucks and those vehicles
covered by Class 2.

Class 5 Articulated vehicles, and pole trailers and those

vehicles covered by Class 3.



The above should not, however, be assumed to be a complete list
of the licence provisions, details of which may be obtained from the

Secretary, Department of Motor Transport, New South Wales.

The entire population of persons entitled to drive a conventional
motor car is represented by the sum of those holding licences in
Classes 1 to 5 inclusive, except that licences to drive taxis in the
Metropolitan area were not included in the census because they are not

recorded on punched cards.
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"TABULATIONS PART ONE

Tables 1-17 inclusive

ALL LICENCES"
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