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REPORT 
O F T H E 

COMMISSIONER FOR MOTOR 
TRANSPORT 

FOR- THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1956. 

Office of the Commissioner for Motor T ranspo r t , 

Sydney, 29th October, 1956. 
To the Honourable the Minis ter for T ranspo r t . 
Sir , 

In accordance wi th the provis ions of section 207 of the T r a n s p o r t 
Act, 1930, as amended, and section 50 of the Sta te T r a n s p o r t (Co
ordinat ion) Act, 1931, as amended, I have the honour to submit a r epor t 
covering the activit ies of the Depa r tmen t of Motor T r a n s p o r t for the 
financial yea r ended 30th J u n e , 1956. 

INTRODUCTION. 
Tbe Depa r tmen t of Motor T r a n s p o r t is responsible for the 

adminis t ra t ion of a number of Acts of Pa r l i amen t which apply to motor 
vehicles in all p a r t s of the Sta te . These Acts include the Miotor Traffic 
Act, 1909-1955, so far as it re lates to the reg is t ra t ion of motor vehicles 
and the licensing of dr ivers , the Motor-Vehicles (Taxa t ion) Act, 1951, 
the Motor Vehicles Taxa t ion Management Act, 1949-1951, which impose 
tax on motor vehicles, the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 1931-
1954, which provides for the licensing of commercial motor vehicles, and 
the Motor Vehicles .(Third P a r t y Insurance) Act, 1942-1951. 

This Depa r tmen t is also responsible for the regis t ra t ion under 
the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930-1955, of public vehicles in the Metropoli tan and 
Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic ts , and. the licensing of the dr ivers and 
conductors thereof. 

Under provisions of the Sta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 
1931-1954, this Depa r tmen t is responsible for the licensing of a i rcraf t 
used for commercial purposes within the Sta te and also of public 
passenger ferr ies opera t ing in P o r t Jackson. 

I t is a fur ther responsibi l i ty of this Depa r tmen t to provide 
cer ta in signals, signs and other traffic facilities and to conduct activities 
designed to promote safety on the roads . 

F o r these purposes , the staff employed in the Depa r tmen t as a t 
30th June , 1956, numbered 1,078, an increaes of for ty- three in the year . 
Details are shown in Appendix No. 1. 

SCHEME OF REPORT. 
The information in this report, has been collated in similar style 

to my repor t for the financial year ended 30th June , 1955, viz. :— 
SECTION ONE—Regis t ra t ion of Motor Vehicles and Licensing 

of Dr ivers . 
SECTION Two—Regula t ion of Public Motor Vehicles. 
SECTION THREE—Road Safety. 
SECTION FOUR—General. 

, SECTION FIVE—Appendices re la t ing to Sections One to F o u r . 
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STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS. 

I n New South Wales , on average whole figures, one person in 
every three is the holder of a motor vehicle d r ive r ' s licence and there 
is one regis tered motor vehicle for every four persons . 

The following salient fea tures of the stat is t ics for the yea r ended 
30th June , 1956 (detai ls of which appea r elsewhere in this r epor t ) a re 
as follows:— 

- .- Totals. 
Drivers licensed 1,048,901 
Motor vehicles registered 828,781 
Net revenue collections £10,981,745 
Road accidents 38,823 
Persons killed in road accidents 808 
Persons injured in road accidents 17,047 
.District Motor Registries .' 236 
Authorised Inspection Stations 2,540 
Traffic Control Light Signals 162 
Other traffic facilities 41,460 

{provided and maintained by this Department). 

REVENUE. 

The following table sets out in summarised form the net revenue 
collections for the yea r ended 30th June , 1956, compared with the 
previous financial year , a r i s ing from all phases of the regis t ra t ion and 
licensing of motor vehicles, the licensing of motor vehicle dr ivers , the 
regula t ion of public motor vehicles and other incidental m a t t e r s : — 

T a x -
Main Roads Act, 1924 

Registration, Licensing and Miscellaneous 
Fees and Charges— 

State Transport (Co-ordination) Fund 

Year ended 30th June— 

T a x -
Main Roads Act, 1924 

Registration, Licensing and Miscellaneous 
Fees and Charges— 

State Transport (Co-ordination) Fund 

1956. 1955.' 

T a x -
Main Roads Act, 1924 

Registration, Licensing and Miscellaneous 
Fees and Charges— 

State Transport (Co-ordination) Fund 

£ 
7,643,275 

316,788 

£ 

7,960,063' 

3,021,682 

£ 
7,353,419 

290,468 

£ 

7,643,887 

3,302,434 

T a x -
Main Roads Act, 1924 

Registration, Licensing and Miscellaneous 
Fees and Charges— 

State Transport (Co-ordination) Fund 

2,045,002 
23,073 

- 953,607 

£ 

7,960,063' 

3,021,682 

1,921,763 
20,812 

1,359,859 

£ 

7,643,887 

3,302,434 

T a x -
Main Roads Act, 1924 

Registration, Licensing and Miscellaneous 
Fees and Charges— 

State Transport (Co-ordination) Fund 

£ 

7,960,063' 

3,021,682 

£ 

7,643,887 

3,302,434 

T a x -
Main Roads Act, 1924 

Registration, Licensing and Miscellaneous 
Fees and Charges— 

State Transport (Co-ordination) Fund 

10,981,745 10,946,321 

A significant fea ture of these figures is t ha t the only reduction 
in revenue was tha t a r i s ing from the enforcement of the S ta te T r ans 
po r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 1931. This was because of the decision of 
the P r i v y Council in November, 1954, t ha t t ha t Act was inapplicable to 
vehicles opera ted for the purposes of and in the course of in te r s ta te 
t r ade . 

The serious effect of this judgment and of subsequent judgments 
by the High Cour t of Aus t ra l ia , upon cer ta in of the revenues collected 
by this Depar tment , was indicated in my r e p o r t for the yea r ended 
30th J u n e , 1955. The extent of the loss can now be seen by compar ing 
the net revenue of the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordination)* F u n d for com
plete financial yea r s immediately before and af ter these judgments , 
viz., £1,952,259 for 1953-1954 and £953,607 for 1955-1956, a reduction of 
£998,652. 



9 

SECTION ONE. 

REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND LICENSING OF DRIVERS. 

Tax—Main Roads Act, 1924-1955. 

The revenue of this F u n d derives from motor t a x imposed by 
the Motor Vehicles Taxat ion Act, 1951, collected on all motor vehicles 
which a re not exempt from motor taxa t ion and "with the exception 
also of public motor vehicles regis tered as motor omnibuses, taxi-cabs, 
p r iva te h i re cars and motor vans in the Metropol i tan and Newcastle 
T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic ts . 

Since 9th J u n e , 1955, in accordance with a judgment of the High 
Court , motor vehicles which a re used exclusively for the purposes and 
in the course of in te r s ta te t r ade a re exempt from motor taxat ion. These 
vehicles still have to be regis tered, for which only the normal reg is t ra 
tion fee is chargeable, and they mus t comply with requi rements gener
ally as to construct ion, equipment, road worthiness , etc. The number 
of vehicles so regis tered was 1,664 and the amount of motor vehicle tax 
lost was £214,374. 

Net collections of motor tax, t ha t is af ter paymen t of refunds 
in respect of su r rendered reg is t ra t ions has been made, a re pa id to the 
T r e a s u r y and form p a r t of the funds provided for the Depa r tmen t 
of Main Roads . 

F o r the year ended 30th J u n e , 1956, the revenue total led 
£7,760,849 and the refunds amounted to £117,574 so tha t the net revenue 
was £7,643,275. This amount was £289,856 more than the net revenue 
for 1954-1955, represen t ing an increase of 3.94 per cent. 

ROAD TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC FUND, 

The Road T r a n s p o r t and Traffic Fund receives all fees, in respect 
of the reg is t ra t ion of motor vehicles and the licensing of motor dr ivers , 
collected under the Motor Traffic Act, 1909-1955, the T r a n s p o r t Act, 
1930-1955, and the Motor Vehicles Taxat ion Management Act, 1949-
1951, and a number of miscellaneous fees and charges , the most sub
s tant ia l being the commission received from the Government Insurance 
Office of New South Wales in respect of p remiums under the Motor 
Vehicles (Thi rd P a r t y Insurance) Act, 1942-1951, collected on behalf 
of t ha t Office and fees in respect^of the appoin tment of Author i sed 
Inspect ion Sta t ions . 

P a y m e n t s f rom the F u n d cover adminis t ra t ive and other 
expenses of the Depa r tmen t (excluding those expenses in respect of 
the adminis t ra t ion of the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 1931-
1954); the cost of Police supervision and control of road t r a n s p o r t and 
traffic; Police services in connection with the reg i s t ra t ion of vehicles 
and the licensing of d r i v e r s ; traffic faci l i t ies; road safety act iv i t ies ; and 
half the cost of maintenance by the Depa r tmen t of Government T r ans 
po r t of road pavements between t r amway rai ls and for a space of 
18 inches on ei ther side of the ra i ls . 

The to ta l revenue collected dur ing the year , a p a r t from a g r a n t 
of £18,002 by the Comonwealth Government for road safety purposes , 
was £2,045,002 and af ter meet ing the var ious expenses chargeable to 
the F u n d (including £966,288 for the cost du r ing the year for Police 
services in respect of the supervis ion and control of road t r a n s p o r t 
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and traffic and the reg is t ra t ion of vehicles and licensing of d r ivers ) 
there was again no credit balance available for t ransfe r to the credit 
of the Count ry Main Eoads F u n d in accordance with section 202 of the 
T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930-1955. 

By agreement with the Commissioner of Police, charges for 
services of Police engaged in the duties re fer red to in the preceding-
p a r a g r a p h were fixed a t £1,119,236 for the yea r of which £32,500 was 
debited to the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordination) Fund . To meet the 
balance of £1,086,736 there was only £966,288 available in the Road 
Transport , and Traffic Fund and the deficiency of £120,448 had to be 
borne by Consolidated Revenue, and together with a debit brought 
forward a t 1st Ju ly , 1955, increased the total deficiency in meet ing the 
Police costs to £189,604. 

Details of receipts and payments from the Road T r a n s p o r t and 
Traffic Fund for 1955-1956 and 1954-1955 a re shown in Appendix No. 3. 

In view of the increasing deficiency of the Road T r a n s p o r t and 
Traffic F u n d in meet ing Police and other costs, the necessi ty for a sub
s tant ia l increase in the revenue derived from fees for the regis t ra t ion of 
motor vehicles and the licensing of dr ivers and r iders , etc., was repre
sented to the Government dur ing the year . I n the case of some fees, 
legislative action Avas necessary to enable h igher fees to be charged and 
in the case of other proposed higher fees only the amendment of regu
lations was involved. At the end of the financial yea r it appea red likely 
tha t increased fees would opera te from 1st August , 1956, and, if esti
mates a re realised, addi t ional revenue of £705,000 per annum would 
be received. This would be sufficient to l iquidate the accumulated 
deficiency, meet increased costs of adminis t ra t ion and enable a sub
stant ial credit balance to be t r ans fe r red to Country Main Roads Fund . 

PUBLIC VEHICLES FUND. 

The Public Vehicles Fund receives t ax collected in respect of 
the regis t ra t ion of motor omnibuses, taxi-cabs, p r iva te hire cars and 
motor vans regis tered in the Metropol i tan and Newcastle T r a n s p o r t 
Dis t r ic ts , and service licence fees for omnibus services opera t ing in 
such dis t r ic ts . 

The omnibus tax and half of the service licence fees a re dis
t r ibuted to Municipal and Shire Councils (within or outside the 
T r a n s p o r t Distr ic ts) in whose a reas the omnibuses operate , and to such 
other author i t ies as the Commissioner for Motor T r a n s p o r t shall deter
mine, who main ta in wholly or pa r t l y from their own funds, roads 
(within or outside the T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic ts) on which the omnibuses 
opera te . See Appendix No. 5. 

The amount allotted to each pa r t i c ipan t is computed on a basis 
which takes into account the mileage of roadways it wholly or pa r t ly 
main ta ins in respect of each route , the mileage run by the omnibuses, 
and the number and the average weight of the omnibuses engaged in 
the service. 

The remaining half of the omnibus service licence fees is. applied 
in reduction of the capi tal indebtedness of the Depa r tmen t of Govern
ment T r a n s p o r t in respect of t ha t D e p a r t m e n t ' s t r a m w a y and omnibus 
services. 
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The cost of provid ing and main ta in ing traffic facilities in the 
Metropol i tan and Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic ts , notably traffic control 
l ight signals, is met from the tax derived from the regis t ra t ion of taxi-
cabs, pr iva te hire ca r s and motor vans in those Dis t r ic ts . 

Commencing on 1st August , 1955, t h a t p a r t of the City of Grea te r 
Wollongong which was not previously included in the Metropol i tan 
T r a n s p o r t Distr ict , was included as a t e m p o r a r y a r r angemen t until 
the whole of the Wollongong area can be const i tuted a separa te T r a n s 
por t Dis t r ic t under the T r a n s p o r t Act. The Publ ic Vehicles F u n d 
revenue derived from public vehicles in the recently included Wollon
gong area is being kept dist inct from other Publ ic Vehicles F u n d 
revenue and the whole proceeds of motor t ax and service licence fees 
have been and will be dis t r ibuted to the local Councils. However , .unt i l 
such time as the revenue derived from Wollongong a r e a taxi-cabs and 
pr iva te h i re cars is adequate for the purpose , the cost of instal l ing 
traffic control l ight signals in tha t a r e a will be met to the extent 
necessary from the Metropol i tan T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic t section of the 
F u n d . 

A s ta tement of receipts and payments from this F u n d for the 
yea r s ended 30th June , 1956. and 30th June , 1955, is shown in Appendix 
No. 4, 

MOTOR REGISTRATION STATISTICS. 

At 30th June , 1956, there were 828,781 motor vehicles regis tered 
in New South Wales , an all-time peak for reg i s t ra t ions in the S ta te . 
Since 30th J u n e , 1955, an increase in reg is t ra t ions of 62,196 or 8.1 per 
cent, has been recorded. 

Details of reg is t ra t ions cur ren t a t 30th J u n e , 1956, and 1955, a re 
as follows:— 

Classification. 30th June, 1956. 30th June, 1055. 

Cars 
Lorriea 
Tractors 
Trailers 
Cycles— 

Solo 
Sidecar 

Omnibuses— 
Sydney 
Newcastle 
Country Districts . 

Vans— 
Sydney 
Newcastle 

Taxi-cabs— 
Sydney 
Newcastle 
Country Districts . 

Private Hire Cars— 
Sydney 
Newcastle 
Country Districts . 

Tourist Vehicles— 
Sydney 
Newoastle 
Country Distriots . 

Traders' Registrations 
Cars 
Cyoles 

Total . 

478,833 
237,370 

14,371 
48,117 

29,812 
7,227 

1,824 
298 

1,464 

1,346 
107 

2,484 
83 

1,275 

309 
22 

391 

50 
4 

51 

3,234 
109 

828,781 

437,372 
222,273 

12,105 
42,356 

32,135 
7,652 

1,822 
301 

1,443 

1,305 
98 

2,393 
86 

1,274 

348 
20 

403 

53 
6 

52 

2,985 
103 

766,585 

Details of the classes of reg is t ra t ions in New South Wales a t 
in terva ls since 1911 a re given in Appendix No. 6. 

The growth of motor t r a n s p o r t in th is S ta te since 1930 is illus
t ra ted graphical ly in Appendix No. 7. 
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QUARTERLY REGISTRATIONS. 

Of the to ta l number of motor vehicles regis tered in New South 
Wales as a t 30th June , 1956, and 1955, the number in each class 
regis tered on a quar te r ly basis was as follows:— 

Classification. 30th June, 1956. 30th June, 1955. 

Cars 1,499 
6,447 

32 
94 
48 

2,337 
6,083 

77 
82 
48 

Cycles 

1,499 
6,447 

32 
94 
48 

2,337 
6,083 

77 
82 
48 

1,499 
6,447 

32 
94 
48 

2,337 
6,083 

77 
82 
48 Vans* 

1,499 
6,447 

32 
94 
48 

2,337 
6,083 

77 
82 
48 

1,499 
6,447 

32 
94 
48 

2,337 
6,083 

77 
82 
48 

1,499 
6,447 

32 
94 
48 

2,337 
6,083 

77 
82 
48 

Total '. 

1,499 
6,447 

32 
94 
48 

2,337 
6,083 

77 
82 
48 

Total '. 8,120 

•97% 

8,627 

Percentage of total vehicles registered 

8,120 

•97% 

8,627 

* Inside Metropolitan and Newcastle Transport Districts only. 

New regis t ra t ions , on a quar te r ly basis , a re allowed only for 
motor omnibuses and for lorr ies weighing not less than 2 tons unladen. 

BRAND NEW VEHICLES REGISTERED. 

I n the twelve months ended 30th June , 1956, 93,380 new vehicles 
were regis tered in New South Wales , compared with 92,099 in the 
previous year . Detai ls of the new vehicles regis tered a r e as follows:— 

Classification. Year ended 
30th June, 1956. 

Year ended 
30th June, 1955. 

Passenger Vehicles— 
55,773 55,944 

468 339 
18 59 

Total 56,259 56,342 

Goods Vehicles— 
27,433 26,398 

89 114 
6,628 5,808 

34,150 32,320 

2,971 3,437 

93,380 92,099 

* Taxi-cabs and omnibuses outside the Metropolitan and Newcastle Transport Districts are 
included with cars. 

A t 30th June , 1956, approximate ly 80 pe r cent, of the motor 
vehicles regis tered in New South Wales were not more t h a n ten yea r s 

. old. 

The t rend in reg is t ra t ion of b r a n d new vehicles dur ing the p a s t 
ten yea r s is shown in Appendix No. .8. 

PERMITS TO CERTIFY TO THE FITNESS OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES. 

The pract ice of issuing permi t s to motor vehicle d is t r ibutors to 
certify to the fitness of new motor vehicles for reg i s t ra t ion purposes 
has been continued. Dur ing the yea r this facility was extended to 
nineteen addi t ional motor t r a d i n g firms, b r ing ing the to ta l number of 
certifying firms to eighty-five. 
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P e r m i t s issued author ise the certification of 104 vehicles of 
different makes and body styles of 1955 year model and 96 vehicles of 
different makes and body styles of 1956 year model. 

E v e r y new certifying officer en te r ing the scheme is interviewed 
by a senior officer of the Depa r tmen t in order to impress upon him the 
necessi ty of accuracy when p r e p a r i n g the documents and to give him 
an apprecia t ion of the inconvenience caused in the event of e r ro r s 
occurring. 

Nevertheless a number of e r ro r s have been detected dur ing the 
year . These have been re fer red back to the officers concerned in every 
instance and where serious e r ro r s have been found the firms concerned 
have been warned tba t d ras t ic action will be taken aga ins t them if 
such e r ro r s a re repeated. Fo r tuna te ly there a r e extremely few cases 
which call for such t rea tment . 

PRIMARY PRODUCERS' REBATE OF MOTOR TAX. 

The motor t ax on a motor lo r ry or t r ac to r which is a p r i m a r y 
p roduce r ' s vehicle and is used solely or pr incipal ly for purposes con
nected with his p r i m a r y product ion activit ies, is 90 per cent, of the 
motor t ax otherwise payable. To obtain the benefit of the 10 per cent, 
rebate of motor t ax i t is necessary for a person claiming* the concession 
to complete a form of declarat ion as to the correctness of the s ta tements 
in the claim. 

REGISTRATION AND TAXATION OF TRACTORS AND TRAILERS USED FOR 
CARTING SUGAR CANE. 

I n view of the fact t ha t t r ac to r s and t ra i l e r s used for ca r t ing 
sugar cane a t harves t t ime a re used on public s t ree ts only to a v e r y 
limited extent, approva l has been given for the modification of the 
conditions re la t ing to the taxat ion of these vehicles as follows:— 

(a) Only 20 per cent, of the ord inary motor vehicle t ax is imposed 
on t rac tors and t ra i l e r s which a re owned by. cane-growers and 
which, whilst upon a public street , a re not used for any purpose 
other than the car t ing of the owner ' s—and in some cases his 
neighbour ' s—cane or the t r an spo r t of agr icu l tu ra l implements 
from f a r m to f a r m ; 

(b) Only 50 pe r cent, of the o rd ina ry motor vehicle ' tax is collected 
on t r ac to r s (if any) and t ra i le rs which a r e owned by the 
Colonial Sugar Eefinery Co. Ltd. and which, th roughout the 
cane-growing season, a re loaned to var ious cane-growers for 
the t r a n s p o r t of cane. 

I n order to obtain this concession it is necessary for the owner 
to declare t h a t his t r ac to r a n d / o r t ra i l e r will not be used on the public 
s t reets for purposes other than those covered by the t e rms of the con
cession. 

Approva l was also given for the waiving of all requirements 
as to reg is t ra t ion or payment of t ax or fees where a t r ac to r or a com
binat ion of t r ac to r and t ra i le r is not dr iven upon a public s t ree t except 
whils t being dr iven across such s t reet between two proper t i es owned by 
a cane-grower or any other p r i m a r y producer . 
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DRIVERS AND RIDERS LICENSED. 

Licences issued to the dr ivers of motor vehicles, other than 
taxi-cabs opera ted in the Metropol i tan and Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Dis
t r ic ts , are of four different clases (A, B, C and D) and author ise the 
licensee to drive motor vehicles as follows:— 

Class A. licences: P r i v a t e cars , l ight lorr ies (i.e., those weighing not 
more than 2 tons unladen) and t rac tors . 

Class B licences: P r i v a t e h i re cars , service cars , car- type tour is t 
vehicles and country taxi-cabs and also p r iva te cars , l ight lorr ies 
and vans, and t rac tors . 

Class C licences: Lor r i es of any weight, p r iva te cars and t rac tors . 

Class D licences: Motor omnibuses, tour is t vehicles of any type and all 
other motor vehicles, except taxi-cabs in the Metropol i tan and 
Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic ts and motor cycles. 

I t is necessary for the dr ivers of taxi-cabs in the Metropol i tan 
and Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic ts to hold a special type of licence; a 
separa te type of licence is also requi red by the r iders of motor cycles. 

A new appl icant is entitled to a licence (Class A) to drive a motor 
car or l ight lo r ry if he is a t least 17 years of age, and passes an appro
pr ia te eyesight test and a dr iv ing test on a motor vehicle other than a 
motor cycle. 

As ca r r ie r s and p r i m a r y producers were experiencing consider
able difficulty in obtaining dr ivers for their motor lorr ies weighing in 
excess of 2 tons unladen, approva l was given, as a t empora ry measure , 
to reduce the minimum age for the holder of a " C " class dr iv ing licence 
from 21 yea r s to 19 yea r s . Such licences do not pe rmi t persons under 
the age of 21 years to drive ar t iculated vehicles or combinations of 
motor lorr ies and t ra i le rs . 

Before a person between the age of 19 years and 21 yea r s can 
obtain a class " C " licence he must have held a dr iv ing licence for a t 
least twelve months , have passed a competency test on a motor lo r ry 
weighing more than 2 tons unladen and mus t be in possession of a 
wr i t ten offer of employment as a dr iver of a motor lo r ry weighing 
more than 2 tons unladen, not being an ar t icula ted vehicle. 

a 

Dur ing the twelve months ended 30th June , 1956, 1,048,901 
d r i v e r s ' and r i d e r s ' licences were issued compared with 999,751 in 1955, 
an increase of 49,150 or 4.9 per cent. 

The different classes of licences in issue were :— 

Class. 30th June, 1956. 30th June, 1955. 

770,808 
4,279 

183,023 
15,054 

8,414 
67,323 

736,232 
4,357 

167,932 
14,548 

7,536 
69,146 

770,808 
4,279 

183,023 
15,054 

8,414 
67,323 

736,232 
4,357 

167,932 
14,548 

7,536 
69,146 

c 
770,808 

4,279 
183,023 

15,054 
8,414 

67,323 

736,232 
4,357 

167,932 
14,548 

7,536 
69,146 

770,808 
4,279 

183,023 
15,054 

8,414 
67,323 

736,232 
4,357 

167,932 
14,548 

7,536 
69,146 

770,808 
4,279 

183,023 
15,054 

8,414 
67,323 

736,232 
4,357 

167,932 
14,548 

7,536 
69,146 

770,808 
4,279 

183,023 
15,054 

8,414 
67,323 

736,232 
4,357 

167,932 
14,548 

7,536 
69,146 

Total 

770,808 
4,279 

183,023 
15,054 

8,414 
67,323 

736,232 
4,357 

167,932 
14,548 

7,536 
69,146 

Total 1,048,901 999,751 

* Metropolitan and Newcastle Transport Districts only. 
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MOTOR TRAFFIC BREACHES. 

Motor traffic breaches a re repor ted pr incipal ly by the Police 
ar i s ing out of their control of traffic upon the public s t reets . 

The records of convictions and cautions against, licensees for 
breaches of the Motor Traffic Act, 1909-1955, the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930-
1955, and sundry other Acts , a re main ta ined by this Depa r tmen t and 
detai ls of any such record are furnished to the Police Author i t ies to 
assis t them in their adjudicat ions in connection with breach repor t s , 
and also in the conduct of cases before the Cour ts . 

Dur ing the twelve months ended 30th J u n e , 1956, the total num
ber of breach repor t s submitted by the Police and necessi ta t ing .the 
supply of these par t i cu la rs to the Police was 756,195 compared with 
646,000 for the previous yea r . 

The g rea t major i ty of the breaches repor ted, viz., 621,835, were 
in respect of pa rk ing or minor offences (e.g., not produce licence). 

.Nevertheless, there were 134,360 breaches for major offences, many of 
which involved considerat ion of the l icensee's fitness to drive a motor 
vehicle and the quest ion of whether in the in teres t of road safety, he 
should be depr ived of, or refused a licence. 

Since the Minor Traffic Offences Regulat ions came into force on 
the 1st Ju ly , 1954, to provide for the payment by post of prescr ibed 
penalt ies for pa rk ing and other minor offences where the persons 
concerned decide not to go before a Court , measures have been in t ro
duced to deal more expedit iously and effectively with the huge number 
of .parking offenders. In this r ega rd many thousands of penal ty notices 
have been p r e p a r e d on behalf of the Police Depa r tmen t involving the 
employment of some addi t ional staff. 

Conviction of certain serious offences by the Cour ts automat i 
cally involves the person concerned in per iods of disqualification from 
holding a licence. In addit ion, the Commissioner for Motor T r a n s p o r t 
is empowered to refuse, suspend or cancel licences under cer ta in 
circumstances. 

Pa r t i cu la r s of serious offences involving disqualification of per
sons from holding licences, and appeals aga ins t decisions of the Cour ts 
and the refusal, suspension and cancellation of licences by the Com
missioner for Motor T r a n s p o r t dur ing the year ended 30th J u n e , . 
1956, a re set out in Appendix No. 9. 

DISTRICT MOTOR REGISTRIES. 

There a re 236 Dist r ic t Motor Regis t r ies established throughout 
the S ta te for the purpose of t r ansac t ing business re la t ing to the regis
t ra t ion and taxa t ion of motor vehicles, the l icensing of dr ivers and 
r iders thereof, T r a d e r s ' P la tes , vis i t ing motor vehicles and the require
ments under the Motor Vehicles (Th i rd P a r t y Insurance) Act and the 
S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act. 

The work a t the major i ty of the Dis t r ic t Motor Regis t r ies is 
performed on behalf of this Depa r tmen t by members of the Police Force 
in conjunction with their other duties, but in the Metropol i tan and 
Newcastle dis t r ic ts , and the l a rge r country towns, the Motor Regis t r ies 
a re controlled and staffed by this Depar tment . There a re for ty- three 
such Motor Regis t r ies (Chullora Co-ordination P e r m i t I s su ing Office 
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was extended to the s ta tus of a Motor Regis t ry on 8th August , 1955), 
and the revenue collected by officers of this Depa r tmen t dur ing the 
twelve months ended 30th J u n e , 1956, totalled £4,066,679. The figures 
for each Reg i s t ry a re shown in Appendix No. 10. I t is notable tha t the 
revenue collections a t A lbury Motor Regis t ry decreased from £186,239 
in 1954-1955 to £48,210 in 1955-1956 as a direct result of- motor vehicles 
engaged on in te r s ta te journeys being exempted f rom(the payment of 
charges under the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordination) Act. 

Action is proceeding for the taking over of fur ther Motor Regis
t r ies , the actual dates being contingent on suitable premises becoming 
available. 

A m a p of New South Wales showing the locations of Distr ict 
Motor Regis t r ies in relat ion to the ra i lways and pr incipal roads is 
included as Appendix No. 19. 

THIRD PARTY INSURANCE. 

The Motor Vehicles (Thi rd P a r t y Insurance) Act, 1942, as 
amended, provides tha t before a motor vehicle m a y be regis tered or 
used on the public s t reets i t mus t be insured agains t liability in respect 
of bodily in jury to any th i rd person ar is ing out of the negligent use 
of the vehicle. The insurance mus t be effected with an Insurance 
Company approved by the Minis ter for T r a n s p o r t or with the Govern
ment Insurance Office of New South Wales . 

The maximum insurance ra tes a re prescr ibed by Regultaion 
under the Act. The r a t e s which came into force on 1st October, 1954, 
remained unal te red dur ing the yea r ended 30th J u n e , 1956. 

At the 30th J u n e , 1956, there were eighty-six insurance companies 
au thor ised to t r ansac t th i rd pa r ty insurance business in te rms of the 
Act. Dur ing the year , one new company was approved as an author ised 
insurer and two •^au tho r i s ed insurers wi thdrew from th i rd p a r t y 
insurance business. 

The Government Insurance Office of New South Wales handles 
approximate ly 81 pe r cent, of the business under the Motor Vehicles 
(Th i rd P a r t y Insurance) Act and this Depa r tmen t collects p remiums in 
respect of such business on behalf of tha t Office. I n the yea r ended 
30th June , 1956, the collections totalled £4,540,672, f r o m ' w h i c h the 
Depa r tmen t received £67,415 16s. 
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SECTION TWO. 

REGULATION OF PUBLIC MOTOR VEHICLES. 

I n the regulat ion of public motor vehicle services, the various 
Acts adminis tered by the Depa r tmen t were applied, as far as prac
ticable, so as to pe rmi t motor vehicles to opera te on roads or in a reas 
according to the public needs and, as necessary, to co-ordinate road 
activit ies with rail , a i r and shipping services. 

The vehicles were licensed as goods motor vehicles, motor omni
buses, taxi-cabs, p r iva te hire cars , tour is t vehicles or motor vans and 
each licence was condit ioned according to the policy laid down for each 
type of service. 

Vehicles engaged solely in in te rs ta te t r ade were not subject to 
l icensing and regulat ion (except as concerns the provis ions of the Motor 
Traffic Act insofar as they relate to road safe ty) . Other vehicles were 
similarly free of control when engaged in an occasional in te rs ta te 
journey . 

STATE TRANSPORT (CO-ORDINATION) FUND. 

The Sta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordination) F u n d receives licence and 
permi t fees on vehicles regis tered to opera te as public motor vehicles, 
and charges in respect of the car r iage of goods or passengers on 
journeys in competi t ion with the rai lways or t r amways as imposed 
under the provis ions of the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 
1931-1954. 

The cost of adminis t ra t ion of the Act is payable from the F u n d 
and the balance is d is t r ibuted to the credit of ra i lway and t r a m w a y 
revenue, or to the Country Main Roads Fund . 

A s ta tement of receipts and payments from this F u n d is shown 
in Appendix No. 11. 

GOODS MOTOR VEHICLES. 

The number of motor vehicles reg is te red and licensed as t rucks 
and t ra i le rs was 301,111 a t 30th June , 1956, as compared with 278,137 
a t 30th June , 1955. The former figure represented 36 per cent, of the 
to ta l number of vehicles regis tered compared with 36 per cent, a t 30th 
June , 1955; 26 per cent, a t 30th June , 1938, and 20 per cent, a t 30th 
June , 1932. 

D u r i n g the yea r the established policy in the adminis t ra t ion 
of the Act was continued in relat ion to goods motor t r a n s p o r t as out
lined in my previous Repor t s . Licences were issued in respect of all 
reg is te red goods motor vehicles (except those vehicles reg is te red for 
use solely in in te r s ta te t r ade ) au thor i s ing the car r iage of goods 
general ly on in t r a s t a t e journeys not in competi t ion wi th the ra i lways 
for more than 50 miles and for the car r iage , direct from f a r m to marke t 
on journeys of any distance, of fresh fruit , vegetables, eggs or poul t ry . 

P e r m i t s under the Act were issued author is ing the operat ion 
of journeys exceeding 50 miles not covered by the licence. 

* 95780—2 
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Exempt ion from the payment of charges prescribed under the 
Act was allowed in respect of the car r iage of a wide range of commodi
ties, including the following:— 

Milk, cream, eggs, fish, rabbi ts , poul t ry , fruit, vegetables, 
honey. 

Ped igreed stock (excluding racehorses and t ro t t ing horses 
from race meet ings) , calves and lambs under six months 
old, pigs, bees and bee-farming equipment. 

Seedlings, o rnamenta l p lants . 

Fer t i l i se rs , shellgrit , coke, charcoal, lime. 

Cement and t e r r a cotta roofing tiles, bricks, asbestos cement 
sheets and pipes, gyprock, fibrous p las ter sheets, concrete 
tubs and cisterns, and ear thenware pipes. 

Zinc oxide, carbon black, ground manganese , bulk nitr ic, sul
phur ic and hydrochloric acids. 

Daily newspapers , r e tu rned empty containers . 

W h e r e goods, not classified as exempt, were carr ied on journeys 
competi t ive with the ra i lways for more than 50 miles, permi ts author is 
ing such journeys were conditioned to require the payment of charges 
at r a tes rang ing up to the prescr ibed maximum depending upon the 
element of competit ion with rai l service. 

The maximum charge is one calculated a t the r a t e per mile of 
3d. per ton of the aggrega te of the unladen weight of the vehicle 
and the weight of loading it is capable of car ry ing . In a considerable 
number of cases reduct ions in the maximum charges were g ran ted on 
considerat ion of special features associated with the loading to be 
carr ied and special circumstances as disclosed in applicat ions for 
pe rmi t s . 

Pa r t i cu l a r s of road journeys author ised by permi t for the t r ans 
po r t of goods for more than 50 miles in competition with the ra i lways 
dur ing the twelve months ended 30th June , 1956, on payment of charges 
at mileage ra tes , and the tonnages so carr ied, a re as follows:— 

Journeys. 

* 
Id. ton mile. 

* 
l^d. ton mile. 

* 
2d. ton mile. 

* 
Full Charges. 

Journeys. 

Trips. Tons 
Carried. Trips. Tons 

Carried. Trips Tons 
Carried. Trips Tons 

Carried. 

N.S.W. only— 
Up to 100 miles 
101 to 200 miles 
Over 200 miles 

Totals 

1954-55 
1953-54 
1952-53 

6,007 
9,948 
3,937 

22,246 
52,323 
20,004 

2,291 
1,244 

300 

16,182 
5,916 
1,291 

283 
251 
112 

1,606 
1,477 

693 

17,472 
19,800 

2,959 

117,949 
140,141 

21,691 

N.S.W. only— 
Up to 100 miles 
101 to 200 miles 
Over 200 miles 

Totals 

1954-55 
1953-54 
1952-53 

19,892 94,573 3,835 23,389 646 3,776 40,231 279,781 

N.S.W. only— 
Up to 100 miles 
101 to 200 miles 
Over 200 miles 

Totals 

1954-55 
1953-54 
1952-53 

18,606 
18,279 
15,628 

88,264 
87,330 
75,687 

2,526 
1.594 
1,200 

13,642 
6,977 
5,213 

478 
475 
207 

2,726 
2,678 
1,494 

33.557 
34,756 
30,639 

226,779 
225,423 
188,186 

N O T E . — I n addition to the figures shown 5 , 4 5 2 permits were issued subject to charges payable on 
a flat rate basis. These include permits issued for varying periods to hawkers, showmen, 
contractors, dealers and individual journeys for the carriage of motor car bodies. 

* Denotes the rate per ton mile based on'the aggregate of the weight of the vehicle unladen and 
the weight of loading it is capable of carrying but the tonnages shown above refer to actual 
weights of loading carried. 
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Charges collected under the Act dur ing the yea r 1955-1956 in 
respect of the car r iage of! goods by road amounted to £841,866 com
pared with £1,231,781 for the year 1954-1955, a decrease of £389,915. In 
1953-1954 the collections totalled £1,801,005. 

The decrease in the amount of charges collected is a t t r ibu tab le 
to the P r i v y Council decision of 17th November, 1954, that , because 
of Section 92 of the Consti tut ion of the Commonwealth of Aus t ra l i a , 
the provisions of the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act could not 
validly be applied to motor vehicles engaged on journeys for inter
s ta te t rade . 

The inabili ty of the S ta te to impose charges under the existing 
provisions of the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act upon the opera
to rs of vehicles engaged in in te rs ta te t r ade has resul ted in a substan
tial reduction in the revenue from tha t source amount ing to approxi 
mately £1,200,000 per annum based on the posit ion which existed a t 
the time the P r ivy Council judgment was given in November, 1954. 

F r o m the commencement of the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) 
A.ct in November, 1931, until 30th June , 1956, receipts of the funds 
from goods and passenger charges, licence fees, pe rmi t and mis
cellaneous fees, Police Court penalt ies, total led £11,353,403. Goods 
charges accounted for £9,595,330 of this total amount . Depa r tmen ta l 
records do not enable a dissection to be made to S I I O A V the exact amounts 
derived from in te r s ta te and in t ras ta te journeys . 

The receipts have been applied to adminis t ra t ive costs £1,366,407, 
payments to Government Rai lways F u n d as compensat ion for com
peti t ion with ra i lway services totalled £9,856,631 and to the Depar t 
ment of Government T ranspo r t (in respect of competit ion Avith t r am
way and omnibus services) £32,421. The balance in the S ta te T r a n s p o r t 
(Co-ordination) F u n d a t 30th June , 1956, was £97,943. 

As mentioned in my previous r epo r t an Act passed in December, 
1954, viz., The S ta te T r a n s p o r t Co-ordination ( B a r r i n g of Claims and 
Remedies) Act, which was designed to avoid refunds of charges, etc., 
to in te rs ta te opera tors , was declared invalid by the High Court in J u n e , 
1955. An appeal to the P r i v y Council aga ins t the decision was made 
and a judgment recently delivered dismissed the appeal and upheld 
the High Court ruling. Legal issues involved have yet to be de termined 
as to the extent: to which refunds of moneys paid have to be made . 

The increase in the number of goods motor vehicle reg is t ra t ions 
in the year , viz., 23,174, would have involved a definite increase in the 
amount of traffic moving on the roads . The bulk of goods moved by 
road was for dis tances up to 50 miles. The quant i ty of goods car r ied 
on the roads for dis tances exceeding 50 miles in competi t ion with the 
rai lways on in t r a s t a t e journeys w^as also very large and with the free 
in ters ta te movement of goods the revenue of the Depa r tmen t of Rail
ways was considerably affected. The heaviest road movements were 
those commencing or t e rmina t ing in Sydney and al though much of the 
road traffic couJd have been accommodated on the ra i lways in services 
which have been expanded and accelerated with the in t roduct ion of 
addit ional modern locomotives and other types of new roll ing stock and 
equipment there was an increasing tendency to use road t r a n s p o r t to 
ca r ry from door to door and so reduce packaging, casing, c ra t ing and 
handling costs in addition to expedi t ing deliveries. 

The main and most frequent in t r a s t a t e journeys were on routes 
between Sydney and Newcastle, Ba thu r s t , Orange and Goulburn and 
other points d is tant up to 200 miles. The loading on vehicles opera t ing 
from Sydney consisted mainly of general merchandise and other goods 
in the higher rai l f reight classifications. 
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Many road opera tors , dur ing the year , d is regarded or 
endeavoured to evade the provisions of the Act by opera t ing without 
pe rmi t s or ca r ry ing goods subject to a higher r a t e of charges than tha t 
for which permi t s were obtained. Road pa t ro ls by author ised officers 
of this Depa r tmen t were continued and resul ted in the detection of a 
considerable number of breaches and in 692 cases legal proceedings 
were ins t i tu ted and convictions recorded by the Courts . 

WEIGHBRIDGES.. 

A P e r m i t I s su ing Office s i tuated on the Hume Highway a t 
Chnllora includes a large weighbridge (80 ton capaci ty) and facili tates 
the issue of permi t s for the t r a n s p o r t of goods by road on journeys 
exceeding 50 miles in competit ion with the ra i lways and the weigh
ing of vehicles and their loads. As a resul t of the P r i v y Council and 
High Cour t decisions r ega rd ing in te r s ta te goods motor vehicle opera
tions, the number of permi ts issued and vehicle weighings considerably 
decreased. As from the 8th August , 1955, the Chullora Pe rmi t I s su ing 
Office was given the s ta tus of a motor reg is t ry and all types of motor 
reg is t ra t ion work, in addi t ion to the issue of permi t s and weighing 
of vehicles, has since been conducted there . 

Other weighbridges regular ly availed of for the purposes of 
weighing vehicles and their loads en route, to ensure tha t charges under 
the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordination) Act were not evaded by over
loading vehicles, were the Rai lway depar tmenta l weighbridge a t 
Goulburn and a public weighbridge at Gosford. 

PRIVATELY OPERATED MOTOR OMNIBUS SERVICES—METROPOLITAN 
(INCLUDING WOLLONGONG) AND NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT DISTRICTS. 

In accordance with the provis ions of the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930-
1955, the pr ivate ly operated motor omnibus services in the Metropoli tan 
(including Wollongong) and Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic ts were 
author ised to operate subject to the conditions of motor omnibus service 
licences, which were reviewed and re-issued for a per iod of twelve 
months from 1st F e b r u a r y , 1956. As in pas t years , small t empora ry 
services and new services, which a re r ega rded as t empora ry unt i l 
firmly established, were covered by the issue of pe rmi t s of th ree 
months currency. The service licences and permi t s expressed, in 
r ega rd to each service, the route to be t raversed , the t imetable to be 
observed, the fares to be charged, and the s tands for the omnibuses and 
any special res t r ic t ions or conditions. 

Service licence fees payable upon the issue of each service licence 
were assessed, as provided for under the Act, according to the na tu re 
and extent of the benefit enjoyed by the opera tor , the na tu re of the 
rou te t r aversed and the effect on any Government t r a n s p o r t services. 
Al though the Act provides for a maximum fee calculated at the r a t e of 
£4 per annum for each passenger each omnibus is author ised to car ry , 
the highest r a t e of fee determined dur ing the yea r was £2 10s. per 
passenger (in the Tamarama-Ci ty service, Route No. 79 service) and 
the lowest ra te was 2s. 6d. per passengor in the case of several of the 
least remunera t ive services. 

Prescr ibed pe rmi t fees of 6s. for each omnibus employed were 
charged in respect of t e m p o r a r y services not covered by service licences. 
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The •a.-nnual service licence fees paid dur ing the yea r r anged from 
£4 10s. to £37.6 17s. 6d. for individual services in the Sydney Metro
pol i tan T r a n s p o r t Distr ict , from £10 to £187 for services in the Wollon
gong area , and from £6 3s. to £127 for services in the Newcastle T r ans 
po r t Distr ict . The. fees collected in respect of the pr iva te ly opera ted 
services aggrega ted £9,326 4s. 7d. for Metropol i tan se rv ices ' (Sydney) , 
£1,100 7s. for the Wollongong services and £619 0s. 6d. for the Newcastle 
services. 

I n addi t ion to the service licence fees pa id by the opera to rs of 
the pr iva te ly owned omnibus services, the Depa r tmen t of Government 
T r a n s p o r t paid, as the equivalent of such fees, the sum of £9,619 16s. Id . 
for i ts Metropol i tan omnibus services and £2,408 0s. 8d. for i ts 
Newcastle services. 

Motor omnibuses employed in regu la r passenger services (ex
cept ing Government services) in the T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic ts were regis
tered under the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930-1.955, and the Motor Traffic Act, 
1909-1955, and were licensed under the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) 
Act, 1931-1954. T a x on these vehicles was charged according to the 
unladen weight as prescr ibed bv the Motor Vehicles (Taxa t ion) Act, 
1951. 

The to ta l omnibus tax collected from pr iva te opera to rs 
aggrega ted £64,127 3s. for the Metropol i tan services (Sydney) , 
£18,641 17s. 7d. for the Wollongong services and £9,066 3s. 9d. ' for the 
Newcastle services, whilst the Depar tment of Government T r a n s p o r t 
pa id amounts of £134,502 8s. 4cl. and £26,322 2s. 8d. as the equivalent 
of motor t ax on i ts omnibuses operated in the Metropol i tan T r a n s p o r t 
Dis t r ic t and the Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Distr ict , respectively. 

Dur ing the yea r all the omnibus tax and one half of the service 
licence fees collected in respect of the Metropol i tan (excluding Wollon
gong) and Newcastle services, after reserv ing enough for possible 
refunds, were d is t r ibuted to the par t i c ipa t ing Municipal and Shire 
Councils and other author i t ies for use by them on the reconstruct ion, 
renewal, r epa i r and maintenance of the public roads which a re used 
by regis tered motor omnibuses. The remain ing half of the service 
licence fees available was pa id into Consolidated Revenue in reduct ion 
of the capi tal indebtedness of the Depa r tmen t of Government T r a n s 
por t . 

Commencing on 1st August , 1955, the Metropol i tan T r a n s p o r t 
Dis t r ic t was extended to include the whole of the a r e a of the City of 
Greater Wollongong (until such time as a separa te Wollongong Trans 
po r t Distinct is c rea ted) , and from t h a t da te the operat ion of motor 
omnibus services and other public motor vehicles in tha t a rea was 
regulated and controlled in accordance with the provis ions of the T r a n s 
por t Act, 1930-1955. As a result , annua l service licence fees were 
assessed in respect of the omnibus services concerned and, together 
with the omnibus tax collected in respect of the omnibuses employed, 
was dis t r ibuted to the local Councils in the area. By this means a 
to ta l amount of £16,620 10s. Id . was made available dur ing the yea r to 
Councils in the Wollongong a rea for expendi ture by them on roadways 
on which motor omnibuses are operated. 

The dis t r ibut ion of omnibus tax and service licence fees for the 
year ended 30th June , 1956, was made as provided for under the 
T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930-1955, and is set out in detai l in Appendix No. 5. 
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METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT DISTRICT (SYDNEY SERVICES). 

At 30th June , 1956, the number of service licences in issue was 
191 compared with 185 a t 30th June , 1955. Approva l was given in 
eighteen instances for t r ans fe r s to.different opera to rs and the number 
of holders of service licences increased from 120 to 125. . 

Dur ing the yea r one service licence was cancelled because of the 
holder ' s fai lure to comply with the provisions of the Act and two 
non-paying routes were discontinued by the opera tors . In the case of 
the first-mentioned service it was found practicable to make suitable 
a r r angement s for the t r an spo r t of school children in the area concerned, 
whilst in the case of the last-mentioned routes one service was resumed 
following a community effort on the p a r t of local res idents , and it is 
ant ic ipated tha t the remaining service will be recommenced by a 
different opera to r a t an ear ly date . 

Appl icat ions to ins t i tu te new services were considered and 
approval was given for the following services to commence under the 
au thor i ty of permi t s :— 

Pads tow Sta t ion-Revesby-Panania-Eas t Hills Stat ion. 

Car ingbah Sta t ion-Miranda-Gymea Station. 

Macquarie Fields-Liverpool Stat ion. 

Eas twood Stat ion-Beeeroft Stat ion via Epp ing (previously a 
por t ion of the Wes t Ryde-Beecroft service). 

The last-mentioned service was subsequently discontinued by the 
opera tor because of insufficient pa t ronage and a r rangements were then 
made for the provision of journeys th rough the area by another 
operator . 

Approva l was given also for eleven routes, previously author ised 
by permi ts , to be opera ted under the conditions of service licences, and 
in fourteen instances for major extensions or diversion of existing 
services in order to cater more adequately for public requirements . 

Fol lowing upon an examinat ion of the financial position of the 
pr ivately opera ted services it was found necessary to approve increased 
fares in the major i ty of services commencing on 26th September , 1955. 
The increases author ised a re summarised as follows:— 

'Adults' Cash Fares.—One penny per journey on existing fares 
up to l i d . and 3d. per journey on existing fares of I s . or more. 

Adults' Weekly Fares.—Eightpence per ticket on existing cash 
fares up to l i d . and 2s. per ticket on exist ing cash fares of Is . or more. 

Children's Cash Fares.—Up to one half of the equivalent adult 
fare less any odd ha l fpenny. 

No increases were author ised in school chi ldren 's concession 
fares . 

As the resul t of the addi t ional revenue derived from the 
increased fares , the services were stabilised financially for a time but 
subsequent r i s ing costs, including basic wage var ia t ions , fur ther mar 
ginal increases in omnibus employees 7 wages, higher sales tax on 
vehicles and spare p a r t s , increased fuel costs, etc., have upset the 
financial posit ion generally and at the end of the yea r the indicat ions 
were tha t the fare schedules would require fur ther examination in the 
near future . 
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Standard of Service. 

The number of omnibuses in service a t 30th J u n e , 1956, was 
763, an increase of 18 over the figure for the previous year . Of the 
total number, 427 were fitted with petrol engines and 336 with com
pression ignition engines, i.e. a decrease of 5 pet rol vehicles and an 
increase of 23 diesel vehicles dur ing the year . The number of single-
deck omnibuses a t 30th June , 1956, was 727, an increase of 8; and the 
number of double-deck vehicles was 36, an increase of 10. 

D u r i n g the year regular and frequent inspections were car r ied 
out by Depar tmenta l qualified motor vehicle examiners in order to 
ensure tha t the s t anda rd of the s t ruc tura l and mechanical con
dition of omnibuses was mainta ined a t a sufficiently high level, and 
where necessary sub-s tandard vehicles were suspended from service 
unti l the necessary r epa i r s were effected. 

In keeping with general policy, rout ine checks were made to 
ascer ta in whether the authorised t imetables were adequate and were 
being mainta ined by opera tors , and special invest igat ions were carr ied 
out upon the receipt of complaints and represen ta t ions of this n a t u r e 
in r ega rd to par t i cu la r services. I n cases where amendments to exist ing 
t imetables or addi t ional journeys were necessary, action was taken to 
ensure tha t the app rop r i a t e improvements were introduced. 

The procedure was continued of close liaison with the Traffic 
Police and Officers of Local Government Author i t ies concerning such 
ma t t e r s as the location of omnibus s topping p laces ; the manner of 
opera t ion of omnibuses a t t e rmin i ; the sui tabil i ty of roadways for 
omnibus traffic, etc., and numerous inspections in this , r ega rd were 
carr ied out by Depa r tmen ta l Officers. 

Because of the unsa t i s fac tory manner of operat ion of certain 
omnibus services, it was necessary dur ing the yea r to require the 
holders of three service licences to show cause why the relevant licences 
should not be suspended or cancelled. I n the case of one service, the 
Ki l l a ra S ta t ion-Ki l la ra P a r k service, the licence was subsequently 
cancelled, another opera to r rel inquished his service to a new opera tor , 
and in the other instance the action taken and the subsequent a t tent ion 
given to the service resul ted in the provision of the necessary general 
improvements . 

I t is considered tha t the pr ivate ly opera ted omnibus services 
cont inued dur ing the year to cater adequately for public needs by 
providing essential feeder services to the main t r anspor t a t ion systems 
a t sa t isfactory s t anda rds of efficiency and a t reasonable cost to 
t ravel lers . 

Services in Competition with Government Transport Services. 

Dur ing the year there were eight pr iva te ly opera ted omnibus 
services which were r ega rded as opera t ing in competit ion with Govern
ment t r an spo r t services. Charges in accordance with the provis ions of 
the S t a t e . T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 1931-1954, were imposed on 
three services and in the five other cases the posit ion was met by the 
prohibi t ion.on the picking up or se t t ing down of passengers along the 
competit ive por t ions of the routes . 

The opera t ion of special journeys by omnibuses off the i r -normal 
routes for the car r iage of spor t ing bodies and the like was covered by 
the issue of pe rmi t s and where competi t ion with Government owned 
services was involved charges under the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordina
tion) Act, 1931-1954, were imposed. The total amount of charges 
collected dur ing the year was £5,404 15s. l i d . 
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Passengers Carried and Financial Results. 

Certified r e tu rns submit ted by opera to rs as provided for under 
the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930-1955, indicated tha t du r ing the year the services 
in the Metropol i tan T r a n s p o r t Distr ict (Sydney) generally, with the 
benefit of increased fares from 26th September , 1955, were opera ted a t 
slightly smaller marg in of profit than in the previous year . However, 
a g r adua l increase in opera t ing costs continued and by the end of the 
yea r was tending to absorb the addit ional revenue received from fare 
increases author ised dur ing the year . 

A comparison of the g rand total of passengers carr ied and the 
financial resul ts a t 30th June , in the years 1956 and 1955 is set out 
he reunder :— 

Year ended 30tk June— 

Increase. Decrease. 

1956. 1955. 

Increase. Decrease. 

No. 
80,153,426 

£ 
2,423.165 
2,253,695 
' 169,470 

No. 
84,407,500 

£ 
2,288,386 
2,112,116 

176,270 

No. No. 
4,254,074 

£ 

No. 
80,153,426 

£ 
2,423.165 
2,253,695 
' 169,470 

No. 
84,407,500 

£ 
2,288,386 
2,112,116 

176,270 

£ 
134,779 
141,579 

No. 
4,254,074 

£ 

No. 
80,153,426 

£ 
2,423.165 
2,253,695 
' 169,470 

No. 
84,407,500 

£ 
2,288,386 
2,112,116 

176,270 

£ 
134,779 
141,579 

Net t Profit 

No. 
80,153,426 

£ 
2,423.165 
2,253,695 
' 169,470 

No. 
84,407,500 

£ 
2,288,386 
2,112,116 

176,270 

£ 
134,779 
141,579 

6,800 

No. 
80,153,426 

£ 
2,423.165 
2,253,695 
' 169,470 

No. 
84,407,500 

£ 
2,288,386 
2,112,116 

176,270 6,800 

Ful le r s tat is t ics re la t ing to the pr iva te ly opera ted motor omnibus 
services in the Metropol i tan T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic t (Sydney) are set out 
I n Append ix No. 12. 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT DISTRICT (WOLLONGONG SERVICES). 

A t 30th June , 1956, the number of service licences in issue was 
seventeen, and the number of holders of such licences was fifteen, com
pr is ing eleven individual opera to rs and four companies. Dur ing the 
yea r there were no major, a l tera t ions to the author ised routes of the 
services but, in some instances, it was necessary to approve var ia t ions 
in the author ised t ime-tables in order , to ca ter more adequately for 
public needs. Considerat ion is being given to the diversion of nor th
bound omnibuses via Burel l i Street , Wollongong, in lieu of Crown 
S t ree t in order to alleviate traffic congestion in Crown St ree t and a t 
i ts intersect ion wi th K e i r a Street . 

As in the case of the services in the Metropol i tan and Newcastle 
T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic ts it was found necessary dur ing the year to author ise 
higher fa res in the Wollongong services and, accordingly, s imilar 
increases were approved in these services commencing from 26th 
September , 1955. However , a t the end of the yea r the indications were 
tha t r i s ing costs general ly would necessitate a fur ther review of fares 
in the nea r future . 

Standard of Service. 

The number of omnibuses in service in the Wollongong a r ea a t 
30fch J u n e , 1956, was 129, of which seventy were fitted with pe t ro l 
engines, fifty-nine wi th compression ignit ion engines, 111 were single-
deck and eighteen were double-deck vehicles. These vehicles were 
inspected a t regu la r and frequent in tervals dur ing the year in order 
to ensure tha t their s t ruc tura l and mechanical condition was mainta ined 
a t a sat isfactory level. 
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Frequen t checks of the services were also made to ensure tha t the 
author ised time-tables were adequate and were being- adhered to, and in 
addit ion special checks were car r ied out upon the receipt of complaints 
or representa t ions re la t ing to par t i cu la r services. In order to obviate 
complaints by the different opera to r s whose services were competit ive 
along a common route between Aus t inmer and Wollongong, special 
checks were made of these services to ensure t h a t the actual running 
times of the omnibuses conformed to the author ised time-tables, and 
suitable action was taken where breaches of this na tu re occurred. 

Hav ing r ega rd to the considerable number of passengers car r ied 
in these services dur ing the year , namely, approximate ly 11,500,000, and 
the small number of complaints made, it is considered t h a t the s t andard 
of service provided by the omnibuses in the Wollongong Distr ict is 
sat isfactory and compares favourably with the s t anda rds in the Metro
poli tan and Newcastle Dis t r ic ts . 

Services in Competition with Government Transport Services. 

Of the seventeen services licensed in the Wollongong area seven 
were regarded as opera t ing in pa r t i a l competi t ion with the t ra in ser
vices and in these cases charges in accordance with the provision of the 
S t a t e T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 1931-1954, were imposed. In 
addition, pe rmi t s were issued au thor i s ing special journeys by omni
buses off the i r normal routes for the ca r r i age of spor t ing bodies and 
the like, and where competition with ra i lway services resulted, charges 
under . the Act amount ing to £66318s. 4d. were collected. 

Passengers Carried and Financial Results. 

Certified r e tu rns submit ted by opera to r s indicated that , du r ing 
the year, the services in the Wollongong Distr ict , assisted by increased 
fares from September, 1955, were opera ted a t a reasonable margin of 
profit. However , increas ing opera t ing costs common to omnibus ser
vices generally had by the end of the yea r dis turbed the services ' 
financial posit ions. 

F u r t h e r stat is t ics re la t ing to the pr iva te ly opera ted services in 
the Wollongong Dis t r ic t are set out in Appendix No. 13. 

NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT DISTRICT. 

At 30th June , 1956, the number of service licences in issue in the 
Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic t was twenty-seven, the same as twelve 
months previously. Dur ing the yea r t r ans fe r s of four service licences 
were approved and as two cases involved the t r ans fe r s from opera to rs 
who al ready held more than one licence to opera to rs who did not hold 
licences the number of opera to rs increased from sixteen to eighteen. 

Dur ing the year , minor var ia t ions in exist ing routes and time
tables of these services were author ised in order to provide more 
adequate t r a n s p o r t facilities. As in the case of the services opera t ing 
in the Metropol i tan T r a n s p o r t Distr ict , i t was found necessary to 
authorise higher fares in the major i ty of Newcastle services, and similar 
increases to those in the Metropol i tan services were approved to com
mence on 26th September, 1955. Similar ly to the Metropol i tan and 
Wollongong posit ion, indicat ions a t the end of the yea r were tha t 
r is ing opera t ing costs would necessi tate in the near fu ture a fur ther 
review of the p resen t fares in order to ensure the continuance of the 
services. 
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Standard of Service. 

The number of pr ivate ly opera ted omnibuses in the Newcastle 
T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic t a t 30th June , 1956, was 88, compared with 91 for 
the twelve months previous. Of this number, 31 were petrol driven and 
57 were fitted with compression ignition engines, a decrease of 4 pet rol 
vehicles and an increase of 1 dicsel vehicle dur ing the year . The num
ber of single-deck omnibuses at 30th June , 1956, was 75, a decrease of 
4, and the number of double-deck vehicles was 13, an increase of one. 

Regu la r and frequent inspections by Depar tmen ta l motor vehicle 
examiners were carr ied out dur ing the year in order to ensure tha t the 
s t ruc tura l and mechanical condition of the omnibuses in the services was 
maintained at a sa t is factory s t andard and, where necessary, action was 
taken to suspend vehicles from service until the desired repa i r s were 
effected. 

The services were also checked a t frequent intervals with a view 
to improvements in the existing time-tables and to ensure that journeys 
were being opera ted punctual ly . Upon the receipt of complaints or 
representa t ions in this r ega rd special checks were made and, where 
practicable and desirable, the appropr ia t e remedial measures were 
adopted. 

In view of the small number, of complaints by the t ravel l ing 
public it.-is considered tha t the pr ivate ly opera ted services in the New
castle Distr ict continued dur ing the year to provide essential, t r anspor t 
within the City and its environs at reasonable cost and at sat isfactory 
s t anda rds of efficiency. 

Services in Competition with Government Transport Services. 

As in previous years , four services continued to opera te in 
par t i a l competi t ion with the Government t r an spo r t services and were 
subject to the payment of charges under the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co
ordinat ion) Act, 1931-1954. In the case of the indus t r ia l services which 
opera ted through areas served by Government omnibus services, 
res t r ic t ions on the taking up and set t ing down of passengers along 
the competit ive port ions of the routes were imposed in order to obviate 
the competi t ion involved. The pr iva te ly operated services were 
author ised by permi ts to provide special journeys off their normal 
routes for spor t ing bodies and the like, and where competition with 
Government services was involved charges totall ing £1,244 7s. 4d. were 
collected, 

Passengers Carried and Financial Results. 

Certified r e tu rns submitted by opera to rs indicated that , dur ing 
the year , the services in the Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Distr ict , assisted by 
fare increases from September . 1955, were opera ted at a small marg in 
of profit, slightly better than the previous year . The addi t ional revenue 
derived from fare increases authorised dur ing the period was tending 
to be absorbed by continuing increasing opera t ing costs at the end 
of the year . 
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A comparison of the g rand total of passengers carr ied and the 
financial resul ts a t 30th June , in the yea r s 1956 and 1.955, is set out 
he reunde r :— 

Passengers carried 

Revenue 
Expenditure 
Net t Profit 

Year ended 30th June— 

Increase. Decrease. 

1956. 1955. 

No. No. No. No. 
5,023,891 5,100,061 76,170 

£ £ £ ' £ 
283,961 247,913 36,048 
280,478 246,748 33,730 

3,483 1,165 2,318 

F u r t h e r stat is t ics re la t ing to the pr ivate ly opera ted motor omni
bus services in the Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic t a re set out in Appendix 
No. 14. 

TAXI-CABS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS. 

Metropolitan Transport District (Sydney Area). 

A t 30th June , 1956, there were 2,484 taxi-cabs licensed to operate 
in the Metropol i tan T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic t (Sydney a rea) compris ing 1,786 
which were permi t ted to opera te from any stand, 670 restr ic ted to speci
fied suburban s tands or zones and twenty-eight licensed for operat ion 
only from Central Rai lway Stat ion. Comparable figures as a t 30th 
June , 1955, were a total of 2,393, compris ing 1,789 unres t r ic ted, 576 
restr ic ted suburban and twenty-eight Central Rai lway Stat ion taxi-cabs. 

The decline of th ree in the number of unres t r ic ted taxi-cabs was 
due to the t empora ry sur render of one licence and the cancellation 
of two others because of the fai lure of the opera to rs to comply with 
the conditions of the licences. The increase of 94 in the number of 
suburban taxi-cabs is accounted for by the conversion of 85 pr iva te 
h i re cars to res t r ic ted suburban taxi-cabs, the issue by ballot of an 
addi t ional 10 licences of this type, and the t empora ry su r render of one 
licence. 

The number of p r iva te hire cars licensed a t 30th June , 1956, was 
309 compared with 348 twelve months previously. As. a l ready men
tioned, 85 pr iva te h i re cars were converted to res t r ic ted suburban taxi-
cabs whilst 29 addi t ional licences were issued, 5 by ballot to provide 
facilities in outlying suburbs and the remaining 24 mostly to existing 
opera tors where it was established .that addi t ional vehicles were neces
sa ry to enable them to provide an efficient service. In addit ion, 17 
licences were sur rendered whilst 34 licences which had been sur rendered 
were re-issued to the previous holders . 

Two-Way Radiocommunication for Taxi-cabs. 

Dur ing the year , with the co-operation of the Wire less Branch 
of the Pos tmas te r -Genera l ' s Depar tment , the Depa r tmen t continued 
its active encouragement of the expansion of two-way radiocommunica
tion in taxi-cabs and pr iva te hire cars . Ex is t ing radio taxi-cab organi
sat ions progressed most favourably, whilst new organisa t ions were 
formed. 
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A t 30th June , 1956, 889 taxi-cabs in the Metropoli tan T r a n s p o r t 
Dis t r ic t (Sydney A r e a ) were equipped with two-way radio ( represent 
ing 35 per cent, of the total taxi-cabs licensed) compared with 413 at 
30th June , 1955. The following table i l lus t ra tes the expansion of the 
var ious g r o u p s : — 

Organisation. 

Taxi-cabs fitted with two-way radio. 

30th June, 1956. 

A.B.C. Radio Taxi Service (Lower North Shore) 
Cumberland Cabs Co-op. Ltd. (Outer Western Suburbs) 
De Luxe & Red Cabs Co-op. Ltd. (Metropolitan Area) 
Ex-Servicemen's Cabs Co-op. Ltd. (Metropolitan Area) 
Green Cabs Service Pty. Ltd. (Metropolitan Area) 
Legion Cabs Co-op. Ltd. (Metropolitan Area) 
Manly Cabs (Trading) Co-op. Ltd ... 
Northern Districts Radio Taxi Co-op. Ltd 
Penrith Radio Cabs Co-op. Ltd 
Reliable Radio Cabs (Co-op.) Ltd. (Inner Western Suburbs) 
Royal Cab Service (Metropolitan-Area) 
St. George Radio Cabs (Co-op.) Ltd 
Sutherland Shire Radio Cabs Co-op. Ltd ,. 
Southern Districts Radio Cabs Co-op. Ltd. (Liverpool AreaJ 

(including Garards Radio Cabs) 
Sydney Radio Taxi Co-op. Ltd 
Sundry Independent Operators 

30th June, 1955. 

40 39 
77 60 

124 5 
118 78 
45 42 

161 54 
49 32 
35 
10 
69 57 
20 
67 32 
11 10 

20 4 
37 

6 

889 413 

In addit ion, 91 p r iva te h i re cars were equipped with two-way 
radio, the major i ty being controlled by the opera tors of three large 
fleets of these vehicles. 

Standard of Service. 

Outside of the central City a rea it was found, with the comple
tion of the large-scale conversion of pr iva te hire cars to taxi-cabs, and 
the rap id ly increasing use of two-way radio, that the service a t some 
taxi-cab s tands was inadequate for normal requirements . This was 
due, coupled in some cases with increased demand, caused by the 
development in the distr ict concerned, to the fact tha t taxi-cabs which 
previously concentrated almost exclusively on providing service from 
stands or when hailed in the street , now car r ied out addit ional h i r ings 
a r r anged by radio. In respect of these locations where this si tuation 
obtains, a r r angemen t s have-been made for the al lotment of addit ional 
taxi-cab licences by ballot. There is no doubt, however, t ha t the service 
available to the public general ly has increased grea t ly in efficiency 
with the instal lat ion of two-way radio and, except at t imes of abnormal 
demand, little or no difficulty is experienced by members of the public 
wishing to h i re a taxi-cab by telephone. 

In the central City a r e a the taxi-cab posit ion remained much 
the same throughout the year . City conditions Avere not conducive 
to extensive use of radio or telephones for hi r ings . There "was an 
increased tendency to work from more of the street s tands . 

The mechanical and construct ional condition of taxi-cabs and 
pr iva te hire cars was subject to careful and frequent Depa r tmen ta l 
inspections dur ing the year and the opera to rs were required to take 
remedial action where this was found necessary. 

Details of the convictions which resulted from prosecutions 
under taken by the Depar tmen t agains t the opera tors and dr ivers of 
taxi-cabs and pr iva te hire cars following action to enforce Public 
Vehicle Regulat ions a re included in Appendix No. 15. 
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Property Found in Taxi-cabs. 

D u r i n g the year , the Lost P r o p e r t y Office of the Depa r tmen t 
received 2,046 articles which had been left by h i re r s in taxi-cabs. Of 
these 967 were subsequently claimed by respective owners who pa id 
cloakroom charges amount ing to £64 9s. Od. and compensat ion amount
ing to £220 l i s . l i d . to the taxi-cab dr ivers who found and r e tu rned 
the art icles to the Depar tment . 

Cloakroom charges of 9d. per week or p a r t thereof were imposed 
towards Depar tmen ta l costs of handl ing the lost p roper ty , and minimum 
compensation of 3s. was paid by the owner of a recovered art icle to 
the dr iver of the taxi-cab to repay him for the t ime lost and expense 
incur red in dr iv ing to the office. P r o p e r t y which, is no t claimed by 
the owner or the finder after six months is sold by auction a t the 
Rai lway D e p a r t m e n t ' s periodical auction sales. 

Roof-lights on Taxi-cabs. 

Fol lowing representa t ions from interes ted organisa t ions , 
approva l was given dur ing the yea r to the voluntary instal la t ion of 
roof-lights on taxi-cabs to facili tate, especially a t night , the identifica
t ion of these vehicles on the public s t reets by persons seeking to h i re 
taxi-cabs. 

The approved sign consists of a. device containing the word 
" T A X I " in black le t te r ing i l luminated by white l ight and at tachable to 
the front of the roof of the taxi-cab. The use of the signs by taxi-cab 
opera to r s is becoming increasingly popular and it is expected tha t 
they will prove of considerable benefit to in tending h i re rs of taxi-cabs. 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT DISTRICT (WOLLONGONG AREA). 

The complete a rea of the City of Grea te r Wollongong was in
corpora ted in the Metropol i tan T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic t on 1st August , 1955. 
As from t h a t date , the 94 taxi-cabs and 6 p r iva te hire cars concerned 
came within the provis ions of the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930-1955. At 30th 
June , 1956, there were 99 taxi-cabs and 7 p r iva te h i re cars opera t ing 
within the City of Grea te r Wollongong, of which number 45 vehicles 
were equipped with two-way radiocommunicat ion. 

NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT DISTRICT. 

In the Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Distr ict , 85 taxi-cabs and 22 pr iva te 
hire cars were licensed as a t 30th June , 1956, compared wi th 86 taxi-
cabs and 20 pr iva te h i re cars as a t 30th J u n e , 1955. Dur ing the year , 
one taxi-cab was converted to a p r iva te h i re car. The conversion 
of this vehicle together with the issue of licences for two addi t ional 
p r iva te h i re cars for wedding and funeral work in the City area , and 
the su r render of one p r iva te h i re care licence a t Windale , accounted 
for the increase of two in the to ta l of p r iva te h i re cars dur ing the 
yea r under review. Regula r surveys were made concerning the ade
quacy of public hire facilities and it is proposed in the coming year 
to issue several res t r ic ted taxi-cabs or p r iva te h i re car licences by 
ballot. 

As a t 30th J u n e , 1956, 62 of the 85 taxi-cabs in the Newcastle 
Dis t r ic t were equipped wi th two-way radio and opera t ing as uni t s 
of th ree co-operative societies. 



30 

MOTOR VANS. 

As a t 30th June , 1956, there were 1,346 motor vans regis tered 
under the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930-1955 and licensed under the S ta te 
T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordination) Act, 1931-1954 in the Metropol i tan T r ans 
po r t Dis t r ic t compared with 1,305 a t 30th June , 1955, an increase of 
41. The corresponding figures for the Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Distr ict 
were 107 and 98 an increase of 9 dur ing the year. 

PASSENGER SERVICES IN COUNTRY DISTRICTS. 

In addit ion to the licences issued under the Local Government 
Act (by the local Municipal or Shire Council) , public passenger car ry
ing vehicles opera t ing outside the boundar ies of the Metropol i tan 
(including Wollongong) and Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Distr icts were 
regis tered by this Depar tmen t under the Motor Traffic Act, 1909-1955 
and also licensed under the Sta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 1931-
1954. The policy was continued throughout the yea r of co-operating 
with local Councils in all ma t t e r s , such as the establ ishment of new 
services, a l tera t ions to routes , t imetables and fares, changes in owner
ship, the installation of two-way radiocommunicat ion in taxi-cabs, etc.. 
and it was found possible in all cases to determine these in a manner 
acceptable both to the Councils concerned and this Depar tment . 

Motor Omnibus Services. 

The number of regular passenger car ry ing services, namely, 
omnibus or mail and passenger , opera t ing in the country dis t r ic ts and 
the number of vehicles employed therein, a t 30th June , in the years 
1956 and 1955 were as follows :— 

At 30th June, 1956. At 30th June, 1955. 

Services. Omnibuses. Other types of 
passenger vehicles. • Services. Omnibuses. Other types of 

passenger vehicles. 

1,836 1,454 839 1,773 1,443 818 

The other types of passenger vehicles refer red to are ca r s and 
lorr ies which a re employed mainly for the car r iage of mails and 
occasionally passengers on regular mail routes . 

I n the case of those passenger services which opera ted on routes 
competit ive with the rai lways, the licences provided for the payment 
of charges under the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordination) Act, 1931-1954. 

Dur ing the yea r there was a noticeable increase in the number 
of applicat ions for h igher fares in these services, par t icu lar ly in those 
in ru r a l d is t r ic ts as distinct from those opera t ing within country cities 
and towns. There was" a marked decrease in many instances in the 
number of adults conveyed in the services which, a t present , cater 
pr incipal ly for school children at comparat ively low ra tes of fare. Such 
applicat ions were dealt with individually in conjunction with the local 
Councils concerned, and in most cases fa re increases were approved in 
accordance with the economic needs of the services. 

Tourist Services. 

At 30th June , 1956, the number of motor vehicles licensed to 
opera te in tour is t services for the ca r r i age of passengers a t separa te 
fa res on recognised tours was 88, of which 45 were opera ted from 
Sydney, 4 from Newcastle, 6 from Wollongong, 20 from Blue Mounta ins 
towns, and 13 from other country towns. 
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The routes over which the tours were author ised to opera te were 
set out in the licences for the vehicles, and charges under the S ta te 
T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 1931-1954, were imposed in cases where 
competition with the rai lways for more than 50 miles was involved. 

Motor Omnibus and Tourist Services Operating Interstate. 
I n the case of motor omnibuses and tour i s t vehicles used solely 

for the car r iage of passengers between Sta tes , reg is t ra t ion under the 
Motor Traffic Act, 1909-1955, was effected and number pla tes of the 
in te rs ta te series distinctively coloured white with red le t ters and 
figures were issued. However , in consequence of the P r i v y Council 's 
decision regard ing in te r s ta te t rade , the provisions of the Motor 
Vehicles (Taxat ion) Act, 1951, and the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) 
Act, 1931-1954, could not be applied to these vehicles. 

Private Hire Cars and Taxi-cabs in Country Districts. 
In country dis t r ic ts a t 30th June , 1956, there were 1,187 taxi-cabs, 

and 388 pr iva te h i re cars , a to ta l of 1,575 opera ted by 1,399 licensees. 
I t is thus appa ren t t ha t count ry hire vehicle services a re preponder 
ant ly opera ted by owner-dr ivers , whose livelihood and in teres t a re 
closely l inked with the provis ion of efficient facilities for the travelling-
public. 

Applicat ions for the licensing of vehicles a t fresh centres and 
for increases in the numbers of hire vehicles in certain towns were 
invest igated and approved in twenty-nine instances. The de termining 
factor in the considerat ion of all cases was the public in teres t . I n the 
approved cases applicat ions were invited by public adver t i sement and 
the licences allotted by ballot where claims were lodged by more than 
one eligible appl icant . Allowing for sur rendered licences and the 
extension of the Metropoli tan T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic t to embrace the whole 
Wollongong area , which was previously included in Country Dis t r ic ts 
and involved 99 taxi-cabs and 7 p r iva te h i re cars, the number of 
taxi-cabs increased by 12 and the p r iva te h i re cars decreased by 8 
dur ing the yea r under review. 

Applicat ions for increases in taxi-cab fares in respect of certain 
country centres were dealt with in consultat ion with the local Shire 
and Municipal Councils. The major i ty were found to be justified by 
r ising costs and, accordingly, were gran ted . 

Dur ing the year a two-way radiocommunicat ion for hire vehicles 
was introduced in 20 fresh centres, b r ing ing the total of country 
areas in which hi r ings may be a r r anged by radio-telephone to 36. The 
number of vehicles equipped with t rans-receivers rose from 87 to 181. 
This up-to-the-minute - system of controll ing the operat ions of hire 
vehicles is now functioning in the towns listed he reunder :— 

Al bury. Lavington. 
Bathurst. Leeton. 
Branxton. Litligow. 
Broken Hill. Maitland." 
Casino. Maitland East. 
Cessnock. Moss Vale. 
Ooff's Harbour. Munvilluinbah. 
Cootamuudra. Nambucca. Heads 
Crook well. Kowra. 
JDeniliquin. Orange. 
Dubbo. Parkes. 
Forbes. Queanbeyan. 
Goulburn. Tarn worth. 
Grafton. Taree. 
Jlarden-Murruinburrah. The Entrance. 
Kemjmey Heights. Wagga Wagga. 
Kurri Kurri. Wellington. 
Kyogle. Young. 



32 

Approva l has also been given for instal lat ion of the system at 
Cooma, E t ta long , Grafton, Griffith, Kempsey, Laur ie ton , Lismore and 
P o r t Macquar ie and it should come into operat ion in these places in 
the near future . 

The Depa r tmen t ' s policy of encouraging and s t imulat ing the 
equipping of taxi-cabs with radiocommunicat ion has been to the 
advan tage of the public, who obtain an improved service. The opera
tors , too, have benefited from an increase in h i r ings and a decline in 
unremunera t ive mileage. 

EXEMPTION AND REDUCTIONS IN CHARGES UNDER THE STATE 
TRANSPORT (CO-ORDINATION) ACT, 1931-1954—PASSENGERS. 

I n accordance with established pract ice, where adequate rai l 
facilities were not available in the country dis t r ic ts for both forward 
and r e tu rn journeys , permi t s were issued free of charges for the 
car r iage in omnibuses of spor t ing bodies, dance and picnic par t ies , 
and the like. 

Throughout the Sta te , generally, similar exemptions from the 
paymen t of charges w7ere allowed in the case of omnibus journeys for 
rel igious and educational purposes whilst in cer ta in cases where the 
existing t r an spo r t facilities were no t completely adequate , permi t s 
were issued on payment of charges assessed a t reduced ra tes . 

Agents and Proprietors of Receiving Depots. 

As provided for under the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordination) 
Act, 1931-1954, the persons or firms act ing as agents for the opera tors 
of public motor vehicles, or as agents in respect of the car r iage of 
persons or goods otherwise than by ship, or as the p ropr i e to r s of 
receiving depots were required to be licensed dur ing the year . 

At 30th June , 1956, there were 136 licences of this na tu re in 
issue compared with 146 a t 30th J u n e , 1955. 
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SECTION THREE. 

ROAD SAFETY. 

This Depa r tmen t has continued to co-operate with the Depar t 
ment of Main Roads, the Police Depar tment , the Educa t ion Depar tment , 
Denominat ional Educat ion Author i t ies and Local Government Author i 
t ies in p romot ing road safety. This D e p a r t m e n t ' s activit ies aim at 
developing a be t te r sense of road behaviour by compiling and widely 
publ ishing detailed stat is t ics and " c a u s e s " of road accidents, p rovid ing 
a var ie ty of traffic facilities, recommending a l te ra t ions to Regulat ions , 
enforcing approved s t anda rds of mechanical fitness and also ca r ry ing 
out research and publici ty on var ious aspects of road safety as a basis 
for the work of the Road Safety Council of New South Wales and of 
Police act ivi ty in the enforcement of the Motor Traffic Act and 
Regula t ions . 

REGULATIONS FOR ROAD SAFETY. 

Regulat ions were made deal ing with pa rk ing res t r ic t ions for 
heavy lorr ies and to give full effect to legislation deal ing wi th school 
pa t ro l s . 

ROAD ACCIDENT STATISTICS. 

The Police Depa r tmen t supplies this Depa r tmen t with copies of 
all Police r epo r t s of road accidents involving dea th or injury to any 
person a n d / o r damage to p rope r ty in excess of £10, from which a re 
compiled detailed analyses of road accident s tat is t ics . P rac t i ca l use is 
made of these s tat is t ics in various forms of publicity per medium of 
the press , radio, Government Depa r tmen t s and author i t ies and motor ing 
and other in te res ted organisa t ions . 

The stat is t ics a re used to ass is t in selecting intersect ions and 
other places where traffic control l ight signals should be ins ta l led; in 
deciding whether pa r t i cu la r a reas or sections of road should be brought 
within the scope of the 30 m.p.h. speed l imi t ; in selecting intersect ions 
for the instal lat ion of " S t o p " or " S l o w - 1 5 " signs and in gaug ing 
the effect of var ious amendments of the Motor Traffic Regula t ions , 
procedures adopted or traffic facilities or o ther devices instal led or 
approved. 

ROAD ACCIDENTS IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Dur ing the yea r ended 30th J u n e , 1956, 38,823 road accidents in 
which 808 persons were killed and 17,04.7 w7ere injured, were r epor t ed 
by the Police to have occurred in New South Wales . These figures 
compared with the previous year , r ep resen t increases of 3,508 (9.9 per 
cent.) in accidents and 10 (1.3 pe r cent.) in persons killed and 1,088 
(6.8 per cent.) in persons injured. 

Tables on the road accident s tat is t ics together with comments 
on such tables, a re shown in Appendix No. 16. 

Special points of in teres t from the tables a re as follows :— 
(1) The number of accidents, persons killed and persons 

in jured a re the highest on record. The killed r a t e pe r 
10,000 vehicles regis tered is the lowest on record and the 
in jured ra te is lower than for the previous two years . 

•95780—3 
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(2) The December qua r t e r recorded the highest number of 
accidents and casualt ies. 

(3) S a t u r d a y was the wors t clay for accidents and casualt ies. 
(4) 54.9 pe r cent, of the accidents and 55.2 per cent, of the 

casualt ies occurred inside the County of Cumberland. 
Fi f ty- three per cent, of the road deaths, however, occurred 
outside the County of Cumberland. 

(5) For ty-seven per cent, of the accidents in which 56 per cent, 
of the deaths occurred, took place on s t ra igh t roads . 

(6) H u m a n fai lure was responsible for more than 80 per cent, 
of the accidents and casualt ies. Dr ivers of motor vehicles 
were responsible for 67 per cent, of the accidents and 
over 50 pe r cent, of the casualt ies. 

(7) Collisions between vehicles represented 65 per cent, of 
the to ta l accidents and 50 per cent, of the t o t a l casualt ies. 
Over 33 per cent, of the road deaths followed collisions 
between pedes t r ians and vehicles. 

(8) Ina t ten t ive dr iv ing caused more accidents and casualt ies 
than any other single cause followed by fai lure to yield 
r ight of way a t intersections. Excessive speed was the 
second highest single cause of death. 

(9) Accidents and casualt ies a t t r ibu ted to motor cyclists were 
considerably reduced. The number of persons killed fell 
by over 33 per cent. 

(10) The number of accidents and fatal i t ies caused by pedes
t r i ans increased only sl ighty while the number of injured 
decreased. Fa i lu r e to cross the roadway with due care 
caused 36 per cent, of the accidents a t t r ibu ted to pedes
t r i ans . 

(11) The number of persons killed and injured each day average 
2.2 and 46.7 respectively. 33.8 per cent, of the persons 
killed were pedes t r ians . 

ROAD SAFETY COUNCIL. 

The Depa r tmen t gave continued suppor t in conjunction with the 
Police Depa r tmen t to the var ious educational, publicity and other 
activit ies carr ied out by the Eoad Safety Council of New South Wales 
and the Aus t ra l i an Road Safety Council. 

Outs tanding fea tures were as follows:— 
(a) An exhibit a t the Sydney Motor Show dur ing August , 

1955, when several hundred new members w-ere enrolled. 
(b) Road Courtesy Week from the 17th to the 24th September , 

1955, which w^as conducted by the Sydney Jun io r Chamber 
of Commerce with the assis tance of the Council. 

(c) A Convention of Nor the rn Branches was held a t Taree 
dur ing September, 1955, and a Convention of the Southern 
Branches was held a t Young dur ing October, 1955. 

(d) An intensified road safety campaign was conducted imme
diately p r io r to the Chris tmas-New Year holiday period. 
The theme of the Campaign was " E n j o v this Chr i s tmas 
with S a f e t y . " 

Road fatal i t ies for the per iod 24th December, 1955, 
to 1st J a n u a r y , 1956, numbered ten compared with twenty-
nine for the same per iod in 1954-55. 
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(e) A campaign entitled 1 ' S t o p the S t a t e " was conducted 
immediately p r io r to E a s t e r . Organisa t ion was on a S ta te 
wide bas is and splendid suppor t was received from Local 
Author i t ies , var ious clubs, business houses and Branches 
of the Road Safety Council. The centra l point of the 
campaign was a s toppage of traffic wherever pract icable 
a t 8 p.m. on the T h u r s d a y pr io r to E a s t e r . This was 
synchronised with a State-wide three minute radio broad
cast. The g rea t major i ty of p ic ture thea t res co-operated 
by re-broadcast ing th rough their amplifying systems the 
message over the radio . The suppor t by the P r e s s and 
Radio Sta t ions p r io r to, and dur ing the E a s t e r per iod was 
excellent. 

( /) A Road Safety Exhib i t a t the Royal Agr icu l tu ra l Socie ty ' s 
E a s t e r Show, Sydney, was held in conjunction with an 
exhibit by the Police Lec turers , when over 3,500 new mem
bers were enrolled. 

(g) The Annual Congress of the Aus t r a l i an Road. Safe ty 
Council, a t which the Depa r tmen t was , r ep resen ted , was 
held a t P e r t h in September , 1955. 

(h) I n the course of the year the Depar tmen t spent £28,060 
on behalf of the Road Safety Council of New South Wales , 
aga ins t which was set off g ran t s total l ing £16,875 by the 
Commonwealth Government. 

The cost of the Police School Lec turers on road safety and 
behaviour represented an addi t ional substant ia l expendi ture which, 
however, was included in the charge for Police services in the control 
of road traffic general ly, in accordance with the established pract ice . 

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING. 
A function of this Depar tmen t is to provide and mainta in traffic 

facilities for the promotion of road safety and the efficient and expedi
tious movement of traffic on the roads . 

Traffic Facilities. 
This Depar tment , broadly, is concerned with works and signs 

related to r isks to pedes t r ians and motor is ts , due to other traffic on the 
roads , whereas the Depar tmen t of Main Roads is responsible for, inter 
alia, works and signs re la t ing to physical conditions of or concerning 
roads . 

The more impor tan t traffic facilities provided, mainta ined a n d / o r 
paid for by this Depar tment are as follows:— 

Traffic control l ight signals. 
Pedes t r i an br idges . 
T r a m w a y safety zones and pedes t r ian safety refuges. 
Improvement to l ight ing a t s t reet intersect ions. 
Traffic signs, e.g., speed limit, school, hal t (now being replaced 

by " s t o p " ) , slow-15, one-way traffic, traffic domes. 
Pedes t r i an crossing lines and other shor t lines of a. special 

na tu re . 

The total expendi ture on traffic facilities dur ing the year ended 
30th June , 1956, was £159,001, which was £5,258 more than tha t for 
the previous year . The instal lat ion, maintenance and l ight ing of traffic 
control light signals, most of which are kept in continuous operat ion, 
cost £74,348, -and the provision and maintenance of all other types 
of traffic facilities cost the balance of £84,653. 
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Traffic Control Light Signals. 

Addi t ional traffic control light signals were installed a t twenty-
one locations (details a re set out in Appendix No. 17), br inging the 
to ta l number of such instal la t ions in this S ta te to 162. 

P l a n s a re being p r e p a r e d for thir ty-one addi t ional signal instal la
t ions in posi t ions selected in collaboration with the Police Author i t ies . 

The work of main ta in ing the traffic signal instal la t ions in the 
City of Newcastle has h i ther to been carr ied out by the Depa r tmen t of 
Government T r a n s p o r t on behalf of this Depar tment . By a r r ange 
ment with the Newcastle City Council, this responsibil i ty has now been 
taken over by its Electr ic i ty Supply Depar tmen t and its staff of t ra ined 
technicians will also be utilised to instal l any addit ional traffic signals 
contemplated in the Newcastle Distr ict , under the supervis ion of an 
engineer of this Depar tment . 

A similar a r r angemen t was made with the "Wollongong City 
Council in r ega rd to the instal la t ion and maintenance of a set of traffic 
signals at the intersection of Crown and K e i r a St ree ts , Wollongong. 

School Signals. 

E i g h t sets of school signals were provided dur ing the yea r a t 
si tes selected in collaboration with the Police Author i t ies to safeguard 
children crossing main roads front ing schools. These signals a re 
intended to opera te only dur ing certain hours of the day a n d they a re 
automatical ly switched on and off by a t ime clock. When the signals 
a r e switched on, a flashing amber warn ing is given to dr ivers . They 
have been pa in ted with blue and white a l te rna te bands to dis t inguish 
them from those which are in continuous service. 

A fresh survey is now being made of the traffic conditions a t a 
number of other schools on main roads wi th a view to de te rmining the 
suitabil i ty of similar equipment nea r those schools, and the al lotment 
of pr ior i t ies . 

Spit Bridge Traffic Control Light Signals. 

The Spi t Br idge with its approaches is approximate ly 1,500 feet 
in length and there is only room for one lane of traffic from ei ther 
direction a t the one time. 

A t this site, however, the volume of traffic is, a t t imes so heavy 
in one direct ion t h a t it is necessary to make both traffic lanes on the 
br idge available for such traffic for the maximum per iods possible 
without causing undue inconvenience to traffic wai t ing to proceed in the 
opposite direction. 

A scheme of signalling the movement of traffic across this br idge 
by manua l operat ion from a selected point on the br idge was pu t into 
service on the 25th October, 1955. This a r r angemen t has solved the 
problem pending the completion of a new bridge which is a t p resen t 
under construct ion by the Depa r tmen t of Main Eoads . 

The to ta l cost of the signal instal la t ion was £6,909 and of this 
amount, the W a r r i n g a h Shire Council and the Manly Municipal Council 
each contr ibuted £1,250. 
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Temporary Traffic Signals at Bridges. 

As the resul t of heavy ra in and the subsidence of i ts founda
tions, the br idge over I ronba rk Creek, nea r Hexham, collapsed on the 
29th F e b r u a r y , 1956, and severed the Pacific Highway. 

A " B a i l e y " br idge approximate ly 200 feet in length and 13 feet 
wide was immediately constructed by the Depa r tmen t of Main Roads 
to enable traffic to move in one lane in one direction a t a t ime across 
the Creek. 

To facil i tate the movemeut 'of traffic across this long and na r row 
bridge, t e m p o r a r y traffic signals were provided as a ma t t e r of urgency 
by this Depar tment . The signals automat ical ly regulated the right-of-
way per iod whilst the volume of traffic was much the same in ei ther 
direction, but when the traffic was mainly in one direction, provis ion 
was made for the signals to be manual ly operated. 

The Depa r tmen t has also co-operated with the Depa r tmen t of 
Rai lways in providing t empora ry traffic signals on the Grea t Wes t e rn 
Highway both a t Linden and Medlow Bath , whilst the overbr idges were 
being reconst ructed and the flow of traffic was res t r ic ted to one 
direction a t a t ime. 

Marked Footcrossings. 

Considerable p rogress was made du r ing the year in the erection 
of symbol Pedes t r i an Cross ing signs reflectorised with Scotchlite a t 
marked footcrossings, and 816 such signs have now been erected. The 
signs a re of ma te r i a l assis tance to dr ivers , par t icu la r ly a t night , and 
have been warmly pra i sed by the public. 

Speed Limit Signs. 

At the reques t of Local Government Author i t ies , the traffic 
conditions on a number of roads were reviewed dur ing the yea r and 
on the recommendat ion of the Police Depa r tmen t and this Depar tment , 
the Minis ter for T r a n s p o r t declared twenty-seven lengths of road, 
total l ing 26 miles and 31 chains, buil t-up a reas , notwi ths tanding the 
absence of s t ree t l ighting. 

The average length of the sections of road on which the speed 
l imit was applied is 78.1 chains. 

To define these a reas and b r ing the s ignpost ing of s t reet l ighted 
a reas up to date , 273 speed l imit s igns were provided by this Depar t 
ment which also met the cost of their erection in country dis t r ic ts . 

"School" Signs. 

F u r t h e r p rog res s was made in connection with the provision of 
uniform " S c h o o l " signs, 185 of which were provided, br inging the 
total number of such signs supplied dur ing the last eight years to 
5,765. 

In addit ion to the " S c h o o l " signs, a number of other facilities 
including marked footcrossings, road safety ba r r i e r s , " C h i l d r e n Cross
i n g " flags and " W a t c h for School C h i l d r e n " signs have been provided 
in the in teres ts of the safety of school children, 
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Other Traffic Facilities. 

Dur ing the year, 3,098 addi t ional facilities including marked 
footcrossings, traffic domes and such signs as " S t o p " , " S l o w — 1 5 " , 
"One-way Traffic", were provided. This figure includes a number 
of domes and traffic signs supplied by the Depa r tmen t to Local Auth
orit ies for instal lat ion in country dis t r ic ts . The Depar tmen t is now 
responsible for the maintenance of 41,460 traffic facility i tems. 

General. 

A var ie ty of suggestions made by Local Author i t ies , P r o g r e s s 
Association and P a r e n t s and Cit izens ' Associat ions and the public in 
the in teres ts of road safety have been examined in company with the 
New South Wales Police Depar tment and other Author i t ies . In many 
cases, it was possible to a r r a n g e improvement by appropr i a t e traffic 
engineer ing t rea tment . 

MECHANICAL FITNESS OF MOTOR VEHICLES. 

Private Motor Vehicles. 

*Pn*e*"Motor Traffic law requires tha t a motor vehicle shall comply 
with a certain s t anda rd of mechanical fitness when used upon the 
public s t reets and this Depar tmen t will not regis ter or renew the 
regis t ra t ion of any motor vehicle unless it does in fact comply with 
such s t andard of mechanical fitness. 

Most brand-new cars and uti l i ty-type lorr ies are covered by a 
scheme under which approved motor vehicle d i s t r ibu tors a re permi t ted 
to certify tha t the vehicles comply with the requi red s t anda rd of 
fitness. Whenever a new model a p p e a r s on the marke t , the d is t r ibutor 
submits a sample vehicle to the Depar tment , which inspects the vehicle 
and gives the d is t r ibutor an au thor i ty to certify as to the fitness of 
any vehicle which is in all respects similar to the sample vehicle. Some 
of the smaller d is t r ibutors , however, have not been author ised to 
certify to the fitness of b rand new vehicles. When such vehicles a re 
sold by these d is t r ibutors they mus t be submitted for inspection by a 
Depar tmen ta l motor vehicles examiner. 

In the case of second-hand motor vehicles submitted for regis
t ra t ion after a lapse of previous regis t ra t ion or on application for 
the annual renewal of regis t ra t ion , a certificate as to the vehicle 's 
roadworth iness , issued by a qualified person at an Author ised Inspec
tion Stat ion, mus t be produced. I n most cases the inspections of such 
motor vehicles a re car r ied out a t public motor garages , which must 
have p roper tes t ing facilities and equipment and which have been 
author ised for the purpose by this Depar tment . 

At the 30th June , 1956, there were 2,540 author ised inspection 
s ta t ions and 4,709 examiners authorised to inspect motor vehicles a t 
such stat ions. These figures represent increases for the year of 171 and 
282 respectively. 

The p ropr i e to r of each Author ised Inspect ion Stat ion is pro
vided with a book of rules, which sets out the requi red s t anda rd of 
fitness of motor vehicles and the p r o p r i e t o r ' s responsibil i t ies under 
the inspection stat ion scheme. 
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;©irrittg-4ke—yetHv^ihe Depa r tmen t continued to- exerciser s t r ic t 
supervision in order to ensure tha t such rules ^See 1 closely observed 
and defective vehicles repa i red or pu t out of use. F o u r Depar tmen ta l 
Inspec tors w^Pe^engaged in checking the activit ies of the Author ised 
Inspection Stat ions , concentra t ing in pa r t i cu la r on those s ta t ions 
located in the Metropol i tan a r e a and the la rger count ry towns and 
cities. Ar-nurabejuaiLcQm pi flints were also inYafttiffa&flcl. 

Committee of Review for Authorised Inspection Stations. 
Dur ing the year a Committee of Review, comprised of represen

ta t ives of organisa t ions , considered r epor t s of serious breaches of the 
rules governing the inspection scheme and, following i ts recommenda
tions, the appoin tment of 19 Author ised Inspect ion Sta t ions and the 
author i t ies of 25 author ised examiners were cancelled, whilst the 
appoin tment of 8 other S ta t ions and the author i t ies of 10 other exam
iners were suspended for per iods up to six months . I n 21 cases the 
whole or p a r t of the securi ty of £10 required to be lodged on appoint
ment of an Author ised Inspect ion Sta t ion was forfeited. 

Defective Vehicles on Streets. 
iWhen the Police or an Author ised Officer discover defective 

motor vehicles in use on the public s t reets they issue a " d e f e c t " notice 
direct ing certain r epa i r s to be effected. Defeats are clacsifiecLas major 
or-mtnorr 

W h e r e the defect is of a major , i.e., a serious na ture , e.g., faul ty 
brakes or s teering, the defect notice requires tha t unt i l specified r epa i r s 
have been effected and the vehicle has been inspected- and found fit, 
it mus t not be used upon a public street . In par t icu la r ly bad cases, 
the notice may s ta te tha t the vehicle mus t be pu t out of commission 
immediately and the dr iver be required to make a r r angemen t for the 
vehicle to be towed or conveyed to the place where it is to be repaired. 

Notices re fer r ing to defects of a minor, i.e., not a par t icu lar ly 
serious na tu re , e.g., a defective windscreen wiper, require that within 
twenty-one days the defect mus t be adjusted and the vehicle submit ted 
for inspection a t an Author ised Inspect ion Stat ion. In the meant ime, 
the vehicle may continue to be used. 

Dur ing the year ended 30th J u n e , 1956, there were 1,098 notices 
dealing with major defects and 3,013 notices covering minor defects, 
issued ei ther by the Police or Author i sed Officers directing cer ta in 
r epa i r s to be effected to motor vehicles. 

Passenger-carrying Public Motor Vehicles. 

Passenger -ca r ry ing public motor vehicles opera ted by pr iva te 
opera tors , par t icu la r ly in the Metropol i tan, Newcastle and Wollongong 
distr icts , a re subjected to more s t r ingent tes ts a t f requent intervals 
by Depar tmenta l qualified mechanical examiners . 

There a re 19 mechanical examiners engaged on this work under 
the supervision of 2 engineers. These examiners also tes t pr iva te cars 
and lorr ies and special motor vehicles under certain circumstances. 
Thi r teen a re located at the D e p a r t m e n t ' s Head Office in Sydney, 2 are 
a t tached to the Dist r ic t Motor Regis t ry at Newcastle and 1 each to 
the Distr ict Motor Regis t r ies a t Burwood, Koga rah , P a r r a m a t t a and 
Wollongong. £ 
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Condition of Fitness of Public Vehicles. 
Regula r inspections were made by Depar tmen ta l Officers of the 

pr ivate ly opera ted omnibuses and taxi-cabs reg is te red to opera te in the 
Metropol i tan and Newcastle T r a n s p o r t Dis t r ic ts to ensure tha t such 
vehicles were mainta ined in a thoroughly serviceable condition. 

Details of the inspections made a re set out in Appendix No. 18. 

Devices for Use on Motor Vehicles. 
. Many new devices have been designed for use on motor vehicles 

dur ing the year . Some of these have been .produced as accessories 
to be added to motor vehicles a t the option of the owner while others 
a re incorpora ted in the design of par t icu lar makes of vehicles as 
s t anda rd equipment. 

The mer i t s of the devices have been carefully considered by 
Depa r tmen ta l engineers , par t icu la r ly with r ega rd to the aspect of Road 
Safety, and suitable action has been taken in all cases. 

Close contact has been mainta ined with manufac tur ing and dis
t r ibu t ing organisa t ions to ensure tha t new7 devices comply with 
Regulat ions for Motor Traffic and conform to accepted s t andards of 
Road Safety. 

Australian Motor Vehicle Standards Committee. 
Depa r tmen ta l represen ta t ion on the Motor Vehicle S t a n d a r d s 

Committee has continued th roughout the year . A very active p a r t has 
been taken in the work of the main Committee and of the Sub-Commit
tees, pa r t i cu la r ly those dealing with brakes and signall ing devices. 

The main bulk of the work of this Committee has been completed 
for the p resen t bu t there remain some problems of a difficult na tu re 
which are being studied. I n this connection i t is essential tha t infor
mat ion on developments in major manufac tur ing countries be kept up 
to date and suitable modifications applied to existing pract ice as circum
stances demand. As the motor t r ade is advancing rap id ly in techniques 
in common with other branches of engineering i t would appea r tha t 
the Committee will have a continuing function for years to come and 
obviously this Depa r tmen t mus t take a leading p a r t as the Author i ty 
most vitally concerned. 

Unfor tunate ly , i t has not been practicable to implement the deci
sions of the Committee in New South Wales as yet, but this will be 
done as soon as pract icable. 

ENFORCEMENT. 
As was ment ioned in Section One of this Repor t , under the 

heading of Motor Traffic Breaches , the enforcement of the laws and 
regula t ions deal ing with motor vehicle traffic res t s largely with the 
Police, and the punishment of persons who a re convicted of cer ta in 
major offences, which seriously involve road safety, such as " d r i v e 
whilst under the influence' 7 and " d r i v e in a manner or speed danger
o u s " is inflicted by the Cour ts . 

I n the course of reviews of the fitness of pa r t i cu la r persons to 
hold licences for va r ious reasons, such as " d r i n k i n g h a b i t s " , this 
Depa r tmen t has taken a serious view in those cases where the infor
mat ion indicated tha t i t would not be in the in te res t s of road safety 
for the persons concerned to have licences. 
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1 • • SECTION FOUR. 

GENERAL. 

Air Services. 

All a i rc ra f t used for the car r iage of goods a n d / o r passengers 
within the S ta te in the course of t r ade or business are requi red to be 
licensed under the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 1931-1954. 
As such a i rc ra f t a re required to be licensed also under the Common
wealth Ai r Navigat ion Act by the Depa r tmen t of Civil Aviat ion, it is 
the pract ice to work in close liaison with tha t Depa r tmen t in considering 
applicat ions for licences. 

The provis ions of the S ta te T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordination) Act in 
relation to the payment of charges have not been applied to the opera
tion of commercial a i rcraf t . 

A t the 30th J u n e , 1956, 153 a i rcraf t were licensed, of which 
fifty-six were licensed to fly in r egu la r services and ninety-seven f o r 
char te r h i r ings or aer ia l works. 

The cor responding figures for the previous year were 153 air
craft licensed, of w7hich fifty-five were licensed to fly in regu la r services 
and ninety-eight for char te r h i r ings or aer ia l work. 

Privately Operated Passenger Ferry Services in Sydney. 

All ferr ies (other than those opera ted by the Sydney H a r b o u r 
T r a n s p o r t Board , which opera tes Government-owned fer r ies ) opera t ing 
in the P o r t of Sydney a re required to be licensed under the S t a t e 
T r a n s p o r t (Co-ordinat ion) Act, 1931-1954. 

A t 30th June , 1956, there were for ty- three ferr ies licensed under 
the Act, a decrease of one compared with the previous year . 

Legal Proceedings and Enforcement. 

Pa r t i cu l a r s of convictions and prosecut ions launched by the 
Depar tmen t to enforce the var ious Acts and Regulat ions adminis tered 
by it are shown in Append ix No. 15. These pa r t i cu la r s do not include 
any convictions which may have resul ted from proceedings ins t i tu ted 
by the Police Depar tment . 

The figures as compared with the previous year show a slight 
increase in the number of offences detected unde r the S ta te T r a n s p o r t 
(Co-ordinat ion) Act. However , having r ega rd to the large number of 
vehicles opera ted in goods and passenger services, they indicate t h a t 
the g rea t major i ty of opera to r s a re complying with the law and a re 
obtaining pe rmi t s where necessary. As the P r i v y Council has ruled 
that the licensing provis ions of the Act have no applicat ion to vehicles 
opera ted for the purposes of in te r s ta te t r ade , enforcement measures 
have been confined to vehicles opera ted for the car r iage of goods or 
passengers within the S ta te . 

The close check on taxi-cab operat ions was continued th roughout 
the yea r and in a number of cases following complaints from members 
of the public, i t was found necessary to prosecute d r ivers for acts of 
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incivility and for overcharging and refusing hir ings. However, the 
number of serious i r regular i t ies complained of was comparat ively few 
and it was found tha t in the main opera to rs and dr ivers were giving 
good service. 

The mult iple h i r ing ban gave rise to a considerable number of 
prosecutions but the figures show a large decrease in the number as 
compared with the previous year . This was mainly due to the diffi
culties involved in enforcing the Regulat ion as a resul t of the decision 
in the " C a r r " case tha t dr ivers picking up extra passengers a t the 
request of h i re r s did not come within the ambit of the Regulat ion. 
However, action is being taken with a view to amending the Regulat ion 
so as to enable the ban to be enforced effectively. 

The enforcement of the Motor Traffic laws is mainly a ma t t e r 
for the Police but in some instances where other measures failed, it 
was found necessary to proceed agains t persons for such ma t t e r s as fail
ing to r e tu rn number plates to the Depar tmen t and for not regis ter ing 
or t r ans fe r r ing the reg is t ra t ions of vehicles. To assist in the enforce
ment of the impor tan t provisions of the Act l imiting in the in teres ts 
of. public safety the hours dur ing which heavy motor vehicles may 
be driven, checks were made on some of the main highways and a 
number of prosecutions were launched against owners and dr ivers for 
failing to provide or ca r ry the necessary records. 

LEGISLATION ENACTED DURING THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1956. 

Local Government, Motor Traffic and Transport (Amendment) Act, 1955. 

The abovementioned Act provided for the consti tution of pa rk ing 
advisory committees and defined their powers, authori t ies , duties and 
functions, and conferred certain powers on Councils with respect to 
the instal lat ion of pa rk ing meters . 

S t a tu to ry provision w ras made in the Act for the Commissioner 
for Motor T r a n s p o r t to be a member of any park ing advisory Com
mittee. Such a committee was appointed for the City of Sydney and 
is functioning actively. 

Records and Evidence. 

Ex is t ing provis ions of the Motor Traffic and T r a n s p o r t Acts 
dealing with records to be kept of vehicle regis t ra t ions and d r ive r ' s 
licences and facil i tat ing production i n ' C o u r t of evidence from such 
records had proved to be inadequate and amendments to the relevant 
sections rectifying the position were included in the abovementioned 
Act. 

State Transport Co-ordination (Barring of Claims and Remedies) Act, 1954. 

As mentioned in my last Repor t the abovementioned Act, passed 
in December, 1954, was designed to avoid refund of charges, etc., to 
in ters ta te opera tors , but declared invalid by the High Court in J u n e , 
1955. 

As it was felt tha t the amounts involved were such and the 
implications of the decisions so far reaching leave to appeal to the P r i v y 
Council was sought and obtained. 
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The judgment of the P r i v y Council was delivered on the 10th 
Ju ly , 1956, the appeal being dismissed on the grounds tha t an enact
ment could not be made to debar a common law r ight to recover money 
unlawfully exacted by another S ta tu te which offends agains t Section 92 
of the Consti tut ion of the Commonwealth of Aust ra l ia . 

As a resul t of invalidat ion of the S ta te T r a n s p o r t Co-ordination 
( B a r r i n g of Claims and Remedies) Act, the Depar tment is faced with 
a considerable number of claims for refunds of charges paid by inter
s ta te opera to r s which may involve the repayment of hundreds of 
thousands of pounds. The claims which have been made by w rrits 
through the Cour t s a re a t present being assessed and will be pa id after 
legal issues* r ega rd ing determinat ion have been decided. 

REGULATIONS MADE DURING THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1956. 

Parking Restrictions for Heavy Lorries. 

A new Motor Traffic Regulat ion was made prohibi t ing the s tand
ing of a motor lo r ry weighing more than 3 tons unladen on any por t ion 
of a public s t reet in a buil t-up area or on the car r iageway (i.e., the 
port ion formed for vehicular traffic, excluding any shoulders or la te ra l 
p a r t s not used by the main body of moving vehicles) of a public street, 
in a non-built up area . There a re exceptions from this prohibi t ion in 
built-up a reas . Subject to any general res t r ic t ions in force, big lorr ies 
a re permi t ted to s tand in such a reas on any p a r t of a s t reet if actually 
engaged in taking up or se t t ing down goods ; on any p a r t off the car
r iageway of a s t reet for not more than one hour to enable the dr iver to 
obtain refreshment in the course of a journey or to per form any essen
tial work in relat ion to the vehicle or j ou rney ; and on any p a r t of a 
s t reet if wri t ten permission so to do has been obtained from the Police. 

The object of the new Regulat ion is to reduce the traffic con
gestion and danger to other road users caused when heavy lorr ies 
are left una t tended on the roads . 

School Patrols. 

Motor Traffic and General Traffic Regulat ions were made 
prescr ibing ma t t e r s necessary to give full effect to legislation enacted 
in 1954 dealing with school pa t ro ls . 

These a re pa t ro l s designed to enable school children to be con
ducted across public s t reets safely. Hi the r to such patrols had no legal 
s ta tus but under the 1954 legislation it became an offence for a motor i s t 
to disobey a stop sign proper ly displayed by a school pat rol author ised 
by the Commissioner of Police. 

The Regulat ions now prescr ibe the stop sign to be displayed and 
the insignia to be worn by persons taking p a r t in a pa t ro l and provide 
that all tak ing p a r t in the conduct of a pa t ro l must, be at last ten yea r s 
of age. 

Number Plates for Interstate Vehicles. 

A Motor Traffic Regulat ion was made empowering the Com
missioner for Motor T r a n s p o r t to require the regis tered owner of a 
motor vehicle to exchange the number plates in issue for his vehicle for 
new plates of a different number or series. 



The main object was to require vehicles engaged exclusively on 
in te rs ta te t r ade (and therefore regis tered free of motor vehicles t ax ) 
to display distinctive number pla tes ( three numera ls preceded by the 
le t ters " I S A " up to " I S F " in red on a white background) . The 
Regulat ion also enables number plates of an obsolete type, for example, 
the old numerical type plate, to be recalled. 

Provision for circular "Slow" Traffic Signs. 

W i t h the object of achieving uniformity with other S ta tes , pro
vision was inser ted in the Motor Traffic and General Traffic Regula t ions 
for the octagon shaped traffic sign knoAvn as the " S l o w - 1 5 " sign to be 
replaced by a circular sign. 

Speed Limits on Lord Howe Island. 

Speed l imits for motor vehicles on Lord Howe Is land were in t ro
duced by Motor Traffic Regulat ion. 

The speed limits were prescribed on the recommendat ion of the 
Lord Howe Is land Board with the object of contr ibut ing to the preser
va t ion of the na tu ra l s ta te of the island. 

Parking Near Tram and Bus Stops. 

To ass is t in overcoming the obstruct ion caused traffic generally, 
and par t i cu la r ly t r a m s and buses, by pa rked motor vehicles, the Motor 
Traffic and the General Traffic Regulat ions were amended to make it 
-clear t ha t kerb space of 100 feet mus t be left a t a t r a m s topping place 
and 65 feet (an addi t ional 10 feet in this case) a t an omnibus s topping 
place. 

Bush Fire Brigades. 

Provis ion was made for vehicles used by bush fire br igades and 
which only t rave l on public roads in connection with a bush lire, to be 
exempt from reg is t ra t ion under the Motor Traffic Act. 

Wollongong Public Vehicles. 

Fol lowing upon a Proc lamat ion made under the T r a n s p o r t Act 
extending the provis ions of tha t Act to the City of Grea te r Wollongong, 
necessary consequential amendments were made to the Public Vehicles 
Regulat ions , applying those regulat ions to the public vehicles in tha t 
area , and to the Motor Vehicles T h i r d P a r t y Insurance Regula t ions , 
p rese rv ing the exist ing Thi rd P a r t y Insu rance p remium ra t e s for motor 
in the a rea . 

Booked Hirings of Taxi-cabs. 

A Publ ic Vehicle Regulat ion was made requ i r ing the dr iver of a 
taxi-cab which has travelled to a specified place to pick u p a h i re r to 
announce his a r r iva l orally to the h i re r personal ly . H i the r to a, pract ice 
had grown up of the dr iver merely sounding the ho rn of his vehicle and 
this is no t r ega rded as sufficient notice to the h i re r . 

I t w?as made clear tha t the tax imeter mus t no t be set in motion 
unt i l a t ime after the abovementioned oral notice is given to the h i r e r 
or a t the t ime appointed for the vehicle to a r r ive a t the specified place, 
whichever of such t imes is the la ter . 
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Taxi-truck and Van Charges. 

Publ ic Vehicles Regula t ions were made prescr ib ing charges for 
the h i r ing of taxi- trucks (small motor vans) from Sydney wharves and 
Cent ra l Rai lway. 

The Regula t ions fix a maximum charge of 25s. pe r hour plus I s . 
per mile for the forward journey only for such h i r ings , provide t h a t 
the h i re r shall be issued with a receipt for the h i r ing charge and t h a t 
such receipt shall have pr in ted on the back thereof the prescr ibed r a t e 
of charge, and require any such taxi- t ruck to be equipped with an 
efficient speedometer. 

The Regulat ions were made following complaints tha t m i g r a n t s 
and vis i tors had been charged excessive amounts for the car r iage of 
their luggage in these vehicles. 

General provis ions re la t ing to charges for other vans have also 
been introduced, the chief of these provis ions being tha t the h i re r be 
informed, p r io r to any hir ing, of the amount which will be charged. 

Vacant Sign Light on Taxi-cabs. 

A new7 Publ ic Vehicle Regulat ion makes it clear tha t the l ight 
i l luminating the " v a c a n t " sign on a taxi-cab should be switched off 
when the taxi-cab is not available for h i re . 

Some taxi-cab dr ivers , upon being h i red a t night , were no t 
ext inguishing this light, but merely t u rn ing up the sign so tha t it would 
not be visible from the front. This resul ted in the l ight showing th rough 
the windscreen and the cab being mistaken a t a dis tance for a dis
engaged taxi-cab, a pract ice appa ren t ly adopted to ass is t in obtaining 
mult iple h i r ings . 

Minor Traffic Offences Regulations. 

The Minor Traffic Offences Regula t ions enable penal t ies to be 
imposed by post in respect"of prescr ibed Minor Traffic Offences. 

To permi t of a more effective enforcement of the pa rk ing regu
lations by a more efficient and expedit ious handl ing of r epo r t s of 
pa rk ing breaches, provision was also made for the penal ty under these 
Regulat ions for all such offences to be uni form of £1 in lieu of g radu
ated penal t ies of 10s., 15s. and £1 for first, second and subsequent 
offences, respectively. 

Hi the r to the Regulat ions had been confined to " p a r k i n g " 
offences but amendments were also made to b r ing within the i r scope 
offences by pedes t r ians , broadly known as " j a y - w a l k i n g " offences, 
and also offences of failing to r e tu rn number plates on expira t ion of 
reg is t ra t ions and failing to take the action laid down by regula t ion 
as r ega rds t r ans fe r of reg is t ra t ion in cases where regis tered motor 
vehicles change hands . A penal ty of £1 for such offences was also 
prescr ibed except in the case of minor " j a y - w a l k i n g " offences for 
which a penal ty of 10s. was provided. 

The new a r rangement s pe rmi t of a more effective enforcement 
of the regula t ions dealing with these ma t t e r s and, a t the same t ime, 
avoid the necessity to br ing persons , the major i ty of whom are, of 
good character , before the Cour ts in connection wi th Minor Offences 
of these types . 

A n amendment was also made to enable the Regulat ions to be 
appl ied to r epor t s submit ted by inspectors of the Government T r a n s 
po r t Depa r tmen t who often detect pa rk ing breaches, for example, a t 
omnibus and t r a m stops. 
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AUSTRALIAN TRANSPORT ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

Meetings of the Aus t ra l ian T r a n s p o r t Advisory Council were 
held in Brisbane (Ju ly , 1955), Melbourne (August , 1955) and Hobar t 
(Febr uary , 1956). A number of major problems affecting Aus t ra l ian 
t r a n s p o r t were considered, notably a nat ional roads construction pro
g ramme and in te r s ta te road t r an spo r t a r i s ing out of P r i v y Council and 
High Court decisions on relevant legislation. 

AUSTRALIAN ROAD TRAFFIC CODE AND MOTOR VEHICLE STANDARDS 
COMMITTEE. 

The Aust ra l ian Road Traffic Code Committee and the Aus t ra l ian 
Motor Vehicle S t a n d a r d s Committee a re two s tanding Committees 
functioning under the Aus t ra l i an T r a n s p o r t Advisory Council. The 
Committees held meetings dur ing the yea r and considered a number 
of ma t t e r s the chief of which were the following:— 

(«) Prohibiting- vehicles from crossing centre lines at grades and curves. 

(b) Reciprocal recognition of permits to move unregistered vehicles from 
one State to another. 

(c) Certain aspects of the regulations governing traffic control light signals. 

(d) Special licences for drivers of heavy commercial motor vehicles. 

(e) Braking standards. 

• (/) "Blinking light" turn indicators. 

(g) Headlamp illumination requirements in respect of low powered motor 
cycles. 

(li) Specifications for trailer couplings and associated fittings. 

(i) Specifications for tyres and rims. 

CONFERENCE OF STATE ROAD TRANSPORT AUTHORITIES. 

The Sixth Annual Conference of S ta te Road T r a n s p o r t Author i 
ties was held in H o b a r t from 8th to 10th May, 1956. 

The Conference dealt with a number of problems which were 
common to the S ta tes and information and views were exchanged on 
other mat te r s more or less peculiar to individual S ta tes but which 
could become of active interest to other S ta tes . 

Several ma t t e r s re la t ing to the regulat ion of in te r s ta te road 
t r a n s p o r t and the question of obtaining contr ibut ions for the use of 
roads by vehicles engaged solely in in te r s ta te t r ade were the subject 
of much discussion without conclusions being reached. This was 
influenced largely by 'the fact t ha t the val idi ty of a Victorian Act 
imposing road usage charges on heavy commercial motor lorr ies as 
from 1st Apri l , 1956, had been challenged before the High Court and 
the case had yet to be heard and determined." 

Regard ing agenda ma t t e r s on which the Conference of S ta te 
Road T r a n s p o r t Author i t ies could reach a conclusion the more 
impor tan t dealt wi th :— 

(y) the need for the Committee on Transport Economic Research to intensify 
its operations and be assisted therein by all the States undertaking to 
facilitate the submission of data for the Committee's deliberations. 

(b) unsatisfactory features of the operation of large trucks*engaged in long 
hauls on both interstate and intrastate journeys, which emphasise the need 
for uniformly firm enforcement of legislation regulating the hours of 
driving heavy vehicles, and such other matters as the standing of these 
vehicles on public streets, unattended and insufficiently indicated by 
•lights and reflectors at night time. 
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PERIODICAL MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS OF PUBLIC PASSENGER VEHICLE 
DRIVERS. 

On 1st Apri l , 1956, the Depa r tmen t introduced a scheme for the 
periodical medical (including eyesight) examinat ion of dr ivers of motor 
omnibuses, taxi-cabs and other public passenger ca r ry ing vehicles 
throughout the S ta te . 

Dur ing the period between 1st Apri l , 1956, and 31st March, 1957, 
persons apply ing for the original issue or renewal of licences to drive 
public passenger motor vehicles a re required to furnish medical certifi
cates of a prescr ibed type with their applications. 

The scheme also provides for the subsequent re-examinat ion a t 
per iods of ten yea r s for those dr ivers between the ages of 21 and 40 
years , five years for those dr ivers between the ages of 40 and 60 years 
and two yea r s for those over 60 yea r s . 

PARKING ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

As mentioned ear l ier in this Expor t , in December, 1955, legisla
tion was enacted to provide for the consti tution of P a r k i n g Advisory 
Committees and to define their powers, duties and funct ions; to author
i se Councils to instal l pa rk ing meters on public s t ree ts and reserves , to 
conduct off-street pa rk ing facilities and to control off-street pa rk ing 
facilities established by other i n t e r e s t s ; and to empower the Police 
Author i t ies to tow away vehicles which are parked in a reas where 
pa rk ing is prohibited. 

A P a r k i n g Advisory Committee for the City of Sydney was 
established, compris ing the Under Secretary , Depa r tmen t of Local 
Government. ( C h a i r m a n ) , the L o r d Mayor of the City of Sydney, the 
Commissioner for Motor T ranspor t , the Commissioner for Government 
T r a n s p o r t and the Police Super in tenden t of Traffic. 

The major m a t t e r s which a re being considered by the P a r k i n g 
Advisory Committee include:— 

(a) proposed sites for further parking stations; 

(b) methods of simplifying the enforcement procedure to enable action to be 
taken against a greater number of parking offenders; 

(c) the establishment of goods receiving depots for long distance goods carry
ing vehicles; 

(d) restrictions on the movement of lengthy vehicles in the Central City 
area; 

(c) the installation of parking meters; and 

(/) the introduction of areas from which Police Authorities will tow-away 
and impound illegally parked vehicles. 

OFFICE ACCOMMODATION AND NEW BUILDINGS. 

The major a l tera t ions to the premises a t 50 Rothschild Avenue, 
Rosebery, taken over from P a r k e Davis Ltd. in October, 1954, for con
version to a head office for the Depar tmen t were proceeding sat is-
torily a t the end of the year . As outlined in my previous repor t the 
contract with the bui lders , Rober t AVall & Sons P ty . Ltd., provided for 
completion in June , 1956; however, because of abnormal summer ra ins 
the work was delayed and it was a r r anged that the Depa r tmen t would 
move to its new premises in September , 1956. 
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Dur ing the yea r work was commenced on the erection of new 
modern regis t r ies a t Wollongong, Nor th Sydney and W a i t a r a . I t was 
expected tha t these would all he occupied by the end of the yea r bu t 
again because of wet weather the work in each case was delayed. 
Wollongong Regis t ry was almost finished and would be occupied ear ly 
in Ju ly , 1956; W a i t a r a Reg i s t ry is expected to be opened in September , 
1956, when the work car r ied on a t Hornsby will be t r ans fe r red to 
W a i t a r a , and Nor th Sydney Reg i s t ry in October, 1956. 

L a n d on which a reg i s t ry will be erected is being purchased a t 
the corner of P a r r y and Steel S t ree ts , Newcastle, and plans for the 
reg is t ry building a re being d rawn up . 

The policy of improving conditions a t other regis t r ies located a t 
cent res throughout the S ta te has been continued. 

APPRECIATION. 

I n concluding this R e p o r t of the activities.of the Depa r tmen t for 
the financial yea r ended 30th June , 1956,1 wish to express my thanks to 
all members of the staff for their loyalty, co-operation and indus t ry 
dur ing the year . 

W. A. W A L S H , 

Commissioner for Motor T ranspo r t . 
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Appendix 1. 

Metropolitan. Newcastle. Country. Total . 
Grand 

Salary. Wages. Salary. Wages. Salary. Wages. Salary. Wages . 
Total. 

Male Staff .. . 
Female Staff.. . 

550 
380 

90 11 
3 

42 
2 

... 603 
385 

90 693 
385 

Grand Total ... 930 90 14 44 ... 988 90 1,078 

Appendix 2. 

MOTOR REGISTRATION AND TAXATION REVENUE. 

Summary of Total Collections for the Year 1st July, 1955, to 30th June, 1956. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
Tax— 

Special Deposits Account—Main Roads Act, 1924— 
Motor Vehicles (other than Public Motor Vehicles) 7,760,849 10 3 

117,574 14 5 
7,643,274 15 10 

Special Deposits Account—Public Vehicles Fund— 
319,552 1 4 

2,764 1 0 
316,788 0 4 

Total Tax 7,960,062 16 2 

Fees (and Sundries)— 
Road Transport and Traffic Fund— 

Motor Traffic Act, 1909-1956 1,928,100 17 0 
Transport Act, 1930-1956 24,102 2 3 
Motor Vehicles Taxation Management Act, 1949-1951 3,129 17 6 

1,955,332 16 9 
1,387 2 8 

1,953,945 14 1 
Sundries— 

6,442 2 7 
749 16 11 

Compulsory Vehicle Examination—Service Station Fees 2,559 16 11 
Commission on Insurance Premiums collected 67,415 16 0 

13,888 13 9 
91,056 6 2 

Special Deposits Account—Public Vehicles F u n d -
23,076 3 0 

2 14 2 
23,073 8 10 

State Transport (Co-ordination) Fund— 
956,824 7 2 

3,217 7 11 
953,606 19 3 

3,021,682 8 4 

Grand Total 10,981,745 4 6 

The number of staff in the Department at 30th June, 1956, was as follows :— 
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Appendix 3. 

Receipts. 

Motor Traffic Act, 1909-1950 
Motor Vehicles Taxation Manage

ment Act, 1949-1951 
Transport Act, 1930-1956 

Less Refunds 

Exchange, Search Fees, etc 
Unclaimed Moneys .•-
Miscellaneous 

Commission on Insurance Pre 
miums collected 

Compulsory Vehicle Examination 
Service Station Fees 

Contributions by Commonwealth 
Crovernmenf— 

Road Safety Council. . . . 
Towards the Cost of preparing 

special information . 

Year ended 
30th June, 

1956. 

Year ended 
30th June, 

1955. 

£ 8. d. 
1,928,100 17 0 

3,129 17 6 
24,102 2 3 

£ s. d. 
1,815,691 9 11 

2,586 17 6 
22,283 2 C 

1,955,332 10 9 
.1,387 2 8 

1,840,561 9 11 
1,134 0 10 

1,953.945 14 1 
6,442 2 7 

749 10 11 
13,888 13 9 

1,975,026 7 4 

1,339,427 9 1 
5,213 8 9 

663 R> 0 
12,483 8 8 

1,953.945 14 1 
6,442 2 7 

749 10 11 
13,888 13 9 

1,975,026 7 4 1,857,787 12 0 

67,415 16 0 61,582 2 0 

2,559 10 11 2,393 14 3 

16,875 0 U 

1,126 18 0 

15,000 O O 

749 7 3 

18,001 18 0 15,749 7 3 

Unclaimed Wages — 
Balance brought from 30th June 
Receipts --. 

Security Deposits— 
balance brought from 30th Jul 
Receipts 

2,063,003 18 3 

58 10 4 
1,080 13 9 

6,566 15 0 
1,690 0 0 

2,072,399 17 4 

1,937,512 15 6 

30 14 0 
406 8 6 

6,745 0 0 
1,420 0 0 

Payments. 

Salaries and Wages 
Pay Roll Tax 
Travelling Concessions to Employees 
Travelling Expenses 
Contribution to Railway Superannuation 

Account 
Gratuities (Transport Act) 
Institute 
Postal and Telegraph Service 
Telephone Charges 
Purchase and Maintenance of Motor 

Vehicles 
Printing and Stationery 
Road Safety Council 
Rent 
Office Stores 
Purchase and Maintenance of Office 

Furniture and Equipment 
Alterations and Maintenance of Buildings 
Freight and Cartage 
Exchange 
Electric Light and Power 
Purchase of Land 
Erection of Buildings 
Minor Expenses 
Interest, Exchange-Sinking Fund 

£ 

Recoup of value of Police 
services in respect of 
supervision of Traffic, 
Registration of Vehicles 
and Licensing of £ 
Drivers 998,788 

Lent Amount recouped 
from State Transport 
(Co-ordination) Fund ... 32,500 0 0 

Motor Vehicle Recistration Labels 
Motor Vehicle Number Plates 
Provision of Traffic Facilities 
Surface Maintenance adjoining Tram 

Tracks 

Year ended 
30th June, 

1950. 

£ s. d. 
053,098 2 1 

17,239 11 4 
10,388 19 2 
5,964 16 8 

3,157 17 11 

2,894 0 0 
57,307 9 2 
10,883 7 4 

13,179 6 s 
33,025 5 5 
28,060 17 11 

9,614 12 8 
5,224 13 10 

6,959 14 6 
6,127 3 5 
2,596 13 3 
2,862 9 8 
3,748 18 7 
7,956 3 0 

21,752 0 6 
11,818 18 6 
15,183 17 3 

929,644 18 10 

966,288 0 6 

3,670 
35,402 
84,053 

7 10 
9 9 
9 4 

43.284 0 0 

2,063,003 18 3 

Year ended 
30th June, 1955. 

2,334 18 0 
53,824 19 9 
11,903 9 11 

13,311 0 10 
29,994 13 4 
21,528 13 0 

9,301 5 9 
4,102 11 4 

6,454 9 1 
7,070 2 9 
2,954 11 6 
4,094 2 0 
3,660 16 1 

CT.27,553 7 9 
527 14 11 

3,219 12 11 
7,000 0 0 

1,061,850 3 5 

30,000 0 0 

£ s. d. 
566,922 17 8 

14,611 IS 3 
10,171 b 4 

5,795 3 4 

3,831 18 3 

755,067 11 3 

1,031,850 

2,570 If! 1 
32,093 17 11 
75,254 5 4 

40,070 1 6 

Payment to Couutry Main Roads Fund 
under Section 202 Transport Act, 
1930-50 

1,946,120 18 0 

Unclaimed Wages— 
Refunds 
Balance at 30th June 

Security Deposit*— 
Refunds 
Balance at 30th June 

2,003,003 18 3 

895 0 2 
244 3 11 

811 19 10 
,444 15 2 

2,072,399 17 4 

1,937,512 15 

1,937,512 15 

384 12 2 
58 10 4 

1,598 5 0 
6,566 15 0 

1,946,120 18 0 

Audited and found correct, 
W. J. CAMPBELL, R - A " BRADLEY, 

Auditor-General of N.S.W. C h i e f Accountant, 
Sydney, 24th October, 1956. 1 5 t h A u ^ u s t ' 1 9 5 6 ' 

ROAD TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC FUND. 

Statement of Receipts and Payments for the Year ended 30th June, 1956, and a comparison with 1955. 
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Appendix 4. 

PUBLIC VEHICLES FUND—(SPECIAL DEPOSITS ACCOUNT). 

Statement of Receipts, Expenditure and Distributions for the Year ended 30th June, 1956, and a comparison 
with the previous year. 

Receipts. 

Head of Receipt. 1950. 1955. 

Balances brought forward— 
From 30th June, 1955 ... 

„ 30th June, 1954 

T a x -
Motor Omnibuses-

Metropolitan . 
Newcastle . . . . . . . 

Totals, Motor Omnibuses £ 

Other Public V e h i c l e s -
Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Totals, other Public Vehicles 

Service LAcease Fees— 
Alewopolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Totals, Service License Fees 

Grand Totals £ 

£ 8. d" 

241,088 2 G 

198,029 11 4 
35,388 6 5 
18,641 17 7 

252,659 15 4 

58,585 9 11 
4,342 17 6 
1,199 17 7 

64,128 5 0 

18,946 0 8 
3,027 1 2 
1,100 7 0 

23,073 8 10 

580,949 11 

£ s. d. 

252,167 19 11 

190,570 12 8 
35,246 14 10 

225,817 7 6 

60,240 5 11 
4,410 9 5 

64,650 15 4 

17,765 12 10 
3,046 7 3 

20,812 0 1 

503,448 2 10 

Expenditure and Distributions. 

Distribution of tax on Motor Omnibuses 
to Municipalities, Shires and other 
Authorities— 

Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

TotalB £ 

lispendiMiK from Receipts of Tax on other 
Public Vehicles— 

Improved Traffic Facilities— 
Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

TotalB £ 

Distribution of Service License Fees— 
Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Totals £ 

Balances on Fund at 30th June— 
T a x -

Motor Omnibuses— 
Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Other Public Vehicles-
Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Service License Fees— 
Metropolitan -.. 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Gran.l Totals £ 

1950. 

196,279 17 0 
34,910 10 0 
15,561 15 1 

246,752 8 7 

72,597 4 8 
1,750 14 8 

74,347 19 4 

19,790 7 6 
3,022 14 8 
1,058 15 0 

23,871 17 2 

51,206 14 7 
9,134 4 8 
3,0S0 2 6 

144,167 19 3 
23,572 3 10 

1,199 17 7 

2,625 2 0 
949 10 2 

41 12 0 

235,977 6 7 

580,949 11 8 

1955. 

£ s. 

188,605 10 
35,380 5 

223,986 2 4 

75,026 11 8 
3,462 9 3 

78,489 0 11 

17,174 6 
2,710 11 

19,884 17 

48,857 
8,656 

158,179 
20,980 

0 9 
14 3 

14 0 
1 0 

3,469 
945 

241,088 

563,448 

8 10 
3 8 

2 6 

2 10 

Audited and found correct, 
W. J. CAMPBELL, 

Auditor-General of N.S.W. 
Sydney, 24th October, 1956. 

R. A. BRADLEY, 
Chief Accountant, 

15th August, 1956. 
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Appendix 5. 

Council or Authority. 

Distributions during Financial Year— 

1955-56. 1954-55. 

Metropolitan Transport District— 
Ashfield 
Auburn 
Bankstown 

* Baulkham Hills 
( fBlacktown 

Botany 
Burwood 

* Camden 
* Campbell town 

Canterbury 
Concord 
Drummoyne 
Fairfield 
Holroyd 
Hornsby 
Hunter's Hill 
Hurstville 
K-Ogarah 
Ku-ring-gai 
Lane Cove 
Leichhardt 
Liverpool 
Manly 
Marrickville 
Mosman 
North Sydney 
Parramatta 
Penrith 
Randwick 
Rockdale 
Ryde 
Strathfield 
Sutherland 
Sydney, City of 
Warringah 
Waverley 
Willoughby 
Windsor 

*Wollondilly 
Wollongong (see below for 1956) 
Woollahra 

Authorities— 
Railway Department 
Public Health Department 
Necropolis Trustees 
National Park Trust 

Total 
Capital Debt Reduction 

Grand Total (Metropolitan) 

Newcastle Transport Distriot— 
Newcastle 
Port Stephens 
Lake Maoquarie 
Lower Hunter 
Stroud 

Total 

Capital Debt Reduction 

Grand Total (Newcastle) 

Wollongong Transport District— 
Campbelltown 
Camden 
Kiama 
Shellharbour 
Wollondilly 
Wollongong 

Grand Total (Wollongong) 

COMBINED G R A N D TOTAL . 

£ s. d. £ 8 . d. 
5,068 1 3 5,015 19 8 
4,513 0 0 4,340 0 0 
9,939 0 0 9,203 0 0 

589 0 0 634 0 0 
1,593 0 0 1,492 0 0 
2,494 0 0 2,574 0 0 
5,739 0 0 5,857 0 0 

131 0 0 174 0 0 
563 0 0 463 0 0 

14,693 0 0 14,808 0 0 
4,952 0 0 5,276 0 0 
2,990 0 0 2,677 0 0 
4,064 0 0 3,743 0 0 
3,912 0 0 3,816 0 0 
1,326 0 0 1,315 0 0 

883 0 0 894 0 0 
7,409 0 0 7,004 0 0 
5,610 0 0 5,816 0 0 
3,394 0 0 3,516 0 0 
2,051 0 0 2,045 0 0 
4,187 0 0 2,494 0 0 
1,476 0 0 1,461 0 0 
2,974 0 0 3,070 0 0 
4,384 0 0 4,042 0 0 
1,489 0 0 1,465 0 0 
4,185 0 0 4,319 0 0 
5,497 0 0 5,349 0 0 

480 0 0 353 0 0 
11,569 0 0 9,656 0 0 

9,014 0 0 9,182 0 0 
3,633 0 0 3,705 0 0 
4,335 0 ,0 4,466 0 0 
3,515 0 0 3,073 0 0 

43,440 0 0 40,729 0 0 
4,520 0 0 4,580 0 0 
5,080 0 0 4,651 0 0 
4,742 0 0 4,847 0 0 

296 0 0 240 0 0 
59 0 0 116 0 0 

167 0 0 
8,902 0 0 8,081 0 0 

29 0 0 27 0 0 
210 0 0 202 0 0 
214 0 0 214 0 0 

32 0 0 41 0 0 

206,175 1 3 197,192 19 8 
9,895 3 9 8,587 2 10 

216,070 5 0 205,780 2 6 

31,256 3 4 31,243 11 3 
936 0 0 887 0 0 

3,841 0 0 4,226 0 0 
318 0 0 295 0 0 

71 0 0 84 0 0 

36,422 3 4 36,735 11 3 
1,511 7 4 1,355 5 8 

37,933 10 8 38,090 16 11 

53 6 3 
53 6 3 .... . 

186 12 0 
1,336 13 0 

53 6 3 
14,937 6 4 

16,620 10 1 

270,624 5 9 243,870 19 5 

* See additional payments in respect of services operating from Wollongong Transport District, 

DISTRIBUTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC VEHICLES FUND TO MUNICIPAL AND 
SHIRE COUNCILS AND AUTHORITIES DURING THE YEAR ENDED 30th 

JUNE, 1956, AND A COMPARISION WITH THE PREVIOUS YEAR. 
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Appendix 6. 

MOTOR VEHICLES IN NEW SOUTH WALES—REGISTRATIONS CURRENT. 

At End of Year or Month, 

1911 
1916 
1921 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931J 
1932§ 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950—June 
1950—December 
L951^June 
1952^Tune 
1953—June 
1954—June 
1955—June 
1950—.Tune 

Public Vehicles 
(Metropolitan and Newcastle*). 

i 
Other Vehicles. 

Traders' All 
Plates. Vehicles. Plates. Vehicles. 

Cab. ! Van. Bus. Private f 
Hire Car. Car. Lorry. 

If 
Cycle. 

175 3 4 3,975 2,788 6,945 
268 32 12 14,175 845 7,070 254 22,656 
407 376 180 28,665 3,524 11,291 413 44,856 
779 1,723 486 104,675 22,986 25,424 1,320 157,393 
997 2,016 525 129,985 30,517 28,054 1,803 193,897 

1,173 2,126 565 155,403 37,129 30,882 1,940 229,218 
1,364 2,274 612 170,039 42,594 30,655 2,022 249,560 
1,221 2,186 523 164,169 42,278 27,258 1,593 239,228 
1,091 1,967 776 144,749 37,259 23,124 458 209,424 
1,068 1,861 360 147,043 40,036 23,037 429 213,834 
1,052 1,985 450 152,851 44,630 22,751 492 224,211 
1,053 2,067 488 161,342 50,514 22,793 655 238,912 
1,063 2,085 526 172,156 57,529 23,119 776 257,254 
1,155 2,036 567 183,406 65,221 23,418 909 276,712 
1,194 1,914 672 198,925 74,227 24,049 1,075 302,056 
1,260 1,782 733 212,002 81,043 24,353 1,167 322,940 
1,341 1,765 825 216,443 83,977 23,009 1,194 328,554 
1,357 . 1,641 870 207,446 82,767 21,275 1,007 316,363 
1,359 1,534 881 188,561 82.977 18,946 901 295,159 
1,350 1,260 901 171,967 77.964 14,818 651 268,911 
1,348 1,157 911 177,247 82,782 14,360 636 278,441 
1,352 1,079 1,016 533 183,833 89,604 15,546 644 293,607 
1,362 1,159 1,049 491 187,921 99,363 17,900 752 309,997 
1,358 1,372 1,103 480 194,973 120,367 23,499 1,077 344,229 
1,580 1,431 1,349 490 205,433 140,108 27,408 1,289 379,088 
1,645 1,521 1,536 506 224,906 157,276 33,398 1,637 422,425 
1,652 1,553 1,732 503 250,628 175,654 39,575 1,959 473,256 
1,695 1,561 1,854 516 272,355 187,909 42,461 2,189 510,540 
1,942 1,641 1,912 509 295,075 201,825 44,531 2,403 549.838 
2,014 1,666 1,905 511 311,535 214,673 46,851 2,500 581,655 
2,285 1,704 1,954 519 341,927 233,791 47,552 2,569 632,301 
2,304 1,433 2,003 503 363,767 241,232 45,100 2,668 659,010 
2,321 1,398 2,064 489 397,090 256,773 42,451 2,850 705,436 
2,479 1,403 2,123 368 440,603 276,734 39,787 3,088 766,585 
2,567 1,453 2,122 331 482,068 299,858 37,039 3,343 828.781 

•Newcastle included from 1st October, 1930 f Private hire cara included in cars before June, 1944. 
J Figures adjusted on a new basis as from 1st October, 1931, to show actual number of vehicles on the road.—Numbers 

slightly deflated as a result. 
§ Government vehicles included for the first time. Approximately 1,700 vehicles added, 

t Includes tractors and trailers. 
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Appendix 7. 

— MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS 

LEGEND 

860,000 

800.000 

150,000 

100,000 

50,000 

Total 
V e h i c l es' Passenger Veh ic les 

C o m m e r c i a l Vehicles 

As at 

OI <n CRI OJ <j> CN A » < c OR» 

31st Dec. 30 th June 
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Appendix 8. 

BRAND-NEW MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
During the ten years ended on 30th June, 1956. 

Year ended 
30th June— 

Passenger 
Vehicles. 

Goods 
Vehicles. 

Motor 
Cycles. Total. 

1947 8,111 8,690 2,850 19,651 
1948 17,121 12,600 4,451 34,172 
1949 25,991 15,851 7,442 49,284 
1950 43,971 22,758 8,659 75,388 
1951 49,774 31,976 8,855 90,605 
1952 45,062 28,190 6,018 79,270 
1953 31,622 24,089 3,042 58,753 
1954 43,736 27,499 2,949 74,184 
1955 56,342 32,320 3,437 92,099 
1956 56,259 34,150 2,971 93,380 

377,989 238,123 50,674 666,786 

These figures show that approximately 80% of the motor vehicles on the road are not over 
ten years old. 

Appendix 9. 

MOTOR TRAFFIC BREACHES. 

( N O T E . — I n each of the following statements of the total number of convictions, disqualifications, 
cancellations, suspensions and refusals, the number of appeals allowed is included.) 

STATEMENT OF CHARGES FOR OFFENCES FOR WHICH CONVICTION 
INVOLVED AUTOMATIC DISQUALIFICATION DURING THE YEAR ENDED 

30th JUNE, 1956. 

Type of Offence. Convicted. 

• Discharged 
(Section 556A, 

Crimes Act, 1900, 
as amended). 

Unlicensed 
Drivers Involved. 

2,562 1,460 217 
405 49 31 

N o t stop after accident—Section 8 (1) . . . . . . 28 2 1 
Drive whilst disqualified—Section 7A (2) . . . 283 4 287 

7 ... 
B y negligent act cause grievous bodily harm 10 

3,295 1,515 536 

PERIOD OF DISQUALIFICATION BY REASON OF THE 
ABOVEMENTIONED CONVICTIONS. 

Type of Offence. | One 
Year. 

Three I Additional 
Years. J Periods. Total. 

Drive in manner or speed dangerous 
Not stop after accident-—Section 8 (1) .. . 
Drive whilst disqualified—Section 7A (2) 
Culpable Driving 
B y negligent act cause grievous bodily harm 

Total 

262 

2,155 
335 

18 

6 
7 

337 
33 
10 

"i 
i 

70 
37 

21 

"2 

2,562 
405 

28 
283 

7 
10 

Drive in manner or speed dangerous 
Not stop after accident-—Section 8 (1) .. . 
Drive whilst disqualified—Section 7A (2) 
Culpable Driving 
B y negligent act cause grievous bodily harm 

Total 262 2,521 382 130 3,295 
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Appendix 9—continued. 

APPEALS AGAINST CONVICTIONS INVOLVING AUTOMATIC 
DISQUALIFICATION. 

Type of Offence. 

Appeal 
dismissed, 
conviction 
confirmed. 

Appeal 
allowed, 

conviction 
quashed. 

Appeal c 
defendant 

(Section 556A 
1900 as f 

Uncondition-
ally. 

ismissed, 
discharged 
, Crimes Act, 
mended). 

Conditionally. 

Drive whilst under the influence... 
Drive in manner or speed dangerous 
Not stop after accident—Section 8 (1) 
Drive whilst disqualified—Sec

tion 7A (2) 

By negligent act cause grievous 

Total 

284 
43 

2 

19 

40 
10 

1 

10 
3 

277 
13 

3 

2 

Drive whilst under the influence... 
Drive in manner or speed dangerous 
Not stop after accident—Section 8 (1) 
Drive whilst disqualified—Sec

tion 7A (2) 

By negligent act cause grievous 

Total 
348 51 13 

3 

295 

08 

STATEMENT OF SUSPENSIONS AND CANCELLATIONS OF LICENCES AND 
APPLICATIONS FOR LICENCES REFUSED BY THE COMMISSIONER. 

P o o c f i n Licences Suspended Applications 
or Cancelled. Refused. 

27 270 
69 156 

229 30 
28 84 
32 V 

267 221 
24 53 

Total 676 821 

APPEALS AGAINST THE COMMISSIONER'S DECISION TO CANCEL, 
SUSPEND OR REFUSE A LICENCE. 

Suspensions and Cancellations. Refusals.. 

Allowed. Disallowed. Allowed. Disallowed. 

.15 14 6 6 

STATEMENT OF OTHER SERIOUS OFFENCES AND CASES WHERE 
DISQUALIFICATION, OR SUSPENSION OF LICENCE WAS ORDERED 

BY COURTS. 

Type of Offence. Convicted. 

Discharged 
(Section 556A, 

Crimes Act, 
1900, as amended). 

Suspensions or 
Disqualifications 

Ordered by 
Courts. 

Fail to stop after accident (Section 8 (3) and 
8 (4)) 

23,150 
7,042 

314 
34,233 . 

428 
474 

7 

159 
58 

12 
60 Other offences (cross centre lines, etc.) 

Total 

23,150 
7,042 

314 
34,233 . 

428 
474 

7 

159 
58 

12 
60 Other offences (cross centre lines, etc.) 

Total 64,739 909 289 

APPEALS AGAINST SUSPENSIONS OR DISQUALIFICATIONS ORDERED 
BY COURTS FOR THE ABOVEMENTIONED OFFENCES. 

Allowed— Dismissed— 
Disqualifications or Suspensions Raised. Disqualifications or Suspensions to Stand. 

16 24 
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Appendix 9—continued. 

Reasons. Registrations 
Suspended. 

Registrations 
Cancelled. 

Applications 
Refused. 

Criminal convictions of registered owner, or 
use of vehicle in commission of crime Nil Nil Nil 

Appendix 10. 

REVENUE COLLECTED AT DISTRICT MOTOR REGISTRIES STAFFED 
OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR TRANSPORT. 

BY 

District Motor Registry. 

Revenue Collected During Financial Year— 

1955-50. • j 1954-55. 
I 

Albury 
Armidale 
Bathurst 
Broken Hill .. 
Burwood 
Casino 
Cessnock ..... 

*Chullora 
*Cooma . . . . . . . . 

Cowra , 
| D u b b o 

Forbes 
Glen Innes 
Gosford 
Goulburn 
Grafton . . . . . . . . 
Griffith 
Hornsby 
Inverell 
Katoomba 
Kempsey 
Kogarah 
Leeton 
Lismore 
Lithgow 
Liverpool 
Maitland 
Manly 
Moree 
Murw'illumbah 
Newcastle 
North Sydney 
Nowra 
Orange 
Parkes 
Parramatta .. 
Penrith 
Queanbeyan .. 
Tarn worth 
Taree 
Wagga Wagga 
Wollongong .. 
Young 

Total 

£ 
48,210 
44.510 
58,095 
43,972 

173,404 
41,580 
65,931 

148.797 
26,070 
33,121 
53,951 
36.700 
39,514 
48,066 
70,657 
68,029 
42,023 
83,096 
42,975 
27,347 
37,953 

286,852 
33,507 
95,374 
54.529 
86,074 
56,515 
65,975 
31,849 
37,467 

724,441 
126,478 
52,731 
60,103 
25,113 

486,790 
52,136 
36,617 
77,075 
43,980 
68,038 

290,227 
40,741 

4.066,679 

£ 
186,239 
38,774 
54,577 
47,081 

196,196 
40,625 
59,901 

17,939. 
31,512 
45,109 
36,308 
38.854 
53,402 
65,792 
67,301 
36,373 
70,834 
43,116 
25.988 
38.111 

258,033 
35.206 
91,400 
64,536 
76,138 
47,966 
58,047 
32,772 
40,342 

678,478 
124,207 
45,957 
55,543 
27,383 

429,904 
41,288 
34,433 
76,223 
43,980 
65,839 

252,634 
40,759 

3,815,100 

* Cooma taken over 8th December, 1954. Cbullorn opened 8th August., 1955. 
t Records prior to 7th March, 1955, lost in floods. 

STATEMENT OF SUSPENSION OR CANCELLATION OF MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS, AND APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTRATIONS REFUSED 

BY THE COMMISSIONER. 
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STATE TRANSPORT (CO-ORDINATION) FUND. 
* 

Statement of Receipts and Payments for the Year ended 30th June, 1956, and a comparison with the previous year. 

Receipts. Year ended 30th June, 
1956. 

Year ended 30th June, 
1955. Payments. 

Year ended 
30th June, 

1956. 

Year ended 
30th June, 

1955. 

1st July—Balance brought forward 

State Transport ( C o - o r d i n a t i o n ) Act, 
1931-1954: License Fees 

Less Refunds 

Miscellaneous Fees 
Less Refunds 

Police Court Penalties"! 
Legal Costs R e c o v e r e d / 

Revenue in respect of the carriage of pas
sengers 

Less Refunds 

Revenue in respect of the carriage of goods 
Less Refunds 

Security Deposits— 
Balance from previous year 
Receipts—year 

Less Refunds 

i. d. 

62,757 15 0 
74: 10 6 

4,819 13 0 
18 0 

31,594 6 8 
97 17 8 

844,911 0 10 
3,044 1 9 

,642 0 0 
820 0 0 

£ B . d. 
349,777 18 3 

62,683 4 6 

4,818 15 0 

12,741 11 8 

31,496 9 0 

841,866 19 1 

953,606 19 3 

2,462 0 0 
810 0 0 

1,652 0 0 

s. d. 

60,593 12 6 
55 9 6 

5,905 2 0 
18 12 6 

41,748 18 6 
49 13 0 

1,256,874 4 7 
25,092 8 4 

1,772 0 0 
896 7 0 

£ s. d. 
97,202 13 7 

60,538 3 0 

5,S86 9 6 

19,952 18 S 

41,699 5 6 

1,231,781 16 3 

1,359,858 12 11 

2,668 
1,026 

1,642 0 0 

1,458,703 6 6 

Administrative Expenses-
Salaries and Wages .. 
General Expenses 

Payment to Police Department for services in connection with 
the supervision of the State Transport (Co-ordination) Act. . . 

Payments to Commissioner for Railways and Commissioner for 
Government Transport under the provisions of section 26 (7) 
of the State Transport (Co-ordination) Act of Revenue collected 
in respect of the carriage of passengers and goods— 

Rai lways— 
Passenger charges 
Goods charges 

Tramways— 
Passenger charges 

£ 

Security Deposits held at 30th June 

Balance in Fund at 30th June 

£ 

£ s. d. 

121,294 1 0 
50,144 0 8 

171,438 1 

32,500 0 0 

203.938 1 8 

25,000 0 0 
975,000 0 0 

1,503 9 6 

1 ,'001,503 9 6 

1,652 0 0 

97,943 6 4 

1,305,036 17 6 

108,157 17 1 
67,379 4 10 

175,537 1 11 

30,000 0 0 

205,537 - 1 1 1 

22,500 0 0 
877,500 0 0 

1,746 6 4 

901,746 6 4 

1,642 0 0 

349,777 18 3 

1,458,703 6 6 

Audited and found correct, 
W. J. CAMPBELL, . R. A. BRADLEY . 

Auditor-General of N.S.W. Chief Accountant, 
Sydney, '24th October, 1956. 15th August, 1956. 
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Item. 

Year ended 30th June— 

125 120 
191 185 

612 579 
151 166 

763 745 
427 432 
336 313 

763 745 
727 719 

36 26 
763 745 

1,178 1,162 

Number of operators 
Number of services 
Number of omnibuses— 

In service 
In reserve 

Total 
Number of petrol omnibuses 
Number of diesel omnibuses 

Total 
Number of single-deck omnibuses .. 
Number of double-deck omnibuses . 

Total 
Number of employees 
Omnibus mileage 
Passengers carried 

Book value of plant 
Revenue 
Expenditure . — 
Nett profit 
Included in Expenditure— 

Owners' wages 
Depreciation 
Interest payments on loans, etc. 

Revenue per mile 
Expenditure per mile 
Nett profit per mile 

18,432,897 
80.153,426 

£ 
1,006,823 
2,423,165 
2,253,695 

169,470 

98,283 
141,037 

18,121 

d. 
31-550 
29-344 

2-206 

Appendix 13. 

STATISTICS OF PRIVATELY OPERATED MOTOR OMNIBUS SERVICES IN 
THE WOLLONGONG DISTRICT FOR THE YEAR ENDED THE 30th JUNE, 
1956. (COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR PREVIOUS YEARS ARE NOT AVAIL

ABLE.) 

Item. Year ended 
30th June, 1956. 

Number of operators 
Number of services 
Number of omnibuses— 

In service 
In reserve 

Total 
Number of petrol omnibuses 
Number of diesel omnibuses 

Total 
Number of single-deck omnibuses 
Number of double-deck omnibuses 

Total 
Number of employees 
Omnibus mileage 
Passengers carried 

Book value of plant 
Revenue 
Expenditure 
Nett profit 
Included in Expenditure— 

Owners' wages 
Depreciation 
Interest payments on loans, etc. 

118 
11 
- 129 

111 
18 

129 

Revenue per mile 
Expenditure per mile 
Net t profit per mile 

129 
238 

3,705,226 
11,581,243 

£ 
264,945 
509,019 
464,746 

. 44,273 

24,369 
29,898 

3,824 
d. 

32-971 
30103 

2-868 

N O T E S — 
(i) These figures have been compiled from data supplied by operators in returns furnished under 

the Transport Act, 1930-1956. a 

(ii) Operators who were actively engaged in the services have been inoluded as employees also. 

STATISTICS OF PRIVATELY OPERATED MOTOR OMNIBUS SERVICES IN 
THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT DISTRICT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
30th JUNE, 1956, COMPARED WITH THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1955. 
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Year ended 30th June— 

Item. 
1956. 1955. 

Number of operators 
Number of services 
Number of omnibuses— 

In service 
In reserve 

Total 
Number of petrol omnibuses 
Number of diesel omnibuses 

Total 
Number of single-deck omnibuses . 
Number of double-deck omnibuses . 

Total 
Number of omployees 
Omnibus mileage 
Passengers carried 

Book value of plant 
Revenue 
Expenditure 
Nett profit 
Included in Expenditure— 

Owners' Wages 
Depreciation 
Interest payments on loans, etc 

Revenue per mile 
Expenditure per mile 
Nett profit per mile 

78 
10 

18 
27 

88. 
31 
57 

88 
75 
13 

88 
167 

2,196,753 
5,023,891 

£ 
111,833 
283,961 
280,478 

3,483 

14,000 
11,183 
4,863 

d. 
31-023 
30-643 

•380 

NOTES-— 
(i) These figures have been compiled from data supplied by operators in returns furnished under 

the Transport Act, 1930-1956. 
(ii) Operators who were actively engaged in the services havo been included as employees also. 

Appendix 15. 

STATEMENT OF CONVICTIONS ON PROSECUTIONS INSTITUTED BY THE 
COMMISSIONER FOR MOTOR TRANSPORT. 

State Transport (Go-ordination) Act, 1931, as amended, and Regulations— 
Drive and operate contrary to terms of licence 590 
Drive and operate unlicensed public motor vehicle 82 
Not observe conditions of permit 17 
Miscellaneous offences '. 3 

Transport Act, 1930, as amended, and Regulations for Public Vehicles—Metropolitan Transport 
District and Neivcastle Transport District— 

Fail to set taxi-meter in motion and to keep in motion when hired 6 
Fail to stop taxi-meter on the termination of a hiring 9 
Set taxi-meter in motion before hired 1 
Fail to obscure or display vacant sign 12 
Refuse hiring '. 39 
Overcharging passengers 19 
Incivility to passengers 10 
Overload taxi-cab 3 
Fail to comply with the rules governing the operation of taxi-cabs on the St. James 

Road stand 25 
Multiple hiring (permitting persons to enter taxi-cabs otherwise than as necessary to 

carry out hirings) 84 
Drive taxi-cab in a prohibited area 12 
Soliciting for passengers 35 
Omnibus time table offences 85 
Fail to renew registration or return number plates 20 
Miscellaneous offences 28 

Motor Traffic Act, 1909, as amended, and Regulations—Motor Vehicles Taxation (Management) 
Act, 1949, as amended— 

Fail to renew registration or return number plates 290 
Unlawful possession of number plates 24 
Drive unregistered vehicle and permit unregistered vehicle to be driven 17 
Fail to apply for transfer of registrations or to return number plates 2 
Drive whilst unlicensed and permit unlicensed person to drive 2 
Fail to carry or provide record of driving hours 35 
Miscellaneous offences 4 

Miscellaneous Acts 5 

STATISTICS OF PRIVATELY OPERATED MOTOR OMNIBUS SERVICES IN 
THE NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT DISTRICT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th 

JUNE, 1956, COMPARED WITH THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1955. 
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ROAD ACCIDENTS IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 

STATISTICAL STATEMENT, YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1956. 
This statement has been prepared from information furnished in Police road accident reports. 

I t covers all accidents reported to the Police involving the death or injury of any person and/or damage 
to property in'excess of £10. 

The number of auoidents reported in the year under review was 38,823 (an increase of 9-9 per 
cent, over 1954/55), the number of persons killed was 808 (1-3 per cent, increase), and the number of 
persons injured was 17,047 (6-8 per cent, increase). In the same period the number of motor vehicles 
registered increased by 8-1 per cent. 

ROAD ACCIDENTS IN RELATION TO MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED. 
The following table shows the trend since 1934/35 together with the rates per 10,000 motor 

vehicles registered. 

Year ended 
30th June— 

Vehicles 
Registered 
(Average). 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 
Year ended 
30th June— 

Vehicles 
Registered 
(Average). Number. Rate. Number. Rate. Number. Rate. 

1935 244,428 8,786 359 408 16-6 6,486 265 
1937 286,342 11,460 400 543 1 9 0 7,684 268 
1939 327,628 11,906 363 545 16-6 8,388 256 
1941 313,962 10,458 333 471 15-0 7,471 238 
1943 268,673 7,085 264 429 1 6 0 5,096 188 
1945 293,083 7,889 269 370 12-6 5,351 183 
1947 344,002 12,996 378 50S 14-8 8,752 254 
1949 423,200 14,150 334 564 13-3 9,253 218 
1950 475,780 16,189 340 561 11-8 10,405 219 
1951 550,665 19,878 360 699 12-7 11,817 215 
1952 613,752 22,662 369 741 12-1 12,637 206 
1953 645,964 24,382 377 663 10-3 12,459 193 
1954 684,186 29,514 431 728 10-6 14,660 214 
1955 739,372 35,315 478 798 10-8 15,959 216 
1956 803,630 38,823 483 808 10-1 17,047 212 

COMMENT— 

The number of accidents, persons killed and persons injured were the highest on record. 
The killed rate per 10,000 vehicles registered is the lowest on record and the injured rate is 

lower than for the previous two years. 

ACCIDENTS AND CASUALTIES EACH QUARTER BY LOCATION. 

Quarter. Area. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Quarter. Area. 
1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 

J u l y -
September. 

City of Sydney 
Suburbs of Sydney ... 
Remainder of State. . . 

618 
4,501 
4,063 

619 
4,106 
3,477 

4 
91 
84 

6 
87 

109 

182 
2,056 
1,671 

195 
1,898 
1,588 

J u l y -
September. 

Sub-Total 9,182 8,202 179 202 3,909 3,681 

October-
December. 

City of Sydney 
Suburbs of Sydney ... 
Remainder of State. . . 

632 
5,008 
4,656 

682 
4,664 
3,866 

1 
94 

130 

3 
80 
97 

184 
2,372 
2,095 

216 
2,271 
1,914 

October-
December. 

Sub-Total 10,296 9,212 225 180 4,651 4,401 

January-
March. 

City of Sydney 
Suburbs of Sydney ... 
Remainder of State. . . 

592 
4,289 
4,262 

590 
4,127 
3,701 

3 
76 

117 

6 
86 

114 

147 
1,930 
1,850 

167 
1,940 
1,765 

January-
March. 

Sub-Total 9,143 8,418 196 206 3,927 3,878 

April-June ... City of Sydney 
Suburbs of Sydney ... 
Remainder of State. . . 

668 
5,031 
4,503 

717 
4,694 
4,072 

8 
103 

97 

7 
102 
101 

213 
2,406 
1,941 

182 
2,076 
1,741 

April-June ... 

Sub-Total 10,202 9,483 208 210 4,560 3,999 

April-June ... 

Grand Total 38,823 35,315 808 798 17,047 15,959 

COMMENT— 

Increases occurred in accidents for each quarter but the area of the City of Sydney showed 
decreases except for the March quarter. 

The figures for persons killed fell in all quarters except the December quarter. 
Injuries rose for all quarters. 
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AGE AND SEX OF PERSONS KILLED AND INJURED IN ROAD ACCIDENTS. 

Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Males. Females. Males. Females. 

1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 

25 19 18 11 362 266 205 214 
7 11 4 6 255 245 163 137 

7 „ 17 47 46 17 23 1,306 
1,942 
3,038 
1,931 
1,325 

892 

1,235 
1,780 
2,984 
1,813 
1,234 

721 

645 606 
17 „ 21 87 77 7 17 

1,306 
1,942 
3,038 
1,931 
1,325 

892 

1,235 
1,780 
2,984 
1,813 
1,234 

721 

542 441 
21 „ 30 126 131 19 17 

1,306 
1,942 
3,038 
1,931 
1,325 

892 

1,235 
1,780 
2,984 
1,813 
1,234 

721 

754 705 
30 „ 40 79 84 

86 
22 12 

1,306 
1,942 
3,038 
1,931 
1,325 

892 

1,235 
1,780 
2,984 
1,813 
1,234 

721 

738 628 
40 „ 50 54 

84 
86 18 12 

1,306 
1,942 
3,038 
1,931 
1,325 

892 

1,235 
1,780 
2,984 
1,813 
1,234 

721 
598 598 

50 „ 60 68 69 
98 

19 13 

1,306 
1,942 
3,038 
1,931 
1,325 

892 

1,235 
1,780 
2,984 
1,813 
1,234 

721 532 435 
120 

69 
98 66 61 901 883 546 588 

5 5 
66 61 

217 301 155 • 145 155 • 145 

Totals 618 626 190 172 12,169 11,462 4,878 4,497 618 626 190 172 12,169 11,462 4,878 4,497 

COMMENT— 

The 60 years and over age group followed by the 21-30 group incurred the greatest number 
of road deaths. 76 per cent, of the killed and 71 per cent, of the injured were males. 

CLASSES OF ROAD USERS KILLED AND INJURED IN ROAD ACCIDENTS. 

Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Males. Females. Males. Females. 

1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 

Drivers of motor vehicles 155 137 10 10 3,739 3,250 380 317 
Motor cyclists 90 116 1 1.879 2,025 33 15 
Pedal cyclists 41 41 3 "3 964 988 114 117 
Passengers (all types) ... 142 151 88 72' 3,392 3,087 3,216 2,883 

186 181 87 87 2,150 2,079 1,133 1,162 
4 1 45 33 2 3 

Totals 618 626 190 172 12,169 11,462 4,878 4,497 

COMMENT— 
All classes of road users except motor cyclists and pedal cyclists show increases. 

TYPES OF ACCIDENTS. 

Type of Accident. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Type of Accident. 
1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 

Collisions between vehicles 25,265 22,524 257 256 8,491 7,481 
Vehicles overturning or leaving 

7,481 

6,343 5,530 197 172 3.765 3,527 
Vehicles colliding with fixed objects... 2,873. 2,990 63 83 1,120 1,320 
Vehicles colliding with animal(s) 730 691 2 5 180 129 
Collisions between vehicles and 

3,323 3,267 270 263 3.242 3,215 
272 307 18 19 242 284 

17 6 1 7 3 

Total 38,823 35,315 808 798 17,047 15,959 

* Passenger accidents include all cases where the passenger was responsible or principally involved. 
e.g., passenger falling or alighting from a moving vehicle, interfering with the driver's control or 
opening the door of a moving or stationary vehicle. 

COMMENT— 

Collisions between vehicle increased by 12 per cent, and represented 65 per cent, of the total 
accidents and 50 per cent, of the total casualties. 

A decrease was recorded in the accidents and casualties caused by vehicles colliding with fixed 
objects. 

Collisions between vehicles and pedestrians caused the greatest number of fatalities. 
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RESPONSIBILITY FOR ROAD ACCIDENTS. 

Analysis of Responsible Factors. 

Attributed. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Attributed. 
Number. % Number. % Number. % 

A. Human failure on part of— 

Riders of horses and drivers of horse-

Riders of billycarts, tricycles, etc. . . . 

2 5 , 7 9 7 -66-5 
1 , 2 2 5 3 -2 

5 9 8 1-5 

1 2 0 - 0 3 
1 6 5 0-4 

2 , 2 6 8 5 -8 
2 7 2 0-7 

1 , 2 4 2 3 - 2 
1 5 0 - 0 4 
1 1 0 0 3 

4 2 8 5 3 - 0 
6 2 7 -7 
2 7 3 - 3 

4 0 - 5 
3 0 - 4 

1 5 9 1 9 . 7 
1 8 2 - 2 

3 0 - 4 
6 0 - 7 
1 0 1 

8 , 9 5 6 5 2 - 6 
1 , 0 9 1 6 - 4 

5 6 7 3 - 3 

6 0 - 0 4 
8 2 0 - 5 

2 , 1 8 1 1 2 - 8 
2 4 2 1-4 
4 9 7 2 - 9 

1 2 0 - 0 7 

1 3 0 - 0 9 

A. Human failure on part of— 

Riders of horses and drivers of horse-

Riders of billycarts, tricycles, etc. . . . 3 1 , 6 0 5 8 1 - 4 7 1 1 8 8 - 0 1 3 , 6 4 7 8 0 - 1 

B . Defective equipment of— 

Pedal cycles 
Animal-drawn vehicles 

2 , 4 7 3 6 - 3 6 
1 0 2 0 - 3 

8 8 0 -2 
1 

1 6 0 0 4 

3 3 4-1 
3 0 - 4 
5 0 - 6 

1 , 2 0 6 7 -0 
9 8 0 - 6 
8 8 0 - 5 

1 C-01 
1 0 0 - 0 9 

B . Defective equipment of— 

Pedal cycles 
Animal-drawn vehicles 

2 , 6 8 0 6 -9 4 1 5 -1 1 , 4 0 3 8 -2 

C. Miscellaneous factors— 
Animals (including animals which 

Other 

6 8 8 1-8 
3 , 6 1 0 9 - 3 

2 4 0 0 - 6 

4 0 - 5 
4 1 5 - 0 
1 1 1-4 

1 7 6 1-0 
1 , 6 9 6 9 - 9 

1 2 5 0 - 8 

C. Miscellaneous factors— 
Animals (including animals which 

Other 

4 , 5 3 8 1 1 - 7 5 6 6 - 9 1 , 9 9 7 1 1 - 7 

G R A N D TOTAL 3 8 , 8 2 3 1 0 0 % 8 0 8 1 0 0 % 1 7 , 0 4 7 1 0 0 % 

COMMENT— 
Human failure was responsible for more than 8 0 per cent, of the accidents and casualties. 
Drivers of motor vehicles were responsible for 6 7 per cent, of the accidents and over 5 0 per 

cent, of the casualties. 
Defective equipment caused 6 -9 per cent, and road conditions 9 - 3 per cent, of the accidents. 

CLASSIFICATION OF ACCIDENTS AND CASUALTIES ACCORDING 
TO CAUSE. 

1. Accidents attributed to Drivers of Motor Vehicles (other than Motor Cycles). 

Cause. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Cause. 
1 9 5 5 - 5 6 . 1 9 5 4 - 5 5 . 1 9 5 5 - 5 6 . 1 9 5 4 - 5 5 . 1 9 5 5 - 5 6 . 1 9 5 4 - 5 5 . 

2 , 3 7 0 1 , 9 7 6 9 0 8 7 1 , 2 7 6 1 , 1 0 0 
1 , 9 7 6 1 , 7 9 0 3 9 3 0 8 7 7 7 1 2 

N o t giving right of way to other vehicle at 
5 , 5 4 3 4 , 7 5 5 2 5 2 0 1 , 6 8 8 1 , 4 8 0 

Failing to make right-hand turn at inter-
1 , 7 8 8 1 , 6 1 8 1 0 1 6 6 4 7 5 9 3 
1 , 6 3 5 1 , 5 2 1 4 1 4 4 6 6 3 6 3 3 

3 6 7 3 2 6 9 5 1 9 0 1 6 9 
6 , 0 0 7 5 , 2 7 6 1 4 5 1 4 0 . 2 , 0 1 4 1 , 8 5 4 

7 6 1 7 4 3 1 2 8 9 8 7 
9 1 6 8 7 9 1 1 1 9 3 0 2 2 5 6 

Following other vehicle too closely 1 , 1 9 8 1 , 0 7 6 1 1 4 5 1 4 6 
7 7 6 9 2 2 5 6 5 3 

2 9 7 2 9 3 1 6 1 3 1 8 9 1 9 7 
Dazzled by lights of an approaching vehicle... 2 9 5 2 5 3 5 5 1 4 0 1 4 2 

1 7 5 1 5 9 3 3 8 2 9 
Pulling out from kerb suddenly or without 

9 9 3 8 8 2 1 2 5 1 0 1 
Disregarding, misunderstanding or failing to 

observe traffic sign or signal of other driver 4 6 4 4 4 8 1 0 2 2 4 6 2 3 7 
Crossing railway level crossing without due 

1 6 2 5 1 2 1 0 1 6 2 5 7 2 1 2 1 0 
Hit run drivers (not elsewhere classifiable)... 2 6 1 1 8 8 1 0 5 8 9 5 3 

6 5 8 6 2 7 7 9 1 7 0 1 4 0 

Total 2 5 , 7 9 7 2 2 , 9 0 4 4 2 8 4 0 5 8 , 9 5 6 7 , 9 9 2 Total 

+ 1 2 - 6 % + 5 - 7 % + 1 2 - 1 % 

Average Motor Vehicles Registered, 
1955-56. 1954-55. 

Number 803,630 698,035 
Variation -f- 15% 

COMMENT— 
Inattentive driving caused more accidents. and casualties than any other single cause. 
More fatalities were caused by inattentive driving than any other single cause. 
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Appendix 16.—continued. 
2. Accidents attributed to Riders of Motor Cycles. 

Cause. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Cause. 
1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 

188 190 23 42 190 180 
88 . 90 3 9 97 80 

Not giving right of way to other vehicle at 
intersection 226 248 6 6 167 171 

Failing to make right-hand turn at inter
section with due care 30 55 2 27 40 

30 34 "i 2 26 30 
97 87 3 4 82 76 

331 417 19 22 305 393 
Overtaking improperly 83 104 5 3 72 102 
Following other vehicle too closely 49 45 1 ... 31 34 
Infirmity of rider 2 ... 2 
Driver asleep or drowsy 6 4 7 5 
Dazzled by lights of an approaching vehicle... 18 22 i 20 25 
No hand signal or faulty signal 5 4 8 2 
Pulling or swinging out from kerb suddenly 

8 6 ... ... 5 3 
Disregarding, misunderstanding or failing to 

26 observe traffic sign or signal of other driver 28 29 ... 23 26 
Crossing railway level crossing without due 

Hit run drivers (not elsewhere classifiable)... 8 "5 5 "5 
28 30 i 2 24 35 

Total 1,225 1,370 62 93 1,091 1,207 

— 1 ( — 3; — 9-6% 

Average Motor Cycles Registered. 
1955-56. 1954-55. 

Number 38,453 41,337 
Variation — 7% 

COMMENT— 

Accidents and casualties attributed to motor cyclists were considerably reduced. 
Inattentive riding was the greatest single cause of accidents. 
Excessive speed was responsible for 37 per cent, of the total deaths attributed to motor cyclists. 

3. Accidents attributed to Pedal Cyclists. 

Cause. 

Accidents. Persona Killed. Persons Injured. 

Cause. 
1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 

Excessive speed having regard to conditions 16 18 1 1 16 19 
Not keeping to the left 53 48 3 3 50 44 
Not giving right of way to other vehicle at 

77 79 ... 6 73 69 
Failing to make right-hand turn at inter

section with due care 56 58 4 2 51 56 
Intoxicated '. 5 9 1 5 8 
Inexperience 15 20 ... ... 15 20 

246 184 16 4 228 183 
Overtaking improperly 20 11 1 1 19 10 

11 13 1 10 14 
Infirmity of rider 9 10 ... 9 10 
Dazzled by lights of an approaching vehicle... 1 1 1 2 
Failing to signal intention of turning or 

10 stopping, or giving incorrect signal 10 24 1 10 24 • 
Pulling or swinging out from kerb suddenly 

12 8 12 ... 8 13 
Disregarding, misunderstanding or failing to 

observe traffic sign or signal of other driver 8 7 8 7 
Hit-run riders (not elsewhere classifiable)... 6 ... 6 

63 60 "i "6 64 57 

Total 598 .560 27 25 567 542 

+ 6-8 % + 4 • 6 % 

*95780—5 
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Appendix 16—continued. 

4. Accidents attributed to Drivers of Animal-drawn Vehicles and Riders of Animals. 

Cause. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Cause. 
1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 

Total 

1 
4 
7 

8 
2 

15 

2 
1 
1 

"i 
4 

3 
1 
4 

Total 12 25 4 6 8 Total 

j >2% + 2 5 % 

COMMENT— 

Accidents and casualties caused by pedal cyclists increased on the previous year. 
Inattention was the major cause of accidents and casualties. 
Accidents attributed to animal-drawn vehicle drivers and the riders of animals decreased. 

5. Accidents attributed to Pedestrians. 

Cause. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Cause. 
1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. | 1955-56. 1954-55 

Walking across roadway without due care... 814 773 56 55 789 749 
336 314 31 16 307 315 

Passing behind or in front of moving or 
stationary vehicle or object 181 264 9 17 181 255 

22 38 5 1 18 37 
248 272 21 26 234 261 

19 11 1 1 18 10 
Sudden illness 5 5 1 1 4 4 
Child (7 years of age and over) playing on 

26 40 3 4 26 38 
Child under 7 years of age not under, or 

breaking away from, the supervision of an 
509 422 23 16 499 414 

6 5 6 5 
31 40 "i 5 30 36 
82 81 9 11 82 82 

Total '. 2,279 2,265 160 153 2,194 2,206 Total '. 

+ 0 - 6 % + 4-6 % - 0 - 5 % 

* Including billycarts, tricycles, scooters, handbarrows, perambulators, etc. 

Accidents attributed to Passengers. 

Cause. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55 

Alighting from vehicle in motion 
Falling from vehicle in motion 
Riding improperly 
Alighting from vehicle on wrong side 
Intoxicated 
Infirmity 
Interfering with driver's control 
Other causes : 

Total .. . 

Variation 

67 
76 
27 
10 
22 

5 
20 
45 

272 

59 
89 
21 
17 
29 

9 
28 
55 

307 

11-4 o/0 

19 

- 5 - 3 % 

61 
70 
25 
10 
23 

5 
12 
36 

242 

55 
86 
20 
20 
29 

9 
22 
45 

286 

- 1 5 - 4 o / o 

COMMENT— 

Failure on the part of pedestrians to cross the roadway with due care caused 36 per cent.) 
the accidents and casualties attributed to this class of road user. 

Accidents and casualties attributed to intoxicated pedestrians were less than the previous year 
Accidents and casualties caused by passengers were reduced. 
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Appendix 16—continued. 
7. Accidents caused by Defective Equipment of Vehicles. 

Cause. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Cause. 
1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

833 
504 
431 

68 
23 
14 
94 

506 

757 
523 
432 
110 
40 

7 
86 

465 

7 
6 
9 
1 
1 

9 

18 
5 

12 
1 

i 
I 

13 

329 
309 
260 

37 
11 

7 
37 

216 

274 
352 
276 

62 
16 

3 
30 

202 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

2,473 2,420 33 51 1,206 1,215 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

• + 2 2 % — 35 • 3 % — 0 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

22 
8 

19 
20 

2 
31 

20 
4 

22 
21 

1 
49 

"i 
2 

"i 
18 

9 
25 
17 

1 
28-

17 
3 

21 
20 

44 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

102 117 3 I 98 105 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

- 12-8 % + 2( — 6 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

36 

28 
8 

16 

25 
1 

31 
11 
15 

2 

1 
1 

"i 
"i 

39 

27 
'7 
15 

25 
1 

35 
13 
15 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

88 83 5 2 88 89 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

+ ( + 1* »% — 1-1 % 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

1 1 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 

1 ... 1 ... 

7. Motor Vehicle Defects (other than motor 
cycles)— 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 
Excessivo height or weight of loading... 
Loose, insecuro or projecting loading ... 
Other motor vehicle defects 

Total 

8. Motor Cycle Defects— 

Inadequate or no headlamp 

Defective or absence of rear lamp 

Total 

9. Pedal Cycle Defects— 

Rear lamp defective or no reflector 

Total 

10. Animal-drawn Vehicle Defects— 

No side or rear lamps • 

Total 

Variation 
Total acc idents caused by 

2,664 2,620 41 54 1,393 1,409 

+ 1-7 % _ 2 < t'l % 

COMMENT— 
The number of accidents attributed to defective equipment increased slightly on the previous 

year's figures but the number of casualties was reduced. 
Faulty brakes, steering and tyre blowouts were the major causes of accidents. 

*95780—6 
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Appendix 16—continued* 
Miscellaneous Causes. 

Cause. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Cause. 
1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

599 

13 

26 
35 
15 

566 

24 

21 
28 
11 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

112 

8 

17 
37 

2 

82 

6 

16 
23 

3 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

688 650 4 4 176 130 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

+ £ • + 3£ • 4 % 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

916 
330 

1,818 
150 

7 
389 

844 
259 

1,472 
126 

20 
387 

10 
3 

20 
3 

5 

13 
4 

12 
1 
1 
2 

531 
172 
763 

97 
3 

130 

478 
149 
629 

76 
8 

159 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

3,610 3,108 41 33 1,696 1,499 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

• 2 % + 24 • 2 % + 13 • 1 % 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

150 
59 

24 
7 

125 
50 

23 
4 

2 
2 

4 
3 

1 
2 

1 
1 

83 
31 

11 

75 
39 

9 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

240 202 11 5 125 123 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

+ 18-8 % + 1 2 0 % + 1 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

880 
78 

161 
111 

12 

697 
79 

142 
158 

17 

3 2 
1 

1 

370 
31 

66 
28 

2 

306 
31 

71 
43 

8 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

1,242 1,093 3 4 497 459 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

+ 1S • 6 % — 2 + 8-3 % 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

13 
3 

9 
10 

124 
• 22 

14 
2 

7' 
31 

120 
26 

1 

2 

1 

"i 
I 

10 

8 

65 
9 

8 
3 

7 
14 
58 

3 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

181 200 3 3 92 93 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

— 9 — 1 • 1 % 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 
10 
5 

5 
5 

6 9 
3 

3 
2 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

15 10 6 12 5 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

... • 

11. Accidents attributed to Animals— 
Horse, cow, etc., straying in roadway... 
Animals {in vehicle) falling, shying or 

Animals (ridden) falling, shying or 

Total 

12. Accidents attributed to Road Conditions— 
Road surface loosely gravelled 
Road in bad repair 
Road surface wet or slippery 

Stationary vehicle dangerously placed ... 
Other road faults 

Total 

13. Accidents attributed to Weather— 
Vision obscured by rain, snow, fog, mist, 

Attributed to oyclone, hurricane, wind 

Total 

14. Accidents attributed to • parties not 

involved— 
Swerving to avoid vehicle 
Swerving to avoid pedestrian 
Swerving to avoid animal or straying 
Stopping suddenly to avoid collision ... 
Other accidents attributed to parties 

Total 

Variation 

15. Other Catises— 
(a) Trams Responsible— 

Brakes failing on tram ; 
Other tram, defects 
Tram started before' passenger 

properly boarded, alighted or 

Error of judgment by tram driver... 

Total 

(6) Railways Responsible — Level 
Crossings— 

Gatekeeper omitting to close gate, 

... 1 ... ... ... 
Grand Total, All Clauses 38,823 35,315 808 798 17,047 15,959 

+ 9 + 1 -3% + 6-8% 

COMMENT— 
The majority of accidents and casualties attributed to animals were caused by straying stock. 
The greatest number of accidents and casualties attributed to road conditions was caused by 

roads being wet, or slippery, or loosely gravelled. 
Accidents and casualties caused by weather conditions increased on previous figures. 
Accidents and casualties attributed to parties not involved increased considerably. The 

greatest single cause being attempts to avoid collisions with vehicles. 
Trams and/or their drivers caused less accidents than last year. 
Aocidents and casualties attributed to Railways were few but increased on previous figures. 
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Appendix 16—continued. 
Features of Roadways on which Accidents Occurred. 

Location. 

Accidents. Persons Killed. Persons Injured. 

Location. 
1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 1955-56. 1954-55. 

At Intersection— 
Controlled by Police 84 107 21 24 
Controlled by Traffic Lights 619 604 6 6 205 185 
Uncontrolled 13,519 13,063 123 171 5,176 5,287 

Sub-Total 14,222 13,774 129 -177 5,402 5,496 

Other than at Intersection— 
18,301 15,952 452 428 8,278 7,428 

Bend or curve— 
View open 4,782 3,887 159 138 2,667 2,147 
View obscured 407 541 15 16 210 345 

Bridge, culvert or causeway 386 502 10 8 154 198 
429 418 15 173 214 
149 99 7 7 71 77 

Railway level crossing— 
Guarded by gates 71 66 7 2 22 21 
Guarded by fights 4 8 ... 1 1 

64 57 13 7 66 29 
6 10 2 3 
2 1 1 

Total 38,823 35,315 808 798 17,047 15,959 

COMMENT— 

47 per cent, of all accidents occurred on straight roads and accounted for 56 per cent, and 49 per 
cent, respectively of the killed and injured persons. There is of course, a much greater mileage of 
straight road than any other type of roadway. 

Although accidents at intersections increased, casualties decreased. 

Appendix 17. 
LOCATIONS AT WHICH TRAFFIC CONTROL LIGHT SIGNALS WERE 

INSTALLED DURING THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1956. 
Concord Road and Correys Avenue, CONCORD. 
Hume Highway at the BANKSTOWN NORTH PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
Concord Road at the CONCORD WEST PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
SPIT BRIDGE. 

Bunnerong Road and Maroubra Bay Road, PAGEWOOD. 
Victoria Road in the GLADESVILLE SHOPPING CENTRE. 
Victoria Road outside the ROZELLE CONVENT SCHOOL. 
Crown and Keira Streets, WOLLONGONG. 
Parramatta Road and Harris Road, F I V E DOCK. 
Pacific Highway, Fullers Road and Help Street, CHATSWOOD. 
Princes Highway in the vicinity of the SOUTH CARLTON PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
Forest Road opposite the HURSTVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
Woodville Road opposite the SOUTH GRANVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
Parramatta Road outside the S Y D N E Y U N I V E R S I T Y STEPS. 
Concord Road and Victoria Avenue, CONCORD. 
King Georges Road and Connells Point Road, SOUTH HURST VILLE. 
Princes Highway at the B L A K E H U R S T PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
Canterbury and Burwood Roads, BELMORE. 
King Georges Road at the LAKEMBA PUBLIC SCHOOL, W I L E Y P A R K . 
Princes Highway adjacent to Fanning Street, TEMPE. 
Parramatta and Station Roads, A U B U R N . 
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Appendix 18. 

Metropolitan Transport District. 

Item. Motor 
Omnibuses. Taxi-cabs. Totals. 

763 2,482 3,245 
Inspections made 8,371 12,186 20,557 
Repair notices issued * 1,280 1,502 2,782 
" Not to Use " notices issued* 101 799 .900 

Newcastle Transport District. 

88 85 173 
562 550 1,112 

83 56 139 
15 2 17 

City of Greater Wollongong Area. 

325 455 780 
27 52 79 

1 26 27 

* Indicates the vehicles were found to be unfit for service and their operation was suspended. 

Country Districts. 

Item. Motor 
Omnibuses. Taxi-cabs. Hire-cars. Total. 

3,238J 
607J 

55J 

2,403 
351 

51 

461 
62 
11 

6,102 
1,020 

117 

{Includes motor omnibuses, service vehicles and tourist vehicles. 
t Indicates that the vehicles were found to be unfit for service and their operation was suspended. 

INSPECTIONS OF PUBLIC MOTOR VEHICLES DURING THE YEAR ENDED 
30th JUNE, 1956. 
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