


TRAFFIC SIGNALS IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
1 t o 1 , 0 0 0 

1933 
FRONT COVER PICTURE — The first set of traffic control signals in New South Wales. Kent and 

Market Streets. Sydney. 13th October. 1933 
1937 

Installation of first tram detectors on overhead wires at Bridge and Glebe Point Roads. Forest Lodge 
1938 

Introduction of pneumatic vehicles detectors to replace contact plate detectors 
1940 

Total signals in service 30 Installation of first four sets of signals in Newcastle 
1941 

First use of CROSS NOW (white) light signals for pedestrian traffic (in Macquarie Street. Sydney) 
1948 

First mid-block traffic signals for pedestrian traffic (Pacific Highway at Lihdfield Railway Station) 
1950 

Total signals in service 70 Establishment of Burwood Traffic Signal Depot to replace inadequate 
quarters at the City Depot in Jamieson Street 
1952 

Installation of the "blinking light" above the intersection of Warringah Road and Wakehurst 
Parkway. French's Forest (To be replaced by traffic control signals in 1966) 
1 9 5 3 

Introduction of the first pedestrian-actuated signal controller The controller was designed and built 
in Sydney for school crossings (part-time signals, distinguished by blue and white bands) 
1955 

Installation of the first set of signals in Wollongong (Crown and Keira Streets) 
1957 

Installation of first co-ordinated pedestrian crossing signals I in Princes Highway Kogarah) 
1959 

Installation of first co-ordinated vehicle-actuated traffic signals (Parramatta Road at Crystal and Nor­
ton Streets. Leichhardt) First use of 2-aspect WALK/DON'T WALK signals for pedestrian traffic (Pacific 
Highwav at St Leonards Railway Station ) 
1960 

Total signals in service 222 Installation of the first internally illuminated overhead pedestrain cross­
ing symbol sign (Pyrmont Bridge Road outside the Camperdown Children's Hospital) 

1961 
Flashing "Don't Walk pedestrian clearance period introduced Discontinuation of part-time school 

signals School signals were switched to full-time operation and blue/white banded pedestals were 
repainted yellow 

1963 
Commissioning of the Inner-City pilot scheme comprising eight sets of signals m Pitt and 

Castlereagh Streets 
1964 

Commissioning of the first stage of the Inner City Signal System using the Traffic Control Centre at 
Brisbane Street (with closed circuit television surveillance) 
1 9 6 5 

First red and amber "arrow" signals Up to this time only green "arrow" signals had been used In­
troduction magnetic loop vehicle detectors to supersede pneumatic detectors 
1966 ^ 

Installation of the first sets of signals outside the Sydney-Newcastle-Wollongong area In this year a 
set ol pedestrian-actuated signals was installed in Lochinvar. and a set ol intersection signals at 
Taniworth 
1968 

Installation of first arterial Co-ordinated Signal System outside the Sydney Metropolitan Area (in 
High Street. Maitlandl Installation of 500th set of Traffic Signals at Dean and Olive Streets. Albury. — 
Picture top right 

1970 
Total signals in service 764 Introduction of olive-green painted signal pedestals to replace yellow 

pedestals 
1971 

First use of a commercial type computer for Co-ordination of traffic signals 
1974 

Installation of the 1000th set of traffic control signals at Pittwater and Warringah Roads. Dee Why 
Introduction of signal controller using LSI micrologic to supersede electro-mechanical type equip­

ment Picture, bottom left 
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THIS YFAR IN BRIEF A N D A 

STATISTICS 
R e c e i p t s -

M o t o r V e h i c l e R e g i s t r a t i o n T a x 
Fees I r e g i s t r a t i o n s , l i cences , e t c . ) 
T o n M i l e a g e C h a r g e s ( h e a v y l o r r i e s ) . . . 
T h i r d P a r t ) I n s u r a n c e p r e m i u m s 
C h a r g e s o n r o a d serv ices c o m p e t i n g w i t h r a i l 
S t a m p D u t y ( veh i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n s ) 
P r o p o r t i o n o f Fees f o r t h r e e y e a r 

d r i v e r s ' a n d r i d e r s ' l i cences 
R e c e i p t s f o r issue o f spec ia l ly m a d e 

n u m b e r p la tes 
S u n d r y 

T O T A L 

P a y m e n t s -

C o s t o f T r a f f i c Po l i ce 

V l m i n i s i r a l i v e cos t s . D e p a r t m e n t o f 
M o t o r T r a n s p o r t 

T r a f f i c F a c i l i t i e s 
F u n d s p r o v i d e d f o r r oads — 

C o u n c i l s , e t c 
D e p a r t m e n t o f M a i n R o a d s 

C o l l e c t e d f o r a n d r e m i t t e d t o — 
G o v e r n m e n t I n s u r a n c e O f f i c e 
S t a m p D u t i e s O f f i c e 

P a y m e n t s t o P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t C o m m i s s i o n 
P r o p o r t i o n o f fees f o r t h r e e y e a r d r i v e r s ' a n d 

r i de r s ' l i c e n c e s — 1 9 7 3 / 7 4 — T r a n s f e r r e d 
t o the R o a d T r a n s p o r t a n d T r a f f i c I unci . 

P a y m e n t t o w a r d t h e cost o f A m b u l a n c e 
Se rv i ces 

T O T A L 

R e g i s t r a t i o n s in fo rce ( o n J u n e 30 ) 
B r a n d - n e w veh ic les reg i s te red 
D r i v i n g l icences ( a l l t y p e s ) in f o r ce (on June 30) . 

T r a f f i c c o n t r o l l i gh t i n s t a l l a t i o n s — 
c o m p l e t e d d u r i n g th is y e a r 
t a k e n ou t o f serv ice 
t o t a l in serv ice 
E x p e n d i t u r e t h i s y e a r ( i n c l . m a i n t e n a n c e ) 

O t h e r f ac i l i t i es — 
c o m p l e t e d th i s y e a r , 
t o t a l in serv ice ( r o u n d f i gu res ) 
E x p e n d i t u r e t h i s y e a r 

T o t a l e x p e n d i t u r e f o r y e a r 

Persons k i l l e d 

T o t a l s t a f f 
New Reg is t r i es a p p o i n t e d 
I o t a l M o t o r Reg i s t r i es in o p e r a t i o n 
New Reg is t ry p r e m i s e s c o m p l e t e d th i s yea r 
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EVENTS 

1 9 6 8 6 9 

Department assumes driver licence testing duties in Sydney. Newcastle and Wollongong front Police 
Department. Twelve new "Clearways" introduced. Upward trend in registration and drivers' licences 
continued, taking income to new record level. Road Accident Prevention and Research L nil 
established at Rosehery. Points System of licence review introduced. Tow-trucks, their drivers and 
assistants licenced. Decentralisation policy consolidated by beginning construction oj new Motor 
Registries. 5° new sets of traffic signals installed 

1 9 6 9 7 0 

1 9 7 0 - 7 1 

Total I h'ences in issue pass the two million mark while vehicle registrations approach two million, 
tak ing total income to record level. Traffic accident research projects of a statistical nature i ompleted 
In the Traffic Accident Research I nil with lurther and more comprehensive projects planned as 
deliveries ol scientific testing equipment are made. Department lakes over five more Motor Registries 
front Police treeing them for law enforcement duties. Four new Motor Registry buildings completed 
and construction begun on four more. Traffic accident fatality rate per lO.OtX) vehicles lulls. 

Total number of vehicles registered passes 2.000.(XM> bring revenue to new record level of $14 7 M0.-
510 Reduction in traffic accident fatalities and injuries. Four Motor Registries constructed, three 
taking over registry work front Pidice freeing them jor other duties Trafjic Sajety Act assented to in 
\ovember. 1970. Renewals Payment Office opened in Government Insurance Office. 

file:///ovember


REVIEW OF T H E PREVIOUS FIVE YEARS 
R I N C I P A L S T A T I S T I C S A N D M A I N E V E N T S — 1 9 6 8 - 6 9 T O 1 9 7 3 - 7 4 

1 9 6 9 - 7 0 1 9 6 8 - 6 9 

s S S $ 

7 8 . 2 8 2 . 3 6 1 5 7 , 5 9 2 , 3 5 1 4 1 , 2 9 7 , 6 7 4 3 9 , 1 8 6 , 3 0 7 3 7 , 0 6 8 , 2 3 2 
32 .999 .324 2 4 , 9 9 6 , 2 6 8 18 ,351 ,877 1 7 , 1 9 6 , 1 2 8 15 ,983 ,554 
18 ,315,937 17 .686 ,958 16,841 J 26 15 ,872 ,005 14 ,799 ,421 
6 4 . 8 7 8 . 1 7 3 6 2 , 1 5 5 , 8 3 2 5 9 , 7 3 5 , 4 1 4 5 6 , 8 5 8 , 0 8 0 5 2 , 7 4 3 , 7 4 8 

6 ,480 ,827 6 , 0 8 7 , 0 0 9 5 , 6 3 8 , 4 2 9 5 , 2 2 7 , 7 0 0 4 , 5 3 2 . 2 3 3 
6 . 0 1 3 . 2 1 0 5 , 3 9 8 , 1 4 8 4 , 9 8 0 , 7 1 5 4 . 7 1 7 , 6 8 2 3 , 7 8 3 , 7 6 4 

781 .918 1 ,098,463 3 5 3 , 1 5 2 3 6 9 . 6 0 4 7 8 6 . 7 9 2 

319 .950 2 1 8 , 1 0 0 158,575 161 ,100 110 ,500 
6 0 0 . 9 7 7 6 9 8 , 9 2 7 4 8 3 3 4 8 2 9 6 , 9 9 3 6 0 7 , 4 2 0 

2 0 8 . 6 7 2 . 6 7 7 1 7 5 , 9 3 2 , 0 5 6 1 4 7 , 8 4 0 , 5 1 0 1 3 9 , 8 8 5 , 5 9 9 1 3 0 , 4 1 5 , 6 6 4 

16 .400 ,000 13 ,422 ,404 8 ,644 ,541 8 , 2 2 6 . 0 1 0 8 , 0 5 4 , 6 7 5 

19 ,298 .879 14 .284 ,749 12 ,409 ,291 1 0 , 9 7 3 , 8 5 6 9 , 9 4 8 , 5 8 1 
4 . 5 9 0 . 6 5 9 3 , 4 3 9 , 4 6 2 3 , 4 1 5 , 1 2 4 2 , 7 0 5 , 6 6 2 2 , 9 5 8 . 1 2 0 

708 .968 5 6 7 , 7 1 5 5 0 0 , 1 0 3 5 5 0 . 6 2 6 7 5 8 , 9 ?8 
9 2 . 6 8 0 . 1 3 8 72 ,364 ,871 5 5 , 5 1 9 , 3 3 9 5 2 , 6 4 0 , 9 1 4 4 9 , 4 3 8 , 0 1 3 

6 4 . 8 7 8 , 1 7 3 6 2 , 1 5 5 , 8 3 2 5 9 , 7 3 5 , 4 1 4 5 6 , 8 5 8 . 0 8 0 5 2 , 7 4 3 , 7 4 8 
6 . 0 1 3 , 2 1 0 5 , 3 9 8 , 1 4 8 4 , 9 8 0 , 7 1 5 4 , 7 1 7 , 6 8 2 3 , 7 8 3 . 7 6 4 

8(K).972 3 , 0 0 1 , 2 6 8 2 , 0 0 1 3 9 5 1 ,802 ,430 2 3 0 2 , 5 0 4 

725 ,954 3 6 2 , 2 0 4 5 7 6 , 5 5 0 3 9 3 3 9 4 

7 5 0 , 0 0 0 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 

206 .846 .953 1 7 5 , 3 4 6 , 6 5 3 1 4 7 , 7 8 2 . 4 7 2 1 3 8 , 8 6 8 , 6 5 4 1 3 0 , 1 8 8 3 8 3 

2 .328 .037 2 ,208 ,216 2 ,099 ,831 1.974 3 76 • 

249 .548 2 2 9 , 6 2 3 2 2 8 , 4 8 7 2 2 1 , 4 6 5 2 0 2 , 0 9 4 
2 .298 .794 2 . 2 2 2 . 5 1 0 2 , 1 5 5 , 2 3 9 2 , 0 4 8 , 7 8 9 1 ,907,877 
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9 5 2 8 7 0 8 1 6 7 6 4 6 9 2 
$ 3 .153 .334 $ 2 .301 ,906 $ 2 ,437 ,033 S 1 ,887.752 $ 2 , 1 8 7 , 6 7 0 

22 ,565 14,213 13,903 13 ,834 24 ,783 
2 1 3 . 7 0 0 191 ,200 177 ,000 163 ,000 150 ,500 

S 1.422.325 S 1,137,556 $ 9 7 8 , 0 9 1 S 8 1 7 , 9 1 0 S 7 7 0 , 4 5 0 
$ 4 . 5 7 5 . 6 5 9 $ 3 , 4 3 9 , 4 6 2 S 3 , 4 1 5 , 1 2 4 $ 2 , 7 0 5 , 6 6 2 $ 2 , 9 5 8 , 1 2 0 

1 17.206 107.471 9 2 , 8 5 8 9 1 , 3 7 8 78 ,042 
1,181 1,137 1.264 1,267 1,206 

38 .301 3 7 , 2 4 7 3 4 , 4 0 5 34 ,755 3 1 , 1 2 0 

3 .006 3 , 0 1 0 2 , 8 6 9 2 , 6 3 9 2 , 4 8 9 
N i l N i l N i l 1 N i l 
249 253 2 5 6 2 5 7 2 5 7 

t Ni l 4 4 2 

EVENTS 

P a flic accident deaths decreased by 10% — 127 less than last year. Increased and new charges lake 
total collections to SI75,932,1)56. Compulsory seat bell wearing introduced and sajely helmet wear­
ing lor motor cyclists made compulsory. Xew Metropolitan Regional Office building planned for 
Chullora. hour new Motor Registry buildings planned. 5.2% rise in motor vehicle registrations. 
Priority Road experiment begins on Victoria Road. 

On-line computer installed to record vehicle registration with great benefits already apparent. 7o 
collections $32.7 million over last year, as first lull year oj new charges lakes total collections 
S20H.6 million. Road authorities receive record Jigure ol $93.3 million. Original registrations oj 
brand-new vehicles rise In S ~"', over last year For /irst time total vehicle registrations exceed 
number of licensed drivers and riders. Seat belts /or cars registered ajler 1st January, 1965 now com-
pulsory Regional Office, two District Offices and two Motor Registries constructed. 

1 9 7 1 - 7 2 

Total Collections, at S2I9.6S7.367. exceeds previous year by $11.014.690 Disbursements to Road 
Authorities exceed $100,000,000 All charges and embargoes on the carriage oj goods by road were 
waived Irom 1st January. 1974. Motor Dealers Act 1974 assented to on 6th May. 1974. Registration 
ol brand new vehicles increased by 11.5%. Traffic control signal installations total 1.040. Data 
Processing centre established at Charlestown provides employment opportunities for Xewcaslle 
area Three new motor registry buildings completed. 

1 9 7 : 



Financial Results 

E X P L A N A T O R Y 

N A M E S A N D PURPOSES OF V A R I O U S F U N D S 

A m o u n t s co l lec ted by the Depar tmen t o f M o t o r Transpor t are. by law. paid in to separate 
Funds of the Treasury as descr ibed later They are app l ied as prescr ibed, main ly on 
act iv i t ies c lose ly re la ted to t raf f ic con t ro l and roads, and to mee t admin is t ra t i ve cos ts 
Subsequen t paragraphs descr ibe each Fund , summar i se resul ts for the repor t year and 
ind icate Append i ces con ta in ing deta i led f igures. 

INTERSTATE T R A D E 

Vehic les used exc lus ive ly for the purposes and in the course of in ters ta te t rade are not 
subject t o N e w S o u t h Wa les A c t s tha t require p a y m e n t o f mo to r vehic le reg is t ra t ion tax. 
Howeve r , vehic les so used m u s t be reg is tered and are sub jec t also to the Road 
Ma in tenance (Cont r ibu t ion) Act — descr ibed in s o m e deta i l later in the report They mus t 
c o m p l y w i t h roadwor th i ness requ i remen ts , and their dr ivers mus t observe the S ta te 's 
d r i v ing ru les 

T O T A L C O L L E C T I O N S 

Col lec t ions th is year w e r e S 2 1 9 . 6 8 7 . 3 6 7 w h i c h w a s $ 1 1 , 0 1 4 , 6 9 0 m o r e than last year 
Append i x 1 g ives deta i ls for each ma in head ing — vehic le reg is t ra t ion tax, t on -m i leage 
charges, reg is t ra t ion and l icence fees, th i rd par ty insurance p r e m i u m s and ad -va lo rem 
s t a m p d u t y o n cer ta in reg is t ra t ion cer t i f i ca tes 

T O T A L D I S B U R S E M E N T S 

Impor tan t i tems inc luded in the a m o u n t of $ 2 2 0 , 9 4 1 , 3 4 4 d isbursed du r ing the year are 

$ 
• Road Au tho r i t i es (Princ pal ly the Depa r tmen t 

of M a i n Roads) 1 0 0 . 0 9 5 , 1 6 0 
• G o v e r n m e n t Insurance Off ice — Th i rd Party 

P r e m i u m s co l lec ted 6 8 . 9 6 7 . 0 8 3 

• S t a m p Dut ies Off ice — A d - v a l o r e m s t a m p du ty 
o n cer ta in regist rat ion cer t i f i ca tes 7 . 1 5 2 . 1 0 5 

• Police Serv ices (Traff ic and M o t o r Regist ry dut ies) 1 5 . 4 3 0 , 1 0 4 
• Publ ic Transpor t Commiss ion of N e w S o u t h 

Wa les (Rail Div is ion) — F rom co l lec t ions f r om 
opera to rs of compe t i t i ve road journeys 1 . 3 0 0 . 0 0 0 

• This D e p a r t m e n t ' s cost o f ope ra t i on and 
admin i s t ra t i on 2 6 . 3 0 7 . 6 2 0 

Inc luded in the Depa r tmen t ' s cos ts o f adm in i s t r a t i on is an a m o u n t o f $ 5 , 9 4 5 , 3 7 1 
expended on the ins ta l la t ion and ma in tenance o f t raf f ic faci l i t ies. A more deta i led s u m m a r y 
of expend i tu re and a compar i son w i t h the prev ious year is set ou t in Append i x 2 . 

I 



M A I N R O A D S F U N D 

SOURCES OF REVENUE 

• M o t o r veh ic le reg is t ra t ion we igh t - t ax (as d is t inc t f r o m reg is t ra t ion fees — see Road 
Transpor t and Traf f ic Fund) paid on vehic les o ther than Publ ic Vehic les in the 
Transpor t D is t r i c ts W e i g h t tax on the lat ter vehic les is c red i ted to the Publ ic Vehic les 
Fund 

• Tax levy on all veh ic les w h i c h are subject to w e i g h t tax 

• Al l t on -m i l eage charges co l lec ted under the Road M a i n t e n a n c e (Cont r ibu t ion) Ac t . 

A P P L I C A T I O N 

The Fund mee ts , f r o m the vehic le reg is t ra t ion tax but not f r o m the t on -m i l eage charges 
m e n t i o n e d above — the cost of admin is te r ing the Road Ma in tenance (Cont r ibu t ion ) A c t . 
The ba lance, plus al l the t on -m i l eage charges, t h e n f o rms part of the i ncome of the Depart ­
m e n t of M a i n Roads. It is the pr inc ipa l source f r o m Sta te revenue (as d is t inc t f r o m C o m ­
m o n w e a l t h A id Road Funds) t o w a r d s the cost of ma in roads 

RESULTS FOR THE YEAR s 

Veh ic le Reg is t ra t ion w e i g h t tax (af ter Refunds) . 6 0 . 3 8 5 , 7 3 1 
Tax Levy 2 2 . 1 7 7 . 1 9 7 

To ta l tax revenue 8 2 , 5 6 2 , 9 2 8 

Less — Admin i s t ra t i ve cos ts (Road Ma in tenance) 2 . 9 6 9 . 6 4 8 

S 

Net tax p roceeds 7 9 , 5 9 3 , 2 8 0 

Ton -m i l eage charges (after Refunds) 1 9 . 7 2 9 , 7 9 0 

TOTAL (paid to M a m Roads Fund) 9 9 , 3 2 3 , 0 7 0 
Tax revenue and t on -m i l eage charges w e r e h igher than last year by 6 . 7 3 % and 7 7 2 % 
respect ive ly For i n fo rmat ion in detai l and a compar i son w i t h last y e a r s f igures see — 

• Append i x 1 for tax co l lec t ions ( inc lud ing tax on publ ic vehic les) . 

• Append i ces 1 and 7 for co l lec t ions under Road Ma in tenance (Cont r ibu t ion ) Ac t . 

R O A D T R A N S P O R T A N D T R A F F I C F U N D 

SOURCES OF REVENUE 

Al l fees (as d is t inc t f r om Tax — see "Main Roads Fund" ) for vehic le reg is t ra t ions, fees for 
dr iv ing l i cences and misce l laneous fees and charges, inc lud ing the c o m m i s s i o n paid by the 
Gove rnmen t Insurance Off ice on th i rd par ty insurance p r e m i u m s co l lec ted on its behal f 

A P P L I C A T I O N 

This is the Depa r tmen t ' s ma in operat ing Fund and f r o m it is paid the ma jo r po r t i on o f i ts 
cos ts o f admin i s t ra t i on Other impor tan t i t ems are — 

• Police serv ices (Traffic and Mo to r Regist ry du t ies) 

• Con t r ibu t ion t o w a r d s the cost of A m b u l a n c e Serv ices in N e w Sou th Wa les 

• Ins ta l la t ion and ma in tenance o f t raf f ic faci l i t ies 

RESULTS FOR THE YEAR. 

RECEIPTS 

S 
Reg is t ra t ion . Licence and other fees 3 3 . 3 3 5 . 9 9 0 
C o m m i s s i o n (on G.I.O. th i rd party insurance p rem iums) 9 4 1 , 6 6 7 
Sundry 1 . 5 8 1 . 7 7 8 

T O T A L 3 5 , 8 5 9 , 4 3 5 
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P A Y M E N T S 

S 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Costs (Depa r tmen t of M o t o r Transpor t ) 1 4 , 0 6 8 , 5 2 9 
Pol ice Serv ices (traff ic and m o t o r regist ry dut ies) 1 4 , 7 5 5 , 8 8 8 
Traf f ic Faci l i t ies 4 8 9 7 , 6 8 6 
Purchase of assets ( land, bu i l d ing , etc) 5 0 2 , 3 3 2 
Payment t o w a r d s the cost of A m b u l a n c e Services 7 5 0 . 0 0 0 
Con t r i bu t i on t o w a r d s traf f ic fac i l i t ies w o r k s - i n p rogress 

and l iabi l i ty under con t rac ts 8 8 5 . 0 0 0 
TOTAL 3 5 , 8 5 9 . 4 3 5 

A n aud i ted deta i led s ta tement w h i c h con ta ins compara t i ve f igures for last year appears as 
Append i x 3 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

1 Other Expendi ture on Admin is t ra t i ve Costs The a m o u n t s h o w n as "Adm in i s t r a t i ve 
Costs (Depa r tmen t of M o t o r T ranspo r t ) " does not cover all the Depa r tmen t ' s 
opera t ing expenses Further expend i tu re for par t icu lar act iv i t ies is met f r om the M a i n 
Roads Fund and the Sta te Transpor t (Co-ord ina t ion) Fund. 

2 . Cost of Pol ice Services It w a s poss ib le to pay $ 1 5 , 4 3 0 , 1 0 4 t o w a r d s the agreed 
cost o f Pol ice Services for 1 9 7 3 - 7 4 ( $ 1 6 . 8 5 5 . 4 1 1 ) Of the a m o u n t paid. $ 6 7 4 , 2 1 6 
w a s deb i ted to the Sta te Transpor t (Co-ord inat ion) Fund and $ 1 4 , 7 5 5 , 8 8 8 to the 
Road Transpor t and Traff ic Fund. 

Tumut Motor Registry opened 17th July. 1973. Costing $82,010 to build, the Tumut Motor 
Registry is a recent example of the properties now owned by the Department throughout the 
Stale. Funds for the purchase of such assets is met by the Road Transport and Traffic Fund 

P U B L I C V E H I C L E S F U N D 

E X P L A N A T O R Y 

U n d e r the T ranspor t A c t . buses, tax i -cabs , pr iva te hire cars and vans in three spec i f ied 
areas e m b r a c i n g Sydney. Newcas t le and W o l l o n g o n g . and de f ined as "Transpor t D is t r i c ts " 
are sub jec t to an add i t iona l reg is t ra t ion as we l l as o ther special . requ i rements , and cer ta in 
revenue der ived f r o m t h e m is payab le into a separate Fund — the Publ ic Vehic les Fund. 
The add i t iona l requ i rements in the three Transpor t Dis t r ic ts are descr ibed in the sect ion 
headed Commerc ia l Transpor t Serv ices 
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SOURCES OF REVENUE 

• W e i g h t tax pa id o n the reg is t ra t ion of pub l ic vehic les in Transpor t Dis t r ic ts 

• Fees for l icences for the bus services. These l icences are d is t inc t f r o m the l icence for 
the buses themse lves and are te rmed "serv ice l i cences" . 

A P P L I C A T I O N 

• Reduc t ion o f cap i ta l deb t of bus serv ices opera ted by the Publ ic Transpor t 
C o m m i s s i o n (Bus Div is ion) . The a m o u n t so appl ied is equal to hal f the a m o u n t 
co l lec ted as serv ice l icence fees for M e t r o p o l i t a n and Newcas t l e bus serv ices 

• Ass i s tance to au thor i t i es — ma in l y Counc i ls — respons ib le for roads used by 
the buses. This accoun ts for all the bus tax and the o ther half of the revenue f rom the 
service l icence fees 

• Payments t o w a r d s the cost of t raf f ic s ignals o f a m o u n t s received as reg is t ra t ion tax 
on publ ic veh ic les o ther than buses As regards o ther a m o u n t s spent on traf f ic 
s ignals see No te b e l o w 

RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 

RECEIPTS $ 

Tax (buses) 6 9 6 . 3 7 3 

Tax (o ther vehic les) 2 7 3 . 9 4 0 

Serv ice l icence fees 7 2 . 2 2 7 

Con t r i bu t i on by Road Transpor t and Traf f ic 
Fund t o w a r d s cost of t raf f ic fac i l i t ies 
wo rks -m-p rog ress and l iabi l i ty under con t rac t s 8 8 5 . 0 0 0 

TOTAL 1 , 9 2 7 . 5 4 0 

P A Y M E N T S 

Capi ta l deb t reduc t ion (bus serv ices — 

Publ ic Transpor t Commiss ion ) 3 2 , 0 7 2 

Ass is tance to road author i t ies 7 4 0 , 0 1 8 

Traf f ic s ignals 1 . 0 4 7 , 6 8 5 

T O T A L 1 , 8 1 9 , 7 7 5 

A ba lance o f $ 9 7 5 , 7 3 7 b rough t f o r w a r d f r om 1 9 7 2 - 7 3 w a s held in the Fund at the 
start of the year, and a ba lance of $ 1 . 0 8 3 . 5 0 2 rema ined as at 3 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 4 A n 
aud i ted de ta i led s t a temen t w h i c h con ta ins co r respond ing f igures for last year 
appears as Append i x 4 

NOTE 

Other Traf f ic S ignals Expendi ture - The a m o u n t s avai lable each year f r o m th i s Fund 
for t raf f ic s ignals, have for some years fa l len far shor t of tha t needed for s ignal w o r k 
on the cur ren t scale and the Road t r a n s p o r t and Traff ic Fund has p rov ided mos t o f 
the m o n e y for th is pu rpose 

S T A T E T R A N S P O R T ( C O - O R D I N A T I O N ) F U N D 

E X P L A N A T O R Y 

The S ta te T ranspor t (Co-ord ina t ion) Ac t regulates in t rasta te commerc i a l passenger-
carry ing and goods -ca r ry ing t ranspor t services. The A c t and admin is t ra t i ve pol ic ies in 
regard to it are dea l t w i t h ful ly in a later sect ion headed C o m m e r c i a l Transpor t Serv ices. 

S O U R C E S OF REVENUE 

Revenue is de r i ved f r o m fees for l icences and pe rm i t s issued under the Ac t Fines and 
Court a w a r d s ar is ing f r o m breaches of the Ac t and Regu la t ions are also paid in to the Fund. 

Up to 3 1 s t December , 1 9 7 3 , revenue w a s also ob ta ined f r o m charges imposed for cer ta in 
lourneys by goods vehic les w h i c h c o m p e t e d w i t h rail services, but f o l l o w i n g a Gove rnmen t 
dec is ion , charges we re d iscon t inued for j ou rneys opera ted af ter t ha t da te . 
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A P P L I C A T I O N 

Af te r the cost of admin is te r ing the Ac t has been me t p a y m e n t s are made to the funds of 
the G o v e r n m e n t ra i lway and bus serv ices The Ac t enables s imi lar p a y m e n t s to be made t o 
the coun t r y sect ion of the M a i n Roads Fund. 

RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 

RECEIPTS 

Charges (goods) 

$ 
6 1 7 . 9 4 4 

2 , 5 0 8 . 8 4 9 
1 6 . 1 9 6 
5 5 . 7 7 4 

T O T A L 3 . 1 9 8 . 7 6 3 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e cos ts (Dept o f S 

2 , 3 8 5 . 9 1 7 

Police Serv ices ( traf f ic and 
6 7 4 . 2 1 6 

5 4 . 0 1 2 
3 , 1 1 4 , 1 4 5 

Paymen ts to revenue o f — 
Ra i lways 
G o v e r n m e n t Bus Serv ices 

1 .300 0 0 0 
5 4 0 

1 . 3 0 0 . 5 4 0 

T O T A L 4 . 4 1 4 . 6 8 5 

A ba lance of S I . 8 7 7 . 9 6 2 b rough t f o rwa rd f r o m 1 9 7 2 - 7 3 w a s held in the Fund at the 
star t o f the year , and a ba lance o f $ 6 6 2 , 0 4 0 rema ined as at 3 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 4 A n 
aud i ted de ta i led s ta temen t w h i c h also g ives c o m p a r i s o n w i t h last year 's f igures 
appears as Append i x 6 

R O A D M A I N T E N A N C E C H A R G E S 

E X P L A N A T O R Y 

Mi leage Charges Payable. The Road M a i n t e n a n c e (Cont r ibu t ion) Ac t . w h i c h b e c a m e 
opera t ive f r o m 1st May , 1 9 5 8 requires the o w n e r of a c o m m e r c i a l goods vehic le w i t h a 
load capac i t y exceed ing four tons to pay a charge t o w a r d s c o m p e n s a t i o n for wear and tear 
caused by the veh ic le to the publ ic s t reets The rate of charge per mi le is f i ve -e igh teen ths 
of a cen t per ton of the s u m o f the tare o f the vehic le p lus 4 0 per cent of its load capac i ty . It 
is payab le for in te rs ta te as we l l as in t ras ta te journeys and for e m p t y as we l l as loaded 
runn ing 

Proceeds Used for Roads. M o n e y s co l lec ted under au thor i t y of th is Ac t are pa id : — 

(a) one- f i f th in to the Coun ty of Cumber land M a i n Roads Fund to the credi t of an account 
ca l led " T h e Roads Ma in tenance A c c o u n t " This m o n e y may be app l ied only on 
ma in tenance o f pub l ic s t reets inside the Coun ty o f Cumber land and inc ludes g ran ts 
t o Mun ic ipa l i t i es and Shires for tha t pu rpose 

(b) four - f i f ths in to the Coun t ry M a i n Roads Fund to the credi t of an account ca l led " T h e 
Roads M a i n t e n a n c e A c c o u n t " This m o n e y may be appl ied only on ma in tenance of 
pub l ic s t reets ou ts ide the Coun ty of Cumber land and inc ludes g ran ts to 
Mun ic ipa l i t i es and Shires for tha t purpose. 

Admin i s t ra t i ve Charges not Deduc ted . Admin i s t r a t i ve cos ts are not paid for out of road 
ma in tenance charge co l lec t ions They are m e t f r om vehic le reg is t ra t ion tax p a y m e n t s to 
the M a i n Roads Fund 

Admin i s t ra t i ve Pol ic ies. The ma in po in t s of prac t ices f o l l o w e d in admin i s t ra t i on and 
en fo r cemen t of the Ac t are desc r ibed in a later sec t ion headed Commerc ia l Transpor t Ser­
v ices 
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RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 

RECEIPTS 

As a t or for 
year ended 
30th June: 

1 9 7 4 
1 9 7 3 

Vehicles Registered 
in this State for 
Intrastate usage 

Charges 
received 

S 

1 2 . 9 6 4 . 8 4 4 

1 2 . 4 4 9 . 3 3 6 

% o f 
Total 

65 .6 
67 .7 

Vehicles Registered 
in other States and 

Registered in this 
State for Interstate 

usage only. 

Charges 
received 

$ 

6 . 8 0 7 . 0 1 0 
5 . 9 2 7 . 5 0 2 

% of 
Total 

3 4 4 

3 2 . 3 

Total 

Charges 
received 
(gross) 

S 

1 9 . 7 7 1 . 8 5 4 

1 8 , 3 7 6 . 8 3 8 

Increase in 
collections 

5 1 5 . 5 0 8 
(4 14%) 

8 7 9 . 5 0 8 

(14 .88%) 

1 . 3 9 5 , 0 1 6 

(7 59%) 

Append i x 7 s h o w s receipts m o n t h by m o n t h and the net rece ip ts after d e d u c t i n g 
re funds 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E COSTS 

Year ended 
3 0 t h June 

1 9 7 4 
1 9 7 3 

Cost 

Total a m o u n t 

S 
2 . 9 6 9 6 4 8 
2 . 9 9 1 . 2 9 8 

A s % o f 
Co l lec t ions 

15 0 2 
16 3 

Append ix 8 gives deta i ls under a range of expend i tu re headings 



Policy Developments 
and Legal Activities 

C O N T I N U I N G P O L I C I E S 

Reference to es tab l ished pol ic ies appl icab le to par t icu lar act iv i t ies w h i c h con t inued w i t h ­
out subs tan t ia l change are inc luded in the ind iv idual sec t ions o f th is report dea l ing w i t h 
such ac t iv i t ies — for examp le , pol ic ies dea l ing w i t h p remises and e q u i p m e n t are m e n ­
t ioned in the sec t ion headed Other Func t ions , Staf f Premises and Equ ipmen t and c o m m e r ­
cia l g o o d s t ranspor t po l ic ies in the sec t ion headed Commerc ia l Transpor t Services. Infor­
ma t i on of a m o r e genera l character f o l l o w s i m m e d i a t e l y , w i t h emphas i s on d e v e l o p m e n t 
th is year 

Regional B ranches . The Sta te has been d iv ided in to a number of admin is t ra t i ve reg ions 
each under the con t ro l o f a Regional Super in tenden t w h o is responsib le to the C o m m i s s ­
ioner for the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n w i t h i n the reg ion of leg is la t ion admin is te red by the Depar t ­
ment , the d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f ma t t e r s ar is ing local ly in the opera t ion of publ ic and o ther 
mo to r vehic les and their dr ivers , and the con t ro l and m a n a g e m e n t of Depa r tmen ta l M o t o r 
Regist r ies and t h e act iv i t ies of D e p a r t m e n t a l Of f icers genera l ly w i t h i n the reg ion. The 

L NT* 

TV , 

OS?* 

ill 1 £ I" 
Following research conducted by the Traffic Accident Research Unit which demonstrated a 
serious lack of understanding of the "drink/driving" laws, the unit conducted a public informa­
tion campaign prior to. and during, the 1973-74 Christmas/Sew Year period. The all-media 
campaign stressed the consequences of arrest following excessive drinking then driving. The 
picture shows a media-kit distributed throughout the State before the campaign. 



Depa r tmen t ' s reg ional admin is t ra t ive s t ruc tu re has been progress ive ly re in forced by the 
prov is ion of add i t i ona l staff w i th in each Regional Branch. Of f ices for reg ional head­
quar ters and d is t r ic t o f f ices have been cons t ruc ted in the reg ions s ince the scheme began 

Other Pol icy Ac t iv i t ies . A n u m b e r of o ther po l icy ma t t e r s w e r e deal t w i t h Fo l l ow ing 
es tab l ished prac t ice , o ther Gove rnmen t Depa r tmen ts or Trade Organ isa t ions we re con­
su l ted as necessary In s o m e cases dec is ions reached w e r e re f lec ted in n e w leg is la t ion or 
regu la t ions ou t l i ned on f o l l ow ing pages In add i t ion , p rogress w a s made on o ther po l icy 
ques t ions Examples, inc lud ing some on w h i c h w o r k is st i l l in progress at the end o f the 
report year, are the convers ion to Met r ic t e rms of var ious we igh ts , measures and speeds 
prov ided for in the var ious A c t s and Regu la t ions admin is te red by the Depa r tmen t and an 
a l tera t ion to the m e a n i n g of " S t o p " s igns 

Traff ic Acc iden t Research U n i t I n fo rma t ion in respect of th is ac t iv i ty w i l l be found later in 
the Report under Traf f ic Safety Ac t i v i t ies 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L T R A I N I N G S C H E M E S 

One t ra inee f r o m Papua N e w Guinea, at the request o f the P.N G D e p a r t m e n t of Trans­
por t , w a s g iven ins t ruc t ion in the on - the - j ob t ra in ing be ing used in d i f ferent areas of the 
Depa r tmen t to ins t ruct n e w l y appo in ted or new ly p r o m o t e d of f icers in the rou t ines of their 
w o r k 

A po l icy con t i nued this year has been t o ar range p r o g r a m m e s for b roaden ing the k n o w ­
ledge of Fe l lows w h o are s tudy ing in Aus t ra l ia under var ious in ternat iona l t ra in ing 
schemes Du r i ng the report year a r rangements w e r e made for one C o l o m b o Plan Fel low 
f rom Tha i land to be g iven an ins ight in to the D epa r tmen t ' s act iv i t ies. 

P U B L I C R E L A T I O N S 

The press, rad io and te lev is ion ne tworks made w i d e use of the D epa r tm en t ' s Publ ic 
Relat ions service du r ing the year Pract ical ly every aspect of the D e p a r t m e n t ' s act iv i t ies , 
par t icu lar ly those assoc ia ted w i t h t raf f ic con t ro l and safety, received publ ic i ty . 

C O M M I T T E E S A N D C O N F E R E N C E S 

G E N E R A L PRACTICE 

The Depa r tmen t is assoc ia ted w i t h several impo r t an t po l icy c o m m i t t e e s and con fe rences , 
and . in add i t ion , in f o l l ow ing i ts we l l -es tab l i shed pract ice o f ob ta in i ng the v i ews o f o ther 
bodies such as G o v e r n m e n t Depa r tmen ts . Counci ls and indus t ry o rgan isa t ions w h e n 
par t icu lar pol icy ma t t e r s are be ing cons idered, con tac t is ma in ta ined on a c o m m i t t e e basis. 
I n fo rma t ion about some of these c o m m i t t e e s and conferences f o l l ows 

A U S T R A L I A N T R A N S P O R T A D V I S O R Y C O U N C I L 

Counci l 's Cons t i t u t i on and Funct ions. The Aus t ra l ian Transpor t Adv i so r y Counci l p rov ides 
C o m m o n w e a l t h w i d e con tac t at Min is ter ia l level on major p r o b l e m s o f t ranspor t and traf f ic 
admin is t ra t ion The Cha i rman is the Aus t ra l i an M in is te r for Transpor t and the respect ive 
Sta te M in i s te rs for Transpor t are m e m b e r s 

This Year 's Mee t i ngs . The Counc i l he ld i ts 4 0 t h M e e t i n g on 2 6 t h Ju ly , 1 9 7 3 in Canberra, 
4 1 s t M e e t i n g on 2 n d November . 1 9 7 3 in Sydney and 4 2 n d M e e t i n g o n 2 2 n d February, 
1 9 7 4 in M e l b o u r n e I tems af fect ing th is Depa r tmen t w h i c h we re cons ide red at the mee t ­
ings inc luded Repor ts on the Adv isory C o m m i t t e e on Vehic le Per fo rmance, Adv iso ry 
C o m m i t t e e on Safety in Vehic le Design. Aus t ra l ian M o t o r Vehic le Cer t i f i ca t ion Board and 
Adv isory C o m m i t t e e on Road User Per fo rmance and Traffic Codes Sub jec ts d iscussed 
inc luded un i f o rm i t y in Road Traffic Legis la t ion, l icensing and reg is t ra t ion o f m o t o r 
mechan ics , de fec t s in n e w cars, t ravel concess ions to pens ioners and pa rk ing for d isab led 
persons 

Subord ina te Bodies. The subord ina te bod ies of the Counci l w i t h w h i c h this D e p a r t m e n t 
has c lose connec t ions are the Adv isory C o m m i t t e e on Vehic le Per fo rmance, the Adv iso ry 
C o m m i t t e e on Safety in Vehic le Design, the Aus t ra l ian M o t o r Veh ic le Cer t i f i ca t ion Board 
and the Adv iso ry C o m m i t t e e o n Road User Per formance and Traff ic Codes Of f icers of the 
Depa r tmen t are the N e w Sou th Wa les representa t ives on the C o m m i t t e e s and Board 
men t i oned 

Adv isory C o m m i t t e e on Vehic le Per fo rmance. The func t ion of th is C o m m i t t e e is to advise 
the Aus t ra l ian Transpor t Adv isory Counci l on the " o n road s tandards and e q u i p m e n t of 
m o t o r vehic les and their loads " The C o m m i t t e e compr ises de lega tes represent ing the 
Aus t ra l ian Road Transpor t Federat ion, the Federal Chamber of A u t o m o t i v e Indust r ies, the 
Aus t ra l ian A u t o m o b i l e Assoc ia t ion , the Soc ie ty of A u t o m o t i v e Engineers, the Transpor t 
W o r k e r s Un ion , the Ci ty Transi t Conference, the Sta te Transpor t M in is te rs , the Aus t ra l i an 
M in is te r for Transpor t , the Min is ter for the Nor the rn Terr i tory and the Min is ter for t h e 
Capi ta l Terr i tory 

A s u b - c o m m i t t e e of th is C o m m i t t e e w a s appo in ted for the purpose o f examin ing func t ion ­
al requ i rements o f a Taxi as a special vehic le for the t ranspor t of passengers. 



Research py th is Depa r tmen t ' s Traf f ic Acc i den t Research Un i t con t r ibu tes s ign i f icant ly to 
the de l ibera t ions of the C o m m i t t e e w h i c h held mee t ings on f ive occas ions du r ing the year; 
the Taxi s u b - c o m m i t t e e held t w o mee t ings 

Adv isory C o m m i t t e e on Safety in Vehic le Des ign . The func t ion o f th is C o m m i t t e e is to ad ­
vise the Aus t ra l ian Transport Adv isory Counci l on "sa fe ty s tandards in respect o f the 
des ign o f mo to r veh ic les " It compr ises de legates represent ing the Vehic le S t ruc tu res 
Safety B ranch . Aus t ra l ian D e p a r t m e n t o f Transpor t , the Aus t ra l ian Road Research Board , 
the Confe rence of State Traff ic Cont ro l Engineers, the Federal Chamber o f A u t o m o t i v e 
Indust r ies, the Nat iona l Heal th and Med ica l Research Counci l , the Ins t i tu te o f Engineers o f 
Aust ra l ia and the S tand ing C o m m i t t e e of Adv ise rs 

Aus t ra l ian M o t o r Vehicle Cer t i f i ca t ion Boa rd . This C o m m i t t e e compr i ses one nominee o f 
each Min is te r ia l m e m b e r of the Aus t ra l ian Transport Adv isory Counci l I ts pr inc ipa l func t ­
ion is to issue Cert i f icates of Compl iance w i t h the Aus t ra l ian Des ign Rules for M o t o r 
Vehic le Safety in respect o f ind iv idua l types o f mode ls of mo to r vehic les W h e n a vehic le 
comp l ies w i t h all appl icable Des ign Rules, a Compl iance Plate is issued. The Sta te and 
Terr i tory reg is ter ing author i t ies recogn ise the Comp l i ance Plates as ev idence that a vehic le 
comp l i es w i t h such Design Rules w h i c h that S ta te has dec ided are a pre- requis i te t o 
reg is t ra t ion in that State 

Adv isory C o m m i t t e e on Road User Per fo rmance and Traff ic Codes. The Aus t ra l ian Trans­
por t Adv i so ry Counc i l es tab l ished this C o m m i t t e e to rev iew and advise on the Nat iona l 
Road Traff ic Code, to achieve i m p r o v e m e n t in the pe r fo rmance o f dr ivers and t o fu r ther 
un i fo rm i t y b e t w e e n States. 

M e e t i n g s w e r e held in Me lbou rne in September . 1 9 7 3 , in Canberra in January , 1 9 7 4 , and 
in M e l b o u r n e in May , 1 9 7 4 

As we l l as cons ider ing the adop t i on of var ious traff ic rules, the C o m m i t t e e deal t w i t h such 
ma t t e r s as the change in the mean ing o f " S t o p " s igns, met r ic convers ion of speed l imi ts 
and traf f ic regu la t ions general ly, safety o f b icycle r iders, i n t roduc t i on of c lassi f ied l icences 
for the r iders of m o t o r cyc les and med ica l examina t i ons for dr ivers 

CONFERENCE OF STATE R O A D T R A N S P O R T A U T H O R I T I E S 

The annual mee t i ng of representa t ives o f the t ranspor t au thor i t i es f r o m each Sta te and 
f rom N e w Zea land w a s held t o consider deve lopmen ts and p rob lems of c o m m o n concern , 
to share exper iences in these ma t t e r s and to deve lop and ma in ta in , as far as possible, 
un i fo rm admin is t ra t i ve pol icies. 

The 2 4 t h Confe rence was held in Sydney f rom 1 9 t h to 2 1 s t Ma rch , 1 9 7 4 . Topics 
d iscussed inc luded n e w leg is la t ion in t roduced by the var ious au thor i t ies since the prev­
ious mee t i ng , a number o f ma t t e r s conce rn ing the carr iage of g o o d s by road and pass­
enger t ranspor t services, var ious aspects re la t ing to the p a y m e n t o f road ma in tenance 
charges, the pos i t ion reached in met r ic convers ion , and traf f ic safety measures 

TRAFFIC A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E 

Since i ts incep t ion in 1 9 6 4 , The Traff ic Adv isory C o m m i t t e e has con t i nued to act ive ly 
pursue its char ter to advise the M in is te r for Transpor t regard ing any t raf f ic ma t t e r s w h i c h 
the M in is te r may refer to it Fu r the rmore , the C o m m i t t e e may of its o w n m o t i o n examine 
any ma t te r per t inent to the m o v e m e n t of t raf f ic w h i c h is cons idered to war ran t invest i ­
gat ion I ts pr inc ipa l func t ion is to f o rmu la te p lans to rel ieve traf f ic conges t ion and p r o m o t e 
the free m o v e m e n t o f traff ic 

The C o m m i t t e e compr ises the Commiss ioner for M o t o r Transpor t (Chai rman) , the C o m m i s ­
s ioner (Bus Div is ion) Public Transpor t C o m m i s s i o n of N e w S o u t h W a l e s , the C o m m i s ­
s ioner for M a i n Roads, the Commiss ione r o f Pol ice and the Cha i rman o f the S ta te Plan­
n ing A u t h o r i t y In add i t ion , the C o m m i t t e e may co -op t any o ther au tho r i t y as may be 
necessary f r om t ime to t ime for examp le a City, Mun i c i pa l , or Sh i re Counci l in re la t ion to a 
mat te r a f fec t ing i ts area 

A s we l l as C learway rest r ic t ions be ing ex tended to a fur ther four leng ths o f r oadway and 
the hours for C learways genera l ly be ing s tandard ised , the C o m m i t t e e ' s act iv i t ies, du r ing 
the year under rev iew, inc luded invest iga t ions and p repara t ions for exper imen ta l in t ro­
duc t i on of an exc lus ive bus lane in Par r iw i . Spi t and Mi l i t a ry Roads in the Spi t — Cremorne 
J u n c t i o n area t o improve the m o v e m e n t o f t raf f ic in tha t d is t r ic t , par t icu lar ly du r ing the 
m o r n i n g peak per iod . 

TAX I A D V I S O R Y COUNCIL 

The Counc i l w a s establ ished in 1 9 6 6 by the M in is te r for Transpor t t o advise h i m on 
mat te rs of po l icy re la t ing to t h e tax i -cab indus t ry in the Me t ropo l i t an . Newcas t l e and 
W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t Dis t r ic ts Its m e m b e r s are the Commiss ioner for Transpor t (Chair­
man) , the Commiss ione r o f Pol ice, the Under Secretary, M in is t r y of Transpor t , and repres­
enta t ives o f tax i cab owners , tax i -cab dr ivers and the publ ic . 

Counci l 's act iv i t ies dur ing the year inc luded a comprehens ive»rev iew o f tax i -cab fares in the 
three Transpor t Dis t r ic ts resu l t ing in an increase in h i r ing charges for tax i -cabs The 
increased fares w i l l take e f fec t o n 1st Sep tember . 1 9 7 4 



A con t i nu ing f unc t i on of the Counci l is to ensure tha t services by tax i -cabs are adequa te to 
meet pub l ic needs Resul t ing f r om r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f Counc i l . 1 3 8 add i t i ona l tax i -cab 
l icences w e r e issued to p rov ide improved tax i -cab fac i l i t ies for res idents of the Me t ro ­
po l i tan Transpor t D is t r ic t and three add i t iona l l icences for the Newcas t l e area. In add i t ion , 
a pr iva te hire car at W e s t Wa l l send w a s conve r ted t o a tax i -cab . 

It w a s ev ident tha t the cos ts incurred by radio soc ie t ies in p rov id ing fac i l i t ies we re increas­
ing rapidly. Dur ing the year Counci l r ev iewed proposa ls by three radio g roups to 
a m a l g a m a t e w i t h o ther radio organ isa t ions and the a r rangemen t by ano ther t w o radio co­
opera t ives to prov ide a c o m b i n e d service at n ight . 

TRAFFIC SAFETY C O U N C I L 

The counc i l compr i ses the Commiss ioner for M o t o r Transpor t as Cha i rman and eight m e m ­
bers appo in ted by the Governor under the prov is ions of the Traf f ic Safety Ac t as repres­
en ta t i ves of var ious c o m m u n i t y sectors I ts f unc t i on is to advise the Commiss ioner in the 
d ischarge of his t raf f ic safety responsib i l i t ies. 

PUBLICITY A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E FOR E D U C A T I O N IN R O A D SAFETY 

This is a C o m m i t t e e compr i s i ng representa t ives o f each Sta te traf f ic sa fe ty educa t i on 
au thor i t y and the Aus t ra l i an Depa r tmen t of Transpor t . I ts f unc t i on is to p roduce and 
i m p l e m e n t co -o rd ina ted plans for the p roduc t i on and d is t r i bu t ion o f t ra f f ic safety educa­
t ion mater ia l used nat iona l ly and paid for ou t o f Aus t ra l ian G o v e r n m e n t funds. 

P A R K I N G A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E 

Func t ions . Under t h e Local Gove rnmen t A c t . Parking Adv iso ry C o m m i t t e e s have been 
appo in ted , at the request of the ind iv idual Counc i ls concerned , for a n u m b e r o f areas w i t h 
special t raf f ic and park ing p rob lems. Their f unc t i on is t o prov ide a means o f regular 
d iscuss ion and exchange o f v i ewpo in t s b e t w e e n Counc i ls and the Sta te G o v e r n m e n t 
au thor i t ies specia l ly concerned w i t h road traf f ic and t ranspor t — that is. th is Depa r tmen t , 
the Pol ice and , w h e r e Gove rnmen t bus serv ices may be a f fec ted , the Publ ic Transpor t 
C o m m i s s i o n (Bus Div is ion) . 

The Park ing Adv iso ry C o m m i t t e e for the Ci ty of Sydney (cons t i tu ted in 1 9 5 4 ) w a s the f irst 
c o m m i t t e e appo in ted Other Parking Adv iso ry C o m m i t t e e s w h i c h have func t ioned for s o m e 
t ime are those for the c i t ies of Newcas t le . W o l l o n g o n g and T a m w o r t h and the 
Mun ic ipa l i t i es o f Nor th Sydney. Man ly . Woo l l ah ra . Waver ley . B u r w o o d and St ra th f ie ld . 

Hav ing regard to the d e m a n d s of m o v i n g traf f ic, the C o m m i t t e e s al locate kerbspace in 
st reets equ i tab ly b e t w e e n the var ious t ypes of kerbspace users. 

Under the Local G o v e r n m e n t A c t each Parking Adv iso ry C o m m i t t e e is requ i red to submi t 
its o w n annua l report . Their act iv i t ies, there fo re , are not de ta i led here 

This D e p a r t m e n t ' s Role. The Depa r tmen t con t i nued to con t r i bu te to the w o r k of Park ing 
Adv isory C o m m i t t e e s by par t i c ipa t ing in f o r m u l a t i n g pol icy and in p rov id ing and erec t ing 
s igns to give ef fect to C o m m i t t e e decis ions. 

U R B A N R E G I O N A L T R A N S P O R T A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E 

The C o m m i t t e e compr i ses the Chief Commiss ioner . Publ ic Transpor t C o m m i s s i o n 
(Chai rman) , Commiss ioner for M o t o r Transpor t . Commiss ione r o f Pol ice, President o f the 
M a r i t i m e Serv ices Board , Commiss ioner for M a i n Roads. Cha i rman of the Sta te P lanning 
Au tho r i t y , and the Under Secretary, M in i s t r y of Transpor t . 

The C o m m i t t e e ' s func t ion is to assist in the co -o rd ina t ion o f u rban t ranspor ta t i on p lann ing 
w i t h land-use p lann ing in the Sta te of N e w Sou th W a l e s , to ident i fy and advise w a y s and 
means of ensur ing o p t i m u m and ef f ic ient use o f ex is t ing and fu tu re t ranspor t modes , 
sys tems and cor r idors , and to under take any tasks a l located f r o m t ime to t ime . 

It repor ts d i rect ly to the M in is te r for Transpor t and the M in is te r for Local Gove rnmen t and 
H ighways . 

SYDNEY A R E A T R A N S P O R T A T I O N STUDY 

This Depa r tmen t is at present eva lua t ing the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s made by the S tudy w h i c h 
c o m e w i t h i n the scope of th is Depa r tmen t ' s act iv i t ies. 

T R A N S P O R T C H A R G E S A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E 

This C o m m i t t e e w a s es tab l ished in 1 9 6 8 on the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f the Transpor t Charges 
(Count ry Indust r ies) C o m m i t t e e and c o m p r i s e d a representa t ive of th is D e p a r t m e n t (Chair­
man) and representa t ives respect ive ly o f the Publ ic T ranspor t C o m m i s s i o n (Rai l D iv is ion) , 
the M in i s t r y o f T ranspor t , and the D e p a r t m e n t of Decen t ra l i sa t ion and D e v e l o p m e n t 

The C o m m i t t e e , w h i c h w a s required to e x a m i n e ma t t e r s re fer red to it by the C o m m i s ­
sioner conce rn ing the admin i s t ra t i on of the Sta te Transpor t (Co-ord inat ion) A c t as it 
referred to p r o b l e m s conce rn ing the carr iage o f goods to and f rom decent ra l i sed indust r ies . 



ceased f unc t i on i ng on 3 1 s t December . 1 9 7 3 . w h e n all charges under the Ac t w e r e w a i v e d 
Detai ls regard ing the e l im ina t ion o f charges appears later in th is repor t in the sect ion 
headed C o m m e r c i a l T ranspor t Serv ices. 

S T A N D I N G C O M M I T T E E ON D R O U G H T RELIEF 

This D e p a r t m e n t is represented on the S tand ing C o m m i t t e e on D r o u g h t Relief w h i c h is an 
i n te r -depar tmen ta l body appo in ted for the purpose o f adv is ing the Cabinet S u b - C o m m i t t e e 
on D r o u g h t Relief 

It compr i ses representa t ives , respect ive ly , of the Depa r tmen ts of Agr i cu l tu re (Chair­
man) . M o t o r T ranspor t . Decent ra l i sa t ion and Deve lopmen t . Treasury, the W a t e r Conser­
va t ion and I r r iga t ion C o m m i s s i o n , the Closer S e t t l e m e n t Adv isory Board , the W e s t e r n 
Lands C o m m i s s i o n and the Publ ic Transpor t C o m m i s s i o n (Rail Div is ion). 

O M N I B U S A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E 

The C o m m i t t e e , w h i c h has f unc t i oned since 1 9 6 7 . w a s es tab l ished t o advise t h e 
Commiss ione r on ma t t e r s re la t ing to the opera t ion of pr ivate ly o w n e d mo to r o m n i b u s 
serv ices w i t h i n the M e t r o p o l i t a n . Newcas t l e and W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t Dis t r ic ts w i t h 
par t icu lar re ference to -
• App l i ca t i ons for ex tens ion or reduc t ion of serv ices, a l te ra t ions to schedu les , 
rev iew o f t ime tab les and n e w services in those cases w h e r e such app l i ca t ions m igh t 
involve con f l i c t ing in terests , or w h e r e the publ ic in terest m i g h t be invo lved 
• The ma in tenance and i m p r o v e m e n t of the s tandard o f service t o the publ ic 
• A n y o ther ma t te r a f fec t ing the pr ivate o m n i b u s indus t ry general ly . 

The C o m m i t t e e compr i ses the Ass is tan t Commiss ioner for M o t o r Transpor t (Cha i rman) , 
the M e t r o p o l i t a n Regional Supe r in tenden t of the Depa r tmen t o f M o t o r T ranspor t , t w o 
representa t i ves o f the Bus Propr ie to rs Assoc ia t i on ( N S W . ) and an of f icer o f the Transpor t 
W o r k e r s U n i o n w h o represents emp loyees of the pr ivate o m n i b u s industry . M e e t i n g s o f the 
C o m m i t t e e we re held at regular in tervals dur ing the repor t year. 

Fur ther i n f o r m a t i o n abou t the opera t i on o f pr iva te bus serv ices appears later in the sect ion 
headed C o m m e r c i a l T ranspor t Serv ices 

C O M M I T T E E OF REVIEW — PENSIONER S U B S I D Y S C H E M E 

Concur ren t l y w i t h the i n t roduc t i on o n 1 st M a r c h . 1 9 6 8 of the Pensioner Subs idy S c h e m e a 
C o m m i t t e e of Rev iew w a s es tab l ished to e x a m i n e and make r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s in respect 
of app l i ca t ions f r o m bus opera to rs w h o cons idered that the a m o u n t s o f subs idy paid by the 
Gove rnmen t d id not adequate ly c o m p e n s a t e t h e m for revenue losses f rom concess ion 
fares for pens ioners . 

The m e m b e r s are the Secre tary . Depa r tmen t o f M o t o r Transpor t (Chai rman) , and one 
representa t ive each f r o m the Bus Propr ie to rs Assoc ia t i on ( N S W ) and the M in is t r y of 
Transpor t . 

The C o m m i t t e e me t on three occas ions du r ing the report year t o examine 2 5 app l i ca t ions 
— invo lv ing 3 8 services. A r i s ing f r o m the C o m m i t t e e ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , increases in 
ind iv idua l subs id ies w e r e g ran ted in respect o f 3 6 services, w h i l s t in t w o cases, as no t yet 
d e t e r m i n e d , the C o m m i t t e e requested that fu r ther i n fo rma t i on be supp l ied . 

T O U R I S T VEHICLE A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E 

S ince i ts f o r m a t i o n in M a r c h . 1 9 6 7 . the Tour is t Vehic le Adv iso ry C o m m i t t e e has con t i nued 
to func t ion as required to advise the Commiss ioner on ma t t e r s of po l icy regard ing the 
opera t i on o f tour is t vehic le serv ices Ma t t e r s referred to the C o m m i t t e e inc lude proposa ls 
for n e w or a l te red tou rs and the ques t ion o f l icensing add i t iona l tour is t veh ic les 

M e m b e r s of the C o m m i t t e e are the Ass is tan t Commiss ioner for M o t o r Transpor t (Chair­
man) , the M a n a g e r o f Tour is t Services. Depa r tmen t o f Tour i sm and a representa t ive of 
tour is t vehic le opera to rs 

NEW LEGISLATION 

M o t o r Veh ic les (Taxat ion) and M o t o r Vehic les Taxat ion M a n a g e m e n t ( A m e n d m e n t ) A c t 
1 9 7 3 . Th is Ac t . assented to on 2 0 t h December . 1 9 7 3 . a m e n d s the M o t o r Veh ic les 
(Taxat ion) A c t . 1 9 7 1 . to p rov ide for a reduc t ion in the a m o u n t o f reg is t ra t ion w e i g h t tax 
payab le on a p r imary p roducer ' s m o t o r lorry, t rac tor or t ra i ler f r o m 6 6 2 / 3 % t o 5 0 % o f the 
no rma l bus iness rate. The reduced tax w a s app l ied to reg is t ra t ions and renewals of regist­
ra t ions w h i c h c o m m e n c e d on or af ter 1st Oc tober . 1 9 7 3 . 

The leg is la t ion also a m e n d s the M o t o r Vehic les Taxat ion M a n a g e m e n t A c t . 1 9 4 9 . to 
prov ide for the p a y m e n t of pr iva te ( ins tead o f business) rates o f reg is t ra t ion tax for cars and 
trai lers held by second -hand mo to r dealers for resale, and for vehic les o w n e d pr ivate ly by 
publ ic servants and emp loyees o f counc i ls and s ta tu to ry bodies and also used in the course 



of e m p l o y m e n t . It a lso p rov ides for the reduc t ion of, or e x e m p t i o n f r o m , reg is t ra t ion tax in 
respect of cer ta in veh ic les o w n e d by counc i ls and organ isa t ions invo lved in civi l de fence 
work . 

M o t o r Traff ic and Transpor t ( A m e n d m e n t ) A c t 1 9 7 4 . This leg is la t ion , w h i c h w a s assented 
to on 1 9 t h Apr i l , 1 9 7 4 and p roc la imed to c o m m e n c e on 1st Ju l y . 1 9 7 4 . prov ides for the 
convers ion to me t r i c t e rms of speed l imi ts in the M o t o r Traf f ic Ac t . Min is ter ia l d i rec t i ons 
for speed zon ing issued pursuant to tha t Ac t , and the Transpor t A c t . 

The A c t p rov ides for the convers ion of the 3 5 m p h speed l imi t in bu i l t - up areas to 6 0 k m / h 
( 3 7 . 3 mph) and the 5 0 m p h pr ima facie l imi t ou ts ide bu i l t -up areas to 8 0 k m / h (49 .7 
mph) It a lso p rov ides that whe re speed zon ing has been app l ied by d i rec t ion o f the 
M in is te r for Transpor t , a speed l imit in mi les per hour is regarded as be ing expressed in 
k i lomet res per hour in accordance w i t h the f o l l ow ing table — 

3 5 . 4 0 m p h — 6 0 k m / h ( 3 7 . 3 mph) 
4 5 . 5 0 m p h — 8 0 k m / h (49 .7 mph) 
55 , 6 0 m p h — 1 0 0 k m / h (62 1 m p h ) 
6 5 . 7 0 m p h — 1 1 0 k m / h ( 6 8 . 3 m p h ) 

M o t o r Dealers Ac t , 1 9 7 4 . This A c t . w h i c h w a s assented to on 6 th May. 1 9 7 4 to 
c o m m e n c e on a da te to be p roc la imed, w i l l be admin is te red by the M in is te r for Labour and 
Indust ry and M in is te r for Consumer Af fa i rs . 

The m a i n ob jec ts o f th is measure are to p rov ide for the l icens ing of dealers in n e w and 
second -hand mo to r vehic les, vehicle wrecke rs and persons car ry ing on a prescr ibed 
bus iness such as sel l ing spare parts, and t o impose ob l i ga t ions on dealers in re la t ion to 
vehic les w h i c h they sell. The legis lat ion also prov ides for the se t t l emen t by the C o m m i s ­
s ioner for Consumer Af fa i rs o f cer ta in d ispu tes ar is ing f r o m t h e sale o f mo to r veh ic les ; the 
es tab l i shmen t of a d ispu tes c o m m i t t e e to assist the Commiss ione r ; the se t t ing up of a 
mo to r dealers c o m p e n s a t i o n fund ; and the revocat ion o f l icences w h e n the holder is 
conv i c ted of cer ta in o f fences. 

Dealers w i l l be requ i red t o d isplay no t ices on second -hand veh ic les o f fe red for sale t o the 
publ ic The no t ices are to inc lude such par t i cu la rs as the o d o m e t e r read ing , cash pr ice and 
m o d e l des igna t ion or year o f manu fac tu re The no t ices w i l l be requ i red t o be s igned and 
handed to the purchaser of the vehicle. 

Dealers w i l l be required to g ive a war ran ty o f 2 0 , 0 0 0 k i lomet res or 12 m on ths , wh i cheve r 
occurs f irst, for n e w passenger cars and der iva t ives. For s e c o n d - h a n d vehic les, the 
w a r r a n t y w i l l be 5 . 0 0 0 k i l omet res or three mon ths , wh i cheve r occurs f i rst , if the sale pr ice 
is $ 1 .000 or more ; and 3 , 0 0 0 k i lomet res or t w o m o n t h s if under $ 1 ,000 but no t less than 
S 5 0 0 W h e r e the pr ice is less than $ 5 0 0 , n o w a r r a n t y wi l l be requ i red bu t a cu r ren t inspec­
t ion cer t i f icate w i l l have to be p roduced . 

The A c t p rov ides t ha t w h e r e a buyer canno t have a de fec t rect i f ied to his sa t is fac t ion by 
the dealer , he m a y ask the Commiss ioner for Consumer Af fa i rs for ass is tance. If his o f f icers 
are unab le to resolve the mat te r , the Commiss ione r m a y make a d e t e r m i n a t i o n or refer it to 
a d i spu tes c o m m i t t e e . 

Where a de fec t occurs i n a vehic le pu rchased f r o m a dealer w h o becomes bank rup t or 
absconds, p a y m e n t f r om the compensa t i on fund , w h i c h is f i nanced f r o m a p ropo r t i on o f 
the annual $ 1 0 0 l icence fee. can be made to the consumer . C o m p e n s a t i o n can also be pa id 
f r om the fund w h e r e a bank rup t or absconded dealer fa i ls to pass on an u n e n c u m b e r e d 
t i t le to the vehic le. 

A dealer w i l l be gu i l t y o f an of fence if he fai ls to d isc lose that he is a dealer or he adver­
t ises in a w a y ca lcu la ted t o mis lead a buyer into be l iev ing that the sale is a pr ivate one A n y 
adver t i semen t mus t inc lude the reg is t ra t ion number of a vehic le be ing o f fe red for sale 

The Second -hand M o t o r Dealers Act . 1 9 5 6 w i l l be repealed af ter the c o m m e n c e m e n t o f 
th is A c t . 

NEW REGULATIONS 
M a x i m u m speed l im i t for learner dr ivers and r iders. On 3 1 s t Augus t . 1 9 7 3 . the M o t o r 
Traf f ic Regu la t ions we re amended t o p rov ide for a m a x i m u m speed l im i t of 4 0 m p h for 
learner dr ivers and r iders Previously, the holder of a learner 's pe rm i t w a s sub jec t on ly to 
the same speed l imi ts as apply to l i censed dr ivers genera l ly 

The a m e n d m e n t also prov ides for the l icensed dr iver or r ider a c c o m p a n y i n g the ho lder o f a 
p e r m i t to be gu i l t y o f an of fence for p e r m i t t i n g a breach of the 4 0 m p h speed l imi t . 

D imens ions of M o t o r Vehic les. The M o t o r Traf f ic Regula t ions w e r e a m e n d e d on 1 4 t h 
Sep tember . 1 9 7 3 to p rov ide for an increase in the permiss ib le length o f any r ig id m o t o r 
vehic le (o ther than an omn ibus ) f r om 3 1 feet to 3 6 feet, subject to cer ta in l im i ta t ions on 
the rear ove rhang and on the length o f the f o rwa rd po r t i on . 

The a m e n d m e n t s also p rov ide for an increase in the length o f any a r t i cu la ted veh ic le f r o m 
4 7 feet to 5 0 feet, toge ther w i t h l imi ts in respect o f po r t ions of the hau l ing un i t and of the 



semi- t ra i ler . In add i t ion , a consequen t ia l a m e n d m e n t in respect of p ro jec t ing load ing on 
veh ic les exceed ing 3 1 feet in l eng th is p rov ided for. 

Cont ro l of Mod i f i ca t ions t o M o t o r Veh ic les .On 14 th Sep tember , 1 9 7 3 , the M o t o r Traf f ic 
Regu la t ions w e r e amended to con t ro l mod i f i ca t ions to cer ta in m o t o r vehic les. The 
a m e n d m e n t s p rov ide that a mo to r car or m o t o r car der iva t ive shal l no t be mod i f i ed , except 
w i t h the approva l in w r i t i n g o f the Commiss ioner for M o t o r Transpor t , f r o m its or ig ina l 
spec i f i ca t ions so as t o af fect any requ i remen t o f an Aus t ra l i an Des ign Rule for Veh ic le 
Safety , or in respect o f the f o l l ow ing par ts and i t ems of e q u i p m e n t : -
engine size ty res 
brak ing sys tems axles 
w h e e l s suspens ions 
s teer ing body length 

Speedome te rs in M o t o r Vehic les. A fu r the r a m e n d m e n t to the M o t o r Traf f ic Regu la t ions 
on 1 4 t h Sep tember , 1 9 7 3 prov ided tha t each mo to r vehic le m a n u f a c t u r e d on or after 1st 
Ju l y . 1 9 7 4 m u s t be f i t ted w i t h a speedome te r ca l ib ra ted in k i lomet res per hour. Previously, 
on ly tax i -cabs and pr ivate h i re cars w e r e requ i red to be f i t t ed w i t h speedomete rs . 

Aus t ra l ian Des ign Rules for M o t o r Vehic le Safety . On 2 6 t h October , 1 9 7 3 . the M o t o r 
Traf f ic Regu la t ions we re a m e n d e d t o p rov ide for n e w m o t o r vehic les to c o m p l y w i t h fur­
ther Aus t ra l i an Des ign Rules for M o t o r Vehic le Safety . 

The a m e n d m e n t s provide tha t , for cars and der ivat ives (s ta t ion w a g g o n s , u t i l i t ies and panel 
vans) m a n u f a c t u r e d after 1st January , 1 9 7 4 and o ther vehic les m a n u f a c t u r e d after 1st 
Ju l y . 1 9 7 4 Des ign Rules N u m b e r s 4 A and 5 B . for seat bel ts and seat be l t anchorage 
po in ts respect ive ly , apply ins tead of Des ign Rules N u m b e r s 4 and 5A. The purpose of 
Des ign Rule N u m b e r 4 A is t o o v e r c o m e s o m e of the def ic ienc ies in the des ign of seat bel ts , 
par t icu lar ly in t h e pos i t ion of the sash po r t i on of the be l ts in the ou te r seat ing pos i t ions and 
in the loca t ion o f the buck les The c o m p l e m e n t a r y Rule 5 B . re la t ing t o anchorage po in ts , 
prov ides for the improved loca t ion o f seat bel ts in mo to r vehic les. 

A n e w Des ign Rule Number 2 8 . w h i c h def ines the l im i t s on externa l noise em i t t ed f r o m 
mo to r veh ic les , appl ies to cars and der iva t i ves thereo f manu fac tu red f r o m 1st January , 
1 9 7 4 : to all pe t ro l eng ined veh ic les (except p lant and mo to r cycles) m a n u f a c t u r e d f r o m 1st 
Ju l y . 1 9 7 4 : and t o all mo to r veh ic les (except p lan t ) m a n u f a c t u r e d f rom 1st Ju ly . 1 9 7 5 

A n o t h e r n e w Des ign Rule. N u m b e r 17 . spec i f ies requ i remen ts for l iqu id fue l sys tems in 
cer ta in goods -ca r ry ing vehic les m a n u f a c t u r e d f r o m 1 st Ju l y . 1 9 7 5 . The requ i rements o f the 
Des ign Rule w i l l fac i l i ta te the safe opera t i on o f such veh ic les and reduce the risk of f ire due 
to fuel sp i l lage du r ing f i l l ing ope ra t i ons or as a result of an impact . 

Equ ipmen t in Tax i -cabs and Pr ivate Hi re Cars. A m e n d m e n t s made to the M o t o r Traff ic and 
Publ ic Vehic les Regula t ions on 1 6 t h November , 1 9 7 3 , p rov ide t ha t a tax i -meter , t w o - w a y 
radio or " V a c a n t " s ign shall not be f i t ted in any pos i t ion w h e r e it w i l l be l ikely to in jure a 
person in t h e even t o f sudden acce le ra t ion or dece le ra t ion o f the tax i -cab . The require­
men ts also apply t o t w o - w a y appara tus in a pr ivate hire car. The ob jec t w a s to i m p l e m e n t 
Aus t ra l i an Des ign Rule N u m b e r 2 1 , w h i c h se ts d o w n requ i remen ts for veh ic le i ns t rumen t 
panels in the in teres ts of occupan t safety. 

Pictured is the interior of a taxi-cab with two-way radio equipment and taxi-meter fitted so as to 
comply with new regulations concerning occupant safely. 



The a m e n d m e n t s a lso p roh ib i t the f i t t ing of " V a c a n t " and "Fo r H i r e " s igns ins ide a tax i -
cab, p roh ib i t t h e f i t t i ng of a f lag to a t ax i -me te r ; and requi re every tax i -cab in the M e t r o ­
po l i tan . N e w c a s t l e and W o l l o n g o n g T ranspor t Dis t r ic ts to be f i t ted w i t h a roof s ign capab le 
of d isp lay ing the w o r d s " V a c a n t " , " E n g a g e d " or " N o t for H i r e " . 

The requ i remen ts apply in respect o f the or ig ina l reg is t ra t ion of a vehic le e f fec ted on or 
af ter 1st February. 1 9 7 4 and , in the case o f any veh ic le reg is tered prior to tha t da te , at the 
t i m e o f the renewa l of reg is t ra t ion e f fec ted on or af ter 1st February. 1 9 7 4 

Increase in speed l im i t for prov is ional dr ivers and r iders. O n 10 th May . 1 9 7 4 , the M o t o r 
Traff ic Regu la t ions w e r e a m e n d e d to p rov ide for an increase, f r o m 4 0 m p h to 5 0 m p h , in 
the m a x i m u m speed at w h i c h the ho lder o f a prov is ional l icence m a y dr ive or r ide 

Exclusive Bus Lanes. The M o t o r Traff ic Regu la t ions w e r e also a m e n d e d on 1 0 t h M a y . 
1 9 7 4 to prov ide for the e rec t ion o f s igns w i t h the w o r d s " B u s L a n e " The erec t ion of such 
s igns w i l l p roh ib i t the use o f the kerbside lane, du r ing such t i m e s as are s h o w n , by any 
mo to r veh ic le o ther than a bus. a vehic le t u r n i n g left at or before the next in te rsec t ion and a 
vehic le be ing d r i ven for an u rgen t purpose ar is ing f r o m a med ica l or s imi lar emergency The 
n e w s igns proh ib i t s topp ing , as wel l as d r i v ing , in the kerbs ide lane. 

The a m e n d m e n t s also prov ide fo i a pena l ty of $ 1 5 under the " I n f r i n g e m e n t N o t i c e " 
sys tem s topp ing con t ra ry to " C l e a r w a y " , " N o S t o p p i n g " and " B u s Lane" s igns 

Convers ion of spec ia l speed l imi ts to met r ic t e r m s . A m e n d m e n t s gaze t ted on 2 8 t h J u n e . 
1 9 7 4 . p rov ide for the var ious references to speed l imi ts in the M o t o r Traf f ic Regu la t ions to 
be conver ted to met r ic t e rms f rom 1st Ju ly , 1 9 7 4 . 

The n e w l imi ts p rov ide for convers ion o f the speed l im i t f o r -

prov is iona l dr ivers and r iders f r om 5 0 m p h t o 8 0 k m / h ( 4 9 7 m p h ) ; 
ho lders o f pe rm i t s to learn to d r ive or r ide f r o m 4 0 m p h to 7 0 k m / h ( 4 3 5 m p h ) ; 
lorries w i t h a laden w e i g h t of more than 3 t ons ( n o w 4 5 tonnes) ou ts ide bu i l t -up 
areas f r o m 5 0 m p h t o 8 0 k m / h ( 4 9 7 m p h ) ; 
omn ibuses and tour is t vehic les ou ts ide bu i l t - up areas f r om 5 0 m p h to 9 0 k m / h ( 5 5 9 
mph) 
vehic les hau l ing trai lers w i t h a laden w e i g h t of m o r e than 15 c w t ( n o w 7 5 0 ki lo­
g rams) f r o m 4 5 m p h to 8 0 k m / h ( 4 9 7 m p h ) ; 
vehic les w i t h o u t a d i pp ing device f r o m 3 0 m p h to 6 0 k m / h ( 3 7 . 3 mph) 
smal l m o t o r cyc les w i t h head lamp w h i c h has an ef fect ive range of less than 1 6 0 feet 
( n o w 5 0 met res ) f r o m 2 5 m p h to 4 0 k m / h ( 2 4 8 mph) w h e r e the eng ine capac i ty 
does not exceed 1 0 0 cc (now 1 0 0 mi l l i l i t res) a n d f r o m 3 0 m p h t o 5 0 k m / h (31 .1 
m p h ) w h e r e the eng ine capac i ty exceeds 1 0 0 cc ( n o w 1 0 0 mi l l i l i t res) bu t does not 
exceed 2 0 0 cc ( 2 0 0 mi l l i l i t res) : 
e x e m p t i o n f r om w e a r i n g seat belt w h e n f requent ly leaving and re -en te r ing vehic le 
be ing dr iven at l ow speed, f r om 15 m p h to 2 5 k m / h ( 1 5 5 mph) 

The a m e n d m e n t s also p rov ide for the abo l i t i on of the 3 0 m p h speed l im i t for lorr ies w i t h a 
laden w e i g h t o f m o r e than six tons and conve r t the a m o u n t by w h i c h a speed l imi t is 
exceeded be fo re the pena l t y is increased f r o m $ 2 0 to $ 4 0 under the " I n f r i n g e m e n t N o t i c e " 
sys tem f r o m 10 m p h t o 15 k m / h (9 3 m p h ) . 

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND ENFORCEMENT 
C o m m e n t . Par t icu lars of conv ic t ions on p rosecu t i ons launched by the D e p a r t m e n t d u r i n g 
the year to enforce the var ious A c t s and Regu la t ions admin i s te red by it, and heard in 
Cour ts of Pet ty Sess ions, pr imar i ly at Redfern, W o l l o n g o n g and N e w c a s t l e , are s h o w n in 
Append i x 1 0 There we re a numoer o f appea ls t o the Dist r ic t Cour t aga ins t such c o n ­
v ic t ions, bu t such appea ls f o r m e d a smal l p ropo r t i on o f the to ta l o f conv i c t i ons and w e r e , in 
the ma in , unsuccessfu l 

Add i t iona l l y , a large n u m b e r o f act ions we re taken in the civi l j u r i sd ic t ion o f Cour ts o f Pet ty 
Sess ions and the M e t r o p o l i t a n Distr ict Cour t , Sydney, to recover m o n i e s due to the 
D e p a r t m e n t under the Road Ma in tenance (Cont r ibu t ion ) A c t . 1 9 5 8 the Sta te Transpor t 

(Co-ord ina t ion) Ac t , 1 9 3 1 . and the M o t o r Traf f ic Ac t J u d g e m e n t s so ob ta i ned w e r e en 
fo rced b o t h w i t h i n and ou ts ide the S ta te 

A no tab le factor w a s an increase of app rox ima te l y 6 0 % in the n u m b e r of appeals to Cour ts 
of Pet ty Sess ions t h r o u g h o u t the S ta te against the dec is ions of the Commiss ione r to 
cance l , suspend, or refuse l icences under the M o t o r Traff ic Ac t and the Transpor t Ac t . Th is 
increase ref lects bo th the he igh tened act iv i ty of the D e p a r t m e n t conce rn ing the rev iew o f 
l icences and the larger n u m b e r o f l icensees. In all appea ls the D e p a r t m e n t w a s represen ted 
at the hear ing and all the ev idence u p o n w h i c h the Commiss ione r had based his dec is ion to 
cance l , suspend or refuse a l icence w a s tende red to the Cour t for i ts inspec t ion and w a s 
avai lab le for perusal by t h e appel lant or his legal representa t i ve be fo re the hear ing In 
appeals aga ins t refusals or cance l la t ion o f a l icence on med ica l g rounds , the D e p a r t m e n t ' s 
Chief Med ica l Off icer also a t tended Cour ts to give ev idence, not on ly in the M e t r o p o l i t a n 
area, bu t in coun t r y areas s u c h as Broken Hi l l . Bourke and W a g g a W a g g a W h e r e refusal of 
a l icence w a s based on fa i lure to pass a d r i v ing test , the D e p a r t m e n t a l examiner w h o c o n ­
duc ted the tes t a t t ended Court to give ev idence and w a s avai lable for c ross -examina t i on by 
the appel lant or his legal representat ive 

I I 



A number o f appeals against the dec is ions o f the Commiss ioner made under the T o w - t r u c k 
Ac t . 1 9 6 7 and the Second-hand M o t o r Dealers A c t we re also heard in Cour ts of Pet ty 
Sess ions. 

R o a d M a i n t e n a n c e ( C o n t r i b u t i o n ) A c t . W h i l e the n u m b e r of p rosecu t ions and sub­
sequent conv i c t i ons fel l du r ing th is year , th is in no w a y ref lects a lessening in the en fo rce ­
m e n t o f t h e A c t The decrease in t h e n u m b e r of p rosecu t ions of D i rec to rs of compan ies for 
fa i l ing t o pay charges d u e under the A c t is a t t r i bu tab le in large measure to recent dec is ions 
of the H igh Cour t o f Aus t ra l ia on the proper cons t ruc t i on o f the re levant sect ions of the A c t 
and compa rab le A c t s in o ther S ta tes 

Sta te Transpor t (Co-ord inat ion) Ac t . The reduc t ion in the n u m b e r of conv ic t ions under this 
Ac t resul ts f r o m the decis ion of the G o v e r n m e n t to suspend the opera t i on o f cer ta in of its 
prov is ions, and the rate of reduc t ion is expec ted t o con t i nue 

T r a n s p o r t A c t . 1 9 3 0 . There w e r e 1 4 8 conv i c t i ons for o f fences under th is A c t . an 
increase o f abou t 2 5 % on the prev ious year. There w a s an increase in the n u m b e r of 
conv ic t ions for inc iv i l i ty t o w a r d s passengers or i n tend ing passengers in tax i -cabs and 
m a r k e d increases for fa i l ing t o accept h i r ings and for inv i t ing pa t ronage in an unau tho r i sed 
m a n n e r 



Motor Vehicle Registrations 
and Drivers' Licences 

SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS 

Vehic les. Under the M o t o r Traff ic A c t . all m o t o r vehic les, except a f e w e x e m p t classes of 
vehic les, mus t be reg is tered Other laws requi re tha t before reg is t ra t ion can be c o m p l e t e d 
m o t o r veh ic le tax and s t a m p du ty (whe re appl icable) mus t be paid and th i rd par ty (bodi ly 
in jury) insurance, as descr ibed in a later paragraph , mus t be e f fec ted 

Dr ivers. The M o t o r Traf f ic Ac t also requires all m o t o r vehic le dr ivers, except a f e w e x e m p t 
classes of dr ivers, to be l icensed The l icence sys tem, bes ides p rov id ing for learners ' 
pe rm i t s and prov is iona l l icences, inc ludes a n u m b e r of d i f ferent c lasses of l icences w h i c h , 
as deta i led in Append ix 1 5, d is t ingu ish b e t w e e n vehic le types accord ing to w h e t h e r they 
are heavy, in pr iva te or pub l ic use, or mo to r cycles. 

District Office and Motor Registry at Deniliquin opened 3rd August. 1973. 

If. 



REGISTRATIONS A N D LICENCES 

Stat is t ics . The fo l l ow ing paragraphs set out the pr inc ipa l s tat is t ics as at 3 0 t h June . 1 9 7 4 
but de ta i led in fo rmat ion and compar i sons ex tend ing over some years appear in 

• Append ix 13 — Tota l reg is t ra t ions in force for vehic les o f var ious types. 
• Append ix 14 — Brand n e w vehic les reg is tered du r ing the year. 
• Append i x 1 5 — Dr iv ing l icences in force. 

Vehic le Reg is t ra t ions in Force. On 3 0 t h June . 1 9 7 4 m o t o r veh ic le reg is t ra t ions had r isen to 
a fu r ther record level o f 2 . 4 2 6 . 0 7 8 — 9 8 . 0 4 1 (4 2%) m o r e t h a n the p rev ious year 

B r a n d - N e w Vehic les. Regis t ra t ions o f b r a n d - n e w vehic les in N e w Sou th Wa les to ta l l ed 
2 7 8 . 2 3 1 this year as against 2 4 9 . 5 4 8 last year — an increase o f 2 8 , 6 8 3 (11 .5%) . 

D r i v e r s ' L i c e n c e s . O n 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 4 to ta l d r i v ing l icences — vehic le dr ivers and cyc le 
r iders — n u m b e r e d 2 . 3 9 0 . 6 2 4 an increase of 9 1 , 8 3 0 (4%). 

Vo lume of Bus iness. From the fo rego ing f igures it w i l l be clear tha t huge numbers o f 
t ransac t ions mus t be c o m p l e t e d each day as a mat te r of course M a n y classes o f bus iness 
d o not requi re personal a t t endance at a M o t o r Regist ry and a l t hough a con t i nu ing 
c a m p a i g n is be ing c o n d u c t e d t o encourage use by the publ ic o f Depa r tmen ta l Of f ices 
whe re possib le, the v o l u m e o f bus iness by mai l rema ined substant ia l M o d e r n specia l ised 
e q u i p m e n t is used t o assemble mai l and it w a s again used t o ful l advan tage th is year 

Prov is ional L icences. This s y s t e m , p rov id ing for a special type of l icence for n e w drivers, 
has been in opera t ion s ince the beg inn ing o f 1 9 6 6 . I ts ma in fea tures as regards the conse­
quences o f the c o m m i s s i o n o f ser ious traff ic o f fences are descr ibed later in th is sec t ion 
together w i t h some s ta t is t ics about w i t h d r a w a l of prov is ional l icences 

Issue of Spec ia l Numbe r Plates. On 2 n d J u n e . 1 9 6 9 . a scheme w a s in t roduced t o a l low the 
issue o f personal ised n u m b e r p la tes u p o n p a y m e n t o f a charge o f $ 2 5 The scheme 
prov ides mo to r i s t s w i t h an oppo r tun i t y t o select n u m b e r p la tes w i t h a par t icu lar c o m b i n a ­
t ion o f le t ters p rov id ing t ha t p la tes are avai lable in the chosen let ter ser ies Issues are made 
f rom the t w o let ter — three numera l b lack and w h i t e series as w e l l as the three le t te r - th ree 
numera l ye l l ow and b lack series. 

Cond i t ions for the issue o f p la tes are set ou t on special ly p r in ted app l i ca t ion f o rms w h i c h 
emphas ise that requests for par t icu lar number c o m b i n a t i o n s cannot be me t The app l ica­
t ion f o rms are ava lable. and may be lodged , at any M o t o r Registry A s tock o f the b lack 
and w h i t e n u m b e r p la tes is avai lable at the D epa r tm en t ' s Head Off ice and app l ica t ions 
lodged at Rosebery for such n u m b e r p la tes can be dea l t w i t h immed ia te l y App l i ca t i ons 
received f r o m o ther M o t o r Regist r ies are processed w i t h a m i n i m u m o f delay. 

The s c h e m e has proved qu i te popu lar a m o n g s t mo to r i s t s and there we re 1 7 . 8 9 4 appl ic­
a t ions received dur ing the repor t year The revenue — $ 4 4 7 , 3 5 0 — der ived f r o m the issue 
of the p lates w a s used to of fset the opera t i ng cos ts o f the D epa r tm en t ' s Traff ic Acc i den t 
Research Uni t 

Three Year Licences. In acco rdance w i t h G o v e r n m e n t Pol icy, a s c h e m e w a s in t roduced on 
1 st Ju ly , 1 9 6 8 to enable dr ivers t o renew their l icences for a per iod o f three years if they so 
desire The l icences are not issued to persons w h o have a t ta ined the age o f 7 7 years or to 
l icensees w h o w o u l d be sub jec t t o a med ica l rev iew w i t h i n a three year per iod f r o m 
app l ica t ion for renewa l o f l icence Ho lders of pub l ic vehic le l icences are not pe rm i t t ed t o 
ob ta in a three year l icence In add i t i on prov is ional l icences are issued for one year only 

MOTOR REGISTRIES 
Local Faci l i t ies Prov ided. W i t h the ob jec t o f p rov id ing the best poss ib le service to the 
publ ic and g iv ing pract ical e f fec t to the po l icy of decent ra l i s ing the D epa r tmen t ' s act iv i t ies. 
M o t o r Regist r ies are es tab l ished in suburbs o f the M e t r o p o l i t a n area o f Sydney, in the 
Newcas t l e and W o l l o n g o n g areas and at many o f the ma in coun t r y c i t ies and t o w n s 
th roughou t the State 

Regist ry Opera t ions . N u m b e r and Loca t ion . A t the major i ty o f count ry M o t o r Regist r ies 
the w o r k is hand led by Police in con junc t i on w i t h their no rma l Police dut ies . Howeve r , at 
m o s t larger coun t r y cen t res and in n u m b e r o f suburbs separa te of f ices, m a n n e d by 
of f icers o f th is Depar tmen t , have been es tab l ished and these prov ide local faci l i t ies for 
c o m p l e t i n g a w ider var ie ty o f t ransac t ions b e t w e e n mo to r i s t s and the Depa r tmen t The 
Regist r ies conduc ted by the D e p a r t m e n t ' s o w n staf f deal w i t h at least 9 5 % of all business 
t ransac ted at Mo to r Regist r ies Detai ls of revenue co l lec t ions at t h e m are g iven in 
Append i x 12 

M o t o r Regist r ies conduc ted by the Depa r tmen t to ta l 7 0 (exc lud ing the M o t o r Regist ry 
Sec t ion at Head Off ice) wh i l s t M o t o r Regist r ies c o n d u c t e d by the Pol ice to ta l 1 7 9 Detai ls 
o f the M o t o r Registr ies in opera t ion are s h o w n in Append i x I I . 

The D e p a r t m e n t has c o n d u c t e d a pub l ic i ty campa ign s ince October . 1 9 6 6 encourag ing 
mo to r i s t s to take greater advan tage of the w i d e fac i l i t ies avai lable at Depa r tmen ta l M o t o r 

r 



Regist r ies. The success of t h e c a m p a i g n is ev iden t by the con t i nu ing rise in the v o l u m e o f 
vehic le and l icence renewa ls hand led by Depa r tmen ta l M o t o r Registr ies. 

In the repor t year these i t ems to ta l led 2 . 7 6 7 , 7 3 4 an increase o f 1 8 7 . 2 9 2 over the p rev ious 
year. 

Renewa ls Paymen ts Off ices. The Renewa ls Paymen ts Off ices es tab l ished by the Depar t ­
men t in the N R M A Bu i ld ing , Clarence Street and the G.I.O. Bu i ld ing . Phi l l ip St reet , have 
con t i nued t o prov ide a conven ien t fac i l i ty for mo to r i s t s to renew vehic le reg is t ra t ions and 
d r i v ing l icences in the inner Ci ty area. Sta t is t ics for the year under rev iew in respect of 
these off ices as compa red to the prev ious year are as f o l l ows — 

N R M A Bui ld ing 
G.I.O. Bu i ld ing 

Regis t ra t ion a n d Licence 
Renewa ls 

1 9 7 3 1 9 7 4 
8 8 , 6 4 3 9 3 , 0 5 7 
3 0 , 6 2 9 4 1 , 0 2 9 

Revenue Col lec ted 

1 9 7 3 1 9 7 4 
$ 3 , 2 1 7 , 5 5 0 
$ 1 , 1 9 8 , 8 8 8 

$ 3 , 5 0 3 , 6 4 6 
$ 1 , 5 3 6 , 5 9 6 

Ano the r Renewa ls Payments Off ice is s i tua ted in the Roselands Reg iona l S h o p p i n g Centre 
and this prov ides a conven ien t service to moto r i s ts v is i t ing the Centre Regis t ra t ion and 
l icence renewa ls e f fec ted du r ing the year to ta l led 5 2 , 3 1 2 and a to ta l of $ 1 , 9 6 4 , 5 7 3 w a s 
co l lec ted c o m p a r e d w i t h 4 7 . 9 4 3 t ransac t ions and $ 1 , 7 7 1 , 0 4 1 for the prev ious year 

S tandards of Serv ice. Frequent inspec t ions of D e p a r t m e n t a l M o t o r Registr ies are made by 
Senior Off icers in the in terests of e f f ic iency and to ensure premises and e q u i p m e n t are kept 
in good order. In order to mee t the increase in w o r k add i t iona l staff w a s prov ided at a 
n u m b e r of M o t o r Registr ies du r ing the year 

Pictured is the Data Processing Centre at Charlestown which contains 16 Visual Display Data 
Entry Terminals and a small computer. Work here is progressing toward the conversion oj 
licence records to a fully computerised system. 

Test ing of app l i can ts for Genera l L icences under the Wa te r Traf f ic Regu la t ions on behal f of 
the M a r i t i m e Services Board of N.S.W. For some years an a r rangemen t has ex is ted 
b e t w e e n the Depa r tmen t and the M a r i t i m e Serv ices Board of N S W . w h e r e b y Depart ­
men ta l M o t o r Regist ry Of f ice is test app l i can ts for Genera l L icences under the Wa te r Traf f ic 
Regula t ions at cer ta in local i t ies w h e r e the Board has no emp loyees of i ts o w n Dur ing the 
report year th is w o r k w a s carr ied ou t at 3 0 Depa r tmen ta l M o t o r Regist r ies 

THIRD PARTY INSURANCE 

Scope o f Insurance. The insurance requ i red under the M o t o r Vehic les (Third Party 
Insurance) Ac t is against the l iabi l i ty of the o w n e r and dr iver in respect of bod i ly injury to 
any th i rd par ty ar is ing out o f the negl igent use o f the m o t o r vehic le T h e insurance mus t be 
e f fec ted w i t h an "au tho r i sed insurer " under the Ac t . but co r respond ing cover issued in the 
h o m e Sta tes of o w n e r s is va l id as regards vehic les v is i t ing N e w Sou th Wa les f r om o ther 
par ts of Aus t ra l ia . 
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A u t h o r i s e d Insu re rs . On 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 4 au tho r i sed insurers numbered 3 8 compa red to 
4 5 on 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 3 

Role of G o v e r n m e n t Insurance Of f ice. The G o v e r n m e n t Insurance Off ice of N e w Sou th 
Wa les con t i nued to conduc t the great bulk of compu lso ry th i rd par ty insurance (approxi ­
mate ly 9 7 9% compared to 9 6 . 6 % the prev ious year) , the p r e m i u m s for w h i c h are a lmos t 
invar iab ly pa id to this D e p a r t m e n t at the same t ime as other a m o u n t s due for vehic le regis­
t ra t ion Net co l lec t ions th is year reached a n e w record to ta l o f S 6 8 . 9 2 1 . 7 1 5 a rise o f 
$ 4 0 4 3 . 5 4 2 on last year C o m m i s s i o n received in th is c o n n e c t i o n and c red i ted t o the Road 
Transpor t and Traff ic Fund to ta l led $ 9 4 1 , 6 6 7 . 

TRAFFIC BREACHES 

Respect ive Func t ion o f Police and M o t o r Transpor t D e p a r t m e n t s . For the mos t part 
en fo r cemen t o f the Mo to r Traf f ic Ac t and Regula t ions, as they lay d o w n the rules o f the 
road for dr ivers general ly , is the respons ib i l i t y of the Pol ice Howeve r , au thor ised of f icers of 
th is D e p a r t m e n t assist to enforce par t icu lar requ i rements app ly ing to dr ivers of commerc ia l 
vehic les — for example , rules regard ing load l im i ta t ions and m a x i m u m per iods o f dr iv ing. 
S o m e s ta t i s t i cs o f conv ic t ions on p roceed ings taken by th is D e p a r t m e n t in the report year 
appear in Append ix 10 The records o f t raf f ic o f fences c o m m i t t e d by ind iv idua l mo to r i s t s 
are ma in ta ined by th s D e p a r t m e n t and . as requ i red, it supp l ies i n fo rma t i on f r om t h e m t o 
enab le the Pol ice Traffic Branch t o deal w i t h repor ts of fu r ther o f fences and to assist the 
Cour ts in their de te rm ina t i on o f appropr ia te penal t ies. 

N u m b e r o f Of fences . This year, the number of o f fences no ted on the D epa r tm en t ' s records 
rose to 3 1 0 . 0 7 1 as against 2 9 4 . 7 2 7 for the prev ious year. In 2 3 5 . 2 3 0 of these cases 
l iabi l i ty for the of fences had been sat isf ied by p a y m e n t of the appropr ia te penal t ies under 
the " I n f r i n g e m e n t No t i ce " sys tem Conv ic t ions for the types o f o f fences invo lv ing 
a u t o m a t i c d isqua l i f i ca t ion f r o m dr i v ing n u m b e r e d 2 0 . 6 4 5 w h i c h is 4 8 4 less than in 1 9 7 2 -
7 3 . 

Add i t i ona l i n fo rmat ion , inc lud ing deta i led s ta t is t ics and exp lana to ry no tes , appears fo l l ow­
ing and in Append i x 16. 

DISQUALIFICATION OF DRIVERS 

Powers of Cou r t s to D isqua l i fy . Dr ivers conv i c ted of speci f ied major o f fences such as 
dr iv ing under the in f luence of a lcoho l are. by law. d isqua l i f ied au tomat i ca l l y for speci f ied 
per iods un less the Cour ts order o ther — tha t is longer or shor ter — per iods o f d isqual i f i ­
ca t ion Cour ts may. for o f fences of o ther types, fix and i m p o s e a per iod o f d isqual i f i ca t ion. 

D isqua l i f i ca t ions Imposed . Dur ing the year the Cour ts found proved 2 2 . 1 6 5 major o f fences 
( inc lud ing dr iv ing under the in f luence of a lcohol and exceed ing the prescr ibed concen ­
t ra t ion of a lcoho l ) w h i c h are of a type w h i c h resul ts in a u t o m a t i c d isqua l i f i ca t ion in the 
absence of a Cour t order to the cont rary . 1 .520 o f fenders w e r e d ischarged under Sec t ion 
5 5 6 A of the Cr imes Ac t w i t h o u t conv ic t i on . Of the 2 0 . 6 4 5 cases in w h i c h conv ic t ions 
we re recorded, the s ta tu to ry a u t o m a t i c per iod o f d isqua l i f i ca t ion opera ted in 6 . 1 7 4 
ins tances bu t in the rema in ing 1 4 . 4 7 1 the Cour ts imposed other , and usual ly shorter , dis­
qua l i f i ca t ion per iods 

In regard t o d r i v ing under the in f luence of a lcoho l . Sec t ion 5 5 6 A o f t h e Cr imes Ac t w a s 
app l ied by the Courts , to d ischarge w i t h o u t conv ic t i on 1 6 0 dr ivers ou t of the 1 .868 
b rough t before t h e m on such charges as compa red w i t h 1 8 1 dr ivers out o f a to ta l of 1 .823 
last year 

Sec t ion 5 5 6 A of the Cr imes A c t w a s app l ied by the Cour ts to d ischarge w i t h o u t conv ic­
t i on 1 .287 dr ivers b rough t before t h e m on charges of exceed ing the prescr ibed concen ­
t ra t i on o f a lcohol 1 6 , 3 8 6 dr ivers w e r e b rough t before the Cour ts on such charges 

There w e r e also 2 , 5 5 4 ins tances w h e r e Cour ts revoked the l icences of dr ivers conv i c ted for 
o ther o f fences w h i c h d o not incur a u t o m a t i c d isqua l i f i ca t ion . 

Powers of Commiss ione r . The Commiss ione r as the l icens ing au thor i t y is e m p o w e r e d by 
the Regu la t ions for M o t o r Traff ic to suspend , cancel or refuse dr iv ing l icences A n y person 
so depr i ved or refused a l icence may appeal to a Court o f Petty Sess ions aga ins t the C o m ­
miss ioner ' s dec is ion . 

The Commiss i one r ' s exerc ise of these p o w e r s in t h e l ight o f mo to r i s t s ' t raf f ic records is 
carr ied ou t as fo l lows: — 

(a) Ho lders of Provis ional L icences. W h e r e the l icensee c o m m i t s a breach of the 
cond i t i ons o f the l icence (i.e. exceeds 5 0 mi les per hour or fai ls to d isp lay " P " signs) 
or c o m m i t s an o f fence o f the type spec i f ied in the l icence (see append ix 1 5) the 
l icence is cancel led A f te r a spec i f ied per iod (usual ly three mon ths ) a fu r ther provis­
ional l icence is issued p rov ided the app l icant makes a f resh app l i ca t ion , passes 
fur ther dr iv ing, k n o w l e d g e and eyes ight tes ts and pays a fur ther l icence fee 
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In add i t ion to issuing prov is ional l icences to n e w dr ivers and to dr ivers w i t h unsat is­
factory t raf f ic records, p rov is iona l l icences are also issued w h e r e the re is doub t 
regard ing the app l i can t ' s f i tness in v i ew of prev ious conduc t or habi ts 

A to ta l o f 1 1 6 . 1 9 6 Prov is ional dr ivers ' and r iders ' l icences w a s issued du r ing the 
year under rev iew 

(b) Points Sys tem. Opera t ing separate ly f r o m the Provis ional L icence S c h e m e ana 
rep lac ing the f o rmer m e t h o d o f rev iew ing l icences, the Poin ts S y s t e m by cos t ing a 
traf f ic o f fender a f ixed number of po in ts for each traf f ic o f fence of a par t icu lar type 
recorded, a l l ows a l icensee clear cu t w a r n i n g w h e n the stage is be ing reached w h e r e 
the Commiss ioner w i l l consider l icence suspens ion. The sys tem began on 1st M a r c h , 
1 9 6 9 . and of fences prior to tha t date w e r e d is regarded. It does not app ly to o f fences 
w h e r e the Court imooses l icence d isqua l i f i ca t ion or t o those o f fences for w h i c h 
l icence d isqua l i f i ca t ion is au toma t i c Po in ts a l lo t ted for ind iv idua l o f fences range 
f r o m t w o to four accord ing to the na tu re of the o f fence, and w h e r e a dr iver 
accumu la tes a to ta l o f nine po in ts w i t h i n a per iod of t w o years, cons ide ra t ion is g iven 
to l icence suspens ion or cance l la t ion . 

The number of l icences suspended or cance l led by the Commiss ione r under the Points 
Sys tem and Prov is ional Licence Scheme has s h o w n an increase again du r ing the year 
under rev iew. Part iculars o f l icences suspended or cance l led du r ing the year are s h o w n in 
Append ix 16 . 

C o m p e t e n c y tes ts for Dr iver and Rider L icence App l i can ts . C o m m e n c i n g on 1st Augus t , 
1 9 6 8 the du ty of tes t ing app l i can ts for d r ivers ' and r iders ' l icences in the Sydney M e t r o ­
po l i tan , Newcas t l e and W o l l o n g o n g areas, Gosford , W y o n g . M a t i l a n d , Cessnock, N o w r a 
and K iama w a s t ransfer red, in s tages, f r o m the Pol ice D e p a r t m e n t to the D e p a r t m e n t of 
M o t o r Transpor t . The n u m b e r of Driver Tes t ing Cent res conduc ted by the D e p a r t m e n t is 2 9 
and the n u m b e r of Driver Examiners, e m p l o y e d by the Depa r tmen t , is 8 4 



Commercial Transport 
Services 

GENERAL BACKGROUND 

SPECIAL LEGISLAT ION A P P L I C A B L E 

Licensing Ac ts . There are t w o A c t s app l icab le to commerc i a l road t ranspor t serv ices — the 
Transpor t A c t . and the S ta te Transpor t (Co-ord inat ion) Ac t The pol icy f o l l o w e d under 
these A c t s for many years had been des igned to reduce or e l im ina te was te fu l c o m p e t i t i o n 
inc lud ing compe t i t i on w i t h S t a t e - o w n e d t ra in and bus services, bu t . as descr ibed later in 
th is sec t ion , major changes in the pol icy have been i m p l e m e n t e d th is year. 

Vehic les are l icensed as goods vehic les, omn ibuses , tax i -cabs , pr iva te hire cars, tour is t 
vehic les and service vehic les. The cond i t i ons of l icences ref lect a genera l po l icy but also, 
par t icu lar ly for passenger -car ry ing vehic les, are var ied t o suit ind iv idual c i r cumstances . 

Specia l Revenue Measures . The pr inc ipa l S ta tu te in th is respect is the Road Ma in tenance 
(Cont r ibu t ion) Act . w h i c h imposes on heavy goods vehic les a ton -m i le charge by reason o f 
the w e a r and tear these vehic les cause to the public! roads. 

Other Requ i rements . Under the M o t o r Traf f ic A c t — the genera l " r o a d ru les" leg is la t ion — 
several o ther cont ro ls , such as w e i g h t l im i ta t ions and m a x i m u m per iods o f d r i v ing , are also 
appl icab le t o commerc i a l t ranspor t operators . 

In ters ta te Trade. Opera t ions in the course and for the purpose of in ters ta te t rade are not 
sub jec t to l icensing but veh ic les and dr ivers m u s t comp ly w i t h roadwor th i ness and other 
sa fe-dr iv ing requ i rements . A s regards l iabi l i ty for charges under the Road M a i n t e n a n c e 
(Cont r ibu t ion) Ac t however , in te rs ta te lorr ies are on the same f oo t i ng as their in t rasta te 
coun te rpa r t s 

GOODS VEHICLES 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E PRACTICES 

Sta te T ranspor t (Co-ord inat ion) Act— 

The genera l pol ic ies and pract ices w h i c h have been f o l l o w e d in the admin i s t ra t i on of th is 
Ac t over the years are descr ibed hereunder — 

Licences under the Ac t confer a genera l au thor i t y to convey goods on all j ou rneys 
( i r respect ive o f d is tance) w h i c h d o not c o m p e t e w i t h the Ra i lways, and on 
compe t i t i ve journeys up to 5 0 mi les. L icences also author ise the conveyance of fresh 
f ru i t and /o r f resh vegetab les on compe t i t i ve journeys up to 2 0 0 mi les. 

Permi ts for jou rneys not au thor ised by l icence we re issued upon p a y m e n t of charges, 
w h e r e appropr ia te , for mos t classes of goods , but pe rm i t s w e r e not g ran ted for the 
carr iage of cer ta in c o m m o d i t i e s for w h i c h special a r rangemen ts had been made by 
the Publ ic Transpor t C o m m i s s i o n . (Rail D iv is ion) . Exampler of these w e r e beer f r o m 
Sydney b rewer ies and w o o l 

The m a x i m u m charge — 2.5 cents per ton per mi le ca lcu la ted on the aggregate o f the 
load capaci ty and 5 0 % of the tare of the vehic le — w a s imposed for compe t i t i ve 
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lourneys unless special features, pr inc ipa l ly unsu i tab i l i ty for rail t ranspor t , wa r ran ted 
some reduc t ion or exempt i on 

Change in Pol icy. A s repor ted last year, e x e m p t i o n f r o m charges w a s a l l o w e d f r o m 
1st Ju ly . 1 9 7 2 on all |ocrneys w h o l l y w i t h i n a def ined coun t r y area of the Sta te 
except w h e n cer ta in specif ic basic bu lk c o m m o d i t i e s w e r e carr ied 

In keep ing w i t h a further G o v e r n m e n t dec is ion to progress ive ly abo l ish all 
embargoes and charges on the carr iage o f goods by road, e x e m p t i o n f r o m charges 
(Except for the carr iage of speci f ied basic bulk commod i t i es ) w a s a l l owed as f r o m 1 st 
Ju ly . 1 9 7 3 . on all journeys c o m m e n c i n g in the count ry area of the State , irres­
pect ive of des t ina t ion . 

A s a f inal s tep in imp lemen t i ng the Gove rnmen t ' s dec is ion, al l r ema in ing charges and 
embargoes on the carr iage o f goods by road we re w a i v e d f r o m 1st Janua ry , 1 9 7 4 
Since that date, o w n e r s of all l i censed goods vehic les have been able to carry goods 
th roughou t the S ta te w i t hou t a permi t and f ree f r o m any rest r ic t ions under the Ac t 

Road M a i n t e n a n c e (Cont r ibut ion) Act -
Pol ic ies and pract ices based on exper ience con t inued th is year A descr ip t ion of m a i n 
features f o l l ows — 

The mo to r vehic le tax normal ly payable is reduced by 3 3 - 1 ' 3 % for lorr ies subiect to 
th is Act This is a s ta tu tory concess ion w h i c h , pr ior to 3 1 s t December . 1 9 7 1 w a s 
a l l owed at the rate of 5 0 % The concess ion has appl ied s ince the incep t ion o f the Ac t 
(in M a y 1 9 5 8 ) for pr imary p r o d u c e r s ' v e h i c l e s and f r o m 1st Janua ry . 1 9 6 0 for 
o ther l iable lorr ies 

Returns are an essent ia l fea ture o f Road Ma in tenance admin i s t ra t i on and it is a 
requ i rement tha t an owner (unless he has en te red into an "A r rangement ") shal l , by 
the fou r teen th day of eacn m o n t h , fu rn ish an accura te dai ly record o f jou rneys made 
du r ing the p reced ing m o n t h and pay the charges due 

A r r a n g e m e n t s . The number of o w n e r s w h o w e r e s u b m i t t i n g returns in a s imp l i f ied 
manner on a m o n t h l y or quar ter ly basis as p rov ided in the Ac t increased f r o m 2 . 2 3 3 
as at 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 3 to 2 , 3 5 0 as at 3 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 4 and the n u m b e r o f vehic les 
concerned decreased f rom 18 9 2 4 to 1 7 . 2 6 6 The number o f veh ic les covered by 
quar ter ly " a r r a n g e m e n t s " — appl icab le ma in ly to p r imary p roducers ' veh ic les — 
decreased du r ing the period under rev iew f rom 1 3 . 7 7 6 to 1 2 . 8 8 7 

These " a r r a n g e m e n t s " wh i ls t fac i l i ta t ing the task o f admin is te r ing the A c t . p rov ide 
relief for the many indiv idual o w n e r s such as p r imary producers , w h o w o u l d be 
ser iously inconven ienced by the need to keep dai ly journey records 

E V A S I O N A N D ENFORCEMENT 

The Depa r tmen t con t i nued to take f i rm and reasonable en fo rcemen t measures in order to 
ensure, as far as possib le, p ro tec t ion o f the revenue Road Patrols. Depa r tmen ta l Check ing 
Sta t ions and o ther sources repor ted 2 . 4 0 1 . 1 8 1 vehic le s igh t ings and these c o n s t i t u t e d the 
ma in basis for en fo r cemen t ac t ion 

Off icers located in the Regional Dis t r ic ts have been responsib le for c lose superv is ion o f 
road t ranspor t act iv i t ies in then respect ive d is t r i c ts and have rendered assis tance to m a n y 
opera to rs in c o m p l y i n g w i t h t i e prov is ions o f the Ac t Results of the number of cases 
w h e r e it b e c a m e necessary to prosecute opera to rs are s h o w n in Append i x 9 

Check ing S ta t ions . The f o l l ow ing f igures of vehic les and loads checked i l lustrate the scale 
on w h i c h the special Lorry Check ing S ta t ions at Ma ru l an and B e r o w r a assist t o w a r d see ing 
that lorr ies comp ly w i t h the special r equ i remen ts app ly ing t o t h e m : — 

M a r u l a n Be rowra Tota l 

1 Number o f vehic les 

1 9 7 2 1 9 7 3 3 3 9 9 1 6 4 0 9 , 3 3 9 7 4 9 , 2 5 5 

1 9 7 3 1 9 7 4 4 2 3 , 4 1 3 4 9 9 0 5 7 9 2 2 , 4 7 0 

2 Tonnages (Est imated) 

1 9 7 2 1 9 7 3 3 . 9 1 6 9 4 9 3 2 2 1 . 9 0 0 7 , 1 3 8 . 8 4 9 

1 9 7 3 1 9 7 4 4 . 7 8 6 7 1 3 3 . 9 0 3 , 8 2 9 8 , 6 9 0 , 5 4 2 

RESULTS THIS YEAR — (1) S t a t e T r a n s p o r t ( C o - o r d i n a t i o n ) A c t . Co l lec t ions o f charges 
under the Ac t for the carr iage o f goods a m o u n t e d t o $ 2 . 5 4 2 , 4 4 5 As repor ted earl ier, 
charges under the A c t w e r e d i scon t i nued as f r om 1 st January . 1 9 7 4 and charges co l lec ted 
since that da te , inc luded in the above f igure have been in respect o f jou rneys ope ra ted pr ior 
to the e l im ina t ion o f charges 



RESULTS THIS YEAR — (2) Road M a i n t e n a n c e (Cont r ibu t ion) Ac t . 

N S W In t ras ta te In ters ta te Tota l 

As at. or 
for year Liable Charges Liable Charges Liable Charges 

ended 3 0 t h vehic les rece ived veh ic les received vehic les received 
J u n e recorded $ recorded $ reco rded $ 

1 9 7 4 4 6 . 4 0 5 1 2 . 9 6 4 . 8 4 4 1 2 , 5 2 0 6 . 8 0 7 . 0 1 0 5 8 . 9 2 5 1 9 . 7 7 1 . 8 5 4 
1 9 7 3 4 7 . 2 1 2 1 2 . 4 4 9 , 3 3 6 1 2 , 7 6 3 5 . 9 2 7 . 5 0 2 5 9 . 9 7 5 1 8 . 3 7 6 . 8 3 8 

Rece ip ts m o n t h by m o n t h - as we l l as net receipts (af ter re funds) — appear in 
A p p e n d i x 7.  

" A r r a n g e m e n t " cases 

No in force Vehic les covered Charges paid 

1 9 7 4 2 . 3 5 0 1 7 . 2 6 6 $ 7 , 7 4 3 , 8 3 1 
1 9 7 3 2 . 2 3 3 1 8 . 9 2 4 $ 7 , 5 2 5 , 8 1 9 

The charges pa id are inc luded in the to ta l s h o w n in the p rev ious table These f igures d o no t 
inc lude p r imary producers ' veh ic les ( 1 1 . 0 5 4 this year. 1 1 , 3 5 2 last year) covered by 
"a r rangemen ts " bu t mak ing so l i t t le use of publ ic s t reets tha t receipts the re f rom (wh i ch are 
we l l b e l o w the no rma l ra te) w o u l d g ive a d i s to r ted resul t if i nc luded 

PASSENGER SERVICES — SYDNEY 
NEWCASTLE AND WOLLONGONG AREAS 

SPECIAL R E Q U I R E M E N T S IN THESE A R E A S 

Transpor t Ac t Appl ies. Under the Transpor t Ac t , three "T ranspor t D is t r i c ts " (Me t ropo l i t an . 
Newcas t l e and W o l l o n g o n g ) have been appo in ted as areas in w h i c h publ ic passenger 
serv ices are sub jec t to t h e Transpor t Ac t and the Regu la t ions for Publ ic Vehic les, in 
add i t i on to the M o t o r Traf f ic Ac t and the Sta te Transpor t (Co-ord inat ion) Ac t . 

T ranspor t D is t r i c ts Def ined . 

• The M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t D is t r ic t compr i ses the Coun ty of C u m b e r l a n d (exc lud ing 
any po r t i on of the Ci ty o f Greater W o l l o n g o n g ) and the Parish o f C o w a n in the 
Coun ty of N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 

• The Newcas t l e and Dist r ic t T ranspor t Dist r ic t compr i ses the ma in por t ion of the City 
of Greater Newcas t l e and Par ishes o f Tera lba and Kah ibah and part o f the par ish o f 
Wa l la rah in the Shi re o f Lake Macquar ie 

• The W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t Dist r ic t compr i ses the Ci ty o f Greater W o l l o n g o n g . 

B U S SERVICES 

Serv ice L icences Necessary. In add i t i on t o the l icences for the buses themse lves , l icences 
for the serv ices are requ i red by pr ivate ( that is n o n - G o v e r n m e n t ) bus opera to rs in t h e 
Transpor t Dis t r ic ts 

Service L icence Fees are d e t e r m i n e d ind iv idual ly for each service accord ing to the re turn to 
the operator , the nature o f the service, i ts ef fect (if any) on G o v e r n m e n t Transpor t 
ope ra t i ons and the to ta l sea t ing capac i t y of the f leet . The legal m a x i m u m $ 8 per seat 
o f the to ta l sea t ing capac i t y bu t in the report year, and for m a n y prev ious years this 
m a x i m u m has not been approached The to ta l of such fees for pr iva te bus serv ices 
a m o u n t e d t o $ 3 9 , 2 2 7 . the fees for the ind iv idual serv ices va ry ing f r o m $ 1 , 0 7 5 t o $ 3 
Serv ice l icence fees for G o v e r n m e n t Transpor t Opera t ions we re $ 3 3 , 0 0 0 

M o t o r Vehic le Tax. Tax payab le on reg is t ra t ion o f buses is levied at special "bus" rates 
prescr ibed by the M o t o r Vehic les (Taxat ion) Ac t The tax is app l ied for ma in tenance o f bus 
routes, as desc r ibed in a f o l l ow ing paragraph Receipts f r o m bus tax. deta i ls of w h i c h 
appear in Append i x 4 to ta l led $ 6 9 6 , 3 7 3 c o m p a r e d w i t h last year 's f igure of $ 6 6 8 , 1 2 6 

Con t r i bu t i on by Gove rnmen t Bus Serv ices. A l t h o u g h legal ly ob l iged to pay on ly service 
l icence fees (and not the reg is t ra t ion fee or mo to r vehic les tax) the Publ ic Transpor t 
Commiss i on , as a mat te r o f G o v e r n m e n t pol icy, con t r i bu tes a m o u n t s ca lcu la ted and 
subsequent ly d is t r ibu ted on the same basis as tax paid by pr ivate bus opera to rs The 
a m o u n t s so con t r i bu ted th is year and inc luded in the fo rego ing f igures, to ta l l ed $ 3 3 2 , 9 5 2 
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Revenue D is t r ibu ted (or Roadworks . M o s t o f the revenue der ived f r o m these sources is 
d is t r ibu ted o n a p ropor t i ona te basis to au thor i t i es (usual ly Counci ls) responsib le for the 
roads the buses use. Append i x 5 descr ibes the basis o f d i s t r i bu t ion and l ists the ind iv idua l 
a m o u n t s pa id 

Serv ices Opera t i ng . A s u m m a r y of s ta t i s t i cs re la t ing t o serv ices f o l l ows later in t h i s sec­
t ion wh i l s t m o r e de ta i led par t icu lars appear in A p p e n d i x 17 . 

Var ia t ions in Serv ices. Me t ropo l i t an Transpor t Dist r ic t — A s in past years serv ices w e r e 
prov ided to n e w schoo ls and new areas and in o ther cases ex is t ing serv ices w e r e ex tended 
or d iver ted to mee t deve lopmen ts The mos t impo r t an t of such recent var ia t ions w e r e the 
prov is ion of a n e w service be tween W i n d s o r Road. Bau l kham Hil ls and Seven Hil ls S ta t i on 
via Bau l kham Hil ls Wes t and the ex tens ion o f o m n i b u s route No. 1 6 1 f r o m Ingles ide t o 
M o n a Vale v ia M o n a Vale Road T o w a r d s the end o f the year t h e pr ivate ly opera ted 
o m n i b u s serv ice b e t w e e n Tamarama Beach and Sydney w a s d i scon t inued . The service is 
n o w ope ra ted by the Publ ic Transpor t Commiss i on . 

Compe t i t i on w i t h Gove rnmen t Transpor t . No serv ices are p e r m i t t e d to opera te in d i rect 
dup l i ca t ion of Gove rnmen t Transpor t Serv ices Howeve r , a smal l n u m b e r w h i c h c o m p e t e in 
less degree opera te in each Distr ict under rest r ic t ive cond i t i ons . In keep ing w i t h cu r ren t 
Gove rnmen t pol icy, the pract ice of co l lec t ing Co-ord ina t ion A c t charges for these serv ices 
w a s d i scon t i nued f rom 1st July, 1 9 7 3 . Such serv ices in the M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t D is t r ic t 
to ta l four. 

Fares. App rova l w a s g iven for a genera l fare increase, app l icab le as f r o m 1 5 th Apr i l . 1 9 7 4 
w h i c h w a s des igned to of fset an increase of about 1 2 % in opera t iona l cos ts t h r o u g h o u t the 
bus indust ry s ince the previous increase in 1 9 7 2 . The m a x i m u m increases a l l o w e d for 
adul t s ingle fares we re — 

1 cent on fares up to 10 cents 
2 cents on fares f rom 11 cents t o 17 cents 
3 cents on fares f rom 18 cents to 2 5 cents 
4 cents on fares f rom 2 6 cents t o 3 4 cents 
5 cents on fares f rom 3 5 cents t o 4 2 cents 
6 cents on fares of 4 3 cents and over. 
Propor t iona te increases in the cost of week l y t i cke ts we re also au thor ised 

S tandards of Serv ice. Frequent checks by D e p a r t m e n t a l techn ic ians ensure ma in tenance of 
proper veh ic le s tandards. Rout ine checks of t ime tab le observance and adequacy of 
serv ices we re carr ied out and correct ive ac t ion w a s taken on the f e w c o m p l a i n t s received 

Specia l Jou rneys . W h e r e required, pe rm i t s we re issued under the Transpor t Ac t and the 
Sta te Transpor t (Co-ord inat ion) Ac t for special jou rneys such as t o spo r t i ng and social 
events 

Trad ing Experience of Opera tors . Returns s u b m i t t e d by opera to rs pu rsuan t to l aw prov ide 
deta i led stat is t ics as to passengers carr ied, f inancia l resu l ts and plant and personne l 
engaged The s tat is t ica l per iod is the twe l ve m o n t h s end ing 3 1 s t M a r c h each year. Full 
i n fo rmat ion appears in Append i x 1 7 bu t the f o l l o w i n g tab le p resen ts some stat is t ica l 
h igh l ights 



SUMMARY OF BUS STATISTICS (AS AT OR IN THE 
YEARS ENDED JUNE, 1973 and 1974) 

Buses in Serv ice 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Newcas t l e W o l l o n g o n g Total 

1 9 7 4 
1 9 7 3 . . . . 

1 .387 
1 .458 

1 4 3 
1 4 4 

2 1 5 
2 0 6 

1 ,745 
1 .808 

Var ia t ion . . . . . . d o w n 71 d o w n 1 up 9 d o w n 6 3 

Serv ice Licences 

1 9 7 4 
1 9 7 3 

2 0 3 
2 0 4 

2 3 
2 3 

2 4 
2 5 

2 5 0 
2 5 2 

Var ia t ion . . . . . . d o w n 1 N o change d o w n 1 d o w n 2 

Revenue Der ived by D e p a r t m e n t 
$ 

1 9 7 4 6 4 0 . 2 6 1 
1 9 7 3 6 1 5 . 9 6 3 

S 
7 9 . 3 2 5 
7 8 . 7 8 0 

$ 
4 9 . 0 1 4 
4 5 . 7 8 2 

$ 
7 6 8 6 0 0 
7 4 0 . 5 2 5 

Var ia t ion . . . . . up 2 4 , 2 9 8 up 5 4 5 up 3 . 2 3 2 up 2 8 . 0 7 5 

Bus Revenue D is t r ibu ted for Roadworks 

$ S 
1 9 7 4 5 9 9 , 5 1 2 8 6 . 9 5 7 
1 9 7 3 5 7 1 . 3 9 0 6 4 , 6 5 9 

S 
5 3 . 5 4 9 
3 9 . 5 6 6 

S 
7 4 0 , 0 1 8 
6 7 5 , 6 1 5 

Var ia t ion . . . . u p 2 8 . 1 2 2 up 2 2 , 2 9 8 up 1 3 . 9 8 3 up 6 4 . 4 0 3 

For de ta i l s see — 
Append i x 1 7 
Append ix 4 

Append i x 5 

re buses in serv ice, passengers carr ied and t rad ing results, 
re revenue rece ip ts expend i tu re and d is t r i bu t ion of the Public 
Vehic le Fund. 
re a m o u n t s d i s t r i bu ted for r oadworks . 

TAXI-CABS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS 

Regis t ra t ion under Transpor t Ac t . Tax i -cabs and pr ivate h i re cars in the Transpor t Dis t r ic ts 
are sub jec t to reg is t ra t ion under the Transpor t A c t as we l l as reg is t ra t ion and l icensing 
under the M o t o r Traf f ic and Sta te Transpor t (Co-ord inat ion) Ac ts . 

Tax Revenue Expended on Traf f ic Faci l i t ies. M o t o r Vehic les tax pa id on tax i -cabs and 
pr ivate h i re cars is paid into the Publ ic Vehic les Fund and is app l ied as descr ibed earl ier 
t o w a r d s the cost of imp roved traf f ic fac i l i t ies, par t icu lar ly t ra f f ic cont ro l l ights 

Categor ies of tax i -cabs . Tax i -cabs in the M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t Dist r ic t are c lassi f ied as. 

(i) Unres t r i c ted 

(ii) Rest r ic ted — to opera te f r om a par t icu lar s tand or one or m o r e ad jacent s tands as 
spec i f ied in l i cence. 

(ii i) Ci ty of Sydney — to opera te f r o m s tands w i t h i n the area of the Counci l of the City 
o f Sydney as de f ined pr ior to 1st Augus t . 1 9 6 8 and at Neut ra l Bay. C remorne . 
M o s m a n . C r o w s Nest . Nor th Sydney Ra i lway S ta t i on . M i l sons Point Rai lway 
S ta t i on and K ings fo rd S m i t h A i rpo r t 

(iv) D is t r ic t — t o opera te f r o m s tands in one o f the seventeen des igna ted tax i -cab 
d is t r ic ts in the Transpor t D is t r ic t These tax i -cabs may also occupy the s tands at 
Sydney (K ings fo rd -Smi th ) A i rpo r t and at Cent ra l Ra i lway S ta t i on . Sydney. 

In the Newcas t l e Transpor t D is t r ic t there are bo th unres t r ic ted tax i -cabs and tax i -cabs 
res t r ic ted to par t icu lar s tands or g roups of s tands wh i le in the W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t 
D is t r ic t , »*' "ax i -cabs are a l lo t ted t o par t icu lar s tands or g roups of s tands 

Private Hire Car Opera t ions . A l l p r iva te h i re cars are pe rm i t t ed to s tand for hire only at 
po in ts speci f ied in the l icences and on ly h i r ings tha t have been p re -a r ranged may be 
accep ted e lsewhere . They are. in the ma in , unres t r ic ted in ope ra t i on but a smal l n u m b e r 
arc l im i ted to the conveyance of passengers in connec t i on w i t h w e d d i n g s , funera ls and 
tou rs and the carr iage o f school ch i ld ren to and f r o m schools . 
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S t a n d a r d o f S e r v i c e — 

G e n e r a l P o l i c y . The ma in tenance of a h igh s tandard o f serv ice has been a ided by the c o n ­
t i nua t ion o f po l ic ies requ i r ing any pe rson acqu i r ing a res t r i c ted . Ci ty o f Sydney , or Dist r ic t 
tax i -cab t o reside, o r w i t h i n 12 m o n t h s take up res idence, in or c losely ad jacen t to t h e 
au tho r i sed area of o p e r a t i o n ; and o w n e r s genera l l y to have sole con t ro l and m a n a g e m e n t 
of the tax i -cabs and dr ive t h e m as their sole or pr inc ipa l m e a n s o f e m p l o y m e n t ; p e r m a n e n t 
e x e m p t i o n f r om these la t ter requ i rements is pe rm i t t ed on ly in the cases o f w i d o w s acqui r ­
ing tax i -cabs under their late husbands ' w i l l s or to pe rm i t the re t i rement , af ter l eng thy ser­
v ice in the tax i indust ry , of o w n e r s w h o are 6 0 years or m o r e of age 

N e w L i c e n c e s in t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n T r a n s p o r t D i s t r i c t . A f te r an in tens ive i nves t i ga t i on 
and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n by a S u b - C o m m i t t e e o f the Taxi Adv i so ry Counc i l in to tax i -cab ser­
v ices t h r o u g h o u t the M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t D is t r ic t , approva l w a s g iven for the issue of 
1 3 8 add i t i ona l l icences One l icence w a s a lso re- issued 

R a d i o C o n t r o l . The major i ty of tax i -cabs and m a n y pr ivate hire cars in the Transpor t 
Dis t r ic ts are f i t ted w i t h t w o - w a y rad ios in t h e interest of imp roved serv ice to the publ ic . 
Dur ing the report year t w o radio o rgan isa t i ons a m a l g a m a t e d w i t h o the r ex is t ing rad io co­
opera t ives leav ing 13 organ isa t ions to p rov ide t w o - w a y radio c o m m u n i c a t i o n for tax i -cabs 
in the M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t D is t r ic t T w o - w a y radio fac i l i t ies for tax i -cabs are p rov ided 
by o n e o rgan isa t ion in t h e Newcas t l e Transpor t D is t r ic t and o n e in the W o l l o n g o n g 
Transpor t D is t r ic t 

The t ransfer of M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t D is t r ic t tax i -cabs f r o m one t w o - w a y radio o rgan isa ­
t ion t o ano ther has genera l ly been p roh ib i ted excep t in respect o f unres t r i c ted tax i -cabs 

The d e v e l o p m e n t of radio opera t ions in recent years is i l lus t ra ted by t h e f igu res g iven in 
Append i x 1 8 The f o l l o w i n g s u m m a r y of s ta t i s t i cs gives the pos i t ion as at 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 4 
and o ther i n fo rma t i on also 

SUMMARY OF TAXI-CAB AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR 
STATISTICS (at 30th June, 1973-1974) 

Vehic les in Serv ice 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 

1 9 7 3 1 9 7 4 

Newcas t l e 

1 9 7 3 1 9 7 4 

W o l l o n g o n g 

1 9 7 3 1 9 7 4 

Tax i -Cabs -
Unres t r i c ted 
Rest r ic ted 
Ci ty of Sydney 
Dis t r ic ts 

2 , 4 3 7 
1 

2 6 1 
3 9 5 

2 , 4 3 7 
7 

3 0 1 
4 8 8 

86 
36 

86 
4 0 1 1 7 1 1 7 

Sub Tota l 3 . 0 9 4 3 , 2 3 3 1 2 2 1 2 6 1 1 7 1 1 7 

Private Hire Cars - 2 2 2 2 2 3 1 4 13 9 7 
Tota l 3 . 3 1 6 3 . 4 5 6 136 1 3 9 1 2 6 1 2 4 

Radio Con t ro l led Vehicles 
( inc luded in above) 
Tax i -Cabs 
Private Hire Cars 

3 . 0 1 2 
1 7 2 

3 . 1 5 1 
1 7 6 

122 
1 1 

1 2 6 
10 

1 1 6 
2 

1 1 6 
2 

To ta l 3 . 1 8 4 3 32 / 1 3 3 1 3 6 1 1 8 1 1 8 

Fares. Pr ivate hire car fares are not con t ro l l ed but tax i -cab fares in the Transpor t D is t r i c ts 
are f ixed by regu la t ion . Approva l w a s g iven on 2 8 t h June , 1 9 7 4 for an increase in taxi fares 
and misce l laneous tax i charges such as book ing fees and luggage rates H o w e v e r the n e w 
fares w i l l not b e c o m e ef fect ive unt i l 1st Sep tember . 1 9 7 4 . 

Transfers. Transfers o f the reg is t ra t ions and l icences of tax i -cabs and pr ivate hire cars are 
permiss ib le at the Commiss ioner ' s d i sc re t ion A n y such t ransfers o f l icences are subject t o 
the prov is ions of the Transfer o f Publ ic Vehic les (Taxat ion) A c t under w h i c h a tax 
ca lcu la ted on the cur rent market value o f the l icence mus t be paid by the t ransferor . The 
tax in respect of the t ransfer of a " p u r c h a s e d " l icence is 2 ' / i % of the cur rent marke t va lue 
In respect of an " issued" l icence, the tax is 2 5 % w h e r e the l icence has been issued less 
than six years, reduc ing progressively to 2y/i% w h e n the l icence has been issued over 15 
years. M o n i e s der ived f r o m these t ransac t ions are paid in to the Road Transpor t and Traff ic 
Fund (see Append i x 3 ) . 

Tax i -Cab Lost Proper ty . Ar t ie es left in tax i -cabs by hi rers m u s t be sur rendered t o the 
D e p a r t m e n t by dr ivers A f ixed a m o u n t of compensa t i on for the dr ivers is co l lec ted by t h e 
Depa r tmen t f r om persons c la im ing their p roper ty . A n y u n c l a i m e d ar t ic les are sold t h rough 
the Publ ic Transpor t Commiss ion ' s regular lost p roper ty auc t ion sales and the p roceeds , 
w h i c h are smal l , are paid into the Road Transpor t and Traff ic Fund. 
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New regulations for public vehicles require taxis to be fitted with roof signs which indicate 
whether they are. " Vacant". "Not for Hire" or "Engaged". The new signs replace dijjicult to 
read signs formerly fined inside taxis where they were likely to cause injury to passengers. 

T O U R I S T SERVICES 

M e t r o p o l i t a n T r a n s p o r t D i s t r i c t . On 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 4 there w a s a to ta l of 7 5 l icensed 
tour is t veh ic les in the M e t r o p o l i t a n area i nc lud ing those res t r ic ted for ope ra t i on f r o m 
speci f ied suburbs . 

L O N G D I S T A N C E PASSENGER T R A N S P O R T BY R O A D 

A p p r o v a l w a s g i ven du r ing the year under rev iew for the opera t i on o f an express coach 
service b e t w e e n Bal l ina and Sydney via the Pacif ic H i g h w a y sub jec t t o a p roh ib i t i on on the 
p ick ing up and set t ing d o w n of passengers en route and an o m n i b u s service b e t w e e n 
Queanbeyan and W a g g a W a g g a sub jec t to the p roh ib i t i on of p ick ing up and se t t i ng d o w n 
passengers in cer ta in sect ions o f the service. Permiss ion w a s also g iven for an in ters ta te 
coach service opera t ing b e t w e e n Br isbane and M e l b o u r n e via " i n l a n d " t o w n s to convey 
in t ras ta te passengers w i th in N e w Sou th Wa les prov id ing passengers are not carr ied solely 
w i t h i n the area b e t w e e n T w e e d Heads and T a m w o r t h . b o t h p laces inclusive and b e t w e e n 
A lbu ry and Dubbo . bo th p laces inc lus ive. H o w e v e r , passengers may be carr ied on the ful l 
j ou rney f r om W a g g a W a g g a to D u b b o or r e tu rn and on the fu l l journey f r om W a g g a W a g g a 
to W e l l i n g t o n and re turn 

A n u m b e r o f app l ica t ions to ope ra te long d i s tance passenger serv ices have been received 
by the D e p a r t m e n t The genera l q u e s t i o n o f the au thor isa t ion of bus serv ices of th is nature 
is cu r ren t l y under rev iew and d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f these app l i ca t ions is be ing tempora r i l y 
de fe r red un t i l t h e f ind ings o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n o f Inqui ry m e n t i o n e d b e l o w are k n o w n . 

C o m m i s s i o n o f I n q u i r y . In Sep tember . 1 9 7 3 the G o v e r n m e n t appo in ted a re t i red Dist r ic t 
Cour t J u d g e , Sir Ad r i an Cur lew is , C.B.E.. t o c o n d u c t a C o m m i s s i o n of Inqui ry in to Pr ivately 
Opera ted O m n i b u s and Tour is t Serv ices in N e w Sou th W a l e s The C o m m i s s i o n is to 
inquire i n to and report on the opera t i on of all c lasses of pr iva te o m n i b u s and tour is t 
veh ic le serv ices in the M e t r o p o l i t a n . Newcas t l e and W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t Dis t r ic ts and 
c o u n t r y d is t r i c ts o f New S o u t h Wa les , and to make r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s as t o ac t ion 
cons idered necessary in v i e w o f the changed c i r cumstances s ince 1 9 3 1 . w h e n ex is t ing 
leg is la t ion came in to force to con t ro l the ope ra t i ons of such serv ices hav ing regard to the 
in teres ts of the publ ic . S ta te f inances and the opera to rs 

The C o m m i s s i o n has c o n d u c t e d publ ic hear ings at Sydney and several coun t r y cent res 
such as Newcas t l e , W o l l o n g o n g . W a g g a W a g g a and K a t o o m b a and has examined w r i t t e n 
submiss ions f r o m Gove rnmen t D e p a r t m e n t s , local G o v e r n m e n t author i t ies , representat ives 
o f the bus and tour ist indust r ies and o f in te res ted publ ic bod ies . The inqui ry w a s stil l 
c o n t i n u i n g at the close o f the year covered by this report . 
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PASSENGER SERVICES - COUNTRY AREAS 

C O - O P E R A T I O N W I T H C O U N C I L S 

As we l l as be ing reg is tered and l icensed by th is Depar tmen t , mos t pub l ic passenger 
vehic les ou ts ide the Transpor t Dis t r ic ts are l icensed by local Counc i ls . A pol icy o f c lose 
co l labora t ion w i t h Counc i ls conce rn ing cur rent serv ices or the need for add i t i ona l 
l icences has been f o l l o w e d for many years to mu tua l advan tage and the benef i t of the local 
c o m m u n i t i e s concerned . The progressive decent ra l i sa t ion o f adm in i s t r a t i on b rough t about 
by the c rea t ion o f Regional Branches o f the D e p a r t m e n t has p roduced fur ther benef i ts . 

VEHICLES O N FIXED ROUTES 

Serv ices in Opera t i on . On 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 4 , 1.922 regular passenger car ry ing serv ices 
we re opera t ing in count ry d is t r ic ts . 2 , 4 5 4 buses and 3 5 5 o ther veh ic les w e r e e m p l o y e d in 
t h e m , the lat ter usual ly be ing cars or lorr ies car ry ing occas iona l passengers on mai l routes 
or schoo l ch i ld ren in iso lated areas. 

C o m p e t i t i o n w i t h Ra i lways . The pol icy f o l l o w e d in th is respect in regard to the Transpor t 
Dis t r ic ts opera tes for coun t r y services also. Services in d i rect dup l i ca t ion are not pe rm i t t ed 
but a n u m b e r of serv ices c o m p e t i n g in less degree w e r e au tho r i sed sub jec t to rest r ic t ive 
cond i t ions . 

Fares. Increases we re au thor ised for a n u m b e r of services. The c i r cumstances w e r e 
cons idered jo in t ly by the Depa r tmen t and t h e local Counci ls . 

Specia l Jou rneys . In a number of cases journeys for such purposes as spor t i ng and social 
events w e r e au thor ised by permi ts . 

T A X I - C A B A N D PRIVATE HIRE C A R S 

S c o p e of L i c e n c e s . Count ry tax i -cabs may ply for hire on ly w i t h i n the Mun ic ipa l i t i es (or. if 
in Shires, the t o w n s or v i l lages) for w h i c h the l icences are issued. A coun t r y p r i va te h i re car 
may wa i t for hire only at the address of o ther speci f ied s tand m e n t i o n e d in the l icence. 
Both types of l icence i. tho r i se |ourneys in c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h the ra i lways for up t o 5 0 mi les 
as we l l as non -compe t i t i ve journeys o f any leng th . Permi ts for longer c o m p e t i t i v e journeys 
w e r e issued. 

Veh ic les in Serv ice (on 3 0 t h June) — 1 9 7 3 1 9 7 4 

Bal lo ts for N e w Licences. The ba l lo t t i ng sys tem has been re ta ined as be ing the mos t 
sui table for the vary ing cond i t ions w h i c h apply ou ts ide the Transpor t d is t r ic ts Under this 
sys tem, w h e r e a need is estab l ished to the sat is fac t ion o f the D e p a r t m e n t and the Counci l 
conce rned , a ba l lo t is carr ied out by the Counci l af ter app l i ca t ions have been inv i ted. 

T w o - W a y Radio. The Depa r tmen t has con t i nued to p r o m o t e t h e prov is ions of radio con t ro l 
for hire vehic les in coun t r y areas w i t h the assis tance of the Pos tmas te r Genera l 's 
Depa r tmen t and local Counci ls . This service is general ly conduc ted by opera tor co­
opera t ives Cent res n o w prov ided w i t h t w o - w a y radio service are l is ted in Append i x 18. 

TOURIST VEHICLES 

Services Opera t i ng . Tour ist services opera t i ng f r om speci f ied tour is t resor ts for the carr iage 
of passengers on tours descr ibed in the l icences to ta l 9 7 . 

Sta te Licence Necessary. A l icence under the A i r Transpor t Ac t is required before an 
aircraft m a y be opera ted commerc ia l l y for the carr iage of passengers or goods on a route 
w h i c h is w h o l l y w i t h i n N e w South Wa les . 

Th is l icence is add i t iona l t o the au thor i t y an opera tor mus t ob ta i n f r o m the Aus t ra l ian 
Depa r tmen t of Transpor t . 

Serv ices Prov ided. Regular air services in N e w Sou th Wa les are in t w o categor ies, one 
be ing those o f ful l air l ine s tandard and opera ted over routes b e t w e e n Sydney and major 
count ry cent res and the other, us ing smal ler aircraft , over routes w h i c h , for a var ie ty of 
reasons, are not p rov ided w i t h a service by the major in t rasta te air l ine opera tors . 

The lat ter m e n t i o n e d service, usual ly re fer red to as " C o m m u t e r Serv ices" p rov ide regular 
air t ravel fac i l i t ies over an increasing n u m b e r o f routes w i t h i n the S ta te as feeders to major 
centres, and also in the f o r m of d i rec t serv ices to Sydney f r o m coun t r y a i rpor ts . 

C o m m u t e r opera t ions are regarded as a w o r t h w h i l e c o m p l e m e n t t o ma in air l ine services, 
and it is the Depar tmen t ' s pol icy to g ran t l icences w h e r e possible and to l imi t refusals to 
those proposa ls w h i c h w o u l d conf l ic t w i t h ex is t ing services. 

A n e w c o m m u t e r service w a s in t roduced du r ing the year f r om Coffs Harbour to Newcas t l e 
w h i c h also prov ides air faci l i t ies for res idents of Kempsey, Port Macquar ie and Taree. 

Taxi -cabs 
Private Hire Cars 

8 7 0 
1 1 2 

9 6 6 
1 1 4 

AIR SERVICES 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Ferries. There are four teen pr ivate ly o w n e d ferr ies l icensed to opera te for the conveyance 
of passengers in the Port of Sydney . In add i t i on seven ferr ies serv ing M a n l y are opera t ing 
under the au thor i t y of pe rm i t s under the Sta te Transpor t (Co-ord ina t ion) Ac t pend ing 
conc lus ion of nego t ia t ions for the t ak i ng over of the service by the S ta te Gove rnmen t . 
Dur ing the year the service b e t w e e n Circular Quay and Gladesvi l le changed owne rsh ip and 
w a s also ex tended to serv ice the M e a d o w b a n k and D r u m m o y n e areas. On 2 7 t h J u n e . 
1 9 7 4 . approval w a s g iven for the opera t i on of an o f f -peak Hover fe r ry service b e t w e e n 
Circular Quay and Rose Bay and W a t s o n s Bay (see pho tog raph ) . 
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Traffic Safety Activities 
— Drivers, Vehicles 

and Traffic Facilities 

GENERAL 

Basic P o l i c y . Outs ide the f ields of revenue co l lec t ions for r o a d w o r k s and o ther purposes 
and the regu la t ion of commerc ia l t ranspor t services, mos t D e p a r t m e n t a l act iv i t ies are 
conduc ted w i t h t raf f ic satety a ims uppe rmos t in m i n d and pol ic ies are f o l l o w e d w h i c h are 
des igned to reduce road risks and engender a c o m m u n i t y t raf f ic safety ou t l ook 

Speci f ic Measures . Cont inu ing w o r k in th is respect inc ludes the prov is ion of many types o f 
traff ic fac i l i t ies such as traff ic con t ro l l ights and special safeguards for ch i ld ren : cons tan t 
rev iew of dr iv ing laws; co l lect ion and d i ssemina t ion of acc ident s ta t is t ics as a basis for 
remedia l ac t ion th rough educa t ion , eng ineer ing s tandards o f vehic le f i tness a n d 
en fo rcemen t Sc ient i f ic research in to t raf f ic acc idents is conduc ted by the D epa r tm en t ' s 
Traf f ic Acc i den t Research Uni t . 

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT RESEARCH UNIT 

Estab l i shment . The Traff ic Acc iden t Research Uni t w a s es tab l ished as a Branch of the 
D e p a r t m e n t in May , 1 9 6 9 for the purpose o f under tak ing scient i f ic research into t raf f ic 
acc idents The Un i t is housed in a t w o storey bu i ld ing w i t h i n the Head Off ice comp lex 

A i m s and Compos i t i on . The ob ject ives of the Un i t are. broadly , t o prov ide an adv isory 
serv ice o n all ma t t e r s re la t ing to t ra f f ic sa fe ty based on hard sc ient i f ic ev idence g leaned 
f rom research b o t h here and overseas, and to or ig ina te research and under take invest iga­
t ions a long pr ior i ty l ines def ined by the needs o f the Depa r tmen t and the Sta te The 
research act iv i t ies of the Uni t are s t ruc tu red w i t h i n the mat r ix s h o w n be low w h i c h g ives a 
few examples of impo r t an t areas of concern in t raf f ic safety 
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A R E A OF 
I N V E S T I G A T I O N 

THREE T I M E - R E L A T E D P H A S E S 

A R E A OF 
I N V E S T I G A T I O N 

BEFORE THE 
C R A S H 

IN THE 
C R A S H 

AFTER THE 
C R A S H 

H U M A N 
FACTORS 

A l coho l abuse 
You th fu lness 
Educat ion 
En fo rcement 

Seat be l t use 
Crash H e l m e t 

use 

Med ica l care 
Rescue fac i l i t ies 

VEHICLE 
FACTORS 

Brakes 
Tyres 
S teer ing 
Suspens ion 

S teer ing co l umns 
Safety glass 
Door locks 
Passive rest ra in ts 

Fire 
En t rapment 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L 
FACTORS 

H i g h w a y des ign 
Traff ic eng ineer ing 
Pedest r ian cont ro l 

Roadside furn i ture 
Na tu ra l hazards 

Access ib i l i t y 
A m b u l a n c e 

serv ices 

G o o d s ta t is t ica l suppor t is basic to research in all these areas 

The Un i t opera tes w i th in a f lex ib le f r a m e w o r k o f four sect ions. The Engineer ing Research 
Sec t ion is headed by a senior test engineer , w i t h the suppor t of mechan ica l and elec­
t ron ics eng ineers , techn ic ians, d ra f t smen and genera l w o r k s h o p personne l . The Acc iden t 
Ana lys i s Sec t ion is ma in ly conce rned w i t h h u m a n and env i ronmen ta l fac tors , and is s ta f fed 
by eng ineers w i t h spec ia l exper ience in t raf f ic m a n a g e m e n t and h u m a n behaviour , 
psycho log is ts w i t h special in teres ts in pe rcep tua l , social and c l in ical aspects , s tat is t ic ians, 
m e m b e r s of the Police Force on secondmen t , and auxi l iary da ta co l lec t ion staff. A research 
med ica l of f icer w a s added t o the staf f in 1 9 7 3 

The Cler ical Serv ices Sec t ion is responsib le for process ing and cod ing , for subsequent 
compu te r analys is , the repor ts o f acc idents s u b m i t t e d by inves t iga t ing pol ice of f icers, and 
pub l i sh ing and d is t r ibu t ing s ta t is t ica l da ta . It admin is te rs a comprehens ive research l ibrary 
w h i c h receives a great deal o f l i te ra ture f r o m all over the wo r l d Finally, the Traff ic Safety 
Educat ion Sec t ion , w h i c h w a s estab l ished in 1 9 7 1 f o l l ow ing the vo lun ta ry l iqu idat ion o f 
the Road Sa fe ty Counci l of N e w Sou th Wa les , is responsib le for lec tu r ing act iv i t ies and for 
the d i ssemina t ion of c o m m u n i t y educa t iona l mate r ia l , p roduced in the Un i t or supp l ied by 
the Aus t ra l i an Depa r tmen t of Transpor t , and the p r o m o t i o n of t raf f ic safety p r o g r a m m e s 
th rough s ta t ic displays and exh ib i t ions . 

E q u i p m e n t for Test ing . Equ ipmen t used by the Traf f ic Acc i den t Research Un i t inc ludes a 
crash s imu la to r This is a s led t ha t is propel led a long rai ls t o impac t against a concre te 
b lock w i t h p re -de te rm ined force and c losely s imu la te the ef fects of crashes o f vary ing 
sever i ty on wha teve r c o m p o n e n t s are under test — occupan t rest ra in t sys tems f ixed in a 
car body shel l , for instance. The labora tory also houses t w o universal tes t ing mach ines , a 
brake- test d y n a m o m e t e r , and an impac t tester for crash he lme t research A w i d e var ie ty o f 
test equ ipmen t , m u c h of it d i rec ted to deve lopmen t of s tandards for ch i ld - res t ra in t sys tems 
and to eva lua te c o m p o n e n t par ts o f seat bel ts , has been made t o the Un i t ' s des ign A d u l t 
and chi ld reac t ion assessment e q u i p m e n t is also avai lable to Un i t researchers. Assoc ia ted 
w i t h the crash s imu la tor and o ther tes t ing e q u i p m e n t are h igh -speed mov ie cameras and a 
comprehens i ve i ns t rumen ta t i on sys tem cen t red on a c o m p u t e r . The c o m p u t e r is also used 
for p rocess ing data co l lec ted in the course of the Un i t ' s o ther research act iv i t ies 

Research Projects. The resu l ts o f Un i t research are normal ly f irst pub l ished by the 
Depa r tmen t as Traff ic A c c i d e n t Research Un i t Repor ts and a list of repor ts pub l ished so far 
f o l l ows : — 

1 / 7 0 "F i re in Road A c c i d e n t s " 
2 / 7 0 " H e a v y Veh ic le Crash In ju ry " 
3 / 7 0 " D e t e r m i n a t i o n o f S w e p t Paths o f Veh i c l es " 
4 / 7 0 "The Provis ional L icence S c h e m e — A Stat is t ica l Eva lua t ion " 
5 / 7 0 " D e a t h s on M o t o r Cyc les — A Study of 1 2 0 Fata l i t ies" 
6 / 7 0 " C o m p u l s o r y W e a r i n g of Seat Bel ts — A Feasibi l i ty S t u d y " 
1 /71 " H u m a n Factors in Traf f ic Safety — A Reappra isa l " 
2 / 7 1 "Sea t Belts A Survey of Usage and A t t i t u d e s " 
3 / 7 1 " A Traff ic S igna l S y s t e m for H igh Speed Roads " 
4 / 7 1 "Veh ic le W indsc reens : The Current Issues" 
1 /72 "Crashes at Ra i lway Level Cross ings" 
2 / 7 2 "D r i nk i ng and Dr iv ing : Soc io log ica l A s p e c t s " 
3 / 7 2 " T h e Young Dr i ve r " 
4 / 7 2 " A n Assessment o f Measu res to Reduce Cycl ist and Mo to rcyc l i s t A c c i d e n t s " 
5 / 7 2 " A s tudy o f Measu res to Reduce Injur ies to Pedes t r ians" 
V 7 3 " D r i n k i n g and Dr iv ing in Sydney: A C o m m u n i t y Survey of Behav iour and 
A t t i t u d e s " 
2 / 7 3 " D y n a m i c Tests for Seat Be l t s " 
3 / 7 3 " T h e Role of C o m m u n i c a t i o n and Propaganda in Traff ic S a f e t y " 
4 / 7 3 " C o m p u l s o r y W e a r i n g o f Seat Belts in N e w Sou th Wa les . A u s t r a l i a " 
1 /74 " S a s h D iscomfor t in Seat Be l t s " 
2 / 7 4 "C rash Pro tec t ion for B a b i e s " 
3 / 7 4 "The Effect on M a n d a t o r y Seat Bel t Use in N e w Sou th Wa les . A u s t r a l i a " 
4 / 7 4 "C rash Pro tec t ion for t h e , S u b - t e e n Ch i l d " . 



Pictured is an anthropomorhpic dummy designed and constructed in the Traffic Accident 
Research Unit. The dummy closely simulates a six months old child in the Unit's evaluation of 
infant crash restraint concepts. It has a cast aluminium "skeleton", padded with foam plastic. 
The spine is a steel cable assembly with nylon "vertebra". Sensors on the dummy connect to 
the Unit's computer to record "body" stresses under simulated crash conditions. 

The Un i t also publ ishes its w o r k by w a y o f con t r i bu t i ons to pro fess iona l journa ls and 
addresses to sc ient i f ic and other gather ings . W h e r e jus t i f ied , these and ar t ic les o f more 
genera l in terest are reproduced for w ide r d i s t r i bu t ion Over 2 0 0 Specia l Repor ts have been 
prepared re la t ing to the test ing and eva lua t ion o f var ious devices such as seat bel ts and 
chi ld rest ra in t sys tems. 

The Un i t has con t r i bu ted considerably to the d e v e l o p m e n t of ch i ld res t ra in ts in Aus t ra l i a . It 
has carr ied ou t the stat ic test ing of all of these devices s u b m i t t e d for cer t i f i ca t ion to the 
S tandards Assoc ia t ion of Aust ra l ia and the dynamic eva lua t ion of these restra ints, and 
some o thers , by submi t t i ng t h e m to crash s imu la t ions on i ts impac t s led Effect ive 
restra ints are n o w available for ch i ld ren f r o m one year o n w a r d s and the Un i t is n o w 
exp lor ing the very d i f f icu l t p rob lem o f p rov id ing restra ints for in fants under one year of age 

In 1 9 7 2 . as part o f i ts w ide - rang ing , mu l t i d isc ip l inary research into all aspec ts o f t raf f ic 
safety, the Un i t c o m m e n c e d an in -dep th s tudy of fa ta l c rashes w i t h a v i ew t o iden t i f y ing 
those fac tors w h i c h cou ld be l im i t ing the ef fect iveness o f cur rent seat be l t rest ra in t 
sys tems The f irst report on this p ro jec t w a s p resen ted to the 1 7 t h S tapp Car Crash 
Conference in U S A in November . 1 9 7 3 . The present conc lus ions of th is research are tha t 
the p ro tec t i on a f fo rded by a seat be l t can be imp roved by a t t en t i on to the w a y it is 
insta l led and w o r n , and that special a t ten t ion w i l l have to be paid to the des ign of some 
m a n - m a d e s t ruc tures , such as roadside ut i l i ty poles, w h i c h inf l ict such devas ta t ing d a m a g e 
on the cars w h i c h hit t h e m that seat bel ts can o f ten be o f l i t t le help in p reven t ing dea th or 
injury 

A n ex tens ion o f th is in -depth s tudy w a s c o m m e n c e d in 1 9 7 4 , w i t h f inancia l ass is tance 
f rom the Aus t ra l ian Depar tmen t of Transpor t , and ex tended to cover crashes resu l t ing in 
severe in jury to the wea re rs o f seat be l ts Concur ren t l y a th i rd s tudy of c rashes invo lv ing 
ch i ld ren as occupan ts o f cars is be ing carr ied out to establ ish the relat ive benef i t s o f the 
var ious ch i ld restra ints avai lable. T w o mob i le t eams are engaged fu l l - t ime on these 
act iv i t ies. 

In the area of educa t iona l act iv i t ies, the f ind ings of research s tud ies c o n d u c t e d by the Un i t 
h igh l igh ted the need for improved publ ic k n o w l e d g e of the p roven re la t ionship of a lcohol to 
increased crash risk, the reasons for and w o r k i n g s of the b rea th analys is leg is la t ion, and the 
prov is ion of s t r ingent penal t ies. These s tud ies also d e m o n s t r a t e d the ex is tence o f social 
pressures w h i c h tend to encourage d r i n k i n g before dr iv ing, rather than the cont ra ry , and 
that the d r ink ing dr iver is not genera l ly regarded as an an t i - soc ia l ' i nd i v i dua l 



W i t h the a im of imp rov ing this s i tua t ion t w o separate bu t re lated c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
campa igns , based on soph is t i ca ted c o m m u n i c a t i o n research, w e r e prepared jo in t ly by a 
profess ional creat ive team and the Un i t ' s staff 

The f i rs t c a m p a i g n w a s des igned solely to raise the level o f pub l ic awareness in those areas 
prev ious ly ident i f ied as def ic ient . It w a s sp i l t into t w o per iods. Oc tobe r -December . 1 9 7 3 
and A p r i l - M a y , 1 9 7 4 . Sc ient i f ic eva lua t ion o f the ef fects of th is c a m p a i g n s h o w e d that i t 
w a s successfu l in c o m m u n i c a t i n g appropr ia te i n fo rma t i on and thus ra is ing the genera l 
level o f awareness in the c o m m u n i t y . 

The second phase o f the c o m m u n i c a t i o n act iv i ty , d u b b e d t h e " p e r s u a s i v e " c a m p a i g n , w i l l 
c o m m e n c e on 7 t h Ju ly . 1 9 7 4 It is des igned t o in i t iate a process of soc ia l change , w h e r e b y 
the ind iv idua l w h o dr inks six m idd ies of beer or more and then a t t e m p t s to dr ive is ident i ­
f ied as not w o r t h y of soc ia l accep tance bu t on ly of publ ic d isapprova l and re ject ion. This 
phase w i l l be split into three per iods of h igh- in tens i ty press, rad io and te lev is ion adver t i s ing , 
spann ing a to ta l per iod o f 4'^? m o n t h s A g a i n , th is phase w i l l be sub jec ted to r igorous 
sc ient i f ic eva lua t ion 

ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT STATISTICS 

The of f ic ia l N e w S o u t h Wa les road acc ident s tat is t ics are c o m p i l e d by the Traff ic Acc i den t 
Research Un i t f r om Pol ice repor ts o f acc idents w h i c h cause dea th or in jury, or d a m a g e to 
proper ty es t ima ted to be in excess o f $ 5 0 

S u m m a r y stat is t ics o f t raf f ic c rashes are pub l ished by the D e p a r t m e n t every six m o n t h s in 
the "S ta t i s t i ca l S t a t e m e n t of Road Traff ic Acc iden ts in N e w Sou th W a l e s " and are w ide l y 
d is t r ibu ted to the re levant G o v e r n m e n t a n d s e m i - G o v e r n m e n t a u t h o r i t i e s and to in teres ted 
organ isa t ions and ind iv idua ls These bu l le t ins present in the f o rm o f comprehens i ve 
tabu la t ions, da ta w h i c h descr ibe the p h e n o m e n o n o f t raf f ic crashes in t e rms o f the m o r e 
s ign i f icant h u m a n , veh ic le and env i r onmen ta l factors. Supp lemen ta ry , more specia l ised 
crash da ta are d i s t r i bu ted to appropr ia te Gove rnmen t and Local Gove rnmen t bodies to 
prov ide a basis for any local cor rec t ive ac t ion W i t h i n th is D e p a r t m e n t the data f o r m the 
basis of the overal l t raf f ic safety po l i cy w h i c h is imp lemen ted th rough dr iver l icensing, 
vehic le reg is t ra t ion , t raf f ic regulat ions, and traf f ic eng ineer ing and m a n a g e m e n t counter -
measures Eva luat ion o f the Depa r tm en t ' s pol ic ies in these areas is one of the more 
impor tan t purposes o f th is i n fo rma t ion . 

W h i l e the pub l i shed stat is t ical i n fo rma t i on is ar ranged in tabu la t ions f o l l ow ing a un i fo rm 
pa t te rn adop ted by all S ta tes and Terr i tor ies, the comp le te data record for each crash is 
coded and s to red on magne t i c tape By the use of the Un i t ' s compu te r , or by the use o f 
large service bureau compu te rs , special analyses for speci f ic research pro jec ts can be 
carr ied ou t o n the w h o l e fi le o f all c rashes recorded over several years. As not all of the 
da ta on each pol ice repor t f o r m are encoded , cop ies of all repor ts are ma in ta ined on a 
m ic ro f i lm fi le These repor ts are readi ly accessib le for special pu rpose s tud ies and v i ew ing 
or copy ing o f the repor ts is poss ib le o n a m ic ro f i lm v iewer . 

The Uni t ma in ta ins p r in ted compu te r repor ts of acc ident da ta in a lphabet ica l street name 
order w i t h i n Local Gove rnmen t areas, and a spot m a p sys tem for Sydney and env i rons and 
for the major coun t r y areas This sys tem prov ides a visual surve i l lance o f the acc ident 
s i tua t ion in those areas. 

Dur ing the year a smal l auxi l iary sys tem w a s set up to deal exc lus ive ly w i t h fatal crash da ta 
ob ta ined f r o m pre l im inary pol ice repor ts received w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r hours of dea th Final 
of f ic ia l f igures w i l l sti l l have to awa i t the process ing o f the later rout ine pol ice repor ts , but 
the p re l im inary tabu la t ions p repared f r o m th is source w i l l p rov ide va luab le ear ly data for 
research and admin is t ra t ion purposes The tabu la t ions also p rov ide s tat is t ica l prof i les of 
fatal c rashes (e g the t ime of day and the nature o f the impac t ) , o f the dr ivers invo lved (e.g. 
age. sex. presence o f a lcohol ) and of the persons ki l led in the crash (e.g. age. sex and 
whe the r or not a seat belt w a s w o r n ) . 

FATAL TRAFFIC C R A S H E S IN N E W S O U T H W A L E S 

Tables one and t w o of Append i x 19 p resent pro f i les o f 1 .095 fatal c rashes and o f 1 .255 
persons ki l led for the year end ing 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 4 . 

Sal ient fea tures of Table one are that , in N e w Sou th Wa les for the year end ing 3 0 t h June . 
1 9 7 4 

• there w e r e 1 .095 crashes resu l t ing in fata l i t ies, 
• of these, abou t 2 5 % took place on Saturdays , 
• the mos t c o m m o n type o f impac t on Saturdays and Sundays w a s the s ing le-vehic le 

crash, and the m o s t c o m m o n t i m e for these w a s b e t w e e n 9 p.m and 3 a.m.. 
0 the mos t c o m m o n type of impac t on weekdays w a s the vehic le-vehic le crash, the 

mos t c o m m o n t ime for these be ing b e t w e e n 3 p m and 6 p.m., 
• about 2 5 % of fatal crashes invo lved pedest r ians, the mos t c o m m o n t ime for these 

be ing b e t w e e n 3 p.m and 9 p.m 

These f igures are cons is ten t w i t h independent research f ind ings concern ing the dangers o f 
"soc ia l d r iv ing ". and suggest s o m e re la t ionship b e t w e e n la te-n ight , s ing le-vehic le and 
possib ly a lcoho l - re la ted crashes 
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Sal ient features of Table t w o are that , in N e w Sou th Wa les for the year end ing 3 0 t h June , 
1 9 7 4 

« there w e r e 1 ,255 fata l i t ies resu l t ing f r o m t raf f ic crashes, 

• dr ivers o f - m o t o r vehic les accoun ted for abou t 3 0 % o f these fa ta l i t ies , 

• males o f age 1 7 - 2 0 we re over - represen ted a m o n g dr iver fa ta l i t ies, passenger 
fatal i t ies and m o t o r cyc le fata l i t ies. 

0 pedest r ians accoun ted for 2 2 % o f the year 's fa ta l i t ies, and w e r e mos t c o m m o n 
a m o n g the 2 - 6 year -o lds , and those aged 5 0 years and older. 

These f igures ref lect var ious research f ind ings w h i c h s h o w that y o u n g male dr ivers and 
their associates are relat ively h igh-r isk road users, as are very y o u n g and o ld pedest r ians 

Trends in fa ta l i t ies (see graph in Append ix 19) . have s h o w n a more or less s teady rise over 
the past 1 5 years (see. for examp le , moto rcyc l i s t s fatal i t ies) This is to be expec ted w i t h the 
steady rise in popu la t i on , n u m b e r s o f l icences on issue and vehic les reg is tered Howeve r , 
the rise in fa ta l i t ies has been re lat ive ly s l ower than tne rise in these o ther fac tors 

There are t w o except ions to this genera l u p w a r d t rend. Pedest r ian fata l i t ies over th is per iod 
of t i m e have rema ined fair ly cons tan t M o t o r vehic le occupan t fa ta l i t ies (dr ivers and 
passengers) exper ienced an unpreceden ted decrease in 1 9 7 2 This w a s be l ieved to be 
assoc iated w i t h the in t roduc t ion o f compu lso ry seat-bel t w e a r i n g leg is la t ion in Oc tober . 
1 9 7 1 

T H E D E P A R T M E N T ' S T R A F F I C E N G I N E E R I N G R O L E 

M E A S U R E S TO A S S I S T THE M O V E M E N T OF TRAFFIC 

Genera l . The Depa r tmen t ' s ma in respons ib i l i t y in the traf f ic eng ineer ing f ie ld is to p rov ide 
traf f ic s igna ls and o ther fac i l i t ies such as marked foo tc ross ings. roadmark ings and a var ie ty 
of s igns to reduce traf f ic conf l ic t , m in im ise risks to pedest r ians and mo to r i s t s and to assist 
the safe and order ly m o v e m e n t of pedest r ians and vehic les. 

The D e p a r t m e n t takes a major role as an adv isory body on t raf f ic p lann ing and 
m a n a g e m e n t and is represented on the Traff ic Adv isory C o m m i t t e e . U r b a n Transpor t 
Adv i so ry C o m m i t t e e . Park ing Adv iso ry C o m m i t t e e and the Techn ica l S u b - C o m m i t t e e s o f 
these and the Sydney A r e a T ranspor ta t ion S tudy Ac t i ve co l labora t ion is also under taken 
w i t h S ta te and Local G o v e r n m e n t Au tho r i t i es concern ing major t raf f ic reorgan isat ion 
proposals, traff ic m a n a g e m e n t s c h e m e s and the des ign and channe l i sa t ion o f in tersec t ions . 

It does not cons t ruc t roads or b r idges or p rov ide s igns re la t ing to phys ica l fea tures such as 
"Curve" s igns 

TRAFFIC S I G N A L S 

This Year 's W o r k . Dur ing the year the Depa r tmen t con t i nued to prov ide t raf f ic s ignals 
( insta l la t ions be ing carr ied ou t b o t h by Con t rac to rs and its o w n staff) and by 3 0 t h J u n e . 
1 9 7 4 . 9 6 n e w sets of t raf f ic s ignals had been c o m m i s s i o n e d 

The s i tes of the n e w s ignals are l is ted in A p p e n d i x 2 0 

It w a s an t ic ipa ted that s o m e t h i n g in excess of 1 0 0 n e w ins ta l la t ions w o u l d be c o m p l e t e d 
in the per iod , but the genera l wo r l d w i d e shor tage of mater ia ls caused d i f f icu l t ies in the 
supply of cr i t ica l c o m p o n e n t s early in the p r o g r a m m e and the ex tended w e t wea the r in the 
la t ter part of the year fu r ther de layed progress. Howeve r , desp i te these d i f f icu l t ies , 
in tens ive e f for ts by b o t h Con t rac to rs and Depar tmen ta l s taf f enab led m u c h of the l eeway 
to be made up. w i t h the result that 9 6 insta l la t ions we re c o m p l e t e d . This f igure is s ign i f i ­
cant ly h igher than the prev ious m a x i m u m n u m b e r o f 8 7 reached in the 1 9 6 7 / 6 8 year 

In add i t ion 5 6 sets o f s ignals w e r e modern i sed , 1 6 invo lv ing major a l te ra t ions to mee t 
changes in t raf f ic pat terns . 

INNER CITY OF SYDNEY 

Compu te r Con t ro l o f S ignals . The convers ion of the City master con t ro l sys tem to ful l 
compu te r ope ra t i on w a s con t i nued t h r o u g h o u t the year. In all. 4 5 in te rsec t ions w e r e 
t ransferred to c o m p u t e r con t ro l , m a n y requ i r ing major mod i f i ca t ions This leaves only 18 
in te rsec t ions in t h e inner c i ty p rec inc t to be conver ted to c o m p u t e r con t ro l 

A feature of the n e w c o m p u t e r sys tem is tha t it has n o w b e c o m e economica l l y feasib le to 
prov ide a separa te con t ro l cent re f r o m w h i c h the City 's s ignal sys tem cou ld be cont ro l led if 
the ma in con t ro l r o o m w a s pu t ou t of ac t i on for any reason. W o r k has c o m m e n c e d w i t h a 
v i ew to th is end in the n e w Pol ice Headquar te rs bu i ld ing in Col lege St reet 

C O - O R D I N A T E D S Y S T E M S FOR A R T E R I A L R O A D W A Y S 

Work is we l l under w a y on the ins ta l la t ion of t w o new compu te r con t ro l co -o rd ina ted 
sys tems at: 
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Canterbury Road b e t w e e n Fair ford Road, B a n k s t o w n and Pent land Avenue . Wi ley 
Park invo lv ing seven n e w and six recons t ruc ted sets o f s igna ls : 

Pa r ramat ta Road b e t w e e n Pot ts Street . H o m e b u s h and Shaf tesbury Road, B u r w o o d , 
invo lv ing seven new and eight recons t ruc ted sets of s ignals; 

and these are expec ted to be in opera t ion du r ing the next report year 

N E W D E V E L O P M E N T S 

The cost of p rov id ing l inking in Co-o rd ina ted Signal l ing Sys tems is very h igh and the 
Depa r tmen t has examined o ther possib i l i t ies It is a feasib le and e c o n o m i c p ropos i t ion to 
use Pos tmas te r -Genera s data l ines and their use in pr inc ip le has been agreed to by the 
Pos tmaste r -Genera l ' s Depa r tmen t 

W h e n i m p l e m e n t e d this proposal w i l l enable the es tab l i shment of Regional Master 
Compu te r Contro l lers capable o f con t ro l l i ng co-o rd ina ted sys tems w i t h i n a radius of 
approx imate ly 2 0 k i lomet res thus great ly reduc ing the number of ar ter ia l c o m p u t e r s 
requ i red. 

Portion of the Department'.': exhibit at the 1974 Royal Easter Show. The stand featured a model 
road system complete with cars and traffic lights. The cars moved according to the traffic lights 
which were, in turn, controlled by a full size electronic controller. Other items on exhibit were a 
computer used in traffic control, television screens showing typical traffic patterns managed by 
traffic control signals and a closed-circuit television system operated by visitors to the stand. 

OTHER TRAFFIC S I G N A L W O R K S 

Lane Cont ro l S igns. The r o a d w a y s o n the Ryde (Par ramat ta River) and T o m Ugly s 
(Georges River) Br idges cons i >t of three lanes o f w h i c h the cen t re lane traf f ic f l ow is var ied 
f r o m o n e d i rec t ion to the o ther accord ing t o d e m a n d . 

I l l umina ted lane con t ro l s igns w e r e instal led on the approaches to these br idges These 
s igns w h i c h are electr ical ly opera ted f r o m a cont ro l console at o n e end of the br idge 
replace the pa in ted signs w h i c h w e r e c u m b e r s o m e t o opera te and less ef f ic ient 

A id for B l ind Pedestr ians. V ib ra t i ng t o u c h t ype ind ica tors are instal led at the traff ic s ignals 
at the in tersect ion of B u r w o o d and Liverpool Roads. Enf ie ld, ad jacent t o the n e w premises 
of the Royal Bl ind Society, for the benef i t o f pedest r ians 

Exper iments c o n d u c t e d dur ing the year ind icated that audib le ind ica tors w o u l d be super ior 
to the v ib ra t ing type and a n e w p i e z o e l e c t r i c aud io tone source w h i c h can be readi ly 
incorpora ted in the pedest r ian push -bu t t on assembly is n o w avai lable. 



It is p roposed to prov ide a number o f these uni ts at t r ia l s i tes du r ing the next year 

Tempora ry Signals . Tempora ry signals we re instal led on br idges for con t ro l l ed s ignal lane 
opera t ion wh i l s t major repairs and ma in tenance we re under taken by the D e p a r t m e n t of 
M a i n Roads at Dubbo , Newcast le . Moree . Inverel l and Nar randera 

So l id -S ta te S igna l Con t ro l Equ ipment . As m e n t i o n e d in last year 's report a con t rac t w a s 
awa rded for the des ign , deve lopmen t and p roduc t ion of t ra f f ic s ignal con t ro l e q u i p m e n t 
using a m ic ro compu te r . 

Because of the shor tage o f mater ia l and resources, the Cont rac to r w a s unab le to supp ly 
the n e w e q u i p m e n t th is f iscal year and it w i l l n o w be avai lable ear ly in the next report year 

A l l o c a t i o n o f W o r k . The Depa r tmen t ' s cons t r uc t i on staff insta l led 2 2 of the 9 6 sets of 
s ignals c o m m i s s i o n e d du r ing the year, t h e o ther 7 4 ins ta l la t ions be ing e f fec ted by Cont rac­
tors in accordance w i t h the Depa r tmen t ' s des igns and spec i f i ca t ions . The D e p a r t m e n t ' s 
staff also car r ied out e ight of the 1 6 ma jo r recons t ruc t i ons of ex is t ing s ignal ins ta l la t ions . 
In add i t i on , m ino r recons t ruc t ions invo lv ing 4 0 s i tes w e r e also carr ied ou t by D e p a r t m e n t a l 
staff. 

The n u m b e r of t raf f ic s ignals in serv ice at 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 4 w a s 1 ,040 and de ta i l s of the 
types and locat ions are s h o w n hereunder : 

Vehic le 
actuated 

Pedestr ian 
s ignals Inner Ci ty T O T A L 

Sydney 6 0 2 1 9 9 1 0 9 9 1 0 
Newcas t l e 4 0 2 2 — 6 2 
W o l l o n g o n g 2 6 8 — 3 4 
Elsewhere 2 6 8 — 3 4 

T O T A L 6 9 4 2 3 7 1 0 9 1 ,040 

Ma in tenance and Repair . In addi t ion to the cons t ruc t ion and recons t ruc t i on of t ra f f ic 
s ignals. D e p a r t m e n t a l staff were e n g a g e d on rout ine ma in tenance and emergency repair 
w o r k in the Sydney and Newcas t le areas. In o ther areas such w o r k w a s carr ied out by the 
local e lec t r ic i ty supply au thor i t y on behal f o f the Depar tmen t . Expendi ture on m a i n ­
tenance for the year to ta l led S 1 , 3 7 8 . 2 5 7 . 

P r i o r i t y Roads . Surveys made on the expe r imen ta l Pr ior i ty Road (Vic tor ia Road b e t w e e n 
Par ramat ta and the City) have s h o w n that the imp roved t ravel t imes and traf f ic f l o w 
character is t ics repor ted last year have been ma in ta ined and w o r k on ex tens ion of the 
sys tem to o ther pr inc ipa l traff ic rou tes is we l l advanced 

C learway Rest r ic t ions. The gradual spread of the peak per iod beyond the actua l "peak 
h o u r " has. over the years, pushed the need for m a x i m u m capac i ty up to 9 . 3 0 a .m. in the 
m o r n i n g and 6 . 3 0 p.m. in the evening on an increasing n u m b e r o f roads. Apar t f r o m th is 
d e m a n d , res t r ic t ions te rm ina t ing at 9 . 0 0 a .m. and 6 . 0 0 p .m. leave no r o o m for recovery 
f r om major b reak -downs or acc idents occu r r i ng du r ing the peak and thereby ex tend the 
peak t raf f ic load unnecessar i ly. Di f f icu l t ies are encoun te red in c lear ing t ra f f ic f r om ma in 
traf f ic roads w h e n the ra ther arb i t rary reduc t ion of one - th i rd or one-ha l f in ava i lab le 
roadspace at the end of the peak per iod is not a t tended by a co r respond ing d rop in 
d e m a n d . 

W i t h these fac tors in m ind , the t imes o f c learway opera t i on we re s tandard ised to 6 . 3 0 
a m 9 . 3 0 a .m. and /o r 3 3 0 p .m. -6 .30 p .m. M o n d a y to Friday and these are be ing imp le ­
m e n t e d progressively. 

Dur ing the year c learway rest r ic t ions w e r e app l ied to four add i t iona l leng ths of r oadway 
viz: 

V ic tor ia Road b e t w e e n Church and O'Connel l St reets . Par ramat ta (1 1 th December , 
1 9 7 3 ) ; 

Ernest, Belgrave, Gerard and MacPhe rson St reets and Our imbah Road b e t w e e n the 
War r i ngah Expressway and Spi t Road ( 1 4 t h January , 1 9 7 4 ) ; 

Concord Road, Cooper Street, Everton Road, Raw Square, Redmyre Road, The 
Bou levarde, Leicester Avenue , Y o u n g and Sydney Streets , b e t w e e n Sydney and 
M o r w i c k St ree ts , St ra th f ie ld (1st Apr i l , 1 9 7 4 ) : and 

H u m e H i g h w a y b e t w e e n The Boulevarde. Enf ie ld and Rober tson St ree ts . Bass Hi l l 
( 2 0 t h May . 1 9 7 4 ) . 

S p e e d L i m i t s . A rev iew w a s made of all ex is t ing speed zoning, in the Sta te bu t l im i ted ac­
t ion w a s taken so that the work m i g h t be co -o rd ina ted w i t h me t r i ca t i on o f speed l im i t s in 
Ju l y . 1 9 7 4 . 
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There is p rov is ion unde r the M o t o r Traf f ic A c t tha t speed l im i t s m a y be var ied by d i rec t ion 
o f the M in is te r for T ranspor t . 

Dur ing the year such d i rec t i ons imposed a 3 5 m p h ( 6 0 k m / h ) speed l im i t on 14 leng ths o f 
r o a d w a y to ta l l i ng 5 6 . 9 9 mi les w h i l s t speed l im i t s va ry ing f r o m 4 5 m p h ( 8 0 k m / h ) to 6 0 
m p h ( 1 1 0 k m / h ) w e r e app l ied t o 2 8 leng ths o f r o a d w a y to ta l l i ng 8 2 . 5 8 mi les. 

Regu la t ions for Park ing. The D e p a r t m e n t annua l ly suppl ies a large n u m b e r o f s igns t o 
designate res t r ic t ions o n t h e use of kerbside space dec ided upon by the Commiss ioner of 
Police and the ten Parking Adv iso ry C o m m i t t e e s . The great ma jo r i t y o f these s igns we re 
p roduced by the D e p a r t m e n t a l Traf f ic Faci l i t ies W o r k s h o p at Rosebery. the rema inder 
be ing m a n u f a c t u r e d under con t rac t to the D epa r tmen t ' s spec i f ica t ions. 

Other Faci l i t ies Prov ided. 1 6 , 9 6 7 separate fac i l i t ies, inc lud ing m a r k e d foo tc ross ings. t raf f ic 
d o m e s , s top s igns, o n e - w a y traf f ic and o ther s igns and lane and cent re l ines mark ings we re 
prov ided du r ing the year and there are n o w about 2 3 0 , 7 0 0 such traf f ic faci l i t ies t h r o u g h ­
ou t the Sta te in add i t i on to t raf f ic s ignals. The ins ta l la t ion and ma in tenance w o r k in 
Sydney, Newcas t l e and W o l l o n g o n g areas is carr ied out by the D epa r tm en t ' s o w n staff and 
in o the r areas t h e w o r k is pe r fo rmed by Counc i ls under the d i rec t ion o f Depa r tmen ta l staff. 

Further changes w e r e made to the des ign o f s igns pr inc ipa l ly in assoc ia t ion w i t h met r ic 
convers ion , al l o f w h i c h c o n f o r m to the S.A.A. Code. This s tandard is based upon the 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s prepared by the Aus t ra l ian C o m m i t t e e on Road Devices 

C o s t . Total expend i tu re o n t raf f ic fac i l i t ies d u r i n g the year w a s $ 5 , 9 4 5 , 3 7 1 . Ins ta l la t ion 
m a i n t e n a n c e and ope ra t i on of t ra f f ic s ignals cos t $ 4 , 3 2 7 , 8 0 4 the ba lance o f $ 1 , 6 1 7 , 5 6 7 
be ing spen t on t h e p rov is ion and ma in tenance of o ther types o f fac i l i tes. 

Me t r i ca t i on . As ar ranged by the M e t r i c Convers ion Board , all speed l imi t s igns th roughou t 
Aus t ra l ia w i l l be changed to met r ic s y m b o l s du r ing Ju ly . 1 9 7 4 The change in N e w Sou th 
W a l e s w i l l invo lve abou t 1 6 . 5 0 0 speed l im i t s igns 

W i t h t h e i m p e n d i n g change to met r ic , the oppor tun i t y w a s taken to rev iew and fur ther 
ex tend speed zon ing a long in ters ta te h i g h w a y s and o ther impor tan t t raf f ic routes. A s a 
result , zon ing w i l l be ex tended concur ren t l y w i t h the Ju ly convers ion , to the borders of 
N e w S o u t h W a l e s . 

Departmental staff preparing metric speed limit signs bejore the changeover of signs scheduled 
to begin in July. 1974. 
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AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING 

G E N E R A L VEHICLE FITNESS POLICY 

The in f luence on road r isks of the mechan ica l cond i t i on of veh ic les is recogn ised by pol ic ies 
w h i c h lay emphas is on regular inspec t ions of vehic les a l ready reg is tered and e x a m i n a t i o n 
of those abou t to be pu t on the road, t oge the r w i t h means for requ i r ing the repair o f 
vehic les f o u n d t o be de fec t i ve 

These pol ic ies are i m p l e m e n t e d per m e d i u m o f extens ive inspec t ions by ski l led Depar t ­
men ta l s taf f of veh ic les in par t icu lar ca tegor ies , and a S t a t e - w i d e n e t w o r k o f pr ivate ly 
o w n e d m o t o r service s ta t ions au thor ised to check the mechan ica l cond i t i on of veh ic les 
before renewa l of reg is t ra t ion . M o r e speci f ic i n fo rmat ion f o l l o w s in regard to par t icu lar 
f ie lds of vehic le inspect ions . 

Dur ing the repor t year the Regu la t ions made under the M o t o r Traf f ic A c t we re a m e n d e d to 
inc lude add i t i ona l Aus t ra l ian Des ign Rules for M o t o r Veh ic le Sa fe ty w h i c h are appl icab le to 
cur rent m o t o r vehic les These Rules speci fy acc ident avo idance and occupan t p ro tec t i on 
s tandards for m o t o r vehic les and some of their c o m p o n e n t par t and assembl ies . Seat belt 
equ ipmen t , n e w p n e u m a t i c passenger car tyres, engine emiss ion con t ro l and veh ic le noise 
are typ ica l areas w i t h w h i c h these Rules are concerned . 

I M P O R T E D M O T O R VEHICLES 

The M o t o r Traf f ic Regu la t ions state tha t n e w mo to r vehic les are requ i red to comp ly w i t h 
the Aus t ra l i an Des ign Rules for M o t o r Vehic le Safety and pr ior to accep tance for regis­
t ra t ion , comp l i ance w i t h these Des ign Rules is requ i red to be d e m o n s t r a t e d by w a y of type 
approva l tes t ing A Compl iance Plate is requ i red t o be af f ixed w i t h the approva l o f the A u s ­
t ra l ian M o t o r Vehic le Cer t i f i ca t ion Board to each vehic le as ev idence tha t the necessary 
type tes t ing has been conduc ted and a sat is fac tory result ach ieved and accep ted as such 
by the Board 

Veh ic les m a n u f a c t u r e d overseas after 1st January . 1 9 7 0 (i.e. the f irst da te of opera t ion o f 
Des ign Rules) of t ypes w h i c h have not been demons t ra ted by tes t to mee t these impo r t an t 
safety requ i remen ts and w h e r e ev idence of test has not been s u b m i t t e d to and accep ted by 
the above Board and the af f ix ing of Comp l i ance Plates the re to du ly approved , w i l l not 
there fore c o m p l y w i t h the requ i rements for reg is t ra t ion . 

To assist those persons w h o had made c o m m i t m e n t s prior to 1 st Oc tober . 1 9 7 3 and bona 
f ide immig ran t s or re tu rn ing t ravel lers, vehic les manu fac tu red overseas s ince 1st Janua ry . 
1 9 7 0 and not hav ing a Comp l i ance Plate af f ixed w i t h the approva l of the Aus t ra l i an M o t o r 
Vehic le Cer t i f i ca t ion Board w i l l be: 

(a) accep ted for reg is t ra t ion if a c c o m p a n i e d by sat is factory d o c u m e n t a r y ev idence f rom 
their o r ig ina l manu fac tu re rs tha t vehic les of the exact type concerned have been 
tes ted and f o u n d t o c o m p l y w i t h the requ i rements of all Aus t ra l i an Design Rules 
appl icab le t o their da te of m a n u f a c t u r e and are found on D e p a r t m e n t a l i nspec t ion to 
comp ly in all o ther respects w i t h Regu la t ion requ i remen ts : or 

(b) accep ted for reg is t ra t ion w h e r e i m p o r t e d into Aus t ra l ia pr ior to 1st Oc tober . 1 9 7 3 or 
whe re d o c u m e n t a r y ev idence is p roduced that impo r ta t i on thereo f had been 
ar ranged pr ior to 1st Oc tober . 1 9 7 3 . and are f o u n d on D e p a r t m e n t a l inspect ion t o 
comp ly in all respects w i t h Regu la t ion requ i rements , inc lud ing those o f all A u s ­
t ra l ian Des ign Rules appl icab le to the vehic le type concerned accord ing to i ts da te o f 
manu fac tu re : or 

(c) cons idered for reg is t ra t ion w h e r e purchased in r ight hand dr ive f o r m by bona f ide 
i m m i g r a n t s or re tu rn ing t rave l lers for the i r pr iva te use overseas prior to 1st October , 
1 9 7 3 and impo r t ed or i m p o r t a t i o n is a r ranged prior to 1 st January , 1 9 7 5 . sub jec t to 
such vehic les be ing f o u n d on D e p a r t m e n t a l inspect ion to comp ly in all respects w i t h 
Regu la t ion requ i rements , inc lud ing those of all Aus t ra l ian Design Rules appl icab le to 
the veh ic le t ype conce rned accord ing t o i ts da te o f manu fac tu re . 

M o t o r vehic les manu fac tu red overseas prior to 1st January . 1 9 7 0 w i l l be accep ted for 
reg is t ra t ion for the t ime be ing , p rov ided upon D e p a r t m e n t a l i nspec t ion they are f o u n d t o 
c o m p l y in all respects w i t h the Regu la t ion requ i rements appl icab le to such vehic les at the 
t ime of their manu fac tu re . 

PUBL IC P A S S E N G E R - C A R R Y I N G VEHICLES 

Passenger -car ry ing publ ic veh ic les (omnibuses , tax i -cabs and pr ivate hire cars) are subject 
to m o r e extens ive and m o r e f requen t examina t i ons than are pr ivate vehic les. Such 
examina t i ons are made at regular in terva ls by qua l i f ied D e p a r t m e n t a l mechan ica l 
inspectors. Veh ic les in the M e t r o p o l i t a n , Newcas t l e and W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t D is t r i c ts 
are examined m o r e f requent l y than those ou ts ide such Dis t r ic ts and, as far as prac t icab le , 
all passenger -car ry ing publ ic veh ic les t h r o u g h o u t the Sta te are examined t w i c e each year. 
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PRIVATE VEHICLES 

N e w Vehic les abou t to be reg is te red . A n a r rangemen t ex ists w h e r e b y the d is t r ibu tors o f 
pract ica l ly all mo to r s cars and l ight commerc i a l vehic les subm i t samples of n e w mode l 
vehic les and then receive au thor i t y to cert i fy as to the f i tness for reg is t ra t ion of fu r ther 
vehic les ident ica l w i t h the samp le . This a r rangemen t is S t a t e - w i d e and has resu l ted in 
cons iderab le economies to the D e p a r t m e n t as w e l l as the m o t o r t rade. This year th is 
au thor i t y e m b r a c e d 5 1 0 d is t r ibu to rs , an increase of e ight over last year 

Used Vehic les abou t to be re- reg is tered. Vehic les about to be re- reg is tered after a lapse of 
a prev ious reg is t ra t ion mus t be inspected at an Au tho r i sed Inspect ion S ta t i on (as descr ibed 
later) or at a M o t o r Registry w h e r e a qual i f ied techn ica l of f icer of the Depa r tmen t is 
s ta t ioned 

A U T H O R I S E D INSPECTION S T A T I O N S C H E M E 

Out l ine and Purpose of S c h e m e . In all par ts o f the Sta te (except for a f e w remo te areas) 
service s ta t ions w i t h t h e necessary faci l i t ies have been appo in ted as Au tho r i sed Inspect ion 
Sta t ions, and qual i f ied m e m b e r s of their s taf fs have been appo in ted as au thor ised 
examine rs t o carry out i nspec t ions of m o t o r vehic les for reg is t ra t ion purposes. A bond o f 
$ 2 0 or an acceptab le guaran tee m u s t be lodged by the propr ie to r as a c o n d i t i o n o f 
a p p o i n t m e n t as an Au tho r i sed Inspect ion Sta t ion . The great ma jor i ty of inspec t ions made 
are annua l checks ( immed ia te l y pr ior t o r enewa l o f the reg is t ra t ion) of i t ems o f equ ipmen t 
speci f ied by the Depar tmen t . 

Ins t ruc t ion Faci l i t ies. In co -opera t i on w i t h re levant Trade Organ isa t ions , mee t ings o f 
Au tho r i sed Inspect ion S ta t i on propr ie tors and examiners have been held at var ious 
loca t ions in b o t h c i ty and coun t r y areas w h i c h we re a t tended by techn ica l representa t ives 
of the D e p a r t m e n t w h o gave i n fo rma t i on on the scheme and w e r e avai lable to answer 
ques t i ons as required. This has assisted grea t ly in fami l ia r is ing s ta t ion propr ie tors and 
au thor ised examiners w i t h the cond i t i ons and requ i remen ts of the scheme. 

S t a t i s t i c s . On 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 4 . 4 . 1 0 3 Au tho r i sed Inspec t ion S ta t ions e m p l o y i n g 
7 , 9 3 6 examiners were par t i c ipan ts in the scheme, c o m p a r e d w i t h 3 , 9 3 9 and 7 , 9 6 7 
respect ive ly , twe l ve m o n t h s prev ious ly . 

Superv is ion and Discip l inary Measures . Str ict superv is ion is exercised to ensure that , as far 
as prac t icab le , defect ive veh ic les are no t passed by Au tho r i sed Inspect ion Sta t ions as f i t . 
2 6 mechan ica l inspectors a t tend t o this w o r k and also invest igate app l i ca t ions for appo in t ­
men t o f s ta t ions and examiners and advise Au tho r i sed Inspect ion S ta t ion personnel 
genera l ly regard ing the scheme. 

Repor ts o f lax i ty or depar ture f r o m proper s tandards are cons idered by a C o m m i t t e e o f 
Rev iew compr i s i ng representat ives o f M o t o r Trade organ isa t ions and a D e p a r t m e n t a l 
Cha i rman . O n t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 6 4 Au tho r i sed Inspect ion Sta t ions and 
71 examine rs w e r e d isqual i f ied du r ing the year e i ther indef in i te ly or for per iods up t o t w o 
years. In 1 1 2 cases all or part of the $ 2 0 secur i ty b o n d w a s for fe i ted. Less ser ious cases 
w e r e deal t w i t h by the issue of wa rn ings . 

DEFECTIVE VEHICLES IN SERVICE 

M o t o r Lorry Check ing S ta t ions . Commerc ia l vehic les cal l ing at the Lorry Check ing S ta t ions 
at Maru lan and Be rowra are. f r o m t ime to t i m e , checked by mechan ica l inspectors as to 
their f i tness for use on the road Fur ther i n fo rma t i on on the func t i on ing of the S ta t ions 
appears in the sect ion headed Commerc ia l T ranspor t Services. 

D e f e c t N o t i c e s . Police and au thor ised of f icers o f th is D e p a r t m e n t may. under M o t o r 
Traff ic Regu la t ion 9 4 B . issue no t ices d i rec t ing tha t vehic les be ing used in defect ive 
cond i t i on on pub l i c streets be taken o f f the road unless repaired. Ser ious de fec ts such as 
faul ty brakes or s teer ing resul t in the issue of not ices w h i c h immed ia te l y p roh ib i t the use o f 
the veh ic le unt i l the speci f ied repai rs have been ef fected and the vehic le is passed as f i t 
W i t h less ser ious defects , the no t ices pe rm i t the vehicle to con t i nue in use prov ided that , 
w i t h i n a speci f ied per iod, the repairs are e f fec ted. In e i ther event , the vehic le m u s t be 
submi t t ed after repair to an Au tho r i sed Inspect ion S ta t i on or a M o t o r Registry whe re a 
D e p a r t m e n t a l mechan ica l inspec tor is s ta t ioned 

Inspect ion of vehic les in Second H a n d Dealers ' Yards. There are 8 . 6 4 9 second hand m o t o r 
dealers ' l icences in issue, and du r ing t h e year 8 . 0 2 1 vehic les f r om those of fered for sale in 
used car yards w e r e inspected. 2 . 9 5 5 vehic les (or 33 .1%) w e r e f o u n d to be in a sat is­
fac to ry cond i t i on and the ba lance w e r e de fec t ive . In 2.1 5 0 ins tances repairs we re e f fec ted 
on the spot and in 2 . 1 6 5 cases " D e f e c t ' ' No t i ces w e r e issued. 1,746 for major de fec ts and 
4 1 9 for m ino r defects. The n u m b e r p la tes in respect of 7 5 1 veh ic les w e r e sur rendered 

W h e r e a " D e f e c t " Not ice is issued, an adhes ive label is a t tached to the w indsc reen of the 
de fec t i ve veh ic le and i t is an o f fence for any person o ther than a m e m b e r of the Police 
Force or an au thor ised of f icer o f the D e p a r t m e n t to ob l i te ra te cr in ter fere w i t h the label. 



N u m b e r of No t i ces issued. The to ta l n u m b e r o f "De fec t " ' No t i ces issued in 1 9 7 3 - 7 4 as 
c o m p a r e d w i t h the t w o prev ious years is s h o w n hereunder 

No t i ces for 1 9 7 1 - 7 2 1 9 7 2 - 7 3 1 9 7 3 - 7 4 

d) Ser ious de fec ts 2 8 . 4 9 7 2 5 . 7 4 0 2 3 . 2 3 7 

(n) Other de fec ts 1 3 , 0 9 0 1 1 , 7 8 0 1 3 , 7 8 6 

T O T A L 4 1 , 5 8 7 3 7 . 5 2 0 3 7 . 0 2 3 

W h i l e the ac t ion taken has not e l im ina ted the sale of defect ive vehic les, it has gone a long 
w a y t o w a r d s i m p r o v i n g the qua l i ty of vehic les of fered for sale by second hand dealers 



Other Functions, 
Staff, Premises 
and Equipment 

O T H E R F U N C T I O N S 

L i c e n s i n g o f T o w - t r u c k O p e r a t o r s a n d D r i v e r s . The Tow- t r uck A c t requi res the opera to rs 
o f t o w - t r u c k s to hold a l icence for each t o w - t r u c k and for each dr iver o r " o f f - s i d e r " to ho ld 
a d r iver 's cer t i f icate. 

The ob jec t o f the legis lat ion w a s to m in im ise cer ta in abuses that had deve loped in the 
indust ry and to ensure t ha t persons w h o opera te t o w - t r u c k s or w h o are e m p l o y e d on or 
about t h e m are of good character . T o w - t r u c k l icences and dr iver 's cer t i f i ca tes are issued 
under the au tho r i t y of the Commiss ione r for M o t o r Transpor t w h o is e m p o w e r e d by the 
A c t t o refuse or cancel l i cences and cer t i f i ca tes . T o w - t r u c k l icences and dr iver 's cer t i f i ­
cates are not issued unless the C o m m i s s i o n e r is sat is f ied as to the app l i can t ' s f i tness w h i c h 
is d e t e r m i n e d after an e x a m i n a t i o n o f Pol ice repor ts on the character of the appl icants . 

A n impo r t an t prov is ion o f the s c h e m e is t ha t dr ivers of t o w - t r u c k s mus t ob ta in a s igned 
f o r m of au tho r i t y f r om the o w n e r or person in charge o f an a c c i d e n t - d a m a g e d vehic le 
before it m a y be t o w e d . The t o w - t r u c k opera to r is requ i red t o keep records o f t o w i n g 
opera t ions and to p roduce t h e m , o n d e m a n d , to an au thor ised person. 

On 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 4 . 1 .490 l icences and 3 . 4 1 4 cer t i f ica tes we re in issue as against 1.418 
and 3 , 4 0 0 respect ively on 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 3 . Dur ing the year one app l ica t ion for l icence 
and 5 5 for cer t i f ica tes we re re fused by the Commiss ione r . Of these, one of t w o appea ls in 
respect o f cer t i f ica tes w a s uphe ld . One app l i ca t ion for the renewa l o f a dr iver 's cer t i f i ca te 
and t w o app l ica t ions for r enewa l o f l icences w e r e refused. 

Dur ing the per iod four cer t i f i ca tes and e ight l icences we re cance l led . Six appeals have 
been lodged against the Commiss ione r ' s dec is ion to cancel the l icences and o f these four 
have been uphe ld and t w o are stil l ou t s t and ing . Of the four cer t i f i ca tes cance l led one 
appeal w a s lodged and w a s uphe ld . 

L icensing of M o t o r Vehic le Dr iv ing Ins t ruc tors . The M o t o r Veh ic le Dr iv ing Ins t ruc to rs Ac t 
requires pro fess iona l ins t ruc tors e n g a g e d in teach ing persons t o dr ive mo to r vehic les to be 
l icensed L icensed dr iv ing ins t ruc tors m u s t be medica l ly f i t and c o m p e t e n t dr ivers of g o o d 
character w h o k n o w the t raf f ic l a w s tho rough ly and are capab le of impa r t i ng their k n o w ­
ledge and skill Regula t ions under the Ac t requi re tha t t ra in ing vehic les used by l icensed 
ins t ruc tors m u s t be safe and proper ly equ ipped and f i t t ed w i t h dual foo tb rake and c lu tch 
pedals (if appl icable) On 3 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 4 . 1,856 l icences w e r e in issue as against 
1 .689 on 3 0 t h June, 1 9 7 3 . The d iscre t ionary p o w e r s confer red on the Commiss ione r 
by the A c t we re exercised again th is year w h e n 11 app l i can ts w e r e re fused l icences. 
Dur ing the year four l icences we re cance l led . 

4 ! 



Licens ing of S e c o n d - h a n d M o t o r Dealers. The Second -hand M o t o r Dealers A c t . requi res 
dea lers in second -hand motor veh ic les , pa r ts and accessor ies to be l icensed The ob jec t is 
to assist the Pol ice in the i r ef for ts to m in im ise veh ic le the f ts and prevent d isposa l of s to len 
veh ic les and par ts . On ly persons of g o o d charac te r are l icensed and they are requ i red to 
keep prescr ibed records o f the i r bus iness t ransac t ions . On 3 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 4 . 8 . 6 4 9 
l icences w e r e in i ssue as against 8 . 3 7 5 o n 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 3 Dur ing the 12 m o n t h 
per iod 1 .030 l icences w e r e a l l o w e d t o lapse and 1 .356 n e w l icences w e r e issued A l so 
d u r i n g this per iod 4 8 app l i ca t ions w e r e re fused by the C o m m i s s i o n e r and e ight l icences 
w e r e cance l led Of the seven appea ls lodged against the C o m m m i s s i o n e r ' s re fusal four 
w e r e uphe ld and three we re d i sm issed . 

Log Books for Dr ivers of Heavy Veh ic les . To assist in the en fo r cemen t of l im i t s o n hours o f 
dr iv ing the M o t o r Traff ic Ac t imposes in the in teres ts of safe ty . Regu la t ions under the A c t 
have for some years requ i red the dr iver of a m o t o r veh ic le tha t w e i g h s m o r e than t w o t ons 
un laden and is ope ra ted ou ts ide a rad ius o f 5 0 mi les f r o m its usual depo t to carry and 
comp le te a prescr ibed log book o f his hours o f d r i v ing and per iods of rest. S ince 1 st May . 
1 9 6 7 , log books have been ob ta inab le only by the dr ivers personal ly f r o m th is D e p a r t m e n t 
or the co r respond ing au thor i t y in ano ther Sta te or Terr i tory Th is year, 2 5 . 5 9 3 books w e r e 
issued by this Depa r tmen t , 2 1 . 6 1 9 go ing t o dr ivers w h o w e r e res idents of N e w Sou th 
Wa les and 3 , 9 7 4 to dr ivers f r om o ther S ta tes A n o m i n a l charge of 6 0 cen ts per book is 
made t o cover p roduc t i on costs. 

D isabled Persons ' Park ing A u t h o r i t y . S ince 1st Oc tober . 1 9 7 2 the D e p a r t m e n t has 
admin i s te red the car park ing concess ion p rov ided by the G o v e r n m e n t to assist d isab led 
persons w h o have pe rmanen t l y lost the use o f one or b o t h legs or are o t h e r w i s e severely 
physica l ly h a n d i c a p p e d and unab le t o wa l k or able t o w a l k only shor t d is tances 

The concess ion a l l ows a vehicle used by a d isab led person t o exceed a s i gn -pos ted park 
ing t ime l im i t w h e r e the l imi t is m o r e than 3 0 m inu tes and also a l l o w s free park ing at park­
ing me te r s w h e r e the t ime l imit is m o r e than 3 0 m inu tes . The concess ion is avai lable not 
on ly for l icensed dr ivers bu t to any pe rson so d isab led w h o requi res the use of a mo to r 
vehic le 

The d isab led person ob ta ins f r o m the D e p a r t m e n t an au tho r i t y card, g iv ing de ta i l s of the 
holder and the veh ic le n o m i n a t e d , for d isp lay on the w i n d s c r e e n o f the veh ic le w h e n it is 
be ing used by the d isab led pe rson 

Since the i ncep t i on of the scheme, 2 , 7 2 1 d isab led persons ' pa rk ing au tho r i t i es have been 
issued. 

LAND AND BUILDINGS 

T W O D E C A D E S OF D E V E L O P M E N T 

B e t w e e n 1 9 5 2 and 1 9 7 2 tne D e p a r t m e n t accomp l i shed subs tan t ia l p roper ty deve lop ­
m e n t The H e a d Of f ice si te w a s en la rged by purchase of all ad jo in ing p roper t ies W h e r e 
poss ib le the bu i ld ings on t h e m w e r e renova ted or a d a p t e d to such needs as prov is ion o f 
i ts o w n p r in t i ng shop and a labora tory and o f f i ces for the Traf f ic Acc i den t Research Un i t it 
es tab l ished in 1 9 6 9 M a n y Regist r ies w e r e r e m o v e d to n e w p remises specia l ly c o n s t r u c t e d 
for the pu rpose and add i t iona l Regis t r ies o p e n e d to e x t e n d t h e avai lab i l i ty of local service. 
S ign i f i can t ind iv idua l ma io r w o r k s c o m p l e t e d in se lec ted c o u n t r y cen t res w e r e Reg iona l 
Headquar te rs at A r m i d a l e . Newcas t l e , W o o l o n g o n g . W a g g a W a g g a and Dubbo . Specia l 
lorry c h e c k i n g s ta t ions we re bu i l t on the H u m e and Paci f ic H i g h w a y s at M a r u l a n and 
B e r o w r a . respect ive ly , to ef fect ma jo r i m p r o v e m e n t in the e n f o r c e m e n t of special l a w s 
app l icab le to heavy c o m m e r c i a l t ranspor t , and the or ig ina l ins ta l la t ions subsquen t l y ex ten ­
sively m o d e r n i s e d A ma jo r Traff ic S igna ls Con t ro l Centre w a s bu i l t in Br isbane St reet , 
Sydney, and o ther p remises re la ted to t ra f f ic eng ineer ing s u c h as w o r k s h o p s and d e p o t s 
and local s ignal con t ro l cent res w e r e p rov ided 

At t h e b e g i n n i n g of the report year the D e p a r t m e n t ' s ho ld ings ex tended to 1 0 8 separa te 
p roper t ies w h i c h , t oge the r , housed its H e a d Of f ice, i ts six Reg iona l Headquar te rs , 6 2 of the 
7 0 M o t o r Registr ies it n o w conduc t s w i t h i ts o w n staff and a c c o m m o d a t e the Traf f ic 
Acc i den t Research Un i t and a broad range of t raf f ic eng ineer ing needs 

A C H I E V E M E N T S T H I S YEAR 

In the year t o 3 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 4 cons t r uc t i on w a s c o m p l e t e d of a Dis t r ic t Off ice and M o t o r 
Regist ry at Den i l i qu in (cost S1 3 9 , 7 4 9 ; of f ic ia l ly opened 3 rd Augus t , 1 9 7 3 ) and M o t o r 
Registr ies at T u m u t ( $ 8 2 , 0 1 3 ; 1 7 t h Ju l y , 1 9 7 3 ) and W e l l i n g t o n ( $ 7 4 , 4 0 9 : 2 6 t h Ju l y . 
1 9 7 3 ) The Gos fo rd p remises w e r e subs tan t ia l l y en la rged and s im i la r w o r k w e l l advanced 
at K e m p s e y Ar i s ing f r o m a dec is ion to es tab l ish a data p rocess ing cen t re at Cha r l es town 
the f irst f loor o f the ex is t ing M o t o r Reg is t ry bu i l d i ng w a s specia l ly f i t ted ou t for th is pur­
pose and amen i t i es i m p r o v e d , and p rov is ion made at Newcas t l e and W i c k h a m for staff dis­
p laced f r o m Cha r l es town Substant ia l en la rgemen t and modern i sa t i on o f N o w r a M o t o r 
Registry w a s b e g u n and acquis i t ion of sites c o m p l e t e d or put in hand at M t Dru i t t , To ron to 
and Emu Plains A t the lat ter a s tar t w a s made on cons t ruc t i on of a Traf f ic Faci l i t ies Depo t 
to serve the ou ter wes te rn sect ion of the M e t r o p o l i t a n A rea . A bu i l d i ng at Thorn le igh 
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Wellington Motor Registry, opened 26th July, 1973. 

readi ly adap tab le to mee t the same need in the nor thern suburbs w a s purchased Signal 
con t ro l cab ins we re c o m p l e t e d or c o m m e n c e d at St Leonards. N e w t o w n and P u n c h b o w l 
Less substant ia l but never the less impo r t an t advances resu l ted f r o m re-s i t ing the special 
Te lephone Inqui ry Bureau at Head Of f ice and good progress w i t h a i r - cond i t i on ing instal 
la t ions at the M o t o r Regist r ies at Ryde. B l a c k t o w n , Bever ly Hi l ls and M i r a n d a , the elect­
ron ics w o r k s h o p at B u r w o o d and t w o o f the f e w par ts of the Head Off ice comp lex not air-
cond i t i oned w a s made 

Of major impor tance w a s the app roach ing comp le t i on o f de ta i led p lann ing of subs tant ia l 
n e w premises at Cammeray . These w i l l replace the ser iously inadequa te Regist ry at Nor th 
Sydney bu i l t about 2 0 years ago and also open the w a y for the release of p remises in 
ad jacent suburbs be ing ren ted for o ther purposes at cons iderab le expense 

THE O U T L O O K 

The fo rego ing a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s spann ing a l i t t le over t w o decades have perhaps met mos t 
major requ i remen ts for the n e w or be t te r p remises needed to lift s tandards of service and 
decent ra l i se the admin is t ra t ive and opera t iona l s t ruc tu re But the task is by no means 
comp le te and fur ther i m p r o v e m e n t is st i l l essent ia l in order to ensure ef f ic ient hand l ing o f 
the e n o r m o u s vo lume of bus iness that is gene ra ted by (as just one example) 2 .4 mi l l ion 
d r i v ing l i cences and over 2 .4 m i l l i on vehic le reg is t ra t ions, s o m e 9 5 0 . 0 0 0 o f w h i c h are 
cur ren t l y t ransferred each year. 

Ma i l Hand l i ng . 
Dur ing the year app rox ima te l y 7.5 mi l l ion i t ems of mai l w e r e prepared by the D e p a r t m e n t 
for t ransmiss ion to the Mai l Exchange. To cope w i t h the large vo lume , the p repara t ion and 
enve lop ing of Depa r tmen ta l ma i l is a lmos t exc lus ive ly hand led by a u t o m a t i c processes 
w h i c h are be ing progress ive ly i m p r o v e d by the purchase o f m o r e m o d e r n mach ines. 

A s in p rev ious years, the D e p a r t m e n t of Educat ion w a s assisted in enve lop ing le t ters advis­
ing cand ida tes for the Schoo l Cer t i f icate and H igher Schoo l Cer t i f icate of their resul ts 
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STORES AND STATIONERY 

The Stores ' Branch ob ta ins the w i d e range of i t ems used by the D e p a r t m e n t t h r o u g h o u t the 
Sta te These inc lude d iverse s ta t ionery mater ia ls , c o m p o n e n t s for the ins ta l la t ion and 
ma in tenance of t raf f ic s ignals and traf f ic s igns, the supp ly of reg is t ra t ion n u m b e r p la tes and 
p r in t i ng mater ia ls 

The c o n t i n u i n g p r o g r a m m e of convers ion t o n e w compu te r techn iques in the D e p a r t m e n t 
has increased the var ie ty o f w o r k under taken in the Print R o o m Specia l f o r m s assoc ia ted 
w i t h c o m p u t e r use are n o w a lmos t exc lus ive ly p r i n ted by the D epa r tmen t ' s o w n staff as is 
the bulk of the day - to -day s ta t ionery requ i remen ts Dur ing the year pub l ic i n fo rma t i on 
leaf lets, i ns t ruc t ion manua ls , repor ts , toge ther w i t h a substant ia l range of s ta t ionery i t ems 
for the Pol ice Traff ic Branch w e r e also p roduced 

EQUIPMENT 

Elect ron ic D a t a Process ing. Convers ion of the D e p a r t m e n t ' s veh ic le reg is t ra t ion records 
f r om a punched card based sys tem to a fu l ly c ompu te r i s ed R a n d o m Access On-L ine Sys­
t e m w a s successfu l ly c o m p l e t e d t o w a r d s the end of the last repor t year A m a r k e d 
e n h a n c e m e n t in e f f ic iency and conven ience , and in the capac i t y to p rov ide p r o m p t service 
to the publ ic has been ach ieved as a result of the n e w sys tem 's ope ra t i on 

S o m e o f the m o r e sal ient advan tages o f the n e w sys tem are:-

• Veh ic le reg is t ra t ion records are ma in ta ined in a m u c h m o r e comprehens i ve l y up-
to -da te s i tua t ion than w a s prev ious ly prac t icab le . 

• Log ica l mach ine checks o f en te red da ta n o w great ly reduce the poss ib i l i t y of 
record error 

• Large user -Sec t ions rel iant on records i n fo rma t i on as a basis for f i le p rocess ing 
and o ther tasks benef i t in three ma|or w a y s -

Pictured are visual display terminals in the Department's Telephone Inquiry Bureau the ter­
minals were installed following the conversion oj vehicle registration records to a Jully com­
puterised system. Most inquiries from the public can now be resolved quickly with the ready 
visual reference to the records that the system provides. 
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(I) by n o w hav ing the fac i l i ty to sw i f t l y service their o w n needs for such infor­
m a t i o n , t hus enab l ing a qu icker response t o co r respondence f r o m ind iv idua l 
mo to r i s t s . 

(II) t h e i n fo rma t i on be ing m u c h m o r e up - t o -da te than prev ious ly , prov ides a 
sounder basis for co r respondence and o ther act ion. 

(III) in a h igh v o l u m e o f rout ine cases the c o m p u t e r sys tem, upon the en t ry o f 
in i t ia l da ta only, rel ieves the cler ical s taf f of t h e tasks of p repar ing s tandard 
let ters a n d / o r o the r d o c u m e n t s , subsquen t " r e m i n d e r " co r respondence and 
in i t ia t ion o f any n e w l ines o f ac t ion necess i ta ted by the record ing of f resh 
t ransact ions . 

• Full deta i ls o f ind iv idua l records are ins tant ly avai lable to the staff o f the Depar t ­
men t ' s Te lephone Inqu i ry Bureau via Visual Disp lay Termina ls enab l ing p r o m p t sat is­
fac t ion o f enqu i r ies f r o m the genera l publ ic . 

• Al l Sydney M e t r o p o l i t a n M o t o r Regist r ies and the Newcas t l e and W o l l o n g o n g 
M o t o r Regist r ies n o w have special C o m p u t e r Inqui ry Termina ls w i t h d o c u m e n t - p r i n t ­
ing capac i t y t o qu ick ly cater for c u s t o m e r s w h o s e t ransac t ions requi re re ference to 
the cent ra l vehic le records. These w e r e prev ious ly e f fec ted by te lephone , s o m e t i m e s 
caus ing lengthy de lays a n d a substant ia l inc idence of t ranscr ip t ion errors. 

• The fac i l i ty for p roduc ing any desi red f o r m o f s ta t is t ica l analysis of the mo to r 
vehic le p o p u l a t i o n at shor t no t ice . 

E Q U I P M E N T . 

The ma in c o m p o n e n t s o f the n e w c o m p u t e r sys tem as deve loped at the c lose o f the 
Report year cons i s ted of : -

P R O C E S S I N G A N D I N F O R M A T I O N RETRIEVAL 

Centra l Process ing Uni t — I B M S y s t e m 3 7 0 / 1 4 5 — 3 8 4 K ma in m e m o r y . 
M a s s S torage — 2 4 dr ives o f 3 3 3 0 M a g n e t i c Disk S torage — 2 , 4 0 0 mi l l ion 
charac ters 
Tape Dr ives — 4 type 3 4 2 0 . 
Line Pr inter — 1 I B M 1 4 0 3 ( 1 2 0 0 1 . p.m.) and 1 Data Produc ts 2 4 4 0 ( 8 0 0 

l .p .m. ) . 
Card Reader — 1 type 3 5 0 5 ( 1 2 0 0 c.p.m.). 
Pr in t ing Card Punch — 1 type 3 5 2 5 ( 2 0 0 c . p . m ) . 
Enquiry Sys tems . 
In House — 2 6 type 3 2 7 7 V isua l Disp lay Inqui ry Te rm ina l s 
— 13 type 3 2 8 4 Printer Termina ls . 

Remote — 2 1 type 2 7 4 0 C o m m u n i c a t i o n Termina ls w i t h D o c u m e n t - p r i n t i n g capa­
bi l i ty 
Police D e p a r t m e n t — 3 type 3 2 7 7 V isua l Disp lay Inqui ry Termina ls 
— 2 type 3 2 8 4 Pr inter Termina ls . 

D A T A C O L L E C T I O N 

S y s t e m — 3 type G . C S 2 1 0 0 KEY DISC-TAPE w i t h 6 4 Visual Disp lay Data Entry 
Termina ls 

OTHER M A J O R D E V E L O P M E N T S 

• Ins ta l la t ion of a G . C S . 2 1 0 0 Data Col lec t ion S y s t e m in the Cha r l es town M o t o r 
Regist ry bu i ld ing compr i s i ng a m i n i - c o m p u t e r and 16 V isua l Disp lay Data Entry 
Termina ls . 

• Expans ion o f the Inqui ry S y s t e m by the ins ta l la t ion of:-
(a) 2 V isua l D isp lay Inqu i ry Te rm ina l s and 1 pr inter at the Pol ice D epa r tmen t ' s 
S to len M o t o r Veh ic les Bu reau : and 
(b) 1 V isua l D isp lay Inqu i ry Te rm ina l and 1 pr in ter in the Pol ice C o m m u n i c a ­
t i ons Div is ion. 

• I nco rpo ra t i on in the S y s t e m o f fac i l i t ies for : -
(a) The p repa ra t i on each m o n t h o f some 3 0 . 0 0 0 J o u r n e y Record Forms for 
despa tch to o w n e r s o f heavy c o m m e r c i a l goods vehic les l iable for p a y m e n t o f 
road m a i n t e n a n c e charges 
(b) The so r t i ng and record ing each m o n t h of some 2 0 0 . 0 0 0 check sl ips c o n ­
ta in ing de ta i l s of s igh t ing vehic les sub jec t to road ma in tenance charges. This 
w o r k w a s prev ious ly pe r fo rmed manua l l y . 

• Ins ta l la t ion o f a 2 4 7 1 I B M C o m m u n i c a t i n g M a g n e t i c Card Select r ic Typewr i t e r 
Te rm ina l 

PROPOSED FURTHER D E V E L O P M E N T 

• Convers ion o f the D e p a r t m e n t ' s 2 .4 m i l l i on l icence records. It is expec ted 
that the mass ive task of conve r t i ng these records w i l l c o m m e n c e in Ju ly , 
1 9 7 4 



• C o m m e n c e the convers ion o f the Traf f ic Conv ic t ion Records. 
• Ins ta l la t ion of Opt ica l Character Readers t o fac i l i ta te the record ing of m o t o r 
veh ic le reg is t ra t ion and dr iv ing l icence renewa l paymen ts . 
• Expans ion of the " I n - h o u s e " Enqui ry Sys tem and the Remote C o m m u n i c a ­
t ions n e t w o r k 
• Fur ther re f i nemen t of the M o t o r Veh ic le Regis t ra t ion " O n - L i n e " Records 
Sys tem. 

O V E R S E A S I N V E S T I G A T I O N . A t the c lose o f the report year t w o Senior Of f icers w i t h ex­
tens ive exper ience in the Data Process ing f ie ld , w e r e v is i t ing the Un i ted Sta tes of A m e r i c a 
s tudy ing the latest d e v e l o p m e n t s in c o m p u t e r i s e d techn iques in the f ie lds of M o t o r 
Reg is t ra t ion , Dr iver L icens ing and Driver I m p r o v e m e n t . 

S T A 

Genera l E m p l o y m e n t . Dur ing the year the D e p a r t m e n t w a s successfu l in rec ru i t ing 
adequa te jun ior male cler ical staff , bu t . in c o m m o n w i t h o ther emp loye rs , exper ienced 
some d i f f icu l t ies in recru i t ing fu l l - t ime fema le staf f Howeve r , as in past years the Depar t ­
men t o f fse t the def ic iency by e m p l o y i n g female adu l t Off ice Ass i s tan ts on a p a r t - t i m e 
basis. A t present 1 3 0 females are e m p l o y e d pa r t - t ime at the D e p a r t m e n t ' s Head Off ice. 31 
typ is ts are also e m p l o y e d p a r t - t i m e at M o t o r Regist r ies t o a u g m e n t the staff du r ing the 
busy lunch hour per iod . 

The Depa r tmen t con t i nued to recru i t p ro fess iona l and semi -p ro fess iona l staff for du t i es 
w i t h the Traf f ic Acc i den t Research Un i t and the Traf f ic Eng ineer ing Branch. 

T R A I N I N G A N D I N S T R U C T I O N 

W i t h the ob jec t of deve lop ing m a x i m u m ef f ic iency in i ts o f f icers the D e p a r t m e n t has c o n ­
t i nued its p r o g r a m m e o f staff t ra in ing t h r o u g h o u t the year. This has i nc luded : -

• A t t e n d a n c e o f senior o f f icers at Seminars c o n d u c t e d by the Royal Ins t i tu te of 
Publ ic A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the Publ ic Serv ice Board. 
• Par t ic ipa t ion by senior of f icers in the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Staf f Courses at the Univer­
sity of N e w Sou th Wa les . 
• A t t e n d a n c e o f senior o f f icers at res ident ia l courses in m a n a g e m e n t sponsored by 
the Publ ic Serv ice Board and S ta tu to r y Au tho r i t i es 
• Sponsorsh ip of t w o D e p a r t m e n t a l o f f icers in a course of s tudy in Law t h r o u g h the 
Sol ic i tors A d m i s s i o n Board . 
• T ra in ing in Basic M a n a g e m e n t (Superv is ion) of se lec ted of f icers f r om the h igher 
salar ied of f icer grades. 
• Screen ing of special t ra in ing f i lms . 
• I ns t ruc t ion of o f f icers in let ter w r i t i n g techn iques 
• Par t ic ipa t ion by Tra in ing Of f icers in courses dea l ing w i t h " o n the j o b " ins t ruc­
t iona l m e t h o d s 
• Tra in ing in sho r thand and t yp i ng of se lec ted fema le of f icers . 
• Deta i led t ra in ing by of f icers of t h e Sta f f T ra in ing Sect ion to enable 7 6 4 of f icers t o 
meet the d e m a n d s of their jobs, par t icu lar ly those a f fec ted by the conve rs ion o f the 
Depa r tmen t ' s records to a compu te r i sed " O n - L i n e " s y s t e m . 
• Ins t ruc t ions for techn ic ians in app l ied e lec t ron ics and s w i t c h i n g c i rcu i t ry to cope 
w i t h the specia l ised na tu re and increas ing comp lex i t y of t ra f f ic s ignals sys tems. 
• To p rov ide for fu ture needs for techn ica l ly qua l i f ied staf f in the specia l ised area o f 
t raf f ic s ignals sys tems and traf f ic acc ident research the Depa r tmen t is sponsor ing 
the academic t ra in ing o f a n u m b e r o f eng ineer ing and sc ience underg radua tes and 
the techn ica l t ra in ing o f appren t i ces in the e lect r ica l and pa in t ing t rades. 
• Fur ther educa t i on o f ex is t ing staf f and a con t i nua t i on of the p r o g r a m m e s of t rain- ' 
ing for Sys tems P rog rammers . P rog rammers . Compu te r Opera tors and M a c h i n e 
Opera to rs (Data Entry and /o r Punch and Ver i fer) . des igned to equ ip t h e m w i t h the 
ski l ls necessary for " O n - l i n e " ope ra t i on o f a 3 7 0 M o d e l 1 4 5 Compu te r 

PERSONNEL 

N u m b e r of Employees . O n 3 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 4 , 3 , 0 1 3 persons we re in the e m p l o y of the 
Depar tmen t , seven more than a year prev ious ly . Deta i ls are g iven in Append i x 2 1 . 

The f o l l ow ing changes we re made in execu t i ve pos i t ions du r ing the year under rev iew. 
Mr. K D W a l s h w a s appo in ted Super in tenden t . M o t o r Reg is t ra t ion B ranch , on 9 t h Ju ly . 
1 9 7 3 
Mr. F. A d a m s w a s appo in ted Sol ic i tor for M o t o r Transpor t on 19 th November . 1 9 7 3 . 
Mr. C T. O 'Dea w a s appo in ted Regional Super in tenden t , Sou th Eastern Regional Branch on 
15 th January , 1 9 7 4 . 
M r G J Sneddon w a s appo in ted Regional Super in tenden t , H u n t e r Regional Branch on 
15 th January , 1 9 7 4 . 
M r N A W i l l i a m s w a s appo in ted Regional Super in tenden t . No r the rn Regional B ranch on 
15 th January . 1 9 7 4 . 
Mr T A Gannon w a s appo in ted Regional Super in tenden t , W e s t e r n Regional Branch on 
1 5 t h January , 1 9 7 4 . 

4 h 



M r J . R. Cr iss w a s appo in ted Regional Super in tenden t . Sou the rn Regional Branch on 1 5 t h 
January , 1 9 7 4 
M r . K. J M u n g o v e n w a s appo in ted an Ass is tan t Secre tary . Secretar ia l B ranch on 1 6 t h 
January , 1 9 7 4 

First A id Corps. Dur ing the year classes in First A id Ins t ruc t ion we re c o n d u c t e d at Rose-
bery. B u r w o o d , Par ramat ta , A r t a r m o n . W o l l o n g o n g , Newcas t l e . Ma ru lan , Gou lbu rn . and 
Br isbane St reet 

T w o hundred and t w e n t y - e i g h t cand ida tes qua l i f ied for cer t i f ica tes subsequent to e x a m i n a ­
t ions held t h roughou t the year 

The First A i d compe t i t i on held every year has aroused keen in terest a m o n g the b ranches o f 
the Corps and for the f irst t ime Ma ru l an Check ing S ta t i on en te red a t e a m . 

Cred i t U n i o n . The M o t o r Transpor t Employees ' Credit Un ion Ltd. opera tes w i t h i n the 
D e p a r t m e n t t o encourage sys temat i c sav ing and as a source of cash loans at equ i tab le 
interest ra tes for prov ident purposes. M e m b e r s h i p is n o w 3 , 6 2 1 . 
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A P P E N D I X 1 

S U M M A R Y O F C O L L E C T I O N S 

F r o m 1st J u l y . 1973 t o 3 0 t h J u n e . 1974 

Previous 
Year 

$ 

Motor Vehicle Taxation (net) o n -

Year ended 
30th June. 1974 

S 

Motor Vehicle Taxation (net) o n -

77,355,499 

(a) Motor Vehicles, other than public motor vehicles in the 
Metropolitan, Wollongong and Newcastle Transport Districts (paid 

82.562.928 

926,862 
(b) Public motor vehicles in the Metropoli tan, Wollongong and 

Newcastle Transport Districts (paid into Public Vehicles Fund) . . . . 970.313 

78,282,361 Total net collections o f motor vehicles taxation 83.533.241 

Ton-mileage Charges (net) o n -

18,315,937 
Commercial goods vehicles of more than four tons carrying capacity 
(paid into Main Roads Funds) 19.729,790 

32,926,925 

Fees for motor vehicle registration, driver and rider licences, etc. and 
miscellaneous collections (paid into Road Transport and Traffic 
Fund) 34.538.718 

64,878,173 
Insurance Premiums (net) for Government Insurance Office under Motor 

68.967.083 

781,918 
Road Transport and Traffic Fund Advance Payments Account 

841.533 

6,013,210 

Ad-valorcm Stamp Duty (net) on motor vehicle registrations under 
Stamp Duties Act , 1920, as amended (paid into Consolidated 
Revenue Fund) 7,152,105 

319,950 
Traffic Accident Research Account - Receipts for issue o f specially 

made number plates 447.350 

72,399 

Service Licence Fees in respect o f Government and Private motor 
omnibus services in the Metropolitan, Wollongong and Newcastle 

72.227 

6,480,827 

Charges (net) in respect o f the carriage of goods and passengers on 
journeys in competit ion wi th Government transport services: licence 
and permit fees, etc. (paid into State Transport (Co-ordination) 
Fund) 3.198.763 

208,071,700 218.480.810 

600,977 1.206.557 

3,010,129 4.835.853 

211,682,806 224.523,220 
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A P P E N D I X 2 

S U M M A R Y O F D I S B U R S E M E N T S 

F r o m 1st J u l y . 1973 t o 3 0 t h J u n e . 1974 

Previous 
Year 

$ 

Year ended 
30th June. 1974 

s 

12,092,859 
3,391,304 

Costs o f Administrat ion-Department of Motor Transport -
15.079.003 

759.048 

3,814,716 4.524.198 

19,298,879 20.362.249 

16,400,000 
750,000 

Recoup to Consolidated Revenue—Costs of Police Traffic Services 15.430.104 
750.000 

3,168,334 
1,4:2.325 

Provision o f Traffic Faci l i t ies-
4.327.804 
1.617.567 

4 . 5 9 0 , 6 5 9 5.945.371 

800,000 
972 

Payments to Public Transport Commission o f New South Wales 
1.300,000 

540 

800,972 1.300.54(1 

92,680,138 
708,968 

Payments to Roads Author i t ies-
99.323.070 

772.090 
1 93,389,106 100.095.160 

64,878,173 
j 6,013,210 

Collections received for and transmitted to— 
(.8.967.083 

7 .151105 

70,891,383 76.119,188 

721,790 
4,164 

Road Transport and Traffic Fund Advance Payments Account 1973 - 74 
933.596 

5.136 

7 : 5 . 9 5 4 938.732 

206,846,953 
4,835,853 

220.941.344 
3.581.876 

211,682,806 224.523,220 
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A P P E N D I X 3 

R O A D T R A N S P O R T A N D T R A F F I C F U N D 

Sta tement o f Rece ip ts and Payments f o r the year ended 3 0 t h J u n e , 1974 

Receipts 

Year ended 
30th June. 

1974 

$ 
32.602.375 

75.316 
290.396 

32.968.087 

39.281 

Payments 

Previous 
Year 

31,097,044 

71,946 
290,873 

31,459,863 

38,429 

31,421,434 

128,131 
10,823 

111,486 

868,531 

31,671,874 

18.712 

61,130 

13,172 

450 

520 

37,500 

38,020~ 

214,327 

33,377,902 

35,705 
29,857 

33,443,464 

Motor Traffic Act , 1909 
Motor Vehicles Taxation Man­

agement Act , 1949 
Transport Act , 1930 

Less Refunds 

Exchange, Search Fees, e t c . . . . 
Unclaimed Moneys 
Miscellaneous 

Commission on Insurance Pre­
miums collected 

Compulsory Vehicle Examination 
- Service Station Fees 

Second-Hand Dealers' Licence 
Fees 

M o t o r V e h i c l e D r i v i n g 
Instructors' Licence Fees . . 

Air Transport Act , 1964 -
Licence Fees 

Transfer of Public Vehicles (Tax­
at ion) Act , 1969 

Tow-Truck Act, 1967 Fees 

Consolidated Revenue Fund -
Contr ibut ion towards cost o f 
collection o f " A d valorem" 
Stamp Duty 

Sale Transport (Co-ordination) 
Fund — 

Contribution towards costs of 
Administration 

Contributions by \u%ir.ilijn 
Government-
towards the cost of prepar­
ing special informaUon . . . . 

for Traffic Safety Purposes... 

T ra f f i c Engineering Road 
Safely Improvemcnl Programme 

Councils' Proportion of Parking 
Meter Supervision Costs . . . 

Previous 
Year 

Total Receipts 

Trust Moneys-
Security Deposits, e t c -

H.il.in. i Brought Forward 
Receipts 

32.928.806 

131.142 
14.356 

11 5.563 

33.189.867 

941.667 

18.596 

62.618 

7,758,260 
287,980 

26,740 
134,788 
46,285 
23,645 

500,263 
17,319 

543,990 
60,654 

322,679 
102,943 

84,420 
37,167 

221,673 
234,779 

10,403,585 

15.044 

538 

51.726 
588,643 

5,944 

1,386,616 

2,032,929 

286.399 4,557,636 
23.989 

464,980 

232.530 

264.160 750,000 

37.500 

580.000 
617.500 

16,400,000 

1,231,228 

206.527 
15,168,772 

33,377,902 

35.859.435 

46.999 
25.886 

35.932.320 

18,563 
46,999 

33,443.464 

Salaries and Wages 
Pay Rol l Tax 
Travelling Concessions to Em­

ployees 
Travelling Expenses 
State Superannuation Fund . . . . 
Railway Superannuation Fund . . 
New South Wales Retirement 
Fund 
Postal and Telephone Charges , . . 
Maintenance o f Motor Vehicles . . 
Printing, Stationery, Office Stores 

and Data Processing Rental . 
Maintenance o f Office Equipment 
Building Maintenance and Rent 

Electric Light and Power 
Interest, Exchange Sinking Fund 
Motor Vehicle Registration Labels 
Motor Vehicle Number Plates . . . 
General Expenses 

Purchase o f Assets-
Purchase o f Land 
Erection of Bufldings 
Purchase o f Motor Vehicles 
Purchase of Office Furniture and 

Machines 

Provision o f Traffic Facilities . . . 
Contr ibut ion by Road Transport 

and Traffic Fund towards 
Traffic Facilities, Works-in-
Progress and Liabil ity under 
contracts 

Payment towards the cost of 
Ambulance Services under 
Section 202, Transport Act, 
1930 

Recoup of value of Police services 
in respect o f supervision of 
Traff ic, Registration of 
Vehicles and Licensing o f 
Drivers 

Less-
Amount recouped from 
State Transport (Co­
ordination) Fund 

Total Payments 

Trust Moneys-
Security Deposits, etc. 

Refunds 
Balance Carried Forward . 

15.430. 

the account* of the Road Transport and Traffic Fund ha»e been audited as required by Section 20K( 11 of 
the Transport Act. 193(1. 

In in i opinion, Ihe aboie statement of receipts and payments for the year ended .tilth June. 1974 is a cor­
rect record of transactions as shown b> such accounts. 

D. FA/R LIE. Auditor-General of Sew South Wales L.T. W I L L I A M S 
SYDNEY Chief Accountant. 
27th September. 1974 9 t h * " P * 1 9 7 4 
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A P P E N D I X 4 

P U B L I C V E H I C L E S F U N D ( S P E C I A L D E P O S I T S A C C O U N T ) 

S ta temen t o f Rece ip ts . E x p e n d i t u r e and D i s t r i b u t i o n s f o r the year ended 3 0 t h J u n e , 1974 

| Previous 
Year 

i 

253,487 

553,305 
73,776 
41,045 

668,126 

Receipts 

238,875 
14,430 

5,431 

258,736 

464,980 

62,658 
5.004 
4,737 

72,399 

1st July-Balance brought for­
ward 

Motor Omnibuses-
T a x -

Metropolitan 
NewcasUe 
Wollongong 

Total, Motor Omnibuses 

Other Public Vehicles-
T a x -

Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Total , Other Public Vehicles . . 

Contr ibut ion by Road Transport 
and Traffic Fund towards cost 
o f Traff ic Facilities, Works-in-
Progress and Liabil i ty under 
contracts 

Service Licence Fees-
Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Total , Service Licence Fees 

Year ended 
30th June. 

1974 

$ 

975.737 

577.098 
- 4 . 4 ; : 
44.853 

696.373 

255.030 
14.362 
4.548 

273.940 

885.000 

63.163 
4.903 
4.161 

72.227 

1,717.728 Grand Total $ 2.903.277 

Previous 
Year 

540,497 
62,199 
33,802 

636,498 

33,023 

33,023 

61,786 
4,920 
5,764 

72,470 

138.471 
26.642 
17,028 

293,731 
18,041 
6,847 

Expenditure and Distributions 

464,980 

9,142 
833 

22 

975,737 

1,717,728 

Distribution to Municipalities, 
Shires and other Author i t ies-

Motor Omnibuses-
T a x -

Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Total 

Expenditure f rom Receipts of 
Tax on Other Public 
Vehicles-
Improved Traff ic Faci l i t ies-

Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Total 

Distribution of Service Licence 
Fees-

Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Total 

Balances in Fund at 30th Junc -
Motor Omnibuses-

T a x -
Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Other Public Vehicles -
T a x -

Mettopolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Contr ibut ion by Road Transport 
and Traffic Fund towards cost 
o f Traffic Facilities, Works-in-
Progress, and Liabil i ty under 
contracts 

Service Licence Fees-
Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
Wollongong 

Grand Total 

Year ended 
30th June, 

1974 

569.933 
84.463 
50.094 

704.490 

1.007.083 
30.602 
10.000 

1.047.685 

59,150 
4.987 
3.455 

67.600 

145.636 
16.601 
I 1.786 

6.658 
1.800 
1.395 

885.000 

13.147 
750 
729 

1.083.502 

2.903.277 

I hi- accounts of iIn Public Vehicles Fund hive been audited as required by Section 2ns 11 of 1 In I ransport 
Act. 1930. 

In my opinion, the above statement of receipts for the year ended 30th June. 1974 is a correct record of 
transactions as shown b\ such accounts. 

D EAIRLIE. Auditor-General of New South Wales 
SYDNEY 
27th September. 1974 

L.T. W I L L I A M S 
Chief Accountant. 
9th August. 1974 
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A P P E N D I X 5 

P A Y M E N T S F R O M P U B L I C V E H I C L E S F U N D 

• to Councils and other authorities required to maintain roads used by bus services 
• in reduction o f capital debt o f Government bus services 

Payments made during year ended 

Paid t o - 30th June -

1973 T 9 7 4 
u t ' T t j n p n i I T A N.' T U V W P H R T n i s y r p t n * _ 

(») Councils - S S 
8,845 9,280 

10,919 11,456 
33,733 35,394 

2,115 2,219 
18,367 19,271 
4,792 5,028 
9,227 9.681 

281 294 
3,679 3,860 

28,725 30.140 
7,384 7.747 
6,779 7,113 

21,522 22.581 
12,369 12.978 
5,497 5.767 
1,942 2.038 

13,959 14.646 
7,789 8.173 
8,309 8.718 
4,459 4.678 

20,696 21.715 
10,841 11.374 
5,991 6.286 

14,754 15.480 
4,623 4.851 

11,386 11.946 
17,983 18.868 
4,987 5.232 

35,765 37.526 
13,602 14.271 
11,564 12.133 
8,339 8.750 
6,436 6,752 

10;918 11.455 
121,271 127.240 

12,232 12.834 
14,329 15.034 
17,602 18.468 

618 649 
119 125 

15,952 16.737 

(b) Author i t ies-
Public Transport Commission o f 

64 67 64 67 
490 514 
136 143 

571,390 599.512 

30,893 29.579 

T O T A L - METROPOLITAN 602,283 629.091 

NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT D I S T R I C T -
(a) Counc i l -

48,911 65.779 
12,123 16.303 
2,958 3,979 

556 748 
100 134 

11 14 
64,659 86.957 

2,460 2,493 

TOTAL-NEWCASTLE 67,119 89.450 

WOLLONGONG TRANSPORT D I S T R I C T -

Counci ls-
34,909 47,247 
4,641 6.280 

• Campbelltown 4 6 
• Kiama 12 16 

• T O T A L - W O L L O N G O N G 39,566 53.549 

COMBINED GRAND T O T A L 708,968 772,090 

NOTES: (a)The amount each Council receives reflects the number and weight of the buses and the amount o f 
timetabled running. 

(b)The amount applied as "Capital Debt Reduct ion" is half o f the service licence fee for the services 
in the respective Transport Districts. 

» (c)No capital debt reduction as Government bus services do not operate in Wollongong District. 
• (d)Denotes Councils which although not in the Transport Districts under which they are listed share 

in the payments because buses registered in those Districts operate on their roads. 
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A P P E N D I X 6 

S T A T E T R A N S P O R T ( C O - O R D I N A T I O N ) F U N D 

S ta temen t o f Rece ip ts and Paymen ts f o r the year ended 3 0 t h J u n e , 1974 

Receipts Payments 

Previous 
Year 

$ 

'i eai ended 
JOth June. 

1974 
S 

Previous 
Year 

_ ? 

V car ended 
30th June 

1974 
s 

879,102 

559,693 
2.374 

Balance brought forward f rom 
previous year 

State Transport (Co-ordination) 
Act , 1931. 

Less Refunds 

1.877.9(0 

571.234 
1.350 

2,181,953 
627,615 
640,199 

3,449,767 

Administrative Expenses-

Other Expenses 

1.675.436 
54.012 

710.481 

2.439.929 

557,319 569.884 Recoup of value o f Police services 

90,810 4s.ooo 
1,231,228 

in connection wi th the super­
vision o f the State Transport 

674.216 
40,807 55,774 

1,231,228 674.216 
40,807 55,774 

4,680,995 3.114.145 

97,786 
107 

Revenue in respect o f the carriage 
16.196 

4,680,995 

Distribution o f revenue under 
Section 26(7) o f the State 
Transpor t (Co-ordination) 
A c t -

3.114.145 

97,679 16.196 

Distribution o f revenue under 
Section 26(7) o f the State 
Transpor t (Co-ordination) 
A c t -

5,707,575 
13,363 

Revenue in respect of the carriage 
2.542.445 

33.596 

Public Transport Commission 
o f New South Wales-
Railways Div is ion-

5,694,212 2.50X.X49 13,490 
786,510 

Passenger Charges 
r . i u u i t r ' l v i r .T . 'C 

21.920 
1.278.080 

6,480,827 Total Receipts 3.198.763 

13,490 
786,510 

Bus Div is ion-

21.920 
1.278.080 

1,990 
140 

Security Deposits- 972 
Bus Div is ion-

540 
1,990 

140 
Balance from previous year 2.130 

50 
800,972 1.300.540 

2,130 2.180 5,481,967 4.414.685 

1.155 
2,130 

Security Deposits held at 30th 
1.025 

2,130 1.025 
2,130 

Balance in Fund at 30th June . . . 

1.025 

1,877,962 Balance in Fund at 30th June . . . 662.040 
7.362,059 5.077.750 7,362,059 5.077.750 

The accounts of the State transport (Co-ordination) Fund have been audited as required by 
Section 2()8( I > o f the Transport Act . 1930. 

In my opin ion, the above statement of receipts and payments for the year ended 30th June. 1974, 
is a correct record o f transactions as shown by such accounts. 

I) I MM II Uuliior-Generalol Sew South Wain ! . : ! • , V 

S) fl \ / ) ' n " ' \ » * " I I I I I . I N I 

27th September. 1974 <"h V u K u M - 1 , 7 4 
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A P P E N D I X 7 

R O A D M A I N T E N A N C E ( C O N T R I B U T I O N ) A C T , 1958 

M o n t h l y Rece ip ts o f Ton-Mi leage Charges f o r the Years ended 3 0 t h June , 1973 and 3 0 t h J u n e . 1974 

Interstate Vehicles Intrastate Vehicles Totals 

Month 1973-1974 1972-1973 1973-1974 1972-1973 1973-1974 1972-1473 

$ S S S S $ 

July 582.204 501,884 1.118.553 1,067,144 1.700.757 1,569,028 
675.092 476,780 1.218.764 1,110,302 1.893.856 1,587,082 
559.880 462,095 1.075.431 987,342 1.635.311 1,449,437 
631.066 499,969 1.186.281 1,053,S20 1.817.347 1,553,489 
697.090 507,196 1.152.118 1,082,372 1.849.208 1,589,568 

December 532.868 424,465 872.101 900,741 1,404.969 1,325,206 
494.388 511,067 1.002.808 1,118,443 1,497.196 1,629,510 
506.920 446,705 1.045.531 958,050 1.552.451 1,404,755 
542.666 558,972 1.096.841 1,014,153 1.639.507 1,573,125 
436.950 436,012 881.137 927,336 1.318.087 1,363,348 

May 673.039 533,077 
474.846 569,280 

1.321.393 
993.887 

1,173,735 
1,056,198 

1.994.432 
1.468.733 

1,706,812 
1,625,478 

6,807,009| 5,927,502 12.964.845 12,449,336 9.771.854 18,376,838 

Less Refun 

Net 

Is _ 42.064 60.902 Less Refun 

Net $19,729,790 $18,315,936 

A P P E N D I X 8 

COST O F A D M I N I S T R A T I O N O F T H E R O A D M A I N T E N A N C E 
( C O N T R I B U T I O N ) A C T , 1958 

From 1st Ju ly . 1973 to 30th June. 1974 

Charged against M a i n Roads F u n d - S p e c i a l Deposi ts A c c o u n t N o . 1170 

Previous Year ended 
Year 

$ 

Head of Expenditure 30th June. 1974 

$ 
1.757.646 2.205.019 

63,442 87.109 
66,974 59.238 

4.414 
92,498 113.392 
43,703 45.640 
27,471 35,546 
28,460 30.445 

8,106 7,993 
26.584 56,032 
24,562 27.038 
57,686 68.615 

9,536 23.142 
273,097 45.860 
402,417 78,948 

18,889 3 
36,357 33,710 

9,672 3,402 

5,179 1.735 
12,207 15.133 
76 817 27.234 

2 ,991 .298 2.969.648 
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A P P E N D I X 9 

C O N V I C T I O N S U N D E R R O A D M A I N T E N A N C E ( C O N T R I B U T I O N ) A C T 
F O R Y E A R E N D E D 3 0 t h J U N E , 1974 

CONVICTIONS FOR F A I L TO: 

Vehicle Deliver Pay Comply wi th Show Total 
Classification Return Charges Notice Journey Convictions 

2.332 2.263 4 14 4.613 

Interstate-N.S.W 914 1.712 2 1 2.629 

Victoria 787 845 - - 1.632 

225 243 - - 468 

South Australia 440 325 - - 765 

Western Australia . . . . 48 4 - - 52 

A.C.T 28 18 - - 46 

Northern Terri tory . . . - -
Tasmania - -

Total 4.774 5.410 6 15 10.205 
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APPENDIX 10 

S I M l M l M 0 1 ( <>N\ l< 1 I O N S <>N I ' K I I S K 1 1 I O N S I N S 1 I I I T E D 
l l l l D E P A R T M E N 1 OF M O T O R T R A N S P O R T 

Mult' transport i< o-ordinalinn i \ c l . I9.M, as .HIM ml.il 
anil Kiuulalionx:— 

llrc.ich ol condition of permit (> 

Drive or operate contrary to licence (motor lorries) 465 

XX 
5X1 

Ir. in-p.irl \ i l . I ' l 'n. as amended, and Regulations fur 
Public Vehicles. Melropulitan. Newcastle and 
\ \dNoOROOR 1 ransporl Districts:— 

I I 
f 

1 ail In can) i>ul punctually a hiring or comply with request ol hirer 1 
1 ail In lake due care in loading or reuniting luggage or goods 1 

t a i l lo deliver ticket 10 onimhus passenger 1 t a i l lo deliver ticket 10 onimhus passenger 
-

leave vehicle unattended without taking precaution agatnsi it hang si a r led . . 4 

Leave vehicle unattended to cause ohsiruction 
1 ail to run lo timetable (omnibus) 

11 
14 
i 

ta i l to obscure vacant sign or fail lo extinguish light 1 

s 
:<> 
-Stand al place other than public stand i 
4 
1 

3D 1 cave driving seal of taxi-cah or lo loul lor passengers 
1 

3D 
4 

l.t 
14.' 

Minor Iralf ic \ c l . 19119, as aiiiemled. ami Regulation*:— 

•14 

1 
s 
\ 

s 
1 

x t 
22X 

1 

41 
12 

X4 
20 

1 ail to produce log hook lor examination 

Knad Maintenance i< nnlrihuiiiini \ c i . I95X:— 

57X 

15 
4.774 
5.41(1 

.t 

3 
KUOS 

VlMnr \ chicle Driving Insiruelnr's \ c i . 1961:— 
1 

1 

• Summary ( M e a n t Vet. 197(1:— 
1 

T O T A L 
1 

11.514 
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A P P E N D I X 11 

M O T O R R E G I S T R I E S I N O P E R A T I O N A S A T 3 0 T H J U N E , 1974 

Adaminaby Coonabarabran Lake Cargelligo RAYMOND TERRACE 

Adelong Coonamble I. IT.TON RICHMOND 
ALBURY COOTAMUNDRA L I I X O M B E Rockicy 

Aidlclhan Corowa Lightning Ridge R\ HI 

Ariah Park COWRA LISMORE Rylstone 

ARMIDALE Crookwell LITHGOW Scone 

Ashford Culcairn LIVERPOOL SINGLETON 

BaUlna Cum mock Lockhart Slockinbingal 

Balranald Dare ton MacksviUe Stroud 

Bangaluw Darlington Point Maclean SYDNEY (ROSEBERY) 
Baradinc Dcepwater M A I T L A N D Tabulam 

Barcllan Delungra Mandurama Tallimba 

Barham HI M L I Q U I N Manildra Tambar Springs 

Barmedman Denman Manilla 1 \ M WORTH* 
Barraba Dorrigo MANLY 1 jralga 

BATHURST DUBBO Mathoura Tarcutta 
Ballow Diincdoo Mcndooran FAR I E 
III (,.\ Dungog Menindce Femora 
Belllngen Eden Mcrriwa I enterfleld 
llcrrigan EmmavDle Milton I he Rock 
BEVERLY HILLS 1 nngonia MIRANDA Tibooburra 
Binnalong Eugowra MITTAGONG Tingha 
Bingara Fusion Moama Tocumwal 
Binnaway 1 A IRFIELD Molong Toorawcenah 
BLACKTOWN l in ley MOREE TORONTO 
Blayney 1 l \ l DOCK Moruya Tottenham 
Bogan Gale FORBES Moulamein Trangie 
Boggabilla Gaiunain MUDGEE I rundle 
Boggabri Gilgandra Mii l lumbimby lul laniore 
llombala GLEN INNES Mulu ala Tullibigeal 
Bonalbo Gloucester Mungindi 1 'umbarumba 
Boom! Goodooga Murrurundi 1 I MUT 

Boorowa Goolgowi Ml RW1LLI Mi l M l TWEED HEADS 
Bourke GOSFORD MUSV'ELLBROOK Ungarie 

Bowraville ( O l 1 I I I KN Narooma Uralla 

Braidwood GRAFTON NARRABRI Urana 

Brcwarrina Grccnethorpe Narrandera Urbenville 

BROKEN HILL Grenfell Narromine W \ ( . ( .A W AGC. \ 

Bulahdelah GRII M i l l NEWCASTLE WAITARA 

iiiiiiii.n i.i Gulargambone Nimmitabel Walcha 

Bungendorc Gulgong NORTH SYDNEY Walgett 

Buronga Gundagai NOWRA Walla Walla 

Burrcn Junction GUNNEDAH Nundle Wanaaring 

Byron Bay Gunning Nymagee Warialda 
CAMPBELLTOWN Guyra Nyngan Warren 
Candelo Gwabegar Oaklands WAl (HOPE 

Canowindra Harden Oberon Weethalle 
Captain's Hat Hay ORANGE Wee Waa 
Carinda Honty Pambula WT 1 1 I N G I O N 

Canathool i i.ii I n,i PARKES Wentworth 
CASINO Hillston PARRAMATTA Werris Creek 
( .is-llls l lo lbrook Peak HiU West Wyalong 
CESSNOCK INVERFLL PENRITH Whitton 
CHARLESTOWN Ivanhoe Picton Wilcannia 
CHULLORA Jcrilderie Pilliga WOLLONGONG 
Cobar Junec Pooncarie Woodburn 
Cobargo Kandos Portland Woodenbong 
COI-I-'S HARBOUR KATOOMBA Ouandialla WYONG 
C'ollarcnebri KEMPSEY OUEANBEYAN Yass 
Condobolin Khancoban Ouir indi Ycnda 
Coolah K IAMA Rand Yelnian 
Coolamon KOGARAI I Rankin's Springs YOUNG 
COOMA Kyogle 

Registr ies shown in capi ta l letters are conducted b\ off icers o f the Depar tment o f M o t o r T ranspor t . The 
remainder are conducted b\ Police in conjunct ion w i th other dut ies. M o t o r Registries conducted h\ the 
Depar tment to ta l 7(1 (excluding the M o t o r Registry Section at Head Of f i ce ) whilst M o t o r Registries 
conducted b\ the Police I Olal 179. 
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A P P E N D I X 12 

R E V E N U E C O L L E C T I O N S A T M O T O R R E G I S T R Y S E C T I O N O F H E A D 
O F F I C E A N D D E P A R T M E N T A L M O T O R R E G I S T R I E S 

Year ended 30th J u n e -

District Motor Registry 1973 1974 
$ $ 

Head Office (Motor Registry Section) 12,240,653 13.022,175 
1,889,022 1,943.340 
1,054,203 1.155,054 
1,294,359 1.240.744 

Bega 675,161 742,330 
Beverly Hills 4,277,414 4.533.303 
Blacktown 3,600,801 3.914.454 
Broken Hi l l 1,153,783 1.169.953 
Campbelltown 1,634,743 1.892.069 
Casino 667,584 718.604 

914,578 962.325 
Charlestown 2,642,997 2.848.312 
Chullora 6,289,747 6.423.891 
Coffs Harbour 1,084,297 1.228.475 

597,500 639.686 
641,016 697.061 
607,112 745.332 
785,600 875.404 

Dubbo 1,834,025 1.968.162 
3,303,446 3.621.376 
6,699,067 6.724.319 

679,739 643.236 
513,346 536.528 

2,535,080 2.730.001 
1,405,641 1.449.992 
1,108,318 1.187.246 

Gr i f f i th 1,100,560 1.165.749 
Gunnedah 664,709 715.640 
Inverell 906,001 927.567 

614,937 648.167 
1,218,422 942.967 

654,638 765.045 
4,389,375 4.521,554 

750,338 781.224 
5,078,299 5,520,800 

Lismore 1,714,227 1.860.505 
786,012 754.006 

4,492,202 4.668.978 
1,605,572 1.705.087 
4,358,310 5,018.466 

Miranda 4,325,647 4,552,124 
Mittagong 856,723 895.035 

683,720 680,042 
612,471 623,216 

Murwil lumbah 676,379 622,879 
810,978 832.927 
571,926 627.942 

6,877,681 6.466.944 
North Sydney 5,912,441 5.847.402 

1,364,497 1.469.332 
1,550,605 1,604,228 

723,623 767.598 
Parramatta 8,071,432 8.393.060 

2,858,836 3.323.720 
994,848 1.139.385 
784,646 913.796 

1,332,724 1.403.460 
4,425,458 4,717.206 

572,334 566,015 
2,094,134 2,159.299 
1,738,908 1,641,167 

936,693 1.091.666 
618,892 571.269 
466,733 546.725 

2,369,289 2.746.011 
3,791,606 4.134.140 

105,393 779.899 
279,521 359.146 

7,085,491 
1,200,825 

7.456.644 
1.349.802 

674,163 668.603 

T O T A L 153,831,451 162.559,809 

Most Registries are at Police stations but all Registries in suburbs o f Sydney and in main country centres are staffed by 
officers o f the Department o f Motor Transport and, for convenience, are often referred to as "Departmenta l " 
Registries. They attend to at least 95% of Motor Registry business. 
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\ m \ i ) i \ 13 

M O T O R V E H I C L E R E G I S T R A T I O N S C U R R E N T , 1910 t o 1974 

Public Vehicles 
Metropolitan, Newcastle Other Vehicles 6 

and Wollongong* 

Privatef Lorries Traders' AU 
Cabs Buses Hire Cars Cars Cycles plates Vehicles 

As at 
31st December -

* 1910 4,374 
1911 175 4 3,975 3 2,788 6.945 
1916 268 12 14,175 877 7,070 254 22,656 
1921 407 180 28,665 3,900 11,291 413 44,856 
1926 779 486 104,675 24,709 25,424 1,320 157,393 
1931 1,091 776 144,749 39,226 23,124 458 209,424 
1936 1,155 567 183,406 67,257 23,418 909 276,712 

J 1939 1,341 825 216,443 85,742 23,009 1,194 328,554 
1940 1,357 870 207,446 84,408 21,275 1,007 316,363 
1941 1,359 881 188,561 84,511 18,946 901 295,159 
1942 1,350 901 171,967 79,224 14,818 651 268,911 
1943 1,348 911 177,247 83,939 14,360 636 278,441 
1944 1,352 1,016 533 183,833 90,683 15,546 644 293,607 
1945 1,362 1,049 491 187,921 100,522 17,900 752 309,997 
1946 1,358 1,103 480 194,973 121,739 23,499 1,077 344,229 
1947 1,580 1,349 490 205,443 141,539 27,408 1,289 379,088 
1948 1,645 1,536 506 224,906 158,797 33,398 1,637 422,425 
1949 1,652 1,732 503 250,628 177,207 39,575 1,959 473,256 

As at 
30th J une -

1950 1,695 1,854 516 272,355 189,470 42,461 2,489 510340 
1951 2,014 1,905 511 311,535 216.339 46,851 2,500 581,655 
1952 2,285 1,954 519 341,927 235,495 47,552 2,569 632,301 
1953 2,304 2,003 503 363,767 242,655 45,100 2,668 659,010 
1954 2,321 2,064 489 397,090 258,171 42,451 2,850 705,436 
1955 2,479 2,123 368 440,603 278,137 39,787 3,088 766,585 
1956 2,567 2,122 331 482,068 301,311 37,039 3 3 4 3 828,781 
1957 2,624 2,197 318 514,587 323,340 35,567 3,463 882,096 
1958 2,745 2,466 288 552,919 345,091 34,581 3,603 941,693 
1959 2,759 2,551 286 558,175 374,954 32,575 3,823 1,005,123 
1960 2,775 2,709 275 626,562 411,224 28,773 4,009 1,076,327 
1961 2,803 2,882 280 662,433 445,478 24,396 3,967 1,142,239 
1962 2,832 2,890 273 699,523 471,091 21,749 3,407 1,201,767 
1963 2,868 2,962 258 742,072 508,120 19,494 3^96 1,279,070 
1964 2,855 3,023 274 786,633 548,147 18,212 3,447 1,36 2 3 9 1 
1965 3,124 3,123 280 838,280 598,185 18,886 3,482 1,465,360 
1966 3,131 3,323 282 877,435 636,374 20,231 3,425 1.544,201 
1967 3,135 3,114 270 918,140 678,488 24,243 3,379 1,630,769 
1968 3,171 3,132 270 975,323 724,287 32,344 3,434 1,741,961 
1969 3,249 3,217 272 1,029,661 767,032 40,617 3,549 1.847.597 
1970 3,280 3,292 272 1,097,959 817,047 48,942 3,584 1,974,376 
1971 3,323 3,881 273 1,165,276 862,132 61,335 3,611 2,099,831 
1972 3,331 4,074 254 1,228,133 894,598 74,006 3,820 2,208,216 
1973 3.333 4.244 245 1,291,477 934,999 89,621 4,118 2,328,037 
1974 3.476 3.566 243 1.373,238 936.255 105.067 4.233 2.426.078 

• Wollongong included from 1 st July, 1957 <t> l ncludes count ry public veh 
t Private hire cars included in cars before June, 1944 » Includes tractors, trailers nA vans 
$ Total figure only available Pre-war peak 
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A P P E N D I X 14 

B R A N D N E W M O T O R V E H I C L E S R E G I S T E R E D , 1 9 5 8 t o 1974 

Year ended 
30th June 

Passenger 
Vehicles 

Goods 
Vehicles 

Motor 
Cycles Total 

Variation 
(Percentage) 

1958 . . 
1959 . . 
1960 . . 
1961 . . 
1962 . . 
1963 . . 
1964 . . 
1965 . . 
1966 . . 
1967 . . 
1968 . . 
1969 . . 
1970 . . 
1971 . . 
1972 . . 
1973 . . 
1974 
TOTAL 

57,423 
58,525 
69,637 
69,074 
67,884 
82,930 
93,058 
98,272 
91,467 
94,376 

114,840 
119,561 
133,993 
137,214 
136,614 
140,838 

159.359 
.725,065 

38,047 
46,282 
56,309 
55,105 
52,298 
61,071 
67,082 
74,360 
66,904 
67,850 
69,022 
70,648 
75,327 
74,215 
72,858 
84,938 
88,214 

120,530 

3,112 
2,690 
2,211 
2,030 
1,389 
1,828 
1,912 
2,933 
3,611 
6,027 

10,366 
11,885 
12,145 
17,058 
20,151 
23,772 
30,658 

153,778 

98,582 
107,497 
128,157 
126,209 
121,571 
145,829 
162,052 
175,565 
161,982 
168,253 
194,228 
202,094 
221,465 
228,487 
229,623 
249,548 

~T78723 
2.999.373 

up 16.7 
up 9.0 
up 19.2 
down 1.5 
down 3.6 
up 19.9 
up 11.1 
up 8.3 
down 7.7 
up 3.9 
up 15.4 
up 4.1 
up 9.6 
up 3.2 
up 0.5 
up 8.7 
up 11.5 
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As at 
31st December-

Number As at 
30th June -

Number As at 
30th June -

Number 

1910 5,471 1951 748.343 1963 1,450,842 
1911 8,840 1952 827,355 1964 1,526,810 
1916 32,000 1953 870,048 1965 1,608,218 
1921 68,653 1954 914,239 1966 1,668,941 
1926 225,908 1955 999,751 1967 1,763,786 
1931 313,327 1956 1,048,901 1968 1,829,599 
1936 380,461 1957 1.091.467 1969 1,907,877 
1940 •474,881 1958 1,149,472 1970 2,048,789 
1941 446,639 1959 1,227,564 1971 2,155,239 
1946 518.644 1960 1,275,245 1972 2,222,510 

1961 1,358,822 1973 2.298.794 
1962 1.419.666 1974 2.390.624 

D R I V E R S ' A N D R I D E R S ' L I C E N C E S 

Table 1-Licences in Issue at Intervals Since 1910 

* Highest annual total prior to war-time decline in number o f licences. 

Table 2-Dissection o f Licences by Type 

On 30th June -

Class or Type 1973 1974 

Class 1 
Class 2 

1,771,080 
4,920 

271,387 
27,506 
79,499 
17,867 

126,535 

2,298,794 

1.837.231 
5.067 

277.752 
28.436 
82.876 
17.459 

141.803 

2.390.624 

1,771,080 
4,920 

271,387 
27,506 
79,499 
17,867 

126,535 

2,298,794 

1.837.231 
5.067 

277.752 
28.436 
82.876 
17.459 

141.803 

2.390.624 

Motor cycle rider 

• T O T A L 

1,771,080 
4,920 

271,387 
27,506 
79,499 
17,867 

126,535 

2,298,794 

1.837.231 
5.067 

277.752 
28.436 
82.876 
17.459 

141.803 

2.390.624 

• Provisional Licences-this total includes these licences, the conditions applicable to which are described below. 

Table 3-Condi t ions Applicable to Various Licences 

Drivers' licences in New South Wales (other than those to drive taxi-cabs in the Transport Districts, 
which are of a special type) are of five different classes ( 1 , 2, 3, 4 and 5) and authorise the driving o f 
vehicles as f o l l ows : -

Oass I: Private cars, light lorries (Le. those weighing not more than 2 tons unladen), tractors, 
and implements. 

Class 2: Private hire cars, service cars, car-type tourist vehicles and country taxi-cabs and also 
private cars, light lorries and vans, tractors and implements. 

Class 3: Private cars, tractors, implements and any type o f motor lorry (except an articulated 
vehicle and a motor lorry which weighs more than two tons unladen and is hauling a 
pole trailer or a trailer wi th more than one axle which is not an implement or 
caravan). 

Class 4 : Motor omnibuses, tourist vehicles o f any type, and any other type o f vehicle (except 
a taxi-cab in a Transport District, a motor cycle, an articulated vehicle, and a motor 
lorry which weighs more than two tons unladen and is hauling a pole trailer wi th 
more than one axle which is not an implement or caravan). 

Class 5: Articulated vehicles, large trailer combinations (comprising motor lorries weighing 
niuic man iwo ions unladen towing pole or j inker trailers or load-carrying trailers 
having more than one axle), and all other types of motor vehicles excepting public 
passenger moto i vehicles and motor cycles. 

Provisional: Generally Provisional licences are issued to persons making their first application for 
a licence to drive as described under Class 1 above or to ride a motor cycle. They 
impose special obligations to display " P " signs and restrict speed to no more than .50 
m.p.h. Offences For which Provisional licences may be cancelled are:-Dr ive 
negligently, exceed speed l imi t , not stop after an accident, not make right-hand turn 
properly, not have control over vehicle, disobey or fail to comply wi th traffic control 
light signal, cross centre line at grade or curve, cross separation lines, not keep wholly 
within traffic lane, not make left-hand turn properly, not draw out f rom boundary of 
carriageway wi th safety, not give way to vehicle on right, pass stopped vehicle at 
marked foot-crossing, not give way at marked foot-crossing, not observe " H a l t " or 
" S t o p " sign, not give proper signal. 

A separate type o f licence is required to ride a motor cycle. The minimum age for a Class 1 licence 
or cycle rider's licence is 17, and applicants must pass an oral test o f knowledge of the traffic 
regulations in addition to driving and eyesight tests. 

Applicants for all other types o f licences must have held a driving licence for at least twelve months 
previously. The rrmiimum age for Class 3 licences is 18. For other Licence Gasses the minimum age is 
2 1 . 
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Tab le 1 

C A N C E L L A T I O N , S U S P E N S I O N A N D R E F U S A L O F D R I V I N G L I C E N C E S 

Type o f Offence 

Decision o f Court Disqualifications Imposed Appeals 

Type o f Offence 

•Dis­
charged 

Con- Section 
victed 556 A 

Automatic t Automat ic Disqualification Varied by Court t o -

T O T A L 

Dismissed 
(conviction) 
confirmed) 

Al lowed 
(convict ion) 

quashed) 

Dismissed* 

Type o f Offence 

•Dis­
charged 

Con- Section 
victed 556 A 

Six 
Months 

One 
Year 

Three 
Years 

Less than 
3 months 

3 months-
less than 
6 months 

6 m o n t h s -
less than 

1 year 

1 yea r -
less than 
3 years 

3 years 
or more T O T A L 

Dismissed 
(conviction) 
confirmed) 

Al lowed 
(convict ion) 

quashed) 
Uncon­

dit ionally 
Condit ion­

ally 

Drive whilst under 
1,708 160 — 453 147 420 164 186 229 1(19 1.708 70 5 1 1 

Exceed Prescribed 
concentration o f 
alcohol 

15.099 1,287 — 2.845 1.010 5.510 2.245 1.401 1.471 617 15.099 795 10 14 5 

Refuse breath 287 22 • — 48 36 88 35 27 37 16 287 22 1 — — 

Drive in manner or 
1.971 24 - 548 94 358 260 236 355 120 1.971 170 23 1 3 

Not stop after injury 
accident Sec. 8(1) 39 1 9 4 2 5 3 12 4 39 4 — — 

Drive whilst disqualified 
* 1.471" 25 943 — — 14 28 107 184 195 1.471 104 4 — 

Culpable driving 43 1 — 11 12 2 2 12 4 43 1 — — — 

By negligent act cause 
grievous bodily harm . . . 

16 3 7 1 — 2 2 ~M 16 1 — 
•> 

Manslaughter I I 2 2 — 5 2 11 

T O T A L 20,645 1,520 943 3.919 1.312 6.395 2.737 1.964 2.307 1.068 20.645 1.167 43 16 9 

* Discharged pursuant to Section SS6A o f the Crii 
* Further periods o f disqualification imposed purs 

t In these cases the Courts exercised their discretk 
in the absence o f an order by the Court. 

nes Act , 1900, as amended. 

uant to Section 7A(3) o f the Motor Tra 

>n to disqualify drivers for periods other 

fie Act for the offence under Section 7A(2) of driving whilst (already) disqualif ied, 

than the specific terms which under the Motor Traff ic Ac t , operate automatically 

(Appendix 16 continued on next page) 



A P P E N D I X 16 (Continued} 

Nature o f Offence Traff ic 
Infringement 
Penalty Paid 

Con­
victed 

Discharged 
Section 556A 

» 

Suspension or 1 
Disqualification 

Ordered 

128.556 19.471 733 648 

31.862 9.250 1.182 539 

Not stop after accident (Section 8(3) or 8(4) - 583 28 143 

Other offences (Cross unbroken centre line, etc.) 74,812 17,387 1,575 1.224 

T O T A L 235.230 46,691 3.518 2.554 

Table 2—Serious offences not entailing automatic disqualification and details of convictions 
and disqualifications imposed by the Courts in such cases. 

Decision by Court 

Appeals to higher Courts against suspensions or disqualifications were heard in 765 cases o f which 105 were 
allowed and 660 dismissed. 

* Discharged pursuant to Section 556A o f the Crimes Act . 1900 as amended. 

Table 3 -Ac t i on by Commissioner for Motor Transport to Suspend or Cancel Licences or Refuse 
Applications therefor, and Appeals against such decisions 

Grounds Licence Suspended 
or Cancelled 

Application 
Refused 

Traffic Offences: 

Provisional Licences* . . 9.551 -
11,313 -

24 198 

464 303 

1.382 224 

T O T A L 22.734 725 

There were 6.529 appeals lo Courts of Petty Sessions in respect of the abovementioncd suspensions and cancellations 
2.11'4 were allowed and 4.495 dismissed. In respect of refusals there were X9 appeals and 27 were allowed and 62 were 
dismissed. 

See Table 4 for further details. 

Table 4 - A c t i o n by Commissioner for Motor Transport to suspend 
or cancel licences in respect o f traffic offences 

Points System 

Licences suspended 

Licences cancelled 

Provisional Licence Scheme 

First year provisional licences cancelled 

Subsequent first year provisional licences 
cancelled 

Other than first year provisional licences 
cancelled 

T O T A L 

Further details are shown in Appendix 15. 

A total o f 19,302 licences were suspended or cancelled last year. 

11.051 

262 

8.695 

769 

87 

20.864 
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P R I V A T E L Y O P E R A T E D O M N I B U S S E R V I C E S I N T H E 
T R A N S P O R T D I S T R I C T S 

Table 1 Numbers o f operators, services and vehicles as at 30th June 1973 and 30th June. 1974 

Metropolitan Newcastle Wollongong 

1973 1974 1973 1974 1973 1974 

117 113 15 15 13 13 
Services 208 207 23 23 25 24 

Omnibuses -

1,231 M S I 121 133 164 186 
In reserve 227 2 3 6 23 10 42 29 

Petrol 
1.458 1.387 144 143 206 215 Petrol 

204 179 3 4 49 10 
1,254 1.207 14t 139 157 205 

l iqu id Propane Gas — 1 — — — 
Total 1.458 1.387 144- 143 206 215 

Table 2 Operat ing and financial par t icu lars. years ended 31st M a r c h . 1973 and 3 1st M a r c h . 1974 

Metropolitan Newcastle Wollongong 

1973 1974 1973 1974 1973 1974 

Numbers o f employees 1,562 1.620 131 146 250 239 
Omnibus Mileage . . . . 27,593,165 30.431,844 3,207,650 3.091.447 5,641,779 5,624.269 
Passengers Carried . . . . 118,551,771 1 14.467.501 4,345.106 4.365.666 12,752,001 13.445.812 

$ $ 1 $ $ S 

Book Value of Plant . . 7,895,341 7.917.882 547,159 601.400 798,098 1.153.534 
Revenue 15,772,798 18.671.990 1,325.451 1.518.752 2,413,464 2.706.746 

14,178,467 16.763.556 1,243,112 1.422.481 2,232,258 2.608.831 
1,594,331 1.908.434 82,339 96.271 181,206 97.915 

Included in expendi ture-

Owners' Wages 423344 379.448 40,925 32.650 49,667 60.499 
1,226,468 1.335.795 116,058 129.936 122,234 133.929 

Interest Payments 
Loans, etc 327,515 331.421 11,629 13.430 34,260 37.508 

c. c. c. c. c. c. 

Revenue per mile 57.16 61.36 41.32 49.12 42.77 48.1 
Expenditure per mile . . 51.38 55.09 38.75 46.01 39.56 46.3 
Net Profit per mile . . . 5.78 6.27 2.57 3.11 3.21 1.8 
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T W O - W A Y R A D I O T A X I - C A B S A N D P R I V A T E H I R E C A R S 

Part 1. Metropoli tan. Newcastle and Wollongong Transport Distr icts-number and 
percentage o f radio-equipped vehicles 

Year Metropolitan Newcastle Wollongong 

Private Hire Private Hire Private Hire 
1 axi-cabs Cars Taxi-cabs Cars Taxi-cabs Cars 

1974 3.151 (97.5%) 176(78.9%) 126(100 ' . 1 10(76.92%) 1 16(99.15%) 2(28 .57%) 

1973 3,012(97.3%) 172(77.5%) 122(100%) 11 (78.6%) 116 (99.15%) 2 (22.22%) 

1972 2,947 (95.28%) 174 (75.79%) 122(100%) 11 (78.6%) 115 (99.14%) 2 (22.29%) 

1971 2,915 (94.4%) 185 (74.6%) 122(100%) 11 (78.6%) 115(99.14%) 1 (11.11%) 

1970 2,845 (93.3%) 181 (73.3%) 116(100%) 11 (78.6%) 115(99.14%) 1 (11.11%) 

1969 2,758(91.4%) 171 (69.5%) 116(100%) 11 (78.6%) 113 (97.4%) 2 (16.7%) 

1968 2,656 (90.3%) 169 (69.3%) 115(100%) 11 (78.6%) 112 (97.4%) 2(16.7%) 

1967 2,615 (89.8%) 127 (52.0%) 114(100%) 12(80.0%) 112(97.4%) 2 (16.7%) 

1966 2,575 (88.8%) 133 (52.2%) 114(100%) 12(80.0%) 115(99.1%) 2 (16.7%) 

1965 2,514 (86.6%) 133 (52.5%) 107(100%) 12 (75.0%) 115(99.1%) 2 (16.7%) 

1964 2,188 (819%) 133 (52.5%) 99(100%) 8 (53.3%) 114 (98.3%) 2(12.5%) 

1963 2,054 (77.4%) 132 (52.8%) 99 (100%) 8 (57.1%) 115 (99.1%) 2 (25.0%) 

1962 1,953(74.6%) 144 (56.9%) 91 (91.9%) 7 (46.6%) 112(96.5%) 4 (80.0%) 

1961 1,699 (65.2%) 138 (53.5%) 82 (82.8%) 7 (46.6%) 95 (95.0%) 3 (20.0%) 

1960 1,593(61.8%) 122 (48.4%) 82 (84.5%) 7 (43.7%) 95 (95.0%) 3 (42.9%) 

1959 1,483(57.8%) 115 (43.9%) 77 (81.0%) 95 (95 .0 r , ) 3 14 2 .9 ' : | 

Part 2. Country Distr icts- cities and towns with radio-equipped vehicles 

Two-way radio service Ls provided in the I I I - centres named below. 

Albury Dubbo Leeton Queanbeyan 
Alstonvillc Eden Leura Quirindi 
Armidalc Forbes Lismore Raymond Terrace 
liallina Glenbrook Lithgow Shellharbour 
Barham Glen Innes Maclean Singleton 
Bateman \ Baj Gosford Mer imbu la South Grafton 
Bathurst Goulburn Maitland Springwood 
Beg a Grafton M i l t o n Tarn worth 
Blaxland Grenfell Mittagong Taree 
Blayney Greta Moama The Entrance 
Bourke Gri f f i th Moree Thirlmere 
Bowral Gundagai Morisset Toukley 
Branxton Gunnedah Morpeth Tumut 
Broken Hi l l Guyra Moruya Tweed Heads 
Byron Bay Harden-Murrumburrali Moss Vale U ladul la 
Camden Hay Mudgee Wagga Wagga 
Casino Inverell MurwiUumbah Warrimoo 
Cessnock Junee Muswellbrook Wauchope 
Coffs Harbour Kandos Nambucca Heads Wellington 
Condobolin Katoomba Narrabri Weston 
Coo ma Kcmpsey Narrandera Woy Woy 
Coonabarabran Kiama North Haven Wyong 
Cootamundra Kingscliff Nowra Yass 
Corowa Kurri Kurr i Orange Young 
Cowra Kyogle Parkes 
Dcniliquin Laurieton Port Macquarie 
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1 3 0 0 n 

N . S . W . T R A F F I C C R A S H F S 

TRENDS IN FATALITIES FOR DIFFERENT 
CLASSES OF ROAD USERS 

' 6 4 6 6 6 8 

Y E A R ENDING 3 0 T H JUNE 

L E G E N D ' 

MOTOR V E H I C L E DRIVERS MOTOR C Y C L E PASSENGERS 

M O T O R V E H I C L E PASSENGE R S P E D E S T R I A N S 

+ + + + + + + + 
+ + + + + + + + 
+ + + + + + + + 
* + + + + + + • 
* + + + + + + + 
+ t t t t t t t 

M O T O R C Y C L E R IDERS O T H E R S 
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U' I ' I N l ) l \ It i Continuedi 

I M i l I I Fatal t ra f f ic crashes in N .S .W. for year ending 
30ih June. 1974: T ime o l "da>. d a \ o f 
week and type o f first impae l o f the crash 

I Y P h O I D A Y 
1 IRS I OF I M I 01 DA\ 

I M P A t 1 W E E K 

l 2 - 3 u . n 3-6 a . m . 6-9 a in 9 - l 2 a . m . ! 2-3 p .m 3-6 p . m . 6-9 p . m . 9 - l 2 p . m rOTAI 
V E I I I C 1 1 
V E H I C I 1 s i N 14 1 7 12 3 X 10 6 61 V E H I C I 1 

\ I O N - F R I 16 8 34 31 26 59 37 53 264 403 
S A T X 5 5 X X 24 12 X 78 

S I N G L E s i N 20 X 4 9 7 14 7 0 69 

V E H I C I 1 M O N - F R I 30 10 19 1 1 20 34 37 37 198 3X0 V E H I C I 1 
S \ 1 IS X 5 9 10 17 19 27 1 1 < 

V E H I C I 1 S U N 4 2 0 3 4 7 4 3 27 
P E D E S T R I A N \ I O N - l R| 2 12 15 21 49 61 37 203 272 

S \ 1 2 1 2 6 4 4 16 7 42 

\ 1 i n c i . i - : -
P A R K E D S U N •> 2 1 

3 
1 

(1 0 1 0 I) 6 
4 0 

V 1 H I C L E / 
O T H E R 

M O N - I Rl 
S A T 

1 
3 

2 
2 

1 
3 
1 

3 
0 

4 
0 

4 
1 

3 
s 
" 

4 
1 

24 
10 

4 0 

I O I \ l s 124 51 93 11)7 107 >J<2 20X 1X3 1095 

I \ U I I 2. Deaths f r om t ra f f i c crashes in N.S.W, 
lor year ending 30th June. 1974: Age. 
sex and class o l road user k i l led. 

( 1. A S S O F 
R O A D U S E R S E X \ ( , l 

0-2 2-6 7-12 13-16 17-20 21 24 25-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70 + Un­
known TOTAL 

V E H I C L E M 0 0 0 1 82 65 46 56 40 27 31 1 1 7 366 
D R I V E R S 1 0 0 o 1 11 8 1 7 10 8 7 1 1 55 

T O T A L 0 0 0 i 93 73 47 63 50 35 38 12 X 421 

V E H I C L E M 4 8 13 12 41 26 I I 16 13 IS 9 3 9 180 
P A S S E N G I K s 1 10 X 6 19 24 20 9 8 9 20 27 26 1 3 199 

T O T A L 14 16 19 31 65 46 20 24 22 35 36 29 22 379 

M O T O R M 0 0 0 10 52 30 17 9 3 1 1 o 0 
123 ( 1 ( 1 I S I S T 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 5 

T O ' I \ l 0 0 0 10 55 30 17 I I 3 I 1 0 II 128 

M O T O R C i ( l l M 0 0 0 1 6 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 
1' \ S S l \ ( , l K S 1 0 0 0 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 II 6 

T O T A L 0 0 0 1 9 8 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 

PI D E S T R I VIMS M 5 17 13 5 5 4 5 9 21 45 27 29 I 186 
1 1 16 7 1 3 1 2 f 16 25 i i 93 

I O I \ l 6 33 20 12 6 7 6 I I y •* 43 54 i 279 

P E D A L M 0 0 5 6 3 0 2 0 0 i 3 ") 0 
C Y C I I S T S 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I) 

T O T A I 0 0 7 6 3 0 2 0 0 i 3 2 0 24 

O T H I k s M 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 i 0 0 0 3 
1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

T O T A L 0 l 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 

T O T A L M 9 26 31 35 189 131 83 90 77 91 71 45 17 895 
1 1 1 24 16 27 42 34 I I 19 21 40 50 52 14 361 

O R A N D T O T A L 20 50 47 62 231 165 94 109 98 130 121 97 31 1255 
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APPENDIX 20 

T R A F F I C C O N T R O L S I G N A L I N S T A L L A T I O N S C O M P L E T E D 
I N T H E Y E A R 1st J U L Y . 1973 to 30th J I N K . 1974. 

The dales shown are the first da ) in service o f each insta l la t ion. Signals, prov ided for 
pedestrians ( inc lud ing school chi ldren) are denoted ihus ( • ) . 

SY D N E i A N D S U B U R B S 

A R N C L I F F E Princess Highway and West Botany Street 20ih M a y . 1974. 
West Botany and Marsh Streets 21st June. 1974. 

A S H FT E L D L iverpoo l Road anil Thomas Si reel 7th June. 1974. 
M HI K N Park and Wel l ing ton Roads 24th June. 1974. 
B VI GOW 1 M l Balgowlah Road and Wood l and Street 1 I t h M a r c h . 1974. 

Sydney Road and Wood land Street 27th February. 1974. 
B E L F I E L D Ba/ent in Street . Punchbowl and Cosgrovc Roads 20th June. 1974. 
B E V E R L Y l l l l 1 s S tone) Creek Road and Penshurst Street 30th M a y . 1974. 

K ing Georges Road and M o r g a n Street 27th February. 1974. 
B L A M I I I RST Princes H ighway . Bunya laand Water Streets 14th M a y . 1974. 

• B R O N T E Mur ray and Hewlet t Streets 13th June. 1974. 
B U R W O O D Burwood Road and Park Avenue 22nd November , 1973. 

Par ramat ta Road and Brough ion Street 21st M a r c h . 1974. 
C A B R A M A T T A John and Gladstone Streets 28th May . 1974. 

• C A R I N G B A H President Avenue, east o f l .aguna Street 8th February , 1974. 
Kingsway and Gannon Si reel 14th June. 1974. 

C A R L I N C i F O R D Pennant H i l l s and C'ar l inglord Roads 3 l s l December. 1973. 
( \ N T L R B l KY Canterbury Road and Jeffrey Street 13th M a y . 1974. 

• C O L L A R O Y Pit twater Road and Col la roy Street 7th Augus t . 1973. 
C O N C O R D W 1 s i Concord and Hosp i ta l Roads 6th December. 1973. 
C R E M O R N I Winn ie and Gerard Streets 30th October . 1973. 
D E E W H Y Pi t twaier . War r ingah and Harbo rd Roads Xih A p r i l . 1974. 
D O t B l . l BAY New South Head Road and Mann ing Sireel 5th July. 1973. 

New South Head and V ic to r ia Roads 30th June. 1974. 
D U L W I C H l l l l 1 New Can te rbury . Beach and Cons t i tu t ion Roads 9 ih M a y . 1974. 
1 A K I W O O D Ear lwood Avenue. H o m e r and Clarke Streets 2 1st June. 1974. 

Har t i l l - Law Avenue. H o m e r and W i l l i a m Streets 2Xih June. 1974. 
1 M L P L A I N S ( i rea l Western Highway and Russell Sireel 27th June. 1974. 
1 N M O R F . Enmore Road and Phi l l ip Street 22nd October . 1973. 

Edgeware Road. A l ice and L lewel lyn Streets 30th A p r i l . 1974. 
E R M I N G T O N V ic to r ia and River Roads IXth June. 1974. 
F R E N C H S F O R E S T War r ineah Road and H i lmer S i ree l 27th September. 1973. 
( i l A D E S \ l l l l V ic to r ia and Westminister Roads 20ih November . 1973. 

• G Y M E A President Avenue, west o l 'Core l la Road 2Xih June. 1974. 
H O R N S B Y Pacif ic Highway and Edgewonh David Avenue 29th November . 1973. 

Pacif ic Highway and George S i ree l 29th November . 1973. 
.1 A N N M 1 Rai lway Cresceni and Box Road 27ih May . 1974. 
K I N G S G R O V I Kingsgrove and Commerc ia l Roads 3rd June. 1974. 
1 1 I C H H A R D T Flood and M a r i o n Streets 2nd M a y . 1974. 
1 1 \ \ I S I I A M New Canterbury and Warde l l Roads Xth May . 1974. 
L I D C O M B E Bombus S i ree l . Par ramat ta and H i l l Roads 28th June. 1974. 
1 I N D F I I 1 l ) Pacific H ighway . Bal four Street and l l av i l ah Road 27th June. 1974. 
1 l \ L R P O O L M o o r e Street and Hume Highway 14th M a y . 1974. 

Copc land Street. Orange Grove and Sydney Road 25th June. 1974. 
• E l i / a b e i h D r u e , west o f McLean Street 2Xih June. 1974. 

M A N L Y East and West Esplanade. The Corso and Belgrave Si reel 4th December. 
1973. 

M A N L Y V A L E Condatn ine Sireel and Kenneth Road 24th June. 1974. 
M E R R Y L A N D S W E S T Burnet t Street . Mer ry lands and Fowler Roads 24th June. 1974. 
M O S M \ N Sp i l and Our imbah Roads 7ih M a r c h . 1974. 

• N O R T H RY 1)1 Epp ingand Pi t twater Roads 24th December. 1973. 
Lane Cove and Gou ld ing Roads 25th October . 1973. 

P Y D S T O W H E I G H T S H e n r j Lawson Dr ive. D i l ke Road and Clane> Street 5th September. 1973. 
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APPENDIX 2(1 {ContinuedI 

I K V K K K C O N T R O L S I G N A L I N S T A L L A T I O N S C O M P L E T E D 

I N T H E Y E A R 1st .11 L Y , 1973 to 3 0 l h .11 N E . 1974 

PI N S I I U R S T K ing Georges and Won io ra Roads 1 l ih A p r i l . 1974. 
PET 1 RSII \ \ l New Canterbury Road and West S i ree l 29ih June. 1974. 
P R I S T O N S Hume Highwav and C a m p b c l l l o w n Road JOih June. 1974. 
P R O S I ' l l 1 Western Freeway and Great Western H igh wax 23rd A p r i l . 1974, 
R \ N | ) \ \ | C K A l i son Road and Cow per S t ree t—30th June. 1974. 

A l ison and Darley Roads 29th June. 1974. 
Barker and Avoca Streets 2nd M a y . 1974. 

R()( KDAI 1 Princes Highway and K ing Street 2nd Ju ly . 1973. 
R O / I L I 1 Dar l ing and Nat iona l Streets 21st August . 1973. 

" B a l m u i n Road and Cecils. Street 13th June. 1974. 
R l S H C l 1 1 ERS B A Y New South Head Road and Mc l .aeh la i i Avenue 20lh M a r c h . 1974. 
RY 1)1 Church Street and Mor r i son Road 27th M a y . 1974. 

Bluxland Road . Chu rch and Tucke r Streets 9th November . 1973. 
V ic to r ia Road and Bowden Street 6th December. 1973. 
Lane Cove and Buf fa lo Roads 20th February. 1974 
Lane Cove and Coxs Roads I7 lh M a y . 1974. 

ST . I V E S M o n a Vale Road and Stanley Street 6th M a y . 1974. 
-si 1 1 O N \R I )S Pacif ic Highway and Oxley Street 2nd Ju ly . 1973. 

Pacif ic H ighway and Chr is t ie S t ree t—2nd Ju ly . 1973. 
SI PI 11 RS Princes Highway and May Si reel 9th July. 1973. 
S T R NT 111 I I 1 D Raw Square and Redmvre Road 23rd A p r i l . 1974. 

1 lie Boulevarde. MorWick and Margare t Streets 24th June. 1974. 
Redmvre Road and The Boulevarde 24lh June. 1974. 

\ \ l I I I S I O ld South Head and Towns Roads 9th A p r i l . 1974. 
* \ \ W 1 R l 1 Y Ca r r i ng ton Road , nor th o f V i c to r i a Street 19th June. 1974. 

tt 1 S I P I M i l l 1 Ryde and Y a n k o Roads 8th October . 1973. 
WEST RY D l Shaftesbury and V ic to r ia Roads 3rd July. 1973. 
w I I 1 1 P A R K King Georges Road and Lakemba Street I5 lh November . 1973. 

Ernest St reet . Canterbury and Canary Roads 7th M a y . 1974. 
WILI oi on in Smal l Street . A r i a r m o n and W i l loughbv Roads 21st December. 1973. 

N K \ \ ( \ST I 1 VREA 

( \RI ) I IT C a r d i f f Road . Macquar ie and Ke l lon Streets 2Sth M a r c h . 1974. 
• E A S 1 M A I T L \ N | ) New England H ighway , south-east o f Edgewor th St ree t—29th M a y . 1974. 

Newcastle Road and Melbourne Street 14th June. 1974. 
H A M I L T O N Stewart Avenue. Stale Highway N o . I0A and Parry Street 20th June. 1974. 
.11 S M O N I ) Newcastle and Blue G u m Roads 26th June. 1974. 
M A Y l l l l l ) U 1 M Ma i t l and and Industr ia l Roads 15th November . 1973. 
N | \ \ ( \ S I I I Hunter and Auck land Streets 23rd August. 1973. 
S A N D G \ 11 M a i t l a n d and \N allsend Roads 1 l i h A p r i l . 1974. 

W O L L O N G O N G A R E \ 

B E R K E L E Y Wol longong Mo to rway ( R a m p " L " " l and Northcl i fTe Drive i M h December 
1973. 

( O N I S T O N Spr ingh i l l Road and Entrance to A . I . a n d S . 2nd M a y . 1974. 
1 \ I R Y M l \DOVv El l io t ts R o a d . Car te rs Lane and Squi res Way ~th May . 1974. 

• W I N D A N G W i n d a n g R o a d at Acac ia Street 29th October , 1973. 

O T H E R A R E A S 

Q l 1 VNBEY \ N C r a w f o r d and Mor r i sse t t S t ree ts—14th November . 1973 

/(l 

file:///DOVv


A P P E N D I X 21 

S T A F F E M P L O Y E D 

On June 30th 
1971 1972 1973 1974 

METROPOLITAN 

1.680 1,759 1.740 1.705 
617 671 656 645 

Females. Part-l ine 131 116 133 163 

2.428 2,546 2,529 2.513 

NEWCASTLE -

Males 52 62 67 70 

Females. Full-time 13 13 14 32 

Females, Part-time 3 3 3 2 

68 78 84 104 

REST OF STATE -

Males 279 290 296 294 

91 93 94 100 

Females, Part-time 3 3 3 2 

373 386 393 396 

TOTALS -

Males 2,011 2.111 2,103 2.069 

Females, Full-time 721 777 764 777 

Females, Part-time 137 122 139 167 

2,869 3,010 3.006 3.013 

N O T E : Wages Sta l l ' ( inc luded in the foregoing f igures) total led 243 (224 males and 19 females) on 30th 
June. 1971. 242 (222 males and 20 females), on 30th June. 1972 and 239 (220 males and 19 
females) on 30th June. 1973. The corresponding f igures for 1974 were 251 (233 males and IX 
females). 
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A B R I E F H I S T O R Y OF V E H I C L E 
A N D O R I V E R L I C E N S I N G I N N E W 

R E G I S T R A T I O N 
S O U T H W A L E S 

On 1st January, 1910 registration of road motor vehicles 

and the licensing of their drivers became compulsory. The 

administrative duties necessary in this respect were carried 

out by the Police Department which already had traffic 

responsibilities associated with the control of pedestrians, 

bicycles and animal drawn vehicles. By the end of 1910, 

4,374 vehicles were registered and 5,471 drivers licensed. 

By 1930 the increasing numbers of vehicles and drivers and 
the growing complexity of transport administration 
necessitated the establishment of a new Department — the 
Department of Road Transport and Tramways - which 
took over vehicle registration and driver licensing work 
from the Police Department and the operation of tram 
services from the Railways Department, administered new 
legislation related to the control of commercial road 
transport, and also established the Government-operated 
bus services. Further diversification of road transport 
regulations and enormous increases in vehicle registrations 
and drivers' licences in the post-war period led to the 
separation of these and all regulatory functions from the 
work of actually operating the Governments' bus and tram 
services and an independent Department, now the 
Department of Motor Transport, was formed on 1st June, 
1952. 

By June 30th, 1974 the number of vehicles registered had 
risen to 2.426,078 and the number of drivers' licences in 
issue to 2.390,624. 
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