


THE FRONT COVER scene is one common to most schools in New South 
Wales each school day and typifies the high day-to-day use of motor 
vehicles to transport young children. 
When seat belt wearing became compulsory in 1971, the law exempted 
children under the age of eight years from wearing them. Since that time, 
however, the increasing injury rate of young children in traffic crashes led 
to research by the Traffic Accident Research Unit which determined that it 
would be beneficial for them to wear restraints whilst travelling in motor 
vehicles. 
Resulting from that research a new child restraint law came into force on 1st 
March, 1977. Details are given on page 12 

THE PICTURES BELOW illustrate how the law works. 

W h e r e t h e r e a r e n o s u i t a b l e 
c h i l d r e s t r a i n t s , b u t a d u l t ' s 
sea t b e l t s a r e a v a i l a b l e in 
t h e car . t h e c h i l d r e n m u s t 
u s e t h e m . 

T h e r e w i l l b e t i m e s w h e n i t 
w i l l b e n e c e s s a r y t o c a r r y 
m o r e c h i l d r e n t h a n u s u a l . In 
t h o s e c a s e s a l l a v a i l a b l e 
c h i l d r e s t r a i n t s a n d a d u l t 
s e a t be l t s s h o u l d be u s e d . If 
t h e r e a re m o r e c h i l d r e n t h a n 
t h e r e a re sea t b e l t s , t h e n t h e 
u n r e s t r a i n e d c h i l d r e n s h o u l d 
r ide in t h e b a c k s e a t c o m 
p a r t m e n t 

M o s t v e h i c l e s a r e n o w f u l l y 
e q u i p p e d w i t h sea t b e l t s f o r 
a d u l t s in a l l s e a t p o s i t i o n s . 
M a n y p a r e n t s have a l r e a d y 
i n s t a l l e d s p e c i a l c h i l d 
r e s t r a i n t s in t h e i r ca r s f o r 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n , b u t s o m e 
o l d e r ca r s m a y o n l y have 

i 
s e a t be l t s i n t h t f r o n t o r 
h a v e n o r e s t r a i n t s in t h e m a t 
a l l . 

W h e n t h e r e a r e s u i t a b l e 
c h i l d r e s t r a i n t s a v a i l a b l e , 
t h e c h i l d r e n m u s t u s e t h e m . 

I f t h e r e a r e n o c h i l d 
r e s t r a i n t s o r s e a t b e l t s 
a v a i l a b l e , t h e c h i l d r e n 
s h o u l d s i t i n t h e b a c k sea t . 

N o e n t i r e l y s u i t a b l e d e v i c e 
is a v a i l a b l e fo r i n f a n t s w h o 
u s e b a s s i n e t s . H o w e v e r a 
w e l l p a d d e d b a s s i n e t , 
secu re l y a n c h o r e d o n t h e 
b a c k s e a t g i v e s s o m e 
p r o t e c t i o n . 

K e e p t h e i n f a n t ' s h e a d 
t o w a r d s t h e c e n t r e o f t h e 
car . T h e b a s s i n e t n e e d s t o 
be s t u r d y a n d c o v e r e d w i t h 
a n e t . 
In s o m e c a r s , t h e b a s s i n e t 
m a y b e p u t o n t h e f l o o r a n d 
w e d g e d b e t w e e n t h e sea t s . 



The new District Office and 
Motor Registry building at 
Kogarah, which was opened 
during the report year. 
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N f W SOUTH WALES 

The Hon. P. F. Cox. M.L.A., 
Minister for Transport and Highways, 
Parliament House, 
SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000 . 

Dear Mr. Cox. 

It is with pleasure that I submit to you for the information of Parliament 
the Annual Report of the Department of Motor Transport for the year ended 30th 
June. 1977. 

The report summarises the accomplishments of the year and includes 
explanatory information and statistics about continuing policies and established 
practices. It also outlines plans for the future. 

I acknowledge, with appreciation, the loyal and able assistance given so 
willingly by staff throughout the Department during the year. 

Yours faithfully. 

Commissioner. 
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THIS YEAR IN BRIEF A N D A 

STATISTICS 
1976-1977 Variation 

I Receipts — 
M o t o r V e h i c l e R e g i s t r a t i o n T a x 
Fees ( r e g i s t r a t i o n s , l i cences, e tc . ) 
T o n M i l e a g e C h a r g e s ( h e a v y l o r r i e s ) 
T h i r d P a r t y I n s u r a n c e p r e m i u m s 
Fees and C r arges — S t a t e T r a n s p o r t 

( C o - o r d i r a t i o n ) A c t 
S t a m p D u t y ( v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n s ) 
P r o p o r t i o n 3f Fees f o r t h r e e y e a r 

d r i v e r s ' a i d r i d e r s ' l i c e n c e s 
Rece ip t s f o i issue o f spec ia l l y m a d e 

n u m b e r p la tes 
S u n d r y 

TOTAL 

Payments — 
C o s t o f T r a f f i c Po l i ce 
A d m i n i s t r a i ive cos ts , D e p a r t m e n t o f 

M o t o r T r a n s p o r t 
T r a f f i c Fac l i t ies F u n d — 

( T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y A c t , 1976) 
F u n d s p r o v ded fo r r oads — 

C o u n c i l s , e tc 
D e p a r t m e n t o f M a i n R o a d s 

C o l l e c t e d fo r a n d r e m i t t e d t o — 
G o v e r n m e n t I n s u r a n c e O f f i c e 
S t a m p D u t i e s O f f i c e 

P a y m e n t s t o P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t C o m m i s s i o n 
P r o p o r t i o n o f fees f o r t h r e e y e a r d r i v e r s ' a n d 

r i d e r s ' l i c e n c e s — 1 9 7 5 / 7 6 — T r a n s f e r r e d 
t o the R e a d T r a n s p o r t a n d T r a f f i c F u n d 

P a y m e n t t o w a r d the cos t o f A m b u l a n c e 
Serv ices 

TOTAL 

113,123,524 
61,132,463 
19,809,661 

175,494^11 

u p 
u p 

d o w n 
up 

21 ,944 ,188 
1,505,228 

458 ,115 
15,305,442 

614,005 
41,655,824 

u p 
u p 

3 ,417 
16,983,141 

2,014,994 u p 68 ,049 

961,485 
779,237 

u p 
d o w n 

234 ,060 
1,158,369 

415,585,504 

20,927,835 

u p 

d o w n 

54 ,427 ,041 

3 ,798,638 

35,952,156 u p 4 ,291 ,691 

10,736.250 d o w n 46 ,469 

787,789 
126,881,496 

u p 
u p 

35 ,374 
20 ,912 ,331 

175,494311 
41,655,824 

30,000 

u p 
u p 

d o w n 

15 ,305,442 
16,983,141 

70 ,000 

,284,095 

750,000 

u p 548 ,594 

u p 54 ,161 ,466 

I 
R e g i s t r a t i o n s in f o r c e ( o n June 30) 
B r a n d new veh ic les r eg i s t e red 
D r i v i n g l i cences ( a l l t ypes ) in f o r c e ( o n J u n e 30) 

Persons k i l l e d 

T o t a l s t a f f 
N e w Reg i s t r i es a p p o i n t e d 
T o t a l M o t o r R e g i s t r i e s in o p e r a t i o n 
N e w R e g i s t r y p r e m i s e s c o m p l e t e d t h i s y e a r . 

u p 
u p 
u p 

82 ,855 
12,241 

109,852 

u p 40 

I 
d o w n 

u p 

373 

EVENTS 

1 9 7 1 - 7 2 

1 9 7 2 - 7 3 

Traffic accident deaths decreased by 10% — 127 less than last year. Increased and new charges take 
total collections to SI 75.932.056. Conpulsory seat bell wearing introduced and safety helmet wear
ing for motor cyclists made compulsory. New Metropolitan Regional Ojjice building planned jor 
Chullora. Four new Motor Registry buildings planned. 5.2% rise in motor vehicle registrations. 
Priority Road experiment begins on Victoria Road. 

n-line computer installed to record vehicle registration with great benefits already apparent. Total 
collections S32.7 million over last year, as first full year oj new charges takes total collections to 
$208.6 million. Road authorities receive record Jigure oj $93.3 million. Original registrations oj 
brand-new vehicles rise by 8.7% o\er last year. For first time total vehicle registrations exceed 
number of licensed drivers and riders. Seal belts for cars registered ajler 1st January, 1965 no* 
pulsorv. Regional Office, two Distrct Offices and two Motor Registries constructed. 

Total Collections, at $219,687.367, rxceeds previous year'by $11,014,690. Disbursements to Road 
Authorities exceed $100,000,000. Al! charges and embargoes on the carriage oj goods by road were 

1 9 7 3 - 7 4 waived from 1st January, 1974. Motor Dealers Act 1974 assented to on 6th May, 1974. Registration 
of brand new vehicles increased by 11.5%. Traffic control signal installations total 1,040. Data 
Processing centre established at Charlestown provides employment opportunities Jor Newcastle 

ea. Three new motor registry bui'dings completed. IB 



REVIEW OF T H E PREVIOUS FIVE YEARS 
P R I N C I P A L STATIST ICS A N D M A I N EVENTS — 1971-72 TO 1976-77 

1 9 7 1 - 7 2 

9 1 , 1 7 9 , 3 3 6 
59 ,627 ,235 
20 ,267 ,776 

160,188,869 

88 ,843 ,381 
4 9 , 8 5 0 , 7 3 0 
20 ,769 ,492 
9 9 , 6 1 6 , 4 4 7 

8 3 , 5 3 3 , 2 4 1 
34 ,610 ,945 
19 ,729 ,790 
6 8 , 9 6 7 , 0 8 3 

78 .282 ,361 
3 2 , 9 9 9 . 3 2 4 
18 ,315,937 
6 4 . 8 7 8 . 1 7 3 

5 7 , 5 9 2 , 3 5 1 
2 4 , 9 9 6 , 2 6 8 
17 ,686 ,958 
6 2 , 1 5 5 , 8 3 2 

610 ,588 
24 ,672 ,683 

617 ,465 
8 .398 ,499 

3 ,198 ,763 
7 ,152 ,105 

6 ,480 .827 
6 .013 .210 

6 , 0 8 7 , 0 0 9 
5 ,398 ,148 

1,946,945 2 ,629 ,735 841 ,533 781 .918 1,098,463 

727 ,425 
1,937,606 

583 ,825 
1,389,460 

4 4 7 , 3 5 0 
1,206,557 

319 ,950 
600 ,977 

2 1 8 , 1 0 0 
6 9 8 , 9 2 7 

361 ,158 .463 272 ,699 ,034 2 1 9 , 6 8 7 , 3 6 7 208 .672 ,677 1 7 5 , 9 3 2 , 0 5 6 

24 ,726 ,473 2 0 , 4 8 5 , 9 5 5 15 ,430 ,104 16 .400 .000 1 3 , 4 2 2 , 4 0 4 

31 ,660 ,465 2 7 , 3 6 4 , 1 8 9 2 0 , 3 6 2 , 2 4 9 19 .298 .879 14 ,284 ,749 

• + 1 0 , 7 8 2 , 7 1 9 • 8 , 2 5 5 , 8 5 8 • 5 , 9 4 5 , 3 7 1 • 4 , 5 9 0 , 6 5 9 • 3 , 4 3 9 , 4 6 2 

752 ,415 
105,969,165 

756 ,519 
104 ,756 ,402 

7 7 2 , 0 9 0 
9 9 . 3 2 3 , 0 7 0 

708 .968 
9 2 . 6 8 0 . 1 3 8 

5 6 7 , 7 1 5 
7 2 , 3 6 4 , 8 7 1 

160 ,188 ,869 
24 ,672 ,683 

100,000 

9 9 , 6 1 6 , 4 4 7 
8 ,398 ,499 

500 ,000 

6 8 , 9 6 7 , 0 8 3 
7 ,152 ,105 
1,300,540 

6 4 . 8 7 8 . 1 7 3 
6 , 0 1 3 , 2 1 0 

800 .972 

6 2 , 1 5 5 , 8 3 2 
5 , 3 9 8 , 1 4 8 
3 , 0 0 1 , 2 6 8 

1,735,501 811 ,984 9 3 8 , 7 3 2 725 .954 3 6 2 , 2 0 4 

750 ,000 750 .000 750 ,000 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 

361 ,338 ,290 2 7 1 , 6 9 5 , 8 5 3 2 2 0 , 9 4 1 , 3 4 4 2 0 6 . 8 4 6 , 9 5 3 1 7 5 , 3 4 6 , 6 5 3 

• Expenditure on traffic facilities prior to June, 1976. 
+ Includes $2,160,086 paid into Traffic Facilities Fund under Section 23, Traffic Authority Act. 1976. 

2 ,623 ,887 
237 ,096 

2 ,634 ,039 

2 ,551 ,559 
275 .189 

2 ,532 ,196 

2 ,426 ,078 
278 ,231 

2 ,390 ,624 

2 ,328 ,037 
249 .548 

2 .298 ,794 

2 , 2 0 8 , 2 1 6 
2 2 9 , 6 2 3 

2 , 2 2 2 , 5 1 0 

1,244 1,314 1,255 1,181 1,137 

3,085 
N i l 
249 

1 

3 ,083 
N i l 
249 
N i l 

3 ,013 
N i l 
249 

3 

3 ,006 
N i l 
2 4 9 

5 

3 , 0 1 0 
N i l 
253 
N i l 

EVENTS 
Mr. D.R . Coleman. I.S.O., retires as Commissioner for Motor Transport. Mr. W. Butler appointed 
as Commissioner for Motor Transport on Nth February. 1975. Increased fees and third party in
surance premiums take collections to record level. Licence records computerised. About 16.500 speed 
limit signs replaced by metric signs. Fall in number of defect notices issued. Record number of trajfic 
control signals installed during the year. Traffic Accident Research Unit mount second stage of drink 
driving campaign with results now under analysis. Transit Lane introduced. 

1 9 7 4 - 7 5 

District Office and Motor Registry building constructed at Cammeray. Traffic Authority of N.S. W. 
established to eliminate former fragmented control of traffic management. Department transfers traj
fic engineering construction role to Department of Main Roads. Registrations of brand-new vehicles 
fall by 13.8%. Ten new commuter air services approved. Convictions jor breaches oj Road 
Maintenance I Contribution I Act increase by 25%. Third Parly Motor Vehicle Insurance premiums 
increased. Motor Registry at Wauchope nearing completion. 

1975-76 

District Office and Motor Registry building constructed at Kogarah. Motor Registry completed at 
Wauchope. Registrations of brand new vehicles rise by 5.2%. Third Party Motor Vehicle Insurance 

premiums increased by 12.2%. Weights and measures in legislation administered by Department con
verted to metric terms. Authorised Inspection Station scheme given legal status. Children under the 
age of eight years travelling in vehicles required to wear a suitable restraint. 

1976-77 



Financial Results 

EXPLANATORY 

N A M E S A N D PURPOSES OF V A R I O U S F U N D S 

A m o u n t s co l lec ted by the D e p a r t m e n t of M o t o r Transpor t are. by l aw . pa id in to separate 
Funds of the Treasury as descr ibed later. They are app l ied as prescr ibed, ma in ly on 
act iv i t ies c lose ly re la ted to t raf f ic con t ro l and roads, and to mee t admin i s t ra t i ve costs. 
Subsequen t pa rag raphs descr ibe each Fund, summar i se resul ts for the repor t year and 
ind ica te A p p e n d i c e s con ta in ing de ta i l ed f igures. 

INTERSTATE T R A D E 

Vehic les used exc lus ive ly 'or the purposes and in the course of in ters ta te t rade are not sub
jec t t o N e w S o u t h Wa les A c t s t ha t require p a y m e n t o f m o t o r vehic le reg is t ra t ion tax. 
H o w e v e r , veh ic les so used m u s t be reg is tered and some are sub jec t also to the Road 
M a i n t e n a n c e (Cont r ibu t ion) Ac t — desc r ibed in some detai l later in the repor t . They mus t 
c o m p l y w i t h r oadwor th i ness requ i rements , and the i r d r ivers m u s t observe the S ta te 's 
d r i v ing rules. 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS 

I Col lec t ions th is year w e r e $ 4 1 5 , 5 8 5 , 5 0 4 w h i c h w a s $ 5 4 , 4 2 7 , 0 4 1 m o r e than last year. 
A p p e n d i x 1 g ives deta i ls for each ma in head ing — veh ic le reg is t ra t ion tax . t o n - m i l e a g e 
charges, reg is t ra t ion and l icence fees, th i rd par ty insurance p r e m i u m s and ad -va lo rem 
s t a m p du ty on cer ta in reg is t ra t ion cer t i f ica tes. 

T O T A L D I S B U R S E M E N T S 

Impo r tan t i tems inc luded m the a m o u n t o f $ 4 1 5 . 4 9 9 , 7 5 6 d isbursed du r ing the year are — 

$ 
Road A u t h o r i t i e s (Pr inc ipal ly the D e p a r t m e n t 

o f M a i n Roads) 1 2 7 , 6 6 9 . 2 8 5 
G o v e r n m e n t I n s u r a r c e Off ice — Third Party 

P r e m i u m s co l lec ted 1 7 5 . 4 9 4 . 3 1 1 
S t a m p Du t ies Of f ice — A d - v a l o r e m s t a m p d u t y on 

cer ta in reg is t ra t ion cer t i f i ca tes 4 1 . 6 5 5 . 8 2 4 
Pol ice Serv ices (Traff ic and M o t o r Regis t ry dut ies) 2 0 . 9 2 7 . 8 3 5 
Paymen t to Traf f ic -ac i l i t ies Fund under Sec t ion 2 3 

of the Traf f ic A u t h o r i t y A c t . 1 9 7 6 1 0 , 7 3 6 , 2 5 0 
This Depa r tmen t ' s cost o f opera t ion and 

adm in i s t r a t i on 3 5 , 9 5 2 , 1 5 6 

A m o r e de ta i l ed s u m m a r y of expend i tu re and a compar i son w i t h the p rev ious year is set 
out in A p p e n d i x 2 . 

I 



M A I N ROADS F U N D 

SOURCES OF REVENUE 

• M o t o r vehic le reg is t ra t ion we igh t - t ax (as d is t inc t f r om reg is t ra t ion fees — see Road 
Transpor t and Traff ic Fund) pa id on vehic les o ther t h a n Public Veh ic les in the 
Transpor t D is t r ic ts W e i g h t tax on the lat ter vehic les is c red i ted to the Public Veh ic les 
Fund 

• Tax levy on all vehic les w h i c h are subject to w e i g h t tax 

• A l l t on -m i l eage charges co l lec ted under the Road Ma in tenance (Cont r ibut ion) Ac t 

A P P L I C A T I O N 

The Fund meets , f r om the vehic le reg is t ra t ion tax but not f r o m the ton -m i l eage charges 
men t i oned above — the cost of admin is te r ing the Road Ma in tenance (Cont r ibut ion) Ac t 
The ba lance, p lus all the ton -m i leage charges, t hen fo rms part o f the i n c o m e of the Depart 
men t of M a i n Roads It is the pr inc ipal source f rom Sta te revenue (as d is t inc t f r o m Com
m o n w e a l t h A id Road Funds) t owards the cost of ma in roads 

RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 

S 
Vehic le reg is t ra t ion we igh t tax 

(after Refunds) 8 0 . 7 5 6 , 9 4 2 
Tax levy 3 1 . 2 9 9 . 8 0 0 
Tota l tax revenue 1 1 2 . 0 5 6 . 7 4 2 
Less — Admin i s t r a t i ve costs (Road 

Ma in tenance ) 4 . 9 8 4 . 9 0 7 
$ 

Net tax proceeds 1 0 7 . 0 7 1 . 8 3 5 
Ton-mi leage charges (after Refunds) 1 9 . 8 0 9 . 6 6 1 

T O T A L (paid to M a m Roads Fund) 1 2 6 . 8 8 1 . 4 9 6 

Tax revenue w a s 2 4 18% higher than last year but revenue f rom ton -m i l eage charges fel l 
by 2 . 2 6 % For i n fo rma t ion in deta i l and a compar i son w i t h last y e a r s f igures see — 

• Append ix 1 for tax co l lec t ions ( inc lud ing tax on pub l ic vehic les) 

• Append ices 1 and 7 for co l lec t ions under Road Ma in tenance (Cont r ibut ion) Ac t 

ROAD T R A N S P O R T A N D TRAFFIC F U N D 

SOURCES OF REVENUE 

Al l fees (as d is t inc t f r o m Tax — see "Main Roads Fund") for vehic le reg is t ra t ions, fees for 
d r iv ing l icences and misce l laneous fees and charges, inc lud ing the c o m m i s s i o n pa id by the 
Governmen t Insurance Off ice on th i rd par ty insurance p r e m i u m s co l lec ted o n its behalf 

A P P L I C A T I O N 

This is the Depar tmen t ' s ma in operat ing Fund and f r o m it is pa id the major po r t i on of i ts 
costs o f admin is t ra t i on Other impor tan t i tems are — 

• Pol ice services (Traffic and Mo to r Registry dut ies) . 

• Con t r i bu t ion t o w a r d s the cost of A m b u l a n c e Services in N e w Sou th Wales . 

• The costs of traff ic con t ro l ac t iv i t ies 

RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 

RECEIPTS 

S 
Regis t ra t ion. L icence and o ther fees 5 9 . 0 4 9 . 0 4 6 
C o m m i s s i o n (on G I 0 th i rd par ty insurance 

p rem iums) 1 . 5 7 7 , 2 0 5 
Sundry 1 . 8 2 1 . 8 2 3 

TOTAL 6 2 . 4 4 8 . 0 7 4 



P A Y M E N T S 

S 
Admin i s t ra t i ve Ccsts (Depa r tmen t o f M o t o r 

Transpor t ) 2 7 , 8 3 4 , 6 3 3 
Police Serv ices (traff ic and m o t o r registry 

dut ies) 2 0 . 9 2 7 . 8 3 5 
Con t r ibu t ion to Traf f ic Faci l i t ies Fund 1 0 , 3 0 0 . 0 0 0 
Purchase o f assets ( land, bu i ld ing , etc.) 2 . 6 3 5 . 6 0 6 
Payment t o w a r d s the cost o f A m b u l a n c e Serv ices 7 5 0 . 0 0 0 

T O T A L 6 2 . 4 4 8 . 0 7 4 

A n aud i ted de ta i led s t a temen t w h i c h con ta ins compa ra t i ve f igures for the last year 
appears as Append ix 3 . 

E X P L A N A T O R Y NOTES 

1 O t h e r E x p e n d i t u r e o n A d m i n i s t r a t i v e C o s t s — The a m o u n t s h o w n as 
" A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Costs ( D e p a r t m e n t o f M o t o r T ranspor t ) " does not cover all the 
Depar tmen t ' s opera t ing expenses Further expend i tu re for par t icu lar ac t iv i t ies is met 
f r o m the M a i n Roads Fund. Traf f ic Acc i den t Research A c c o u n t and the Traf f ic 
Faci l i t ies Fund 

2 C o s t o f Po l i ce S e r v i c e s — It w a s possib le t o pay $ 2 0 , 9 2 7 , 8 3 5 f rom the Road 
Transpor t and Traff ic Fund t o w a r d s the agreed cost o f Pol ice Serv ices ( $ 2 7 , 0 1 1 . 4 6 9 ) 
for 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 This increased the a c c u m u l a t e d def ic i t on the Fund to $ 1 3 , 8 6 3 , 4 1 5 

An artist's impression of the new District Office and Motor Registry at Liverpool which was 
Hearing completion at the end of the report year. 

PUBLIC VEHICLES F U N D 

E X P L A N A T O R Y 

Under the Transpor t A c t . b j s e s . tax i -cabs , pr iva te h i re cars and vans in three spec i f ied 
areas embrac ing Sydney . N e w c a s t l e and W o l l o n g o n g . and de f ined as "T ranspor t D is t r i c t s " 
are sub jec t to an add i t i ona l reg is t ra t ion as we l l as o ther special requ i rements , and cer ta in 
revenue der ived f r o m t h e m is payab le into a separa te Fund — the Publ ic Veh ic les Fund 
The addi t iona l requ i rements in the three Transpor t D is t r ic ts are descr ibed in the sect ion 
headed Commerc ia l Transpar t Services. 

SOURCES OF REVENUE 

• W e i g h t tax pa id on the reg is t ra t ion of publ ic vehic les in Transpor t Dis t r ic ts . 
• Fees for l icences for bus serv ices These l icences are d is t inc t f r om the l icence for the 

buses themse lves and are te rmed "serv ice l i cences" 
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A P P L I C A T I O N 

• Reduc t ion of cap i ta l debt of bus serv ices ope ra ted by the Public Transport C o m m i s 
s ion iBus Div is ion) The a m o u n t so app l ied is equal to half the a m o u n t co l lec ted as 
service l icence fees for Me t ropo l i t an and Newcas t l e bus services 

• Ass is tance to au thor i t i es ma in ly Counc i ls respons ib le fo i roads used by the 
buses This accoun ts for all the bus tax and the other half of the revenue f r o m the set 
v ice l icence fees 

• The bulk of the rece ip ts of we igh t tax on publ ic vehic les, o ther than buses, is pa id to 
the Traff ic Faci l i t ies Fund for expend i tu re on traf f ic con t ro l ac t i v i t ies S I 5 . 0 0 0 w a s 
pa id t o w a r d s the cost of s j pe rv i s i on of tax i cabs at ce r ta in ranks 

RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 

RECEIPTS $ 

Tax (buses) 7 4 9 6 5 2 

Tax (other vehic les I 3 1 7 1 3 0 

Serv ice l icence fees 75 0 2 2 

TOTAL . 1 1 4 1 , 8 0 4 

P A Y M E N T S 

Capi ta l debt reduc t ion ibus serv ices 
Publ ic Transpor t C o m m i s s i o n ! 3 4 0 0 2 

Ass is tance to road au thor i t ies 7 5 3 7 8 7 

Traffic Faci l i t ies Fund 3 2 5 2 5 0 

Admin i s t ra t i ve Costs Taxi rank superv is ion 15 0 0 0 

TOTAL 1 . 1 2 8 0 3 9 

A ba lance of S 2 1 1 197 b rough t f o r w a r d f r o m 1 9 7 5 7 6 w a s he ld in the Fund .it the 
star t o f the year and a ba lance o f S 2 2 4 9 6 2 r e m a i n e d as at 3 0 t h June 197 7 A n 
aud i ted de ta i led s t a temen t w h i c h con ta ins co r respond ing f igures for last year 
appears as A p p e n d i x 4 

STATE T R A N S P O R T (CO O R D I N A T I O N ) F U N D 

E X P L A N A T O R Y 

The S ta te Transpor t ( C o o r d i n a t i o n ) Ac t regu la tes in t ras ta te c o m m e r c i a l passenger 
car ry ing and goods car ry ing t ranspor t serv ices The Ac t and admin i s t ra t i ve po l i c ies in 
regard to it are dea l t w i t h ful ly in a sect ion headed C o m m e r c i a l Transpor t Serv ices 

SOURCES OF REVENUE 

Revenue is der ived f r o m fees for l icences and permi ts issued under the Ac t Fines and 
Court awards ar is ing f r o m breaches of the Ac t and Regu la t ions are also pa id in to the Fund 

Up to 31s t December 1 9 7 3 revenue w a s also ob ta i ned f r o m charges i m p o s e d for cer ta in 
jou rneys by goods vehic les w h i c h c o m p e t e d w i t h rail serv ices bu t . f o l l o w i n g a Gove rnmen t 
dec is ion, charges we re d iscon t inued for l o u m e y s opera ted after that da te 

A P P L I C A T I O N 

Af te r the cost of adm in i s te r i ng the Ac t has been me t p a y m e n t s are m a d e to the funds of 
the G o v e r n m e n t ra i lway and bus serv ices The Ac t enables s imi lar p a y m e n t s to be m a d e t o 
the count ry sec t ion of the M a i n Roads Funds 
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RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 

RECEIPTS 

$ 

6 2 1 . 0 1 1 

Other (mos t l y penal t ies) 1 .593 

6 2 2 . 6 0 4 

8 , 5 9 9 

T O T A L 6 1 4 . 0 0 5 

P A Y M E N T S 

Con t r ibu t ion to Road Transpor t and Traff ic 
Fund t o w a r d s cos ts o f A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 6 1 9 . 1 8 9 

Paymen t to Publ ic Transpor t C o m m i s s i o n 
(Ra i lways Div is ion) under Sec t ion 
2 6 (7) o f the Sta te Transpor t 
(Co-ord ina t ion) A c t 3 0 . 0 0 0 

T O T A l 6 4 9 1 8 9 

A ba lance of $ 9 1 , 1 9 4 b rough t f o r w a r d f r o m 1 9 7 5 - 7 6 w a s held in the Fund at the 
star t o f the year: and a ba lance of $ 5 6 , 0 1 0 rema ined as at 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 7 . A n 
aud i ted de ta i led s t a temen t w h i c h also gives compar i son w i t h last year 's f igures 
appears as Append ix 6 

R O A D M A I N T E N A N C E C H A R G E S 

E X P L A N A T O R Y 

C h a r g e s p a y a b l e . The Road Ma in tenance (Cont r ibu t ion) Ac t w h i c h became opera t ive f r o m 
1st May . 1 9 5 8 requires the owne r o f a c o m m e r c i a l goods vehic le w i t h a load capac i t y ex
ceed ing four tons to pay a charge t o w a r d s c o m p e n s a t i o n for w e a r and tear caused by the 
veh ic le t o the pub l ic st reets. The rate of charge per mi le is f i ve -e igh teen ths of a cent per 
t on o f the s u m of t h e ;are o f the vehic le plus 4 0 per cent o f i ts load capac i ty . It is payable 
for in ters ta te as we l l as in t ras ta te jou rneys and for e m p t y as we l l as loaded runn ing . 

P r o c e e d s U s e d fo r R o a d s . M o n e y s co l lec ted under au tho r i t y of th is A c t are pa id — 

(a) one - f i f t h in to the County o f Cumber l and M a i n Roads Fund to the credi t of an ac
c o u n t ca l led T h e Roads Ma in tenance A c c o u n t " . This m o n e y may be appl ied 
on ly on ma in tenance of pub l ic s t reets inside the County of Cumber l and and in
c ludes g ran ts t o Mun ic ipa l i t i es and Shires for t ha t pu rpose 

(b) four - f i f ths in to the Count ry M a i n Roads Fund to the credi t of an accoun t ca l led 
" T h e Roads Ma in tenance A c c o u n t " . This m o n e y may be app l ied only on 
ma in tenance of pub l ic s t reets ou ts ide the County of Cumber l and and inc ludes 
g ran ts to Mun ic ipa l i t i es and Shires for t ha t purpose. 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e C o s t s n o t D e d u c t e d . Adm in i s t r a t i ve cos ts are not pa id ou t of road 
ma in tenance charges co l lec t ions. They are me t f r o m vehic le reg is t ra t ion tax p a y m e n t s to 
the M a i n Roads Fund. 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Po l i c i es . The m a i n po in ts of p rac t ices f o l l o w e d in admin i s t ra t i on and en 
fo rcemen t o f the A c t are descr ibed in a later sect ion headed Commerc ia l Transpor t Ser
v ices. 
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RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 

RECEIPTS 

A s a t , or f o r 
year e n d e d 
3 0 t h J u n e 

1 9 7 7 
1 9 7 6 

V e h i c l e s R e g i s t e r e d 
t h i s S t a t e fo r 

I n t r a s t a t e usage 

Charges 
received 

$ 

1 4 , 3 9 7 , 6 4 9 
1 4 , 0 6 3 , 9 3 8 

% o f 
to ta l 

7 2 5 
6 9 . 2 

V e h i c l e s R e g i s t e r e d 
in o t h e r S t a t e s a n d 
R e g i s t e r e d in t h i s 

S t a t e fo r I n t e r s t a t e 
u s a g e o n l y 

Charges 
received 

S 

5 , 4 5 8 . 9 6 0 
6 . 2 6 2 . 3 6 6 

% o f 
to ta l 

2 7 5 
3 0 8 

T o t a l 

Charges 
received 
(gross) 

S 

1 9 . 8 5 6 . 6 0 9 
2 0 . 3 2 6 , 3 0 4 

Var ia t ion up 3 3 3 . 7 1 1 d o w n 8 0 3 . 4 0 6 d o w n 4 6 9 , 6 9 5 
(2.4%) (12.8%) (2.3%) 

The d o w n w a r d t rend in revenue co l lec t ions f rom in ters ta te vehic les is due ma in ly t o 
the device of reg is ter ing vehic les in the n a m e of in ters ta te " s t r a w " compan ies — 
deal t w i t h more ful ly under Commerc i a l Transpor t Serv ices . 

Append ix 7 s h o w s receipts m o n t h by m o n t h and the net rece ip t after deduc t i ng 
refunds. 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E COSTS 

Cost 
Year ended Tota l a m o u n t A s % o f 
3 0 t h J u n e S Co l lec t ions 

1 9 7 7 4 . 9 8 4 . 9 0 7 2 5 1 0 
1 9 7 6 4 . 5 3 7 . 8 2 0 2 2 32 

Append ix 8 g ives deta i ls under a range of expend i tu re head ings 



Policy Developments 
and Legal Activities 
i 

C O N T I N U I N G POLICIES 

Reference to es tab l ished pol ic ies app l icab le to par t icu lar act iv i t ies w h i c h con t i nued 
w i t h o u t substant ia l change are inc luded in the ind iv idua l sec t ions of th is repor t dea l ing 
w i t h such act iv i t ies — for examp le , pol ic ies dea l ing w i t h p remises and data process ing are 
m e n t i o n e d in the sect ion headed Other Funct ions. Staf f Premises and Data Processing and 
c o m m e r c i a l goods t ransport pol ic ies in the sect ion headed Commerc ia l T ranspor t Services. 
I n fo rma t ion of a more genera l character f o l l ows immed ia te l y , w i t h emphas i s on 
deve lopmen t th is year. 

R e g i o n a l B r a n c h e s . The Sta te has been d iv ided in to a n u m b e r o f admin i s t ra t i ve reg ions 
each under the con t ro l of a Regiona l Supe r i n tenden t w h o is respons ib le , t h r o u g h the Chief 
Super in tendent , to the Commiss ioner for the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n w i t h i n the reg ion of 
leg is la t ion admin is te red by the Depa r tmen t , the d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f mat te rs ar is ing local ly in 
the opera t ion of pub l ic and o ther mo to r vehic les and their dr ivers , and the con t ro l and 
m a n a g e m e n t of D e p a r t m e n t a l M o t o r Registr ies and the ac t i v i t ies of D e p a r t m e n t a l Off icers 
general ly w i t h i n the reg ion . The Depa r tmen t ' s reg ional admin is t ra t i ve s t ruc tu re has been 
progress ive ly re in forced by the prov is ion of add i t iona l s taf f w i t h i n each Regiona l Branch. 
Of f ices for regional headquar ters and d is t r ic t o f f ices have been cons t ruc ted in the reg ions 
s ince the scheme began . 

O t h e r P o l i c y A c t i v i t i e s . A number of o the r pol icy ma t t e r s we re deal t w i t h . Fo l l ow ing 
estab l ished pract ice, o ther Gove rnmen t Depa r tmen ts and t rade o rgan isa t ions w e r e 
consu l ted as necessary l r some cases dec is ions reached w e r e re f lec ted in n e w legis lat ion 
or regu la t ions ou t l i ned 01 f o l l ow ing pages, such as the convers ion to met r ic te rms of 
var ious we igh t s and measures p rov ided for in the var ious A c t s and Regula t ions 
admin is te red by the Depar tmen t . 

A special investigation of severe crashes requiring ambulance attendance was undertaken dur
ing the year. Pictured B a radio-controlled vehicle leaving its Fairfield huse for the scene o) a 
crash. 

Tra f f i c A c c i d e n t R e s e a r c h U n i t . I n fo rma t ion in respect o f th is ac t iv i ty w i l l be found later 
in the report under Traf f ic Safety Ac t i v i t i es 
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W I L E N S K I REVIEW OF G O V E R N M E N T A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Early in 1 9 7 7 the Sta te Governmen t appo in ted Professor W i i ensk i as Commiss ioner in 
charge of a Rev iew of Governmen t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n in N e w Sou th Wa les At a b r ie f ing 
session he s ta ted that he w o u l d assume the func t i ons of all D e p a r t m e n t s to be necessary 
and cor rec t ly a l loca ted, and w o u l d be concerned only w i t h imp rov ing ef f ic iency In later 
d iscuss ion and cor respondence the Depa r tmen t fu rn ished prac t ice s t a t emen ts and m u c h 
o ther i n f o rma t i on par t icu lar ly about but not l im i t ed to personne l ma t t e r s 

A c c e p t i n g ef f ic iency to be the Rev iew's chief concern , the Depa r tmen t ' s pr inc ipa l 
submiss ion took the oppor tun i t y presented by the Rev iew of s h o w i n g h o w the 
Depar tmen t ' s ach ievemen ts over the 2 5 years of i ts ex is tence d e m o n s t r a t e tha t p rac t ica l 
admin is t ra t i ve exper ience in a par t icu lar f ie ld is a p roven source o ' in i t ia t ive , po l icy 
innova t ion and f lex ib i l i ty in managemen t and has at least as m u c h to offer in the serv ice o f 
t h * S ta te as fo rma l i sed managemen t theory The po in t is m a d e that an appraisal of the 
Depa r tmen t ' s ef f ic iency w o u l d lack ba lance if it d id not take accoun t of po l icy and 
m a n a g e m e n t advances the Depar tment i tself in i t ia ted — o f ten to s t reaml ine ope ra t i ons 
These inc lude decent ra l i sa t ion of its adm in i s t r a t i on , the i n t r oduc t i on of o w n e r - o n u s ' for 
park ing o f fences, deve lopment of i n f r i ngemen t no t ices for m a n y types of traff ic o f fences , 
es tab l i shment of a scient i f ic Traff ic Acc iden t Research Un i t n o w of w o r l d repute 
app l i ca t ion of compu te r techno logy to traff ic s ignals a C o m m i s s i o n of Enquiry in to bus and 
tour is t vehic le opera t ions , and — qu i te as notab le as any - d e v e l o p m e n t o ' a da ta 
process ing ins ta l la t ion equa to any o f its k ind in the w o r l d w h i c h has c o p e d w i t h the 
e n o r m o u s and sus ta ined increases in the number of vehic les and dr ivers and vast ly 
improved serv ices to the publ ic 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L T R A I N I N G S C H E M E S 

The Depa r tmen t has par t i c ipa ted in p r o g r a m m e s for b roaden ing the k n o w l e d g e of persons 
w h o are s tudy ing in Aust ra l ia under var ious in ternat iona l t ra in ing schemes 

A l t h o u g h not ca l led upon to prov ide pract ica l t ra in ing d u r i n g the year it w i l l con t i nue to 
make its faci l i t ies avai lab le w h e n requ i red 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

The press, rad io and te lev is ion ne two rks made w i d e use of the D e p a r t m e n t ' s Public 
Relat ions service du r ing the year Pract ical ly every aspect of the Depa r tmen t s ac t iv i t ies 
rece ived publ ic i ty . 

C O M M I T T E E S A N D C O N F E R E N C E S 
GENERAL PRACTICE 

The D e p a r t m e n t is associated w i t h numerous impor tan t po l icy c o m m i t t e e s and 
con fe rences , and . in add i t ion in f o l l ow ing i ts we l l -es tab l i shed p rac t i ce of ob ta i n i ng the 
v i ews of o ther bod ies such as Gove rnmen t Depa r tmen ts Counc i ls and indus t ry 
o rgan isa t ions w h e n part icular po l icy mat te rs are be ing cons idered , con tac t is ma in ta i ned 
on a c o m m i t t e e basis In fo rmat ion abou t some of these c o m m i t t e e s and con fe rences 
fo l l ows 

A U S T R A L I A N T R A N S P O R T A D V I S O R Y COUNCIL 

C o u n c i l ' s C o n s t i t u t i o n and F u n c t i o n s The Aus t ra l ian Transpor t Adv isory Counc i l 
p rov ides Aus t ra l i a -w ide contact at M in is te r ia l level on major p r o b l e m s of t ranspor t and 
traf f ic admin is t ra t i on 

The Counci l cons is ts of the C o m m o n w e a l t h Min is ter for Transpor t and the respect ive Sta te 
Min is te rs for Transpor t 

Th i s Year 's M e e t i n g s . The Counci l he ld its 4 8 t h M e e t i n g on 9 t h Ju ly . 1 9 7 6 in Br isbane 
4 9 t h M e e t i n g on 3 rd December . 1 9 7 6 in Me lbou rne and 5 0 t h M e e t i n g on 2 5 t h February. 
1 9 7 7 in Hobar t and on 4 t h Ma rch . 1 9 7 7 in Sydney 

S o m e of the i t ems af fect ing th is D e p a r t m e n t w h i c h we re cons idered at the M e e t i n g s 
inc luded repor ts o f the Adv isory C o m m i t t e e on Vehic le Per fo rmance. Adv i so ry C o m m i t t e e 
on Safety in Veh ic le Design Aus t ra l ian M o t o r Veh ic le Cer t i f i ca t ion Board and Adv isory 
C o m m i t t e e on Road User Per formance and Traffic Codes Sub jec ts d iscussed inc luded air 
c o m m u t e r opera t ions design rules and o ther safety s tandards for m o t o r veh ic les 
emiss ions f r o m moto r vehicles p roposed legal measures to o v e r c o m e p r o b l e m s assoc ia ted 
w i t h the co l lec t ion of road ma in tenance charges g raded m o t o r cyc le l icences and 
un i fo rm i t y of road acc ident stat ist ics. 

S u b o r d i n a t e B o d i e s . The subord inate bod ies of the Counci l w i t h w h i c h th is Depa r tmen t 
has l ia ison are the Adv isory C o m m i t t e e on Vehic le Per fo rmance the Adv iso ry C o m m i t t e e 
on Safety in Veh ic le Design the Aus t ra l ian M o t o r Veh ic le Cer t i f i ca t ion Board , the Adv iso ry 
C o m m i t t e e o n Road User Per fo rmance and Traff ic Codes the C o m m i t t e e on M o t o r Veh ic le 
Emiss ions and the Publ ic i ty Adv isory C o m m i t t e e on Educat ion and Road Safety Off icers of 
the Depa r tmen t are the N e w Sou th Wa les representat ives on the C o m m i t t e e s and Board 
men t i oned 
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A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e o n V e h i c l e P e r f o r m a n c e . The f unc t i on o f th is C o m m i t t e e is t o 
advise the Aus t ra l ian Transpor t Adv isory Counc i l on the " o n - r o a d " s tandards and 
equ ipmen t of m o t o r vehic les and their loads The C o m m i t t e e compr i ses de lega tes 
represent ing the Aus t ra l i an Road Transpor t Federat ion, the Federal Chamber of 
A u t o m o t i v e Indust r ies, the Aus t ra l i an A u t o m o b i l e Assoc ia t ion , the Society of A u t o m o t i v e 
Engineers, the Transpor t Worke rs Un ion the City Transi t Conference, the Sta te Transpor t 
M in is te rs , the C o m m o n w e a l t h M in is te r for Transpor t , the Min is ter for the Nor the rn 
Terr i tory and the M in is te r for the Capi ta l Terr i tory 

Research by th is D e p a r t m e n t ' s Traffic Acc iden t Research Uni t con t r i bu ted s ign i f icant ly to 
the de l ibera t ions of the C o m m i t t e e 

A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e o n S a f e t y in V e h i c l e D e s i g n . The func t ion of th is C o m m i t t e e is t o 
advise the Aus t ra l i an Transpor t Adv isory Counci l o n safety s tandards in respect of the 
des ign of mo to r vehic les It compr ises de lega tes represent ing the Vehic le S t ruc tu res Safety 
Branch. Depa r tmen t of Transpor t , the Aus t ra l ian Road Research Board. Aus t ra l ian 
A u t o m o b i l e Assoc ia t ion , the Federal Chamber of A u t o m o t i v e Indust r ies the Nat iona l 
Hea l th and Med i ca l Research Counc i l , the Ins t i tu te of Engineers of Aust ra l ia and the 
Aus t ra l ian M o t o r Veh ic le Cer t i f i ca t ion Board 

A u s t r a l i a n M o t o r V e h i c l e C e r t i f i c a t i o n B o a r d . This C o m m i t t e e compr i ses one nominee 
of each M in is te r ia l member of the Aus t ra l ian Transpor t Adv i so ry Counci l Its pr inc ipa l 
func t ion is to issue Cert i f icates o f Comp l iance w i t h the Aus t ra l ian Design Rules for M o t o r 
Veh ic le Safety for ind iv idua l types of mode ls of m o t o r vehic les W h e n a vehic le comp l i es 
w i t h all app l icab le Des ign Rules, a Comp l iance Plate is issued The Sta te and Terr i tory 
reg is ter ing au thor i t ies recogn ise the Comp l iance Plates as ev idence that a vehic le comp l i es 
w i t h such Design Rules w h i c h that State has dec ided are a p r e r e q u i s i t e to reg is t ra t ion in 
tha t S ta te 

C o m m i t t e e o n M o t o r V e h i c l e E m i s s i o n s . The func t ion of th is C o m m i t t e e is to advise the 
Aus t ra l ian Transpor t Adv i so ry Counc i l on mo to r vehic le emiss ion s tandards It compr i ses 
representat ives of C o m m o n w e a l t h and Sta te Depa r tmen ts of Hea l th . Env i ronment . 
Transpor t and representa t ives of the Federal Chamber of A u t o m o t i v e Indust r ies and the 
Pet ro leum Indust ry Execut ive Counci l for the Env i ronment 

A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e o n R o a d User P e r f o r m a n c e a n d T ra f f i c C o d e s The func t i ons of 
th is C o m m i t t e e are to in i t ia te , rev iew and deve lop means of assessing dr iver pe r fo rmance 
and to advise the Aus t ra l ian Transpor t Adv isory Counci l o n u n i f o r m codes cover ing traff ic 
laws, dr iver l icensing and traff ic m a n a g e m e n t 

M e e t i n g s we re he ld in Ade la ide in October . 1 9 7 6 and in Me lbou rne in Apr i l and June , 
1 9 7 7 

The C o m m i t t e e dea l t w i t h such mat te rs as the w e a r i n g of ch i ld rest ra in ts , the rest r ic t ion on 
the r id ing of the m o r e power fu l mo to r cycles by learners and prov is iona l r iders, un i fo rm i t y 
o f road acc ident s tat is t ics and c o o r d i n a t i o n of data on acc iden ts dr ivers l icences and 
veh ic le reg is t ra t ions recogn i t i on of learners permi ts he ld by v is i tors f r o m other Sta tes and 
Terr i tor ies, use of speed de- res t r i c t ion s igns, the prov is ion and use of specia l pa ths for 
b icyc les : compu lso ry use of mo to r cyc le head lamps du r ing day l igh t hours rev iew of speed 
l im i t s : and exchange b e t w e e n Sta tes and Terr i tor ies on i n fo rma t i on about d isqua l i f ied 
dr ivers 

CONFERENCE OF A U S T R A L I A N A N D N E W Z E A L A N D 
R O A D T R A N S P O R T A U T H O R I T I E S 

The annua l mee t i ng of representat ives of the t ranspor t au thor i t ies f r om each Sta te and 
f rom N e w Zealand w a s helc to consider deve lopmen ts and p rob lems of c o m m o n concern , 
to share exper iences in these mat te rs and to deve lop and ma in ta in , as far as poss ib le , 
un i fo rm admin i s t ra t i ve pol ic ies 

The 2 7 t h Con fe rence w a s he ld in Apr i l . 1 9 7 7 A w i d e range o f top ics was d iscussed 
inc lud ing n e w leg is la t ion in - roduced by the var ious au thor i t ies s ince the p rev ious mee t i ng , 
mat te rs re la t ing to the carr iage of goods by road and passenger t ranspor t services road 
ma in tenance charges and va f f i c safety measures 

TRAFFIC A U T H O R I T Y OF N E W SOU T H W A L E S 

The Traff ic A u t h o r i t y w a s f o r m e d on 1st J u n e . 1 9 7 6 to assume the overal l con t ro l and 
m a n a g e m e n t of road traf f ic, to e l im ina te the pre-ex is t ing f ragmen ted cont ro l in t raf f ic 
mat te rs and to f i l l a need for a single dec i s ion -mak ing body w i t h par t icu lar emphas is on the 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f traff ic m a n a g e m e n t po l ic ies, p r o g r a m m e s and pr ior i t ies for the w h o l e 
Sta te 

The m e m b e r s of the Traff ic Au tho r i t y compr i se the Commiss ioner for M o t o r Transpor t 
(Chai rman) , the Commiss ioner for M a i n Roads, the Commiss ioner of Pol ice, a 
C o m m i s s i o n e r o f t h e S t a t e P l a n n i n g and E n v i r o n m e n t C o m m i s s i o n a n d t w o 
representa t ives of Local Gove rnmen t The Chief Commiss ioner of the Publ ic Transport 
C o m m i s s i o n and a representa t ive of the Sta te Branch of the Transpor t W o r k e r s ' Un ion of 
Aust ra l ia assist the Au tho r i t y in its de l ibera t ions 



Under the Traf f ic A u t h o r i t y A c t . the Traf f ic A u t h o r i t y o f N e w Sou th Wa les is requ i red to 
s u b m i t i ts o w n A n n u a l Repor t to Par l iament . I ts ac t iv i t ies , there fore , are not de ta i led in th is 
repor t 

TAX I A D V I S O R Y C O U N C I L 

The Counc i l w a s es tab l i shed in 1 9 6 6 by the Min is ter for Transpor t to advise h i m o n 
mat te rs o f po l icy re la t ing t o the tax i -cab indus t ry in the Me t ropo l i t an . N e w c a s t l e and 
W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t Dist r ic ts. I ts m e m b e r s are the Commiss ioner for M o t o r Transpor t 
(Chai rman) , the Commiss ioner o f Pol ice, the Under Secretary , M in i s t r y of Transpor t and 
H ighways , and representat ives of tax i -cab o w n e r s , tax i -cab dr ivers and the pub l ic 

Counc i l ' s ac t iv i t ies du r ing the year inc luded the c o n t i n u a t i o n of the func t ion t o ensure t ha t 
serv ices by tax i -cabs in the three Transpor t D is t r ic ts w e r e adequa te t o mee t pub l ic needs 

Resul t ing f r o m Counc i l ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 

(i) 6 8 add i t iona l tax i -cabs w i l l be l icensed in the M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t Dist r ic t . 

(ii) 1 0 areas, de f i ned by geograph ica l boundar ies , in lieu of 2 3 d is t r i c ts , we re des igna ted 
in the M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t D is t r ic t to a l low rest r ic ted tax i -cabs to opera te more 
freely over a w ide r area. 

(iii) Rest r ic t ions on area tax i -cabs in the M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t Dis t r ic t w e r e l i f ted f r o m 
n o o n on Saturdays to m idn igh t on Sundays and on publ ic ho l idays. This means that 
a l l tax i -cabs are able to occupy any tax i - s tand in the M e t r o p o l i t a n T ranspor t D is t r ic t 
at t imes w h e n , in the past, tax i pa t rons exper ienced d i f f i cu l ty in ob ta i n i ng service. 
The eas ing of res t r i c t ions is on a six m o n t h s t r ia l basis 

PUBLICITY A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E FOR E D U C A T I O N IN R O A D SAFETY 

This is a C o m m i t t e e compr i s i ng representat ives of each Sta te t raf f ic sa fe ty educa t i on 
au thor i t y and the C o m m o n w e a l t h Depa r tmen t of Transpor t Its f unc t i on is to p roduce and 
i m p l e m e n t co -o rd i na ted p lans for t h e p roduc t i on and d is t r ibu t ion of t ra f f ic sa fe ty educa t ion 
mater ia l used na t iona l l y and pa id for o u t of C o m m o n w e a l t h G o v e r n m e n t funds . 

U R B A N T R A N S P O R T A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E 

This C o m m i t t e e compr i ses the Under Secretary . M in i s t r y o f Transpor t and H i g h w a y s 
(Chai rman) , the Chief Commiss ione r . Publ ic Transpor t C o m m i s s i o n . Commiss ioner for 
M o t o r Transpor t , Commiss ioner o f Pol ice. President o f the M a r i t i m e Serv ices Board , 
Commiss ione r for M a i n Roads, a Commiss ioner o f the N e w Sou th W a l e s P lann ing and 
Env i ronment C o m m i s s i o n , and the Under Secretary , the Treasury. 

The C o m m i t t e e ' s char ter is t o assist in the co -o rd ina t i on o f the func t i ons of the var ious 
s tate t ranspor t i ns t rumenta l i t i es and o f u rban t ranspor ta t ion p lann ing w i t h land-use 
p lann ing t h r o u g h o u t the s tate It a lso ident i f ies w a y s and means o f ensur ing o p t i m u m and 
ef f ic ient use of ex is t ing and fu tu re t ranspor t m o d e s , sys tems and corr idors , and advises the 
M in is te r for Transpor t and H i g h w a y s on pr ior i t ies for t ranspor t p lann ing and i nves tmen t 

S T A N D I N G C O M M I T T E E O N D R O U G H T RELIEF 

This D e p a r t m e n t is represented on the S tand ing C o m m i t t e e on D r o u g h t Rel ief w h i c h is an 
i n te r -depa r tmen ta l body appo in ted for the purpose o f adv is ing the Cabinet S u b - C o m m i t t e e 
on Drough t Rel ief 

It compr ises representat ives, respect ive ly , of the Depa r tmen ts o f Ag r i cu l t u re (Chai rman) . 
M o t o r Transpor t . Decent ra l i sa t ion and Deve lopmen t . Treasury, t h e Wa te r Conserva t ion 
and I r r igat ion C o m m i s s i o n , the Closer S e t t l e m e n t Adv i so ry Board , the W e s t e r n Lands 
C o m m i s s i o n and the Publ ic Transpor t C o m m i s s i o n (Rail Div is ion). 

O M N I B U S A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E 

The C o m m i t t e e , w h i c h has f unc t i oned s ince 1 9 6 7 . w a s estab l ished to advise the 
Commiss ioner o n ma t te r s re la t ing to the ope ra t i on o f pr ivate ly o w n e d m o t o r o m n i b u s 
services w i t h i n the Me t ropo l i t an . Newcas t l e and W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t D is t r ic ts w i t h 
par t icu lar reference to — 

• App l i ca t i ons for ex tens ion or reduc t ion o f serv ices, a l te ra t ions t o schedu les , rev iew of 
t ime tab les and n e w serv ices in those cases w h e r e such app l i ca t ions m i g h t invo lve 
con f l i c t i ng in teres ts , or w h e r e the pub l ic in terest m igh t be invo lved . 

• The ma in tenance and i m p r o v e m e n t of the s tandard of serv ice to the publ ic . 
• Any o ther ma t te r a f fec t ing the pr iva te o m n i b u s indust ry genera l ly . 

The C o m m i t t e e compr i ses the Chief Supe r i n tenden t o f the Depa r tmen t of M o t o r Transpor t 
(Chai rman) , the M e t r o p o l i t a n Regional Supe r i n tenden t o f the D e p a r t m e n t of M o t o r 
Transpor t , t w o representa t ives o f the pr iva te bus indust ry and an of f icer o f the Transpor t 
W o r k e r s ' Un ion w h o represents emp loyees o f the pr iva te o m n i b u s industry . 



The C o m m i t t e e m e t on o n e occas ion du r ing the report year and examined , a m o n g other 
th ings , a proposal for the a l te ra t ion to pr iva te bus service l icence cond i t ions for t ravel by 
school ch i ldren 

A s a result the service l icences we re a m e n d e d to increase the m a x i m u m age of a school 
ch i ld to under 19 years the hours of school concess ion travel we re e x t e n d e d : and the 
m a x i m u m fee for a rep lacement schoo l t ravel pass w a s f ixed at $ 2 

C O M M I T T E E OF REVIEW - PENSIONER S U B S I D Y S C H E M E 

Concur rent ly w i t h the i n t roduc t ion on 1st Ma rch , 1 9 6 8 of the Pensioner Subsidy Scheme a 
C o m m i t t e e o f Rev iew w a s es tab l i shed to examine and make r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s in respect 
of app l i ca t ions f rom bus opera to rs w h o cons idered that the a m o u n t o f subsidy pa id by the 
Gove rnmen t d id no t adequate ly c o m p e n s a t e t h e m for revenue losses f rom concess ion 
fares for pens ioners The m e m b e r s are the Depu ty Chief Super in tenden t . D e p a r t m e n t o f 
M o t o r Transpor t (Cha i rman ! and o n e representa t ive each f r o m the Bus Propr ietors 
Assoc ia t i on (N S W I and the M in is t r y of Transpor t and H i g h w a y s 

The C o m m i t t e e m e t on three occas ions du r ing the report year to examine 1 7 app l ica t ions 
— invo lv ing 3 8 serv ices A r i s i ng f rom the C o m m i t t e e ' s r ecommenda t i ons , increases in 
ind iv idual subsidies we~e g ran ted in respect of 2 1 serv ices, wh i l s t in one case the 
C o m m i t t e e requested that fur ther i n f o rma t i on be supp l ied Ol the rema-n ing app l i ca t ions 
subs id ies we re reduced in respect of th ree serv ices wh i l s t 1 3 services d id no t w a r r a n t an 
increase in subsidy 

N E W LEGISLATION 

MOTOR VEHICLES ( T A X A T I O N ) ACT. 1 9 7 6 

This leg is lat ion, w h i c h w a s assen ted to on 2 5 t h October . 1 9 7 6 . prescr ibes the a m o u n t s o f 
tax payable on m o t o r vehic le reg is t ra t ions c o m m e n c i n g on or after 1st November , 1 9 7 6 

The e f fec t was to increase the reg is t ra t ion w e i g h t tax and tax levy by 3 3 - 1 3 % The 
prev ious ra tes had been in force s ince 1st January . 1 9 7 2 

Provis ion was also m a d e for the rates of reg is t ra t ion w e i g h t tax and tax levy based on 
imper ia l we igh t s to be rep laced by rates based on met r ic w e i g h t s f r om a later da te , w h i c h 
w a s subsequent ly f ixed as 1st Ju ly , 1 9 7 7 

METRIC CONVERSION ACT, 1 9 7 5 

This A c t prov ides for the w e i g h t s and measures in leg is la t ion admin is te red by var ious 
Depa r tmen ts to be conver ted f r o m imper ia l to met r ic te rms The a m e n d m e n t s requ i red to 
the M o t o r Traff ic Ac t Transpor t Ac t M o t o r Veh ic les Taxat ion M a n a g e m e n t Ac t and the 
Road Ma in tenance (Con t r i bu t i on ! Ac t w e r e p roc la imed to take ef fect f r om 1st Ju ly . 1 9 7 7 

T R A N S P O R T l A M E N D M E N T l ACT. 1 9 7 6 

This leg is lat ion, w h i c h a m e n d e d the prov is ions of the Transpor t A c t . 1 9 3 0 , re lat ive to the 
p a y m e n t o f re t i rement g ra tu i t ies to Depa r tmen ta l employees, c a m e in to force on 17 th 
December , 1 9 7 6 

Prior to th is a m e n d m e n t the Transpor t A c t p rov ided for an of f icer w i t h not less than 10 
years ' serv ice w h o w a s no t a con t r i bu to r to a superannua t ion or re t i rement fund , to receive 
a re t i rement g ra tu i t y equ iva len t to t w o w e e k s ' salary or w a g e s for each c o m p l e t e year of 
service. The amend ing Ac t prov ides t ha t f r o m 1 st Ap r i l . 1 9 7 6 , the g ra tu i t y payable to such 
off icer for each c o m p l e t e year o f serv ice is equ iva len t to — 

• 2 w e e k s ' salarv or w a g e s — for not less than 1 0 but less than 2 0 years ' service. 
• 2 . 3 5 weeks ' salary or w a g e s — for no t less than 2 0 but less than 3 0 years ' service. 
• 2 7 5 weeks ' sa an / or w a g e s — for not less than 3 0 bu t less than 4 0 years serv ice, or 
• 3 w e e k s ' salary or w a g e s — for no t less than 4 0 years ' service. 

N E W REGULATIONS 

A U T H O R I S E D INSPECTION OF VEHICLES 

A m e n d m e n t s to the M o t o r Traff ic Regula t ions w h i c h took ef fect on 3 0 t h Sep tember . 
1 9 7 6 gave legal s ta tus to the Au tho r i sed Inspec t ion S ta t i on scheme, w h i c h had been 
conduc ted since its i n t roduc t ion in 1 9 3 9 by admin is t ra t i ve a r rangements m a d e by the 
D e p a r t m e n t w i t h o ropne to rs of su i table serv ice s ta t ions and m o t o r vehic le repairers. 

I I 



The Regula t ions p rov ide for — 

• the p roduc t i on o f cer t i f icates of inspect ion in connec t i on w i t h m o t o r veh ic le 
reg is t ra t ions and renewals of reg is t ra t ion 

• the a p p o i n t m e n t of Au tho r i sed Inspec t ion S ta t ions and A u t h o r i s e d Examiners 

• the l o d g e m e n t of a secur i ty fee o f $ 1 0 0 or o f a guaran tee for tha t a m o u n t in an 
approved f o r m 

• p rocedures for t ak i ng disc ip l inary ac t ion aga ins t A u t h o r i s e d Inspec t ion S ta t i on 
propr ie tors and examiners . 

• appeals to Cour ts of Petty Sessions against dec is ions m a d e by the Commiss ione r to 
refuse, cance l or suspend the a p p o i n t m e n t o f p ropr ie tors and examiners . 

INCREASES IN T H I R D PARTY I N S U R A N C E P R E M I U M S 

The M o t o r Veh ic les (Third Party Insurance) Regu la t ions w e r e a m e n d e d to increase the 
m a x i m u m rates o f p r e m i u m payable in respect of th i rd par ty pol ic ies c o m m e n c i n g on and 
after 1st January . 1 9 7 7 . In mos t cases, the increases w e r e based on the r ise of 1 2 . 2 % in 
the Consumer Price Index for Sydney for the year ended 3 0 t h Sep tember . 1 9 7 6 By w a y of 
examp le , the p r e m i u m for a mo to r car garaged in the M e t r o p o l i t a n area w a s increased 
f r o m $ 8 3 to $ 9 3 

A n excep t i on to the genera l increase w a s m a d e in respect of m o t o r cycles f i t ted w i t h 
eng ines of m o r e than 2VJ horsepower The p r e m i u m s w e r e reduced to those appl icable to 
mo to r cars, resu l t ing in a decrease f rom $ 1 5 0 to $ 9 3 for m o t o r cyc les in the M e t r o p o l i t a n 
and W o l l o n g o n g p r e m i u m dis t r ic ts and f r o m $ 1 0 5 to $ 8 1 for those in the N e w c a s t l e 
p r e m i u m d is t r i c t and coun t ry areas. 

A U S T R A L I A N D E S I G N RULES 

The M o t o r Traf f ic Regu la t ions were a m e n d e d to require n e w m o t o r vehic les t o c o m p l y w i t h 
fur ther Aus t ra l i an Des ign Rules (ADR) for M o t o r Veh ic le Safety . 

The f o l l ow ing n e w Des ign Rules w e r e incorpora ted in the Regu la t ions — 

• A D R 3A. w h i c h speci f ies revised requ i rements for seat anchorages in m o t o r cars and 
s ta t ion w a g g o n s manu fac tu red f r o m 1st Janua ry . 1 9 7 7 . 

• A D R 2 8 A . w h i c h de f ines revised requ i rements on ex te rna l noise e m i t t e d by heavy 
m o t o r veh ic les manu fac tu red f r o m 1st Ju ly . 1 9 7 9 and to all o the r vehic les (except 
p lant and m o t o r cycles) manu fac tu red f r o m 1st January , 1 9 8 0 

• A D R 3 6 , p rov id ing for cont ro l of exhaus t emiss ions f rom heavy d u t y vehic les w i t h a 
gross w e i g h t o f 4 .5 tonnes or less manu fac tu red f r o m 1st Ju l y , 1 9 7 8 : to m u l t i 
purpose vehic les (such as Landrovers) manu fac tu red f rom 1st January . 1 9 7 9 : and to 
veh ic les w i t h a gross we igh t exceed ing 4 .5 t onnes manu fac tu red f r o m 1st Ju ly . 1 9 7 9 

The M o t o r Traff ic Regu la t ions we re also a m e n d e d t o p rov ide that Des ign Rule Number 3 4 
re la t ing to upper anchorages for ch i ld rest ra in ts , w h i c h prev ious ly app l ied on ly to m o t o r 
cars, app l ied also to s ta t ion w a g g o n s 

REFLECTIVE S I G N S A N D M A R K I N G S 

The M o t o r Traff ic Regu la t ions we re a m e n d e d to pe rm i t the use of re f lec t ive mater ia l on the 
s ides of m o t o r vehic les. This ma te r ia l , w h i c h is be ing used increasingly for badges, 
e m b l e m s and decora t i ve str ipes, enhances the v is ib i l i ty of vehic les at n ight . 

D A Y L I G H T O P E R A T I N G L A M P S 

The M o t o r Traf f ic Regu la t ions we re a m e n d e d to permi t the use of day l igh t ope ra t i ng l amps 
as a safety measure This enables mo to r vehic les to be f i t ted w i t h an add i t iona l l igh t source 
w h i c h enables a w h i t e l ight to be s h o w n w h e n the vehic le is be ing used w h i l e the park ing 
lamps and head lamps are sw i t ched off. 

W E A R I N G OF C H I L D RESTRAINTS BY C H I L D R E N 

The M o t o r Traf f ic Regula t ions we re a m e n d e d to p rov ide that , f r o m 1st Ma rch . 1 9 7 7 . the 
dr iver of a car (other t han a tax i -cab) , s ta t i on w a g g o n , u t i l i t y or panel van mus t no t pe rm i t a 
ch i ld under the age o f e igh t years to t ravel unres t ra ined if a su i tab le rest ra in t is ava i lab le in 
the vehic le The Regula t ions provide that in the case o f a ch i ld aged 12 m o n t h s or over, an 
adu l t seat be l t is a su i tab le restra int 

The a m e n d m e n t s also prov ide that if a m o t o r car or s ta t i on w a g g o n has f ron t and rear 



seats, the dr iver shal l not pe rm i t a ch i ld under the age of e igh t years t o t ravel unres t ra ined 
in the f ron t c o m p a r t m e n t if a rear seat pos i t i on is avai lable. 

A w i d e e x e m p t i o n c lause prov ides that the Regu la t ion does no t app ly if con t raven t ion is 
necessary for the sa fe ty or w e l l - b e i n g of the ch i ld or any o ther occupan t of the vehic le 

In add i t i on , the requ i rements d o not app ly to a ch i ld w h o is the holder of a doc to r ' s 
cer t i f i ca te s ta t ing t ha t for med ica l reasons, or because o f a physical cond i t i on , comp l i ance 
w o u l d be unreasonab le 

W h e r e a dr iver c o m m i t s an o f fence under the Regu la t ion , a pena l ty of $ 3 0 under the traf f ic 
i n f r ingement not ice s c h e m e is prescr ibed. 

C O N V E R S I O N OF I M P E R I A L W E I G H T S A N D M E A S U R E S 
TO METRIC T E R M S 

Regula t ions m a d e under the M o t o r Traf f ic Ac t . T ranspor t A c t . Me t ropo l i t an Traf f ic A c t . 
M o t o r Veh ic le Dr iv ing Ins t ruc to rs Ac t and M o t o r Veh ic les (Third Party Insurance) A c t we re 
a m e n d e d to p rov ide for t h a convers ion f r o m 1st Ju ly . 1 9 7 7 . o f the var ious references to 
w e i g h t s and measures to met r ic te rms. 

LEGAL P R O C E E D I N G S A N D E N F O R C E M E N T 

C o m m e n t . Part iculars of conv ic t i ons under taken by the Depa r tmen t for o f fences against 
the A c t s and Regula t ions admin is te red by i t . and heard in Cour ts o f Petty Sessions, 
pr imar i ly at Redfern. W o l l o n g o n g and Newcas t l e , are s h o w n in Append ix 10. There w e r e 
few appeals aga ins t such conv ic t i ons to Super ior Courts . 

A cons iderab le n u m b e r of ac t ions w e r e taken in the c iv i l j u r i sd ic t ion of Cour ts of Pet ty 
Sessions and the Dist r ic t Court , Sydney, to recover m o n e y s due to the Depa r tmen t under 
the Road Ma in tenance (Cont r ibu t ion) A c t . 1 9 5 8 , and the M o t o r Traff ic Ac t . J u d g m e n t s so 
ob ta i ned we re en fo rced bo th w i t h i n and ou ts ide the Sta te . 

Appea l s t o Cour ts o f Pet ty Sessions aga ins t the dec is ion o f the Commiss ione r t o cance l , 
suspend or refuse l icences under the M o t o r Traf f ic Ac t or the Transpor t A c t w e r e heard in 
large n u m b e r s du r ing th is year M o s t of the appeals we re against the cance l la t ion by the 
Commiss ione r o f f i rst year p rov is iona l l icences In all ca tegor ies of appeals the Cour ts 
d ismissed the large major i t y o f t h e m w i t h or w i t h o u t a var ia t ion of the Commiss ione r ' s 
dec is ion. In all appeals , the D e p a r t m e n t w a s represented at the hear ing , and all the 
ev idence upon w h i c h the Commiss ione r had based his dec is ion t o cance l , suspend or 
refuse a l i cence w a s tende red to the Cour t for i ts inspect ion and w a s avai lab le for perusal 
by the appe l lan t or his legal representat ive before the hear ing 

A smal l , but increas ing, n u m b e r o f appeals we re aga ins t the refusal or cance l la t ion of a 
l icence on med ica l g rounds . In appropr ia te cases, a Med i ca l Off icer of the Depa r tmen t 
a t t e n d e d Cour t to g ive ev idence in such appeals , w h e t h e r they we re heard in the Sydney 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Area or in the coun t ry ci t ies and t o w n s W h e r e refusal o f a l icence w a s based 
o n fai lure to pass a d r i v ing test , the Depa r tmen ta l examiner w h o c o n d u c t e d the test 
a t tended Cour t t o g ive ev idence and w a s avai lab le for c ross -examina t ion by the appe l lan t 
or his legal representa t ive . 

Dur ing the report year there w e r e three appeals against the Commiss ioner ' s dec is ion to 
suspend or cancel A u t h o r i s e d Inspec t ion S ta t ion au thor i t ies In each case, the appea l w a s 
d ismissed However , in one case, the per iod o f suspens ion w a s reduced f rom six t o three 
mon ths . 

R o a d M a i n t e n a n c e ( C o n t r i b u t i o n ) A c t . The number o f p rosecu t ions launched for 
breaches o f th is Ac t . ma in ly for fa i lure t o f o r w a r d to the Depa r tmen t the requ i red records of 
journeys t rave l led o n the roads of N e w Sou th Wa les or for fa i lure to pay the prescr ibed 
charges for those journeys rema ined at approx ima te l y the same level as in the prev ious 
year. In appropr ia te cases, the l iabi l i ty o f d i rec tors of compan ies w h i c h had fa i led to c o m p l y 
w i t h the requ i remen ts o f the A c t w a s en fo rced by the p rosecu t ion of such d i rec tors , 
a l t hough , because o f legal comp lex i t i es , d i f f icu l t ies con t i nued t o be exper ienced w h e r e 
d i rec tors res ided ou ts ide the Sta te . 

S t a t e T r a n s p o r t ( C o - o r d i n a t i o n ) A c t . Conv ic t ions under th is Ac t rose by 9 0 % c o m p a r e d 
w i t h the prev ious year. The ma jo r i t y o f conv ic t i ons we re for ope ra t i ng or d r iv ing a tax i -cab 
con t ra ry t o the cond i t i ons of i ts l icence. 

T r a n s p o r t A c t . 1 9 3 0 . There w a s a large increase ( 2 4 5 for th is year c o m p a r e d to 1 3 8 for 
last year) in the n u m b e r o f conv ic t i ons for o f fences under th is A c t and i ts Regu la t ions d u e 
to the increased n u m b e r of b reaches de tec ted by of f icers of th is D e p a r t m e n t in respect of 
the ope ra t i on o f pub l ic vehic les, i nc lud ing tax i -cabs and buses Conv ic t ions of tax i -cab 
dr ivers for fa i l ing to carry out a h i r ing punc tua l l y increased by 1 0 0 % and those for fa i l ing t o 
accept a h i r ing by over 75%. 

M o t o r T r a f f i c A c t . Conv ic t ions under th is Ac t w e r e ma in ly for fa i l ing to no t i f y d isposa l of a 
vehic le , fa i l ing to app ly for t ransfer o f reg is t ra t ion and . in the case of heavy vehic les, for 
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exceed ing the p e r m i t t e d length , w i d t h or he igh t or for fa i l ing t o carry a c o m p l e t e d dr iver 's 
log book of the hours o f d r iv ing . 

S u m m a r y O f f e n c e s A c t . There we re t w o conv ic t i ons under th is Ac t of tax i -cab dr ivers for 
us ing unseemly wo rds . 

M o t o r V e h i c l e s T a x a t i o n M a n a g e m e n t A c t . There we re three conv ic t i ons under th is Ac t 
for fa i lure to pay the tax prescr ibed af ter a change in the use o f a c o m m e r c i a l goods 
vehic le . 



Motor Vehicle Registrations 
and Drivers' Licences 
i 

S U M M A R Y OF R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

V e h i c l e s . Under the M o t o r Traff ic A c t . all m o t o r veh ic les , except cer ta in e x e m p t classes, 
mus t be registered. Other l aws require tha t before reg is t ra t ion can be c o m p l e t e d m o t o r 
vehic le tax and s t a m p dut»r (where appl icable) mus t be pa id and th i rd par ty (bodi ly in jury) 
insurance, as descr ibed ir a later paragraph , mus t be e f fec ted 

D r i v e r s . The Mo to r Traffic Ac t also requires all mo to r vehic le dr ivers, except a few e x e m p t 
classes o f dr ivers, to be l icensed The l icence sys tem, bes ides prov id ing for learners ' per
m i t s and prov is ional l icences, inc ludes a number o f d i f fe rent c lasses of l icences w h i c h , as 
de ta i led in Append ix 1 5, d i s t ingu ish b e t w e e n vehic le types accord ing to w h e t h e r they are 
heavy, in pr ivate or pub l ic use, or m o t o r cycles. 

REGISTRATIONS A N D LICENCES 

S t a t i s t i c s . The f o l l o w i n g paragraphs set ou t the pr inc ipa l s ta t is t ics as at 3 0 t h June . 1 9 7 7 
bu t de ta i led i n fo rma t ion and compar i sons ex tend ing over some years appear i n — 
• A p p e n d i x 13 — Tota l reg is t ra t ions in force for vehic les o f va r ious types 
• A p p e n d i x 14 — Brand n e w vehic les reg is tered du r ing the year. 
• A p p e n d i x 15 — Dr iv ing l icences in force 

V e h i c l e R e g i s t r a t i o n s in Fo rce . On 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 7 m o t o r vehic le reg is t ra t ions had r isen 
t o a fur ther record level o f 2 . 7 0 6 . 7 4 2 — 8 2 . 8 5 5 (3.2%) more than the p rev ious year. 

B r a n d N e w V e h i c l e s . Reg is t ra t ions of b rand n e w vehic les in N e w Sou th Wa les to ta l led 
2 4 9 , 3 3 7 this year as aga ins t 2 3 7 , 0 9 6 last year — an increase o f 1 2 . 2 4 1 (5.2%). 

D r i v e r s ' L i cences . On 5 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 7 to ta l d r i v ing l icences — vehic le dr ivers and cycle 
r iders — n u m b e r e d 2 , 7 4 3 , 8 9 1 an increase o f 1 0 9 . 8 5 2 (4%). 
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V o l u m e of B u s i n e s s . From the fo rego ing f igures it w i l l be clear t ha t huge numbers o f t ran
sact ions mus t be c o m p l e t e d each day as a mat te r of course M a n y classes of bus iness d o 
no t requi re personal a t t endance at a M o t o r Regis t ry and . a l t hough a con t i nu ing c a m p a i g n 
is be ing c o n d u c t e d to encourage use by the pub l ic of D e p a r t m e n t a l Of f ices w h e r e poss ib le , 
the v o l u m e of bus iness by ma i l r ema ined subs tan t ia l M o d e r n spec ia l ised e q u i p m e n t is 
used to assemble mai l and has aga in been used to ful l advan tage this year 

P r o v i s i o n a l L i c e n c e s . This sys tem, p rov id ing for a specia l t ype of l icence for n e w dr ivers, 
has been in ope ra t i on s ince the beg inn ing of 1 9 6 6 Its m a i n fea tures as regards the c o n 
sequences o f the c o m m i s s i o n o f ser ious t ra f f ic o f fences are desc r ibed later in th is sec t ion 
toge ther w i t h s o m e s ta t is t ics abou t w i t h d r a w a l of prov is iona l l icences 

T h r e e Year L i c e n c e s . In accordance w i t h G o v e r n m e n t po l icy , a s c h e m e w a s in t roduced on 
1st Ju ly . 1 9 6 8 to enable dr ivers to r e n e w their l icences for a per iod of three years if they so 
desire. The l icences are not issued to persons w h o have a t ta ined the age of 77 years or to 
l icensees w h o w o u l d be sub jec t to a med ica l rev iew w i t h i n a three year per iod af ter 
app l i ca t ion for renewa l o f l icence. Ho lders of pub l ic vehic le l icences are no t p e r m i t t e d to 
o b t a i n a three year l icence In add i t i on , prov is iona l l icences are issued for o n e year only. 

G r a d e d L i cences fo r M o t o r C y c l e R ide rs . A sys tem of g raded l icences for m o t o r cyc l is ts 
w a s i n t roduced on 1st Janua ry . 1 9 7 7 as a sa fe ty measure for n e w r iders A mo to r cyc le 
learner 's pe rm i t or prov is iona l r ider 's l icence issued to a pe rson w h o has not prev ious ly 
he ld a dr iver 's or r ider 's l icence for m o r e than 12 m o n t h s con ta ins a cond i t i on tha t the 
ho lder m u s t not r ide a m o t o r cyc le w i t h an eng ine capac i t y exceed ing 2 5 0 mi l l i l i t res 

C o m p e t e n c y t e s t s f o r D r i ve r a n d R ider L i c e n c e A p p l i c a n t s . C o m m e n c i n g o n 1st 
Augus t . 1 9 6 8 the d u t y o f tes t ing app l i can ts for dr ivers ' and r iders ' l icences in the Sydney 
Me t ropo l i t an . Newcas t l e and W o l l o n g o n g areas, K a t o o m b a , Gos fo rd , W y o n g . M a i t l a n d , 
Cessnock, R a y m o n d Terrace, N o w r a . K iama. W a g g a W a g g a and A lbury w a s t ransfer red, in 
s tages, f r o m the Police Depa r tmen t to the Depa r tmen t of M o t o r Transpor t The n u m b e r of 
Dr iver Tes t ing Cent res c o n d u c t e d by the Depa r tmen t is 3 2 and the n u m b e r o f Dr iver Ex
aminers , emp loyed by the Depar tmen t , is 8 2 

In the report year. Depa r tmen ta l dr iver examiners conduc ted 1 8 3 . 9 2 0 tests for l icences. 
Passes w e r e ach ieved in 1 0 8 . 7 1 2 (59%) of these tests 

I ssue o f S p e c i a l N u m b e r P la tes . On 2 n d June . 1 9 6 9 a scheme w a s in t roduced to a l l ow 
the issue o f persona l ised number p la tes u p o n p a y m e n t of a charge o f S 2 5 . w h i c h w a s in 
creased to S 3 5 on 2 2 n d December . 1 9 7 5 . The scheme prov ides mo to r i s t s w i t h an oppor
tun i ty t o select n u m b e r p la tes w i t h a par t icu lar c o m b i n a t i o n of le t ters p rov id ing that p la tes 
are avai lable in the chosen let ter series Issues are m a d e f rom the t w o le t te r - th ree numera l 
black and w h i t e ser ies as we l l as the three le t te r - th ree numera l ye l l ow and black series O ld 
style numer i ca l p la tes are not issued 

The scheme has p roved very popu lar w i t h mo to r i s t s and because the d e m a n d in s o m e 
series of b lack and w h i t e p la tes exceeded the supply avai lable, the range o f numbers has 
been ex tended to t w o le t ter - four numera ls w h e n the t w o le t te r - th ree numera l series are 
exhausted A l so , except for the " R A A " to " T Z Z " series ( w h i c h at th is s tage are reserved for 
use in Sou th Aust ra l ia only) and some o ther i so la ted excep t ions , persona l ised n u m b e r 
p la tes are n o w avai lab le to mo to r i s t s f r om the w h o l e range of three letter comb ina t i ons in 
the ye l l ow and black series. 

There we re 2 7 , 4 7 1 app l i ca t ions rece ived du r ing the report year. The revenue — $ 9 6 1 , 4 8 5 
— der ived f r o m the issue of the p la tes w a s used to of fset the ope ra t i ng costs of the 
Depa r tmen t ' s Traff ic Acc iden t Research Un i t 

N u m b e r P la tes fo r C o n s u l a r V e h i c l e s . A n e w sty le o f n u m b e r p la te for use on vehic les 
o w n e d by accred i ted Consular Off ic ia ls w a s b rough t in to use in M a r c h . 1 9 7 7 These p lates, 
w h i c h have the let ters " C C " and four numera ls and the w o r d s "Consu la r C o r p s " in w h i t e o n 
a b lue backg round , are avai lab le to b o t h Consuls de Carr iere and Honora ry Consu ls The 
n e w s ty le p la tes w i l l eventua l l y replace the "CdeC" n u m b e r p la tes at present on issue to 
Consu ls de Carr iere. 

C l e a n A i r A c t a n d R e g u l a t i o n s . The Commiss ioner for M o t o r Transpor t is advised by the 
Sta te Po l lu t ion Cont ro l C o m m i s s i o n w h i c h admin is te rs the Ac t of any no t i ce of suspens ion 
of a reg is t ra t ion served on a veh ic le o w n e r ; and of the p roh ib i t i on of the reg is t ra t ion o f a 
m o t o r vehic le Dur ing the repor t year the Commiss ioner w a s adv ised of the suspens ion o f 
the reg is t ra t ions of 4 0 vehic les. 

M O T O R REGISTRIES 

Loca l Fac i l i t i e s P r o v i d e d . W i t h the ob jec t of p rov id ing the best poss ib le serv ice to the 
pub l ic and g iv ing prac t icab le e f fec t to the po l icy of decen t ra l i s ing t h e Depa r tmen t ' s ac
t iv i t ies. M o t o r Registr ies are es tab l i shed in suburbs of the Me t ropo l i t an area of Sydney, in 
the N e w c a s t l e and W o l l o n g o n g areas and in many of the ma in coun t ry c i t ies and t o w n s 
t h r o u g h o u t the Sta te . 

Reg i s t r y O p e r a t i o n s , N u m b e r a n d L o c a t i o n . At the major i t y o f coun t ry M o t o r Registr ies 
the w o r k is hand led by Police in con junc t i on w i t h their no rma l Pol ice du t ies However , at 
mos t larger count ry cent res and in a n u m b e r of suburbs of Sydney separa te of f ices, 
m a n n e d by of f icers of th is Depar tmen t , have been es tab l i shed and these p rov ide local 



fac i l i t ies for c o m p l e t i n g a w ide r var ie ty of t ransac t ions b e t w e e n mo to r i s t s and the Depar t 
ment . The Registr ies c o n d u c t e d by the Depa r tmen t ' s o w n staff deal w i t h at least 9 5 % of all 
bus iness t ransacted at M o t o r Registr ies Deta i ls o f revenue co l lec t ions at t h e m are g iven in 
A p p e n d i x 12. 

M o t o r Registr ies c o n d u c t e d by the Depa r tmen t to ta l 7 0 (exc lud ing the M o t o r Registry 
Sec t ion at Head Off ice) wh i l s t M o t o r Registr ies conduc ted by the Police to ta l 1 7 9 Deta i ls 
of the M o t o r Registr ies in ope ra t i on are s h o w n in Append ix 1 1 . 

The Depa r tmen t has conduc ted a pub l i c i t y campa ign s ince 1 9 6 6 encourag ing mo to r i s t s to 
take greater advan tage o f the fac i l i t ies avai lab le at Depa r tmen ta l M o t o r Registr ies The 
success o f the c a m p a i g n is ev ident by the c o n t i n u i n g r ise in the v o l u m e of vehic le and 
l icence renewals hand led by Depa r tmen ta l M o t o r Regist r ies In the report year these i t ems 
to ta l led 3 . 2 6 9 . 3 0 4 an increase o f 1 2 6 . 1 4 2 over the prev ious year 

R e n e w a l s P a y m e n t s O f f i c e s . The Renewa ls Payments Off ices estab l ished by the Depart 
m e n t in the N R M A Bu i ld ing . C larence Street and the G I 0 Bu i ld ing . El izabeth St reet , 
have con t i nued to p rov ide a conven ien t faci l i ty for mo to r i s t s to renew vehic le reg is t ra t ions 
and d r i v ing l icences in the inner Ci ty area. A n o t h e r Renewals Payments Off ice is s i tua ted in 
the Roselands Regiona l S h o p p i n g Cent re and th is prov ides a conven ien t serv ice to 
moto r i s ts v is i t ing the cent re 

The issue o f learners ' pe rm i t s , a serv ice not f o rmer l y avai lab le at these of f ices, is be ing in
t roduced as a c c o m m o d a t i o n pe rm i t s 

S ta t i s t i cs for the year under rev iew in respect of these off ices as c o m p a r e d to the prev ious 
year are as f o l l o w s — 

R e g i s t r a t i o n a n d 
L i c e n c e R e n e w a l s R e v e n u e C o l l e c t e d 

1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 
N R . M A Bui ld ing 1 0 2 . 0 3 1 1 0 5 . 9 1 0 S 6 . 2 4 1 . 8 4 5 $ 7 , 1 7 9 , 5 9 3 
G.I.O Bui ld ing 5 7 . 5 4 2 6 1 . 5 9 8 $ 3 , 5 6 9 , 1 5 5 $ 4 , 1 6 4 , 0 5 1 
Roselands 6 3 , 2 1 3 6 3 . 8 2 5 $ 3 , 7 9 2 , 8 8 0 $ 4 , 2 4 8 , 0 3 8 

S t a n d a r d s o f S e r v i c e . Frequent inspect ions o f Depa r tmen ta l M o t o r Regist r ies are m a d e 
by senior off icers in the in terests o f e f f ic iency and to ensure p rem ises and e q u i p m e n t are 
kep t in g o o d order Add i t i ona l staff w a s prov ided at a n u m b e r o f M o t o r Regist r ies du r ing 
the year to meet the increase in work . 

T e s t i n g o f a p p l i c a n t s for G e n e r a l L i cences u n d e r t h e W a t e r T r a f f i c R e g u l a t i o n s o n 
beha l f o f t h e M a r i t i m e S e r v i c e s B o a r d o f N S W . For some years an a r rangemen t has 
ex is ted b e t w e e n the D e p a r t m e n t and the M a r i t i m e Services Board of N S W . whe reby 
Depa r tmen ta l Mo to r Regis t ry o f f icers test app l icants for Genera l L icences under the Wa te r 
Traf f ic Regula t ions at cer ta in local i t ies w h e r e the Board has no emp loyees of its o w n Dur
ing the repor t year th is w o r k w a s carr ied out at 2 9 D e p a r t m e n t a l M o t o r Registr ies 

T H I R D PARTY I N S U R A N C E 

S c o p e of I n s u r a n c e . The insurance requ i red under the M o t o r Veh ic les (Third Party In 
surance) Ac t is against the l iab i l i ty o f the o w n e r and dr iver in respect of bod i ly in jury to any 
th i rd par ty ar is ing ou t of the neg l igen t use o f the mo to r vehic le . The insurance m u s t be 
e f fec ted w i t h an "author ised insurer " under the A c t . bu t co r respond ing cover issued in the 
h o m e S ta tes of o w n e r s is va l id as regards vehic les v is i t i ng N e w Sou th W a l e s f r o m other 
par ts of Aus t ra l ia . 

A u t h o r i s e d Insu re rs . On 3 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 7 au thor ised insurers n u m b e r e d six c o m p a r e d to 
seven on 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 6 

Ro le o f G o v e r n m e n t I n s u r a n c e O f f i c e . The Gove rnmen t Insurance Off ice of N S W . con 
t i nued to conduc t the great bulk of c o m p u l s o r y t h i rd par ty insurance (approx imate ly 68 9% 
c o m p a r e d to 9 8 3% the prev ious year), the p r e m i u m s for w h i c h are a lmos t invar iably pa id 
t o th is Depa r tmen t at the same t ime as o ther a m o u n t s due for vehic le reg is t ra t ion Net 
co l lec t ions this year reached a n e w record to ta l o f $ 1 7 5 , 4 9 4 , 3 1 1 a r ise o f $ 1 5 . 3 0 5 , 4 4 2 
on last year Commiss ion rece ived in th is c o n n e c t i o n and c red i ted to the Road Transport 
and Traf f ic Fund to ta l led $ 1 , 5 7 7 , 2 0 5 . 

P r e m i u m Ra tes . P r e m i u m rates for the var ious types of vehic les are prescr ibed by regula
t i on under the M o t o r Veh ic les (Third Party Insurance) Act Fo l l ow ing a dec is ion of the 
Gove rnmen t p r e m i u m rates w e r e var ied on 1 st January . 1 9 7 7 in l ine w i t h increases in the 
Consumer Price Index The prev ious increase w a s in 1 9 7 5 

T R A F F I C BREACHES 

I R e s p e c t i v e F u n c t i o n o f Po l i ce a n d M o t o r T r a n s p o r t D e p a r t m e n t s . For the most part 
en fo rcemen t of the M o t o r Traff ic A c t and Regula t ions, as they lay d o w n the ru les of the 
road for dr ivers genera l ly , is the respons ib i l i ty of the Police However , au thor ised of f icers of 
th is Depar tmen t assist to enforce par t icu lar requ i rements app ly ing t o dr ivers of c o m m e r c i a l 
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veh ic les — for examp le , rules regard ing load l im i ta t i ons and m a x i m u m per iods of d r i v ing 
S o m e s ta t is t ics of conv ic t i ons o n p roceed ings taken by th is D e p a r t m e n t in the repor t year 
appear in A p p e n d i x 10 The records of t raf f ic o f fences c o m m i t t e d by ind iv idua l mo to r i s t s 
are ma in ta ined by th is Depa r tmen t and . as requ i red, it suppl ies i n f o rma t i on f r o m t h e m to 
enable the Pol ice Traff ic Branch to deal w i t h repor ts of fur ther o f fences and to assist the 
Cour ts in their de te rm ina t i on o f appropr ia te pena l t ies 

N u m b e r o f O f f e n c e s . This year, the number of o f fences no ted on the Depa r tmen t ' s 
records increased to 3 2 3 , 5 8 8 as aga ins t 3 0 8 , 6 8 0 for the prev ious year In 2 4 1 . 2 4 5 o f 
these cases l iabi l i ty for the of fences had been sat is f ied by p a y m e n t of the appropr ia te 
pena l t ies under the " I n f r i ngemen t N o t i c e " sys tem. Conv ic t ions for the types of o f fences in 
vo lv ing au toma t i c d isqua l i f i ca t ion f r o m dr iv ing n u m b e r e d 1 9 . 8 9 4 w h i c h is 2 7 3 more than 
in 1 9 7 5 - 7 6 . 

Add i t i ona l i n fo rma t i on , inc lud ing de ta i l ed stat is t ics and exp lana to ry no tes , appears f o l l ow 
ing and in Append ix 16 

D I S Q U A L I F I C A T I O N OF DRIVERS 

P o w e r s o f C o u r t s t o D i s q u a l i f y . Dr ivers conv i c ted of spec i f ied ma jo r o f fences such as 
d r i v ing under the in f luence of a l coho l are. by l aw . d isqua l i f ied au tomat i ca l l y for spec i f ied 
per iods unless the Cour ts order o ther — that is longer or shor ter — per iods of d isqua l i f i ca
t ion. Cour ts may. for of fences of o ther types, f ix and impose a per iod of d i squa l i f i ca t ion 

D i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n s I m p o s e d . Dur ing the year the Cour ts f ound proved 2 1 . 0 9 1 major 
o f fences ( inc lud ing d r i v ing under the in f luence of a lcoho l and exceed ing the prescr ibed 
concen t ra t i on o f a lcoho l ) w h i c h are of a type w h i c h resul ts in au toma t i c d isqua l i f i ca t ion in 
the absence of a Court order to the con t ra ry 1,197 o f fenders w e r e d ischarged under Sec
t i on 5 5 6 A of the Cr imes A c t w i t h o u t conv i c t i on Of the 1 9 . 8 9 4 cases in w h i c h conv i c t i ons 
we re recorded , the s ta tu tory a u t o m a t i c per iod o f d isqua l i f i ca t ion o p e r a t e d in 5 . 0 1 4 in 
s tances bu t in the remain ing 1 4 , 8 8 0 the Cour ts imposed o ther , and usual ly shor ter , d is
qua l i f i ca t ion per iods 

In regard to d r i v ing under the in f luence o f a lcoho l . Sec t i on 5 5 6 A of the Cr imes Ac t w a s 
app l ied by the Cour ts to d ischarge w i t h o u t conv i c t i on 5 4 dr ivers ou t of the 1 ,220 b rough t 
before t h e m on such charges as c o m p a r e d w i t h 1 1 1 dr ivers out o f a to ta l of 1 ,559 last 
year 

Sec t ion 5 5 6 A of the Cr imes A c t w a s app l ied by the Cour ts to d ischarge w i t h o u t conv i c t i on 
1,092 dr ivers b rough t before t h e m on charges o f exceed ing the prescr ibed concen t ra t i on 
of a lcoho l . 1 6 . 1 3 5 dr ivers we re b rough t before the Cour ts on such charges 

There we re also 2 , 3 4 4 instances w h e r e Cour ts revoked the l i ce r ces of dr ivers conv i c ted for 
o ther o f fences w h i c h do not incur a u t o m a t i c d isqua l i f i ca t ion . 

P o w e r s o f C o m m i s s i o n e r . The Commiss ioner as the l i cens ing au thor i t y is e m p o w e r e d by 
the Regu la t ions for M o t o r Traffic to suspend, cancel or refuse dr ivers ' l icences Any person 
so depr ived or re fused a l icence may appeal to a Cour t of Pet ty Sessions against the C o m 
miss ioner 's dec is ion 

The Commiss ione r ' s exercise o f these p o w e r s in the l ight o f mo to r i s t s ' traff ic records is 
car r ied o u t as f o l l o w s — 

(a) H o l d e r s o f P r o v i s i o n a l L i cences . W h e r e the l icensee c o m m i t s a breach o f the c o n 
d i t i ons o f the l icence (i.e., exceeds 8 0 k i lomet res per hour or fai ls to d isplay " P " s igns) 
or c o m m i t s an of fence of the type spec i f ied in the l icence (see Append ix 1 5) the 
l icence is cance l led . Af ter a spec i f ied per iod (usual ly th ree mon ths ) a fur ther 
p rov is iona l l icence is issued prov ided the app l i can t makes a f resh app l i ca t ion , passes 
fu r ther d r i v ing , know ledge and eyes igh t tests and pays a fu r ther l icence fee 

In add i t i on to issuing prov is iona l l icences to n e w dr ivers and t o dr ivers w i t h u n 
sat is factory t raf f ic r e c c d s . p rov is iona l l icences are a lso issued w h e r e there is d o u b t 
regard ing the app l icants ' f i tness in v i ew of p rev ious conduc t or hab i ts A to ta l of 125 . -
6 8 6 prov is iona l dr ivers ' and r iders ' l icences w a s issued d u r i n g the year under rev iew. 

(b) Po in t s S y s t e m . Opera t ing separate ly f r o m the Prov is ional L icence Scheme, the 
Po in ts Sys tem by cost ing a t raf f ic o f fender a f ixed n u m b e r of po in t s for each traf f ic 
o f fence o f a par t icu lar type recorded , a l l ows a l icensee clear cut w a r n i n g w h e n the 
s tage is be ing reached w h e r e the Commiss ioner w i l l cons ider l icence suspens ion . It 
does not app ly to o f fences for w h i c h d isqua l i f i ca t ion is a u t o m a t i c Po in ts a l lo t ted for 
ind iv idua l o f fences range f r o m t w o to four accord ing to the nature o f the o f fence, and 
a dr iver or rider w h o accumu la tes a to ta l of t w e l v e or m o r e po in ts w i t h i n a per iod o f 
t w o years may have his l icence cance l led A dr iver or r ider w h o c o m e s w i t h i n t h i s 
ca tegory is a f forded a f inal oppo r tun i t y to c o m p l y w i t h the traf f ic l aws by the issue o f 
a p rov is iona l l icence w h e n his ful l l icence is cance l led As an a l te rna t ive , he may e lec t 
to rema in un l icensed for a per iod of three m o n t h s and then be re- issued w i t h a ful l 
l icence. 

Part iculars o f l icences suspended and cance l led by the Commiss ione r under the Points 
Sys tem and Prov is ional L icence Scheme du r ing the year are s h o w n in A p p e n d i x 16 
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Commercial Transport 
Services 
I 

GENERAL B A C K G R O U N D 

SPECIAL LEGISLAT ION A P P L I C A B L E 

L i c e n s i n g A c t s . There are t w o A c t s appl icable to c o m m e r c i a l road t ranspor t serv ices — 
the Transpor t Act . and the Sta te Transport (Co-ord inat ion) Ac t The pol icy f o l l owed under 
these A c t s for many years has been des igned to reduce or e l im ina te was te fu l compe t i t i on 
inc lud ing compe t i t i on w i t h S t a t e - o w n e d t ra in and bus services. 

Veh ic les are l icensed as goods vehic les, omn ibuses , tax i -cabs, pr ivate hire cars, tour ist 
vehic les and service vehic les. The cond i t ions of l icences ref lect a genera l pol icy but also, 
par t icu lar ly for passenger car ry ing vehic les, are var ied to suit ind iv idual c i rcumstances . 

S p e c i a l R e v e n u e M e a s u r e s . The pr inc ipa l S ta tu te in th is respect is the Road Ma in tenance 
(Cont r ibu t ion) A c t w h i c h imposes on heavy goods vehic les a t on -m i l e charge by reason of 
the wear and tear these vehic les cause t o the publ ic roads. 

O t h e r R e q u i r e m e n t s . Under the M o t o r Traff ic Ac t — the general "road ru les" leg is lat ion 
— several other cont ro ls , such as w e i g h t l im i ta t ions and m a x i m u m per iods of d r iv ing , are 
also appl icable to commerc ia l t ranspor t operators . 

I n t e r s t a t e T rade . Opera t ions in the course and for the purpose of in ters ta te t rade are not 
sub jec t to l icensing bu t vehic les and dr ivers mus t comp ly w i t h roadwor th iness and o ther 
sa fe-dr iv ing requ i rements . A s regards l iabi l i ty for charges under the Road Ma in tenance 
(Cont r ibu t ion) Ac t however , in ters ta te lorr ies are on the same foo t ing as their in t ras ta te 
coun te rpa r t s 

G O O D S VEHICLES 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E PRACTICES 

S t a t e T r a n s p o r t ( C o - o r d i n a t i o n ) A c t — 

A l icence under the Ac t is necessary for a m o t o r vehic le to be used for the conveyance of 
goods in N e w Sou th Wales . 

The l icences confer a genera l au thor i t y to convey goods of any nature t h roughou t the State 
w i t h o u t the payment of add i t iona l charges. 

A pe rm i t may. in cer ta in c i r cumstances , be issued t o author ise the conveyance of 
passengers on a goods mo to r vehic le . 

R o a d M a i n t e n a n c e ( C o n t r i b u t i o n ) A c t — 

Policies and pract ices based on exper ience con t inued this year A descr ip t ion of ma in 
features f o l l o w s — 

The motor vehic le tax normal ly payable is reduced by 3 3 - 1 / 3 % for lorr ies subject to 
th is A c t This is a s ta tu to ry concess ion w h i c h prior to 31s t December . 1 9 7 1 w a s 
a l l o w e d at the rate of 50%. The concess ion has appl ied s ince the incep t ion of the Ac t 
( in May . 1 9 5 8 ) for p r imary p roducers ' vehic les and f r o m the 1st January , 1 9 6 0 for 
o ther liable lorr ies. 

R e t u r n s are an essent ia l feature of Road Ma in tenance admin is t ra t i on and it is a 
requ i rement t ha t an owne r (unless he has en te red into an " A r r a n g e m e n t " ) shall , by 
the fou r teen th day of each m o n t h , fu rn ish an accurate dai ly record o f jou rneys m a d e 
du r ing the p reced ing m o n t h and pay the charges due. 
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A r r a n g e m e n t s The n u m b e r of o w n e r s w h o we re s u b m i t t i n g re tu rns in a s imp l i f ied 
manner on a mon th l y or quar ter ly basis as p rov ided in the Ac t decreased f rom 2 , 1 1 3 
at 3 0 t h June , 1 9 7 6 to 2 . 0 8 2 as at 3 0 t h June , 1 9 7 7 and the number of vehic les 
concerned decreased f r o m 1 5 , 7 1 0 to 1 4 , 5 7 7 The number of vehic les covered by 
quar ter ly " a r r a n g e m e n t s " — app l icab le main ly to p r imary p roducers ' vehic les 
increased du r ing the per iod under rev iew f rom 1 3 , 8 9 9 to 1 4 . 4 9 8 

These " a r r a n g e m e n t s " , wh i l s t fac i l i ta t ing the task of admin is te r ing the A c t . p rov ide 
rel ief for the many ind iv idual o w n e r s such as p r imary producers , w h o w o u l d be 
ser iously inconven ienced by the need to keep dai ly journey records 

E V A S I O N A N D ENFORCEMENT 

The Depa r tmen t con t i nued to take f i rm and reasonable en fo r cemen t measures in order to 
ensure, as far as possib le, p ro tec t i on of the revenue Road pat ro ls . Depa r tmen ta l Check ing 
S ta t ions and other sources repor ted 2 . 0 8 9 . 3 2 7 vehic le s ight ings and these cons t i t u ted the 
ma in basis for en fo rcemen t ac t ion. 

Off icers located in the Regional D is t r ic ts have been respons ib le for c lose superv is ion of 
road t ranspor t act iv i t ies in their respect ive d is t r ic ts and have rendered ass is tance to many 
opera to rs in c o m p l y i n g w i t h the prov is ions of the Ac t Results of the number of cases 
whe re it became necessary to p rosecute operators are s h o w n in Append ix 9 

S t r a w C o m p a n i e s . Over the years a dev ice has been deve loped whe reby compan ies w i t h 
l i t t le or no assets are incorpora ted ou ts ide the opera tor 's h o m e Sta te (main ly in Sou th 
Aust ra l ia ) and opera te vehic les w i t h o u t mee t i ng their road charges ob l iga t ions Court 
orders against these " s t r a w " compan ies cannot be en fo rced The device pr inc ipal ly a f fects 
N e w Sou th W a l e s and Vic tor ia a l though o ther Sta tes are b e c o m i n g increasingly concerned 
as the prac t ice spreads 

There are n o w about 1 4 0 " s t r a w " compan ies reg is tered in Sou th Aust ra l ia w h i c h are 
opera t ing more than 1 ,800 mo to r lorr ies and the es t ima ted annua l loss of revenue to th is 
S ta te n o w exceeds t w o mi l l i on do l lars 

There is g r o w i n g d isconten t amongs t operators w h o are c o m p l y i n g w i t h their ob l iga t ions 
under the Ac t because they are o f ten c o m p e t i n g against those w h o are avo id ing the 
p a y m e n t of charges by th is device Consequent ly the number of vehic les opera t ing in th is 
manner has increased du r ing the repor t year. 

The ma t te r has been carefu l ly exam ined by the Depar tmen t , and cor respond ing in ters ta te 
au thor i t ies , and as the p rob lem involves comp lex legal issues i t has been referred to the 
S tand ing C o m m i t t e e of A t t o rneys Genera l for advice It has also been cons idered by the 
Aus t ra l ian Transpor t Adv isory Counc i l and at a mee t i ng of the Counci l in February last 
it w a s agreed that each State and Terr i tory w o u l d in t roduce rec iproca l leg is lat ion des igned 
to deal w i t h " s t r a w " compan ies estab l ished for the purpose of avo id ing road ma in tenance 
charges. The p roposed leg is la t ion is be ing examined by the C o m m i t t e e of Par l iamentary 
Counsel . 

C h e c k i n g S t a t i o n s . The f o l l ow ing f igures of vehic les and loads checked i l lust rate the scale 
on w h i c h the special Lorry Check ing Sta t ions at Maru lan and Berowra assist t o w a r d see ing 
that lorr ies comp ly w i t h the specia l requ i rements app ly ing to t h e m 

N u m b e r o f Veh ic les M a r u l a n B e r o w r a T o t a l 
1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 7 4 6 0 . 7 1 1 5 5 0 , 7 3 9 1 . 0 1 1 . 4 5 0 
1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 6 4 4 7 . 2 9 9 5 3 3 . 0 2 7 9 8 0 . 3 2 6 

Tonnages (Est imated) 

1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 7 5 . 0 6 6 . 9 3 9 4 . 2 9 6 . 8 8 5 9 . 3 6 3 . 8 2 4 

1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 6 4 , 9 1 3 . 5 1 3 4 . 1 5 6 . 3 6 4 9 . 0 6 9 . 8 7 7 

RESULTS THIS YEAR - R o a d M a i n t e n a n c e ( C o n t r i b u t i o n ) A c t 

N S W I n t r a s t a t e I n t e r s t a t e T o t a l 

As at. or 
for year Liable Charges Liable Charges Liable Charges 

ended 3 0 t h vehic les rece ived vehic les rece ived vehic les received 
June recorded $ recorded S recorded S 

1 9 7 7 4 8 8 1 7 1 4 . 3 9 7 . 6 4 9 1 3 . 6 0 7 5 . 4 5 8 . 9 6 0 6 2 . 4 2 4 1 9 . 8 5 6 . 6 0 9 
1 9 7 6 4 7 . 6 3 8 1 4 . 0 6 3 . 9 3 8 1 3 . 2 7 5 6 . 2 6 2 . 3 6 6 6 0 . 9 1 3 2 0 . 3 2 6 . 3 0 4 

Receipts m o n t h by m o n t h — as we l l as net receipts (after refunds) — appear in A p p e n 
dix 7 

" A r r a n g e m e n t " cases 

No in fo rce Vehic les covered Charges pa id 

1 9 7 7 
1 9 7 6 

2 , 0 8 2 
2 . 1 1 3 

1 4 , 5 7 7 
1 5 . 7 1 0 

$ 8 , 3 2 6 , 2 3 9 
$ 8 , 2 9 2 6 5 3 



The charges pa id are inc luded in the to ta l s h o w n in the p rev ious table. These f igures do not 
Inc lude p r imary p roducers ' vehic les ( 1 2 . 9 9 0 this year. 1 2 . 3 5 9 last year) cove red by 
"a r rangemen ts " but m a k i n g so l i t t le use o f pub l ic s t reets tha t rece ip ts t he re f rom (wh i ch are 

we l l b e l o w the n o r m a l rate) w o u l d g ive a d is to r ted result if inc luded 

PASSENGER SERVICES — SYDNEY 
N E W C A S T L E A N D W O L L O N G O N G AREAS 

SPECIAL R E Q U I R E M E N T S IN THESE A R E A S 

T r a n s p o r t A c t A p p l i e s . Under the Transpor t Ac t . th ree "Transport D is t r ic ts 
( M e t r o p o l i t a n . N e w c a s t l e and W o l l o n g o n g ) have been des igna ted as areas in w h i c h publ ic 
passenger serv ices are sub jec t to the Transpor t Ac t and the Regula t ions for Public 
Vehic les , in add i t i on to the M o t o r Traff ic A c t and the State Transpor t (Co-ord inat ion) Ac t 

T r a n s p o r t D i s t r i c t s D e f i n e d 

• The M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t Dis t r ic t compr i ses the County of Cumber l and (exc lud ing 
any po r t i on of the City of Greater W o l l o n g o n g ) and the Par ish of C o w a n in the County 
o f N o r t h u m b e r l a n d . 

• The N e w c a s t l e and Dist r ic t T ranspor t D is t r ic t compr ises the ma in po r t i on of the Ci ty 
o f Greater N e w c a s t l e and Par ishes of Teralba and Kah ibah and par t of the par ish of 
Wa l l a rah in the Sh i re of Lake Macqua r i e 

• The W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t Dis t r ic t compr i ses the Ci ty of Greater W o l l o n g o n g 

B U S SERVICES 

S e r v i c e L i c e n c e N e c e s s a r y . In add i t i on to the l icences for the buses themse lves , l icences 
for the serv ices are requ i red by pr iva te ( that is n o n - G o v e r n m e n t ) bus opera to rs in the 
Transpor t Dis t r ic ts . 

Se rv i ce L i c e n c e Fees are de te rm ined ind iv idua l ly for each service accord ing to the re tu rn 
to the operator , the nature o f the service, its ef fect (if any) on G o v e r n m e n t t ranspor t 
opera t ions and the to ta l seat ing capac i ty of the f leet The legal m a x i m u m is 5 8 per seat of 
the to ta l seat ing capac i t y but in the repor t year, and for m a n y prev ious years th is m a x i m u m 
has no t been approached . The to ta l of such fees for pr iva te bus serv ices a m o u n t e d to $ 4 2 . 
0 2 2 . the fees for the ind iv idua l serv ices va ry ing f r o m $ 1 , 0 8 9 to $ 1 0 Serv ice l icence fees 
for G o v e r n m e n t t ranspor t opera t ions we re $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 (Me t ropo l i t an ) and $ 3 , 0 0 0 ( N e w 
cast le) 

M o t o r V e h i c l e Tax . Tax payab le on reg is t ra t ion of buses is lev ied at specia l "bus" rates 
prescr ibed by the M o t o r Veh ic les (Taxat ion) Ac t The tax is app l ied for ma in tenance of bus 
routes, as descr ibed in a f o l l ow ing paragraph. Receipts f r o m bus tax. deta i ls of w h i c h 
appear in A p p e n d i x 4 to ta l led $ 7 4 9 , 6 5 2 c o m p a r e d w i t h last year 's f igure of $ 6 7 5 , 2 6 9 

C o n t r i b u t i o n by G o v e r n m e n t Bus S e r v i c e s . A l t h o u g h legal ly ob l i ged to pay on ly serv ice 
l icence fees (and no t reg is t ra t ion fees or m o t o r vehic le tax) the Publ ic Transpor t 
C o m m i s s i o n , as a ma t te r of G o v e r n m e n t pol icy, con t r ibu tes a m o u n t s ca lcu la ted and 
subsequen t l y d i s t r i bu ted on the same basis as m o t o r veh ic le tax pa id by pr iva te bus 
opera tors . Con t r i bu t i ons th is year to ta l led $ 2 9 9 , 8 1 5 

R e v e n u e D i s t r i b u t e d for R o a d w o r k s . M o s t of the revenue der ived f r o m these sources is 
d i s t r i bu ted o n a p ropor t i ona te basis t o au thor i t i es (usual ly Counci ls) respons ib le for the 
ma in tenance o f roads the buses use. A p p e n d i x 5 descr ibes the basis of d i s t r i bu t ion and 
l ists the ind iv idua l a m o u n t s pa id 

S e r v i c e s O p e r a t i n g . A s u m m a r y of s tat is t ics re la t ing to serv ices f o l l ows later in th is 
sec t ion . 

V a r i a t i o n s in S e r v i c e s . Me t ropo l i t an Transpor t D is t r ic t — A s in the past, serv ices w e r e 
p rov ided to n e w schoo ls and n e w areas and in other cases ex is t ing serv ices w e r e ex tended 
or d iver ted t o mee t deve lopments . Du r i ng the repor t year 13 serv ices w e r e t ransfer red and 
the n u m b e r o f opera to rs w a s reduced by four. 

C o m p e t i t i o n w i t h G o v e r n r r ^ n t T r a n s p o r t . No services are pe rm i t t ed t o opera te in d i rect 
dup l i ca t i on o f Gove rnmen t Transpor t Serv ices However , a sma l l n u m b e r w h i c h c o m p e t e 
t o a m ino r degree ope ra ted in each Dis t r ic t under rest r ic ted cond i t i ons . There are three 
such serv ices in the M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t Dis t r ic t 

Fares . A p p r o v a l w a s g iven for a genera l fare increase, app l icab le as f r o m 18 th October , 
1 9 7 6 w h i c h w a s des igned t o of fset an increase of about 8 % in opera t iona l cos ts 
t h r o u g h o u t the bus indust ry s ince the prev ious increase in December . 1 9 7 5 . 

Propor t iona te increases in the cost of week l y t i cke ts we re also au tho r i sed . 

S t a n d a r d s o f S e r v i c e . Frequent checks we re m a d e by D e p a r t m e n t a l techn ic ians to ensure 
tha t proper vehic le s tandards w e r e ma in ta ined . Rout ine checks of t ime tab le observance 
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and adequacy of serv ices we re carr ied ou t and cor rec t ive ac t ion w a s taken on the f e w 
comp la in t s rece ived 

S p e c i a l J o u r n e y s . W h e r e requ i red , pe rm i t s w e r e issued under the Transpor t Ac t and S ta te 
Transpor t (Co-ord ina t ion) A c t for specia l j ou rneys such as those to spo r t i ng and social 
events 

S U M M A R Y OF BUS S T A T I S T I C S (at 
30 th June. 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 7 ) 

O p e r a t o r s 
M e t r o p o l i t a n N e w c a s t l e W o l l o n g o n g Tota l 

1 9 7 7 1 0 5 15 13 1 3 3 
1 9 7 6 1 0 8 15 14 1 3 7 

Var ia t ion d o w n 3 no change d o w n 1 d o w n 4 

S e r v i c e s 
1 9 7 7 2 0 3 23 24 2 5 0 
1 9 7 6 2 0 6 2 3 2 6 2 5 5 

Var ia t ion d o w n 3 n o change d o w n 2 d o w n 5 

Buses in S e r v i c e 

1 9 7 7 1.461 1 4 9 1 8 3 1 .793 
1 9 7 6 1.463 1 4 9 1 9 4 1 .806 

Var ia t ion d o w n 2 no change d o w n 11 d o w n 13 

R e v e n u e D e r i v e d by D e p a r t m e n t 

S S S S 
1 9 7 7 6 8 6 . 4 0 5 8 4 , 6 7 7 5 3 . 5 9 2 8 2 4 . 6 7 4 
1 9 7 6 6 2 5 . 2 0 1 7 5 . 6 7 0 4 7 . 2 4 4 7 4 8 . 1 15 

Var ia t ion up 6 1 . 2 0 4 up 9 . 0 0 7 up 6 . 3 4 8 up 7 6 . 5 5 9 

Bus R e v e n u e D i s t r i b u t e d For R o a d w o r k s 

S S S S 
1 9 7 7 6 2 3 , 6 1 9 7 9 , 7 8 1 5 0 . 3 8 7 7 5 3 . 7 8 7 
1 9 7 6 5 9 5 . 7 2 7 7 3 , 8 6 5 4 8 . 2 9 5 7 1 7 . 8 8 7 

Var ia t ions u p 2 7 . 8 9 2 up 5 , 9 1 6 up 2 , 0 9 2 up 3 5 . 9 0 0 

For deta i ls s e e — 

A p p e n d i x 4 re revenue receipts expend i tu re and d i s t r i bu t ion o f the Public 
Veh ic les Fund. 

Append ix 5 re a m o u n t s d i s t r i bu ted for roadworks 

T A X I - C A B S A N D PRIVATE HIRE CARS 

R e g i s t r a t i o n u n d e r T r a n s p o r t A c t . Tax i -cabs and pr iva te hire cars in the Transpor t 
Dist r ic ts are subject to reg is t ra t ion under the Transpor t Ac t as we l l as reg is t ra t ion and 
l icensing under the M o t o r Traff ic and S ta te Transpor t (Co-ord inat ion) Ac ts . 

Tax R e v e n u e E x p e n d e d o n T ra f f i c Fac i l i t i es . M o t o r vehic les tax pa id on tax i -cabs and 
pr iva te h i re cars is pa id into the Public Veh ic les Fund and is app l ied as desc r ibed earl ier 
t o w a r d s the cost o f imp roved traf f ic fac i l i t ies 

C a t e g o r i e s o f t a x i - c a b s . Taxi -cabs in the Me t ropo l i t an Transpor t Dis t r ic t are c lassi f ied 
as — 

(i) Unres t r i c ted 
(n) Area — to opera te f r o m s tands in one of the ten des igna ted tax i -cab areas in the 

M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t Dis t r ic t These tax i -cabs may also occupy the s tands at Sydney 
(K ings ford Smi th ) A i rpo r t and at Centra l Ra i lway S ta t ion under cer ta in c i r cumstances . 

In the N e w c a s t l e Transpor t Distr ict there are bo th unres t r i c ted tax i -cabs and tax i -cabs 
rest r ic ted to par t icu lar s tands or g roups o f s tands, w h i l e in the W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t 
Dis t r ic t all tax i -cabs are a l lo t ted to par t icu lar s tands or g roups of s tands. 

P r i v a t e H i re Car O p e r a t i o n s Al l p r iva te hire cars are p e r m i t t e d to s tand for h i re on ly at 
po in ts spec i f ied in the l icences They are. in the ma in , unres t r i c ted in ope ra t i on but a sma l l 
n u m b e r are l im i ted t o the conveyance o f passengers in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h w e d d i n g s , funera ls 
and tours and the carr iage of schoo l ch i ld ren to and f rom schoo ls 
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S t a n d a r d s of S e r v i c e — 

G e n e r a l Po l i cy . The ma in tenance of a h igh s tandard of serv ice has been a ided by the 
con t i nua t i on of po l ic ies requ i r ing any person acqu i r ing an Area tax i -cab to reside in. o r 
w i t h i n 12 m o n t h s take up res idence in or c lose ly ad jacent to . the au thor ised area o f 
ope ra t i on ; and o w n e r s genera l ly to have sole con t ro l and m a n a g e m e n t of the tax i -cabs and 
dr ive t h e m as their sole or pr inc ipa l means o f e m p l o y m e n t . Permanen t e x e m p t i o n f r o m 
these lat ter requ i rements is p e r m i t t e d only in the cases of w i d o w s acqu i r i ng tax i -cabs 
under their late husbands ' W i l l s or to pe rm i t the re t i rement af ter l eng thy service in the tax i 
indust ry , o f o w n e r s w h o are 6 0 years or more of age. 

N e w L icences in t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n T r a n s p o r t D i s t r i c t . Dur ing the repor t year approva l 
w a s g iven for the issue of 6 8 add i t i ona l l icences 

R a d i o C o n t r o l . The major i t y o f tax i -cabs and m a n y pr iva te hire cars in the Transpor t 
D is t r ic ts are f i t ted w i t h t w o - w a y radios to imp rove service to the publ ic . Faci l i t ies for t w o -
w a y rad io c o m m u n i c a t i o n for tax i -cabs are p rov ided by 11 o rgan isa t ions in the 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t D is t r ic t , one in the N e w c a s t l e Transpor t D is t r ic t and one in the 
W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t Dist r ic t . 

The t ransfer o f M e t r o p o l i t a n Transpor t Dis t r ic t tax i -cabs f r o m one t w o - w a y rad io 
o rgan isa t ion to another has general ly been p roh ib i t ed except in respect of unres t r i c ted tax i -
cabs 

The d e v e l o p m e n t of rad io opera t ions in recent years is i l lus t ra ted by the f igures g iven in 
A p p e n d i x 1 7 The f o l l o w i n g s u m m a r y o f s ta t is t ics g ives the pos i t i on as at 3 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 7 
and o ther i n fo rma t ion also. 

S U M M A R Y OF TAXI -CAB A N D PRIVATE HIRE CAR 
S T A T I S T I C S (at 30th June. 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 7 ) 

Vehic les in Serv ice 
M e t r o p o l i t a n N e w c a s t l e W o l l o n g o n g 

1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 
T a x i - c a b s — 
Unrest r ic ted 2 , 4 3 7 2 . 4 3 7 8 6 8 6 — 
Restr ic ted 2 6 • 4 3 4 3 1 1 7 1 1 7 
City o f Sydney 3 4 1 * — — — — 
Dis t r i c ts 5 9 7 • — — — — 
Area — 9 6 2 

Sub Tota l 3 , 4 0 1 3 . 3 9 9 1 2 9 1 2 9 1 1 7 1 1 7 

P r i v a t e H i re Ca rs 2 1 2 1 9 4 13 13 6 5 

Total 3 . 6 1 3 3 . 5 9 3 1 4 2 142 1 2 3 1 2 2 

' N o w classi f ied as " A r e a " tax i -cabs . 

R a d i o C o n t r o l l e d V e h i c l e s 
( inc luded in above) 

Tax i -cabs 3 . 3 4 5 3 . 3 4 6 1 2 9 1 2 9 1 1 6 1 1 6 
Pr ivate H re Cars 1 7 6 1 7 6 10 13 2 2 

Total 3 . 5 2 1 3 . 5 2 2 1 3 9 1 4 2 1 1 8 1 1 8 

Fares . Private hire car fares are not con t ro l l ed but tax i -cab fares in the Transpor t D is t r i c ts 
are f ixed by regu la t ion . Tax i -cab fares and misce l laneous tax i charges such as b o o k i n g fees 
and luggage ra tes have not changed s ince 1st October . 1 9 7 5 . 

T r a n s f e r s . Transfers o f the reg is t ra t ions and l icences o f tax i -cabs and pr iva te hire cars are 
permiss ib le at the Commiss ione r ' s d i sc re t ion . Any such t ransfers of l icences are sub jec t to 
the prov is ions o f the Transfer o f Publ ic Veh ic les (Taxat ion) Ac t under w h i c h a tax 
ca lcu la ted on the cur rent marke t va lue of the l icence mus t be pa id by the t ransferor . The 
tax in respect o f the t ransfer of a " p u r c h a s e d " l icence is 2 ' /^% of the cur rent marke t va lue 
In respect of an " i s s u e d " l icence, the tax is 2 5 % w h e r e the l icence has been issued less 
than six years, reduc ing progress ive ly to 2 V i % w h e n the l icence has been issued over 15 
years Money der ived f r o m these t ransac t ions is pa id in to the Road Transpor t and Traf f ic 
Fund (see Append ix 3) . 

T a x i - c a b Lost P r o p e r t y . A r t i c les left in tax i -cabs by hirers m u s t be sur rendered to the 
D e p a r t m e n t by dr ivers . A f ixed a m o u n t of c o m p e n s a t i o n for the dr ivers is co l lec ted by the 
Depa r tmen t f r o m persons c la im ing their proper ty . A n y u n c l a i m e d ar t ic les are so ld t h rough 
the Publ ic Transpor t Commiss i on ' s regular lost p roper ty auc t ion sales and the proceeds, 
w h i c h are smal l , are pa id in to the Road Transpor t and Traff ic Fund. 
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T O U R I S T SERVICES 

T r a n s p o r t D i s t r i c t s . As at 3 0 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 7 there w e r e 6 4 tour is t vehic les l icensed in the 
me t ropo l i t an area, seven in the N e w c a s t l e Transpor t Dis t r ic t and seven in the W o l l o n g o n g 
Transpor t Dist r ic t , 

Applicants for licences to drive large passenger carrying vehicles must demonstrate a high stan
dard of competency when undergoing the stringent practical driving lest. Here a Departmental 
Driver Examiner discusses aspects of the test with an applicant. 

PASSENGER S E R V I C E S — C O U N T R Y A R E A S 

C O - O P E R A T I O N W I T H C O U N C I L S 

A s we l l as be ing reg is tered and l icensed by this Depa r tmen t , mos t pub l ic passenger 
vehic les ou ts ide the Transpor t D is t r ic ts are l icensed by local Counci ls . A po l icy of c lose 
co l l abora t ion w i t h Counc i ls concern ing cur rent serv ices or the need for add i t iona l l icences 
has been fo l l owed for many years. The progress ive decen t ra l i sa t ion of admin i s t ra t i on 
b r o u g h t abou t by the c rea t ion o f Regional Branches o f the Depa r tmen t has p roduced 
fu r ther benef i t s . 

TOURIST VEHICLES 

There we re 5 1 tour is t vehic les l icensed in coun t ry d is t r ic ts o f N e w Sou th Wa les for the 
carr iage of passengers on s ight see ing tours at 3 0 t h June . 1 9 7 7 . 

VEHICLES O N FIXED ROUTES 

Serv i ces in O p e r a t i o n . On 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 7 , 1,991 regular passenger car ry ing serv ices 
we re ope ra t i ng in coun t ry d is t r ic ts 2 , 7 0 3 buses and 4 0 6 o ther vehic les we re e m p l o y e d in 
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t h e m , the latter usual ly be ing cars or lorr ies car ry ing occas iona l passengers on mai l routes 
or school ch i ldren in iso la ted areas. 

C o m p e t i t i o n w i t h R a i l w a y s . The po l icy f o l l o w e d in th is respect in regard t o the Transpor t 
D is t r ic ts opera tes for coun t ry serv ices also. Serv ices in d i rect dup l i ca t i on are not p e r m i t t e d 
b u t a n u m b e r of serv ices c o m p e t i n g in less degree we re au thor ised subject to rest r ic t ive 
cond i t ions . 

Fares . Increases w e r e au thor ised for a n u m b e r o f serv ices du r ing the year because of 
es tab l i shed increases in ope ra t i ng cos ts t h r o u g h o u t the bus industry . The c i r cums tances 
we re cons idered jo in t ly by the D e p a r t m e n t and local Counci ls . 

S p e c i a l J o u r n e y s . In a n u m b e r o f cases journeys for such purposes as spor t ing and social 
events we re au thor ised by pe rm i t s . 

T A X I - C A B S A N D PRIVATE HIRE C A R S 

S c o p e o f L i cences . Count ry tax i -cabs may ply for hire on ly w i t h i n the Mun ic ipa l i t i es (or. if 
in Shires, t h e t o w n s or v i l lages) for w h i c h the l icences are issued. A coun t ry pr iva te h i re car 
m a y w a i t for hire on ly at the address or o ther spec i f ied s tand m e n t i o n e d in the l icence. 

Veh ic les in Serv ice (on 3 0 t h June ) — 1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 
Taxi -cabs 9 4 7 9 3 2 
Private Hire Cars 1 0 6 9 5 

B a l l o t s f o r N e w L i c e n c e s . The ba l lo t t i ng sys tem has been re ta ined as be ing the mos t 
su i tab le for the va ry ing cond i t i ons w h i c h apply ou ts ide the Transpor t d is t r ic ts . Under th is 
sys tem, w h e r e a need is es tab l i shed t o the sa t is fac t ion of the Depa r tmen t and the Counc i l 
conce rned , a bal lot is car r ied ou t by the Counci l af ter app l i ca t ions have been inv i ted . 

T w o - W a y Rad io . The D e p a r t m e n t has con t inued to p r o m o t e the prov is ions o f radio 
con t ro l for hire vehic les in count ry areas w i t h the ass is tance of the Pos tmas te r Genera l 's 
Depa r tmen t and local Counc i ls . This serv ice is general ly conduc ted by operator co
opera t ives . Centres n o w prov ided w i t h t w o - w a y radio service are l isted in A p p e n d i x 17 . 

AIR SERVICES 

S t a t e L i cence N e c e s s a r y . A l icence under the A i r T ranspor t Ac t is requ i red before an 
aircraft may be ope ra ted commerc i a l l y for the carr iage o f passengers or goods on a route 
w h i c h is who l l y w i t h i n N e w Sou th Wa les . 

This l icence is add i t iona l to the au thor i t y an opera to r m u s t ob ta in f r o m the C o m m o n w e a l t h 
D e p a r t m e n t of Transpor t . 

S e r v i c e s P r o v i d e d . Regular air serv ices in N e w Sou th Wa les are in t w o categor ies , one 
be ing those of ful l air l ine s tandard and opera ted over routes b e t w e e n Sydney and major 
coun t ry centres and the other , compr i s i ng those us ing smal le r a i rcraf t , over routes w h i c h , 
for a var ie ty of reasons, are not p rov ided w i t h a serv ice by the ma jo r in t ras ta te air l ine 
opera tors . 

The la t ter men t i oned serv ices, usual ly referred to as "Commute r Serv ices" p rov ide regular 
air t ravel faci l i t ies over an increasing n u m b e r o f routes w i t h i n the Sta te as feeders to major 
cent res, and also in the f o r m of d i rec t serv ices to Sydney f r o m coun t ry a i rpor ts . 

C o m m u t e r opera t ions are regarded as a w o r t h w h i l e c o m p l e m e n t to m a i n a i r l ine serv ices, 
and it is the Depar tmen t ' s po l icy t o grant l icences w h e r e possib le and to l im i t refusals to 
those proposa ls w h i c h w o u l d conf l i c t w i t h ex is t ing services. 

The f o l l o w i n g n e w c o m m u t e r serv ices we re approved du r ing the repor t year. H o w e v e r , no t 
all serv ices have been c o m m e n c e d . 

D u b b o - B r e w a r r i n a - B o u r k e - N y n g a n - C o b a r 
Glen Innes- lnvere l l -L i smore 
A rm ida le -Po r t Macqua r i e 
Invere l l -Por t Macqua r i e 
Moree-Por t M a c q u a r i e 
Narrabr i -Por t Macquar ie 
Gunnedah -Po r t M a c q u a r i e 

A T a m w o r t h - P o r t Macqua r i e 
Sydney-Hay 

Sydney -Warne rva le ( recommenced ) 



M I S C E L L A N E O U S 

Ferr ies . There are 12 pr ivate ly o w n e d ferr ies ope ra t i ng for the conveyance o f passengers 
in the Port of Sydney w h i c h are requi red to be l icensed under the S ta te Transpor t (Co
ord ina t ion) Ac t . Dur ing the repor t year, the n u m b e r of ferr ies ope ra t i ng w a s reduced 
f o l l ow ing the d isposa l of one vessel for e c o n o m i c reasons 



Traffic Safety Activities 
— Drivers, Vehicles 
and Traffic Planning 
I 

GENERAL 

Bas ic P o l i c y . Outs ide the f ie ld o f revenue co l lec t ions for r o a d w o r k s and o ther purposes 
and the regu la t ion of c o m m e r c i a l t r anspo r t serv ices, m o s t Depa r tmen ta l act iv i t ies are 
c o n d u c t e d w i t h t raf f ic sa fe ty a ims uppe r mos t in m i n d and pol ic ies are f o l l o w e d w h i c h are 
des igned t o reduce road r isks and engender a c o m m u n i t y t raf f ic safety ou t look . 

S p e c i f i c M e a s u r e s . Con t i nu ing w o r k in th is respect inc ludes the cons tan t rev iew of d r iv ing 
l aws : co l lec t ion and d i ssemina t i on of acc ident s ta t is t ics as a basis for remed ia l ac t ion 
t h r o u g h educa t i on ; eng ineer ing s tandards o f vehic le f i tness and en fo rcement . Sc ient i f i c 
research in to traff ic acc iden ts is c o n d u c t e d by the Depa r tmen t ' s Traf f ic Acc i den t Research 
Uni t . 

T R A F F I C A C C I D E N T R E S E A R C H U N I T 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t . The Traf f ic A c c i d e n t Research Un i t w a s estab l ished as a Branch o f the 
D e p a r t m e n t in May . 1 9 6 9 for the purpose of under tak ing sc ient i f ic research in to t raf f ic 
acc idents . The U n i t is housed in a t w o storey bu i ld ing w i t h i n the Head Off ice comp lex . 

A i m s a n d C o m p o s i t i o n . The ob jec t i ves o f the Un i t are. b road ly , to prov ide an adv isory 
serv ice o n all mat ters re la t ing to t raf f ic safety based on hard sc ient i f ic ev idence g leaned 
f r o m research b o t h here and overseas, and to o r ig ina te research and under take 
inves t iga t ions a long pr ior i ty l ines de f ined by the needs o f the D e p a r t m e n t and the Sta te . 
The research act iv i t ies of the Un i t are s t ruc tu red w i t h i n the mat r ix s h o w n b e l o w w h i c h 
gives a f e w examp les o f i m p o r t a n t areas of concern in traff ic safety. 

A R E A OF 
I N V E S T I G A T I O N 

THREE T I M E - R E L A T E D PHASES 

A R E A OF 
I N V E S T I G A T I O N 

B E F O R E T H E 
CR ASH 

IN THE 
C R A S H 

AFTER THE 
C R A S H 

H U M A N 
FACTORS 

A l c o h o l abuse 
Youth fu lness 
Educa t ion 
En fo rcement 

Seat bel t use 
Crash He lme t 

use 

Med i ca l care 
Rescue fac i l i t ies 

VEHICLE 
FACTORS 

Brakes 
Tyres 
S teer ing 
Suspens ion 

Steer ing c o l u m n s 
Safety g lass 
Door locks 
Passive res t ra in ts 

Fire 
En t rapment 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L 
FACTORS 

H i g h w a y des ign 
Traf f ic eng ineer ing 
Pedestr ian cont ro l 

Roadside fu rn i tu re 
Natura l hazards 

Access ib i l i t y 
A m b u l a n c e 

serv ices 
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Good s ta t is t ica l suppo r t is basic to research in all these areas 

The Un i t opera tes w i t h i n a f lexible f r a m e w o r k o f four sect ions The Eng ineer ing Research 
Sec t ion is headed by a senior test eng ineer , w i t h the suppor t of mechan ica l and e lec t ron ics 
engineers, techn ic ians , d ra f t smen and genera l w o r k s h o p personne l . The A c c i d e n t Ana lys is 
Sec t ion is ma in ly concerned w i t h h u m a n and e n v i r o n m e n t a l fac to rs , and is s ta f fed by 
engineers w i t h spec ia l exper ience in t raf f ic m a n a g e m e n t and h u m a n behav iour , 
psycho log is ts w i t h specia l interests in pe rcep tua l , social and c l in ical aspects, s ta t is t ic ians, 
m e m b e r s of the Pol ice Force on secondmen t , and auxi l iary da ta co l lec t ion staff 

The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Services Sec t ion is repons ib le for p rocess ing and cod ing , for 
subsequent c o m p u t e r analysis, the repor ts o f acc iden ts s u b m i t t e d by inves t iga t ing po l i ce 
of f icers, and pub l i sh ing and d i s t r i bu t i ng s ta t is t i ca l da ta . It admin i s te rs a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
research l ibrary w h i c h receives a great deal of l i terature f rom all over the w o r l d . Final ly, the 
Traff ic Safety Educa t i on Sect ion , is respons ib le for lec tu r ing act iv i t ies and for the 
d i ssemina t i on o f c o m m u n i t y educa t iona l mater ia l , p roduced in the Un i t or supp l ied by the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h Depa r tmen t of Transpor t , and the p r o m o t i o n of t ra f f ic safety p r o g r a m m e s 
th rough stat ic d isp lays and exh ib i t ions. 

E q u i p m e n t f o r T e s t i n g . Equ p m e n t used by the Traff ic Acc iden t Research Un i t inc ludes a 
crash s imu la to r This is a sled that is p rope l led a long rails to i m p a c t aga ins t a conc re te 
b lock w i t h p re -de te rm ined force and s imu la tes the ef fects of crashes of vary ing sever i ty o n 
w h a t e v e r c o m p o n e n t s are under tes t — occupan t rest ra in t sys tems f ixed in a car body 
shel l , for ins tance. The laboratory also houses a h igh speed shock tes t ing m a c h i n e , a brake-
tes t d y n a m o m e t e r and an impac t tester for crash he lme t research A w i d e var ie ty of tes t 
e q u i p m e n t , m u c h of i t d i rec ted to d e v e l o p m e n t of s tandards for ch i ld - res t ra in t s ys tems and 
t o eva luate c o m p o n e n t par ts of seat be l ts , has been made to the Un i t ' s des ign Assoc ia ted 
w i t h the crash s imu la to r and o ther tes t ing e q u i p m e n t are h igh -speed mov ie cameras and a 
comprehens i ve i ns t rumen ta t i on sys tem cen t red on a c o m p u t e r The c o m p u t e r is also used 
for p rocess ing da ta co l lec ted in the course o f the Un i t ' s o ther research act iv i t ies. A d ig i ta l 
f i l m analyser is used to s tudy the m o t i o n of ob jec ts pho tog raphed by the h igh -speed mov ie 
cameras. 

R e s e a r c h P ro j ec t s . The results o f Un i t research are no rma l l y f i rst pub l i shed by the 
Depa r tmen t as Traff ic Acc iden t Research Un i t Repor ts . A list of repor ts pub l i shed so far 
f o l l ows — 

1 / 7 0 Fire in Road Acc iden ts 
2 / 7 0 Head Vehic le Crash In jury 
3 / 7 0 De te rm ina t i on of S w e p t Paths o f Veh ic les 
4 / 7 0 The Prov is ional L icence S c h e m e — a Sta t is t ica l Eva lua t ion 
5 / 7 0 Dea ths on M o t o r Cyc les — A S tudy o f 1 2 0 Fatal i t ies 
6 / 7 0 Compu lso ry Wear ing o f Seat Bel ts — A Feasibi l i ty S tudy 
1 /71 H u m a n Factors in Traf f ic Safety — A Reappraisal 
2 / 7 1 Seat Belts — A Survey o f Usage and A t t i t u d e s 
3 / 7 1 A Traf f ic S igna l S y s t e m for H igh Speed Roads 
4 / 7 1 Vehic le W indsc reens — The Current Issues 
1 /72 Crashes at Rai lway Level Crossings 
2 / 7 2 Dr ink ing and Dr iv ing — Soc io log ica l Aspec ts 
3 / 7 2 The Young Driver 
4 / 7 2 A n Assessmen t of Measures to Reduce Cycl is t and Mo to r cyc l i s t A c c i d e n t s 
5 / 7 2 A S tudy o f Measures to Reduce Injur ies to Pedestr ians 
1 /73 Dr ink ing and Dr iv ing in Sydney — A C o m m u n i t y Survey of Behav iour and 

A t t i t u d e s 
2 / 7 3 Dynamic Tests for Seat Bel ts 
3 / 7 3 The Role of C o m m u n i c a t i o n s and Propaganda in Traff ic Safety 
4 / 7 3 Compu lso ry Wear ing of Seat Bel ts in N e w Sou th Wa les . Aus t ra l ia 
1 /74 Sash D iscomfor t in Seat Bel ts 
2 / 7 4 Crash Pro tec t ion for Babies 
3 / 7 4 The Effect of Manda to r y Seat Bel t Use in N e w Sou th Wales . Aust ra l ia 
4 / 7 4 Crash Pro tec t ion for the Sub - teen Chi ld 
5 / 7 4 Caravans in Traff ic Crashes 
6 / 7 4 Inves t iga t ion of Seat Bel t Per fo rmances in N e w Sou th Wa les Traf f ic Crashes 
7 / 7 4 Pre-Schoo l Chi ldren and the Traf f ic L ight Task 
8 / 7 4 The Capac i ty of Young Chi ldren t o Cope w i t h the Traff ic S y s t e m — A Rev iew 
9 / 7 4 C o m p u l s o r y Seat Bel ts — A Survey of Publ ic Reac t ion and S ta ted Usage 
1 /75 Ref lec tor ised Number (L icence) Plates and Traf f ic Sa fe ty in Aus t ra l ia 
2 / 7 5 Dr ink -d r i v ing Propaganda in Sydney. Aus t ra l ia 
3 / 7 5 The Ep idemio logy of Pole Crashes 
4 / 7 5 A l coho l . Drugs and Acc iden t Risk 
5 / 7 5 Side Impac t and Lap Sash Bel ts 
1 /76 Occupan t Head Space in Passenger Cars 
2 / 7 6 In -dep th Analys is of Fatal i t ies to Weare rs o f Seat Bel ts 
3 / 7 6 Per fo rmance o f Chi ld Rest ra in ts in Crashes and in Labora tory Tests 
4 / 7 6 Seat Bel t Crash Per fo rmance in Aus t ra l ia 
5 / 7 6 Crash Per fo rmance of Emergency Lock ing Ret ractor Seat Belts 
6 / 7 6 Chi ld Rest ra in t Size 
7 / 7 6 A n a t o m i c a l Factors in L a p / S a s h Belt W e a r i n g 
2 / 7 7 Mo to r cyc l e Crashes — a Level T w o S tudy 



The Un i t also pub l i shes i ts w o r k by w a y of con t r i bu t i ons to pro fess iona l journa ls and 
addresses to sc ient i f ic and o ther ga ther ings W h e r e jus t i f i ed , these and ar t ic les of more 
genera l interest are reproduced for w i d e r d is t r ibu t ion In add i t i on some 2 7 0 Specia l 
Repor ts have been prepared re la t ing to the tes t ing and eva lua t ion of var ious devices such 
as seat bel ts and ch i ld rest ra in t sys tems 

In the area of eng ineer ing research, w o r k to da te has been invo lved w i t h imp rov ing the 
chances of survival w i t h o u t injury, o f passenger car occupan t s and moto rcyc l i s t s in 
crashes M u c h of th is w o r k is pe r fo rmed in co l labora t ion w i t h the var ious na t iona l 
c o m m i t t e e s w i t h crash p ro tec t i on respons ib i l i t ies and has con t r i bu ted to the upg rad ing of 
seat bel ts , and to the issue o f n e w Aus t ra l ian S tandards for c rash p ro tec t i on for ch i ld 
passengers and moto rcyc l i s t s 

A specia l invest iga t ion at the scene o f severe crashes requ i r ing a m b u l a n c e a t tendance 
conc luded at the end of J u n e , 1 9 7 7 . The a i m of the inves t iga t ion w a s to ident i fy m e t h o d s 
for reduc ing the f requency , and for imp rov ing crash p ro tec t i on for persons invo lved in 
var ious types o f co l l i s ion , par t icu lar ly co l l is ions invo lv ing t rucks, o m n i b u s e s , moto rcyc les , 
pedest r ians or pedal cyc les 

A member of a special investigation team from the Traffic Accident Research L nil taking 
measurements at the scene of a motor cycle crash. 

Other s tud ies du r ing the year have dea l t w i t h ch i ld safety restra ints, the use o f adu l t seat 
be l ts by ch i ld ren , pole crashes, and the p r o b l e m of cars runn ing under t ruck t rays 
Legis lat ion was in t roduced , to requi re the use o f avai lab le res t ra in ts by ch i ldren aged 12 
m o n t h s or more , f o l l ow ing some of these studies. 

Ma jo r ef for ts in the behav ioura l f ie ld con t i nued to be d i rec ted in three speci f ic d i rec t ions to 
de te rm ine — 

(1) the acceptab i l i t y and usage o f ch i ld safety res t ra in ts a m o n g ac tua l or po ten t ia l 
consumers 

(2) the w a y s in w h i c h traff ic safety pr inc ip les can be best c o m m u n i c a t e d to y o u n g 
ch i ldren 

(3) the specia l p rob lems of t ruck dr iv ing , b o t h in t e rms of t ra in ing , ou t look of dr ivers 
and of phys ica l character is t ics of the vehic les and traf f ic sys tems 

Extens ive tests w e r e c o n d u c t e d o n mo to rcyc le p ro tec t ive he lme ts du r ing the year w i t h a 
v i ew to eva lua t ing the he lme ts in use in t e rms of the n e w Aus t ra l ian S tandard As a result , 
app rova l for use of m a n y early mode ls of he lme ts w a s w i t h d r a w n 



R O A D T R A F F I C A C C I D E N T STATIST ICS 

In order to ob ta in more comprehens i ve i n fo rma t i on on traf f ic crashes than prev ious ly 
coded m N e w Sou th Wa les , a comp le te l y re -des igned sys tem for the cod ing of c rashes w a s 
in t roduced for c rashes occu r r i ng af ter 1st Ju ly . 1 9 7 5 This sys tem w a s des igned to great ly 
improve the Un i t ' s abi l i ty to use Po l ice-supp l ied i n fo rma t ion for research purposes and 
involves cod ing abou t three t imes the i n fo rma t i on for each crash than w a s prev ious ly the 
case Efforts have been d i rec ted t o w a r d s the more ser ious crashes and s ince Ju ly . 1 9 7 5 
the of f ic ia l N e w S o u t h Wa les traf f ic c rash s ta t is t ics have been c o m p i l e d by the Traf f ic 
Acc iden t Research Un i t f r o m Pol ice repor ts of crashes w h e r e at least one pe rson w a s k i l led 
or in ju red , or at least o n e veh ic le w a s t o w e d f r o m the scene of the crash 

S u m m a r y stat is t ics of traff ic c rashes are pub l ished by the Depa r tmen t each year in the 
Sta t is t ica l S t a t e m e n t o f Road Traff ic A c c i d e n t s in N e w Sou th W a l e s " and are w ide l y 

d i s t r i bu ted to the re levant Gove rnmen t and s e m i - G o v e r n m e n t au thor i t ies and to in te res ted 
organ isa t ions and ind iv idua ls These bu l le t ins present in the f o r m of comprehens i ve 
tabu la t ions , the n u m b e r s o f t raf f ic c rashes in t e rms of the m o s t easi ly ident i f iab le h u m a n , 
vehic le and env i ronmen ta l fac tors Supp lemen ta ry , more spec ia l ised crash i n f o r m a t i o n is 
d i s t r i bu ted to appropr ia te G o v e r n m e n t and Local G o v e r n m e n t bod ies to prov ide a basis for 
local cor rec t ive ac t ion W i t h i n th is Depa r tmen t , crash stat is t ics con t r i bu te to the f o r m a t i o n 
of overal l t raf f ic safety po l icy , w h i c h is t hen i m p l e m e n t e d t h r o u g h coun te rmeasu res such 
as dr iver l i cens ing, vehic le reg is t ra t ion and traf f ic regu la t ions Eva luat ion o f the 
Depa r tmen t ' s po l ic ies in these areas is one of the more i m p o r t a n t purposes of th is 
i n f o rma t i on 

W h i l e the pub l i shed s ta t is t ica l i n f o rma t i on is a r ranged in t abu la t i ons f o l l ow ing a u n i f o r m 
pa t te rn adop ted by all S ta tes and Terr i tor ies, the c o m p l e t e da ta record for each crash is 
coded and s to red on magne t i c tape By the use o f the Depa r tmen t ' s c o m p u t e r s specia l 
analyses for specif ic research pro jec ts can be carr ied ou t on the w h o l e f i le of all crashes 
recorded over several years As not all the data on each pol ice repor t f o rm are encoded , 
cop ies of all repor ts are ma in ta ined on a m i c r o f i l m f i le These repor ts are readi ly accessib le 
for specia l purpose s tud ies and v i e w i n g or copy ing of the repor ts is poss ib le 

The Un i t ma in ta ins p r i n ted compu te r repor ts of traff ic c rash data in a lphabe t i ca l street 
n a m e order w i t h i n Local Gove rnmen t areas, and a spot m a p sys tem for Sydney and 
env i rons and for the major coun t ry areas This sys tem prov ides a v isual surve i l lance of the 
crash s i tua t ion in those areas 

F A T A L TRAFFIC C R A S H E S IN N E W S O U T H W A L E S 

Tables one and t w o of Append ix 18 present prof i les of 1 ,117 fa ta l crashes and of 1 .284 
persons k i l led du r ing the year ended 3 0 t h June , 1 9 7 7 

Sal ient features of Table one are that , in N e w Sou th Wa les for the year e n d e d 3 0 t h June . 
1 9 7 7 — 

• there we re 1 .117 crashes resu l t ing in fa ta l i t ies, 
• of these, abou t o n e in f ive took p lace on Saturdays , 
• the mos t c o m m o n type of impac t on Saturdays and Sundays w a s the single vehic le 

c rash ; 
• the mos t c o m m o n type of i m p a c t on weekdays w a s the the veh ic le -veh ic le c rash , the 

m o s t c o m m o n t ime for these be ing b e t w e e n 3 p m and 6 p .m. ; 
• about one in four of fata l c rashes invo lved pedest r ians and the mos t c o m m o n t ime for 

these w a s b e t w e e n 3 p.m. and 9 p.m. 

These f igures are cons is ten t w i t h independent research f ind ings conce rn ing the dangers of 
"social d r i v i n g " and suggest s o m e re la t ionsh ip b e t w e e n la te -n igh t , s ingle vehic le and 

poss ib ly a lcoho l - re la ted crashes. 

Sa l ient features o f Table t w o are that , in N e w S o u t h Wa les for the year ended 3 0 t h J u n e , 
1 9 7 7 — 

• there we re 1 ,284 fa ta l i t ies resu l t ing f r o m traff ic crashes, 
• dr ivers of m o t o r vehic les accoun ted for s l ight ly more than one - th i rd of these fa ta l i t ies; 
• ma les o f age 1 7 - 2 0 years we re ove r - rep resen ted a m o n g dr iver fa ta l i t ies, passenger 

fa ta l i t ies and mo to r cyc l e fa ta l i t ies. 
• pedest r ians accoun ted for 2 1 % of the year 's fa ta l i t ies and we re mos t c o m m o n a m o n g 

the t w o to s ix -year -o lds and those aged 5 0 and older 

The f igures ref lect var ious research f ind ings w h i c h s h o w that y o u n g male dr ivers and their 
associates are re lat ive ly h igh risk road users, as are very y o u n g and elder ly pedest r ians 

Trends in the n u m b e r of fa ta l i t ies (see g raph in A p p e n d i x 18) have s h o w n a more or less 
s teady rise over the last 17 years This is to be expec ted w i t h the steady rise in the 
popu la t i on o f the S ta te , n u m b e r s o f l icences on issue and vehic les reg is tered However , as 
is s h o w n in the bar char t the rise in fa ta l i t ies has been s lower than the r ise in these o ther 
fac tors Over the last 1 7 years, fa ta l i t ies have fa l len f r o m about 10 to less than six fa ta l i t ies 
per 1 0 , 0 0 0 vehic les reg is tered 
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Traffic Crash Fatality Rate Per 10,000 Vehicles 
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In spi te o f the genera l u p w a r d t rend in numbers o f fa ta l i t ies, there have been t w o notab le 
except ions . Pedest r ian fa ta l i t ies over th is per iod o f t ime have rema ined fair ly cons tan t . 
M o t o r vehic le occupan t fa ta l i t ies (dr ivers and passengers) s h o w e d an unp receden ted 
decrease in 1 9 7 2 . This w a s be l ieved to be assoc ia ted w i t h the i n t roduc t ion o f compu lso ry 
seat -be l t w e a r i n g leg is la t ion in October . 1 9 7 1 . 

A U T O M O T I V E E N G I N E E R I N G 

G E N E R A L VEHICLE FITNESS POLICY 

The in f luence on road r isks of the mechan ica l cond i t i on of vehic les is recognised by po l ic ies 
w h i c h lay emphas i s on regular inspec t ions o f vehic les already reg is tered and examina t i on 
o f those abou t to be pu t on the road, toge ther w i t h means for requ i r ing the repair o f 
vehic les found t o be defect ive . 

These pol ic ies are i m p l e m e n t e d by extens ive inspect ions by ski l led Depa r tmen ta l staff of 
veh ic les in par t icu lar ca tegor ies , and a S ta te -w ide n e t w o r k of pr ivate ly o w n e d mo to r 
serv ice s ta t ions au thor ised to check the mechan ica l cond i t i on of vehic les before renewa l of 
reg is t ra t ion . M o r e speci f ic i n f o rma t i on f o l l ows in regard t o par t icu lar f ie lds of vehic le 
inspect ions. 

Du r i ng the repor t year. Regu la t ions m a d e under the M o t o r Traff ic Ac t w e r e a m e n d e d to 
inc lude the prov is ion of fur ther Aus t ra l ian Des ign Rules and o ther measures to require n e w 
and fu ture m o t o r vehic les to mee t even h igher acc ident avo idance and occupan t p ro tec t i on 
s tandards than prev ious ly app l ied . Recent add i t iona l requ i rements invo lve n e w seat bel t 
s tandards, anchorages for ch i ld rest ra in ts , s ide door s t reng th , seat anchorages and brak ing 
sys tems for passenger cars, d e m i s t i n g of w indsc reens and emiss ion con t ro ls for b o t h pe t ro l 
and diesel eng ined vehic les. 

W o r k P r o g r a m m e . The a u t o m o t i v e eng ineer ing w o r k p r o g r a m m e cur ren t l y inc ludes — 
• an inves t iga t ion o f the t echno logy avai lab le to imp rove veh ic le inspect ion techn iques, 

p rocedures and fac i l i t ies 
• p roduc t i on o f a m a n u a l govern ing t h e inspect ion o f pub l ic veh ic les — the f i rs t of an 

in tended ser ies o f i nspec t ion pub l i ca t ions 
• p roduc t i on o f a veh ic le iden t i f i ca t ion manua l to ease reg is t ra t ion d i f f icu l t ies and to 

i m p r o v e reference mater ia l for o ther needs 
• d e v e l o p m e n t of a scheme to check and cer t i fy the safety of mod i f i ca t i ons and 

accessor ies p roduced on a c o m m e r c i a l basis 
• a u t o m a t i o n of cer ta in admin is t ra t i ve p rocedures assoc ia ted w i t h pub l ic veh ic le 

inspec t ions 
• d e v e l o p m e n t of s imu la to r to assist in the l icence tes t ing of d isab led persons. 

A number of techn ica l repor ts have also been pub l i shed on subjects rang ing f r o m tes t ing o f 
d isabled dr ivers t o a rev iew of per iod ic mo to r veh ic le inspect ions. 

PUBL IC P A S S E N G E R - C A R R Y I N G VEHICLES 

Passenger-car ry ing veh ic les (omn ibuses , tax i -cabs , and pr iva te hire cars) are sub jec t to 
more ex tens ive and more f requen t exam ina t i ons than are pr ivate veh ic les . Such 
exam ina t i ons are m a d e at regular in terva ls by qua l i f ied Depa r tmen ta l Inspectors 
(Mechan ica l ) . Veh ic les in the Me t r opo l i t an . N e w c a s t l e and W o l l o n g o n g Transpor t D is t r ic ts 
are e x a m i n e d more f requen t l y t han those ou ts ide such Dis t r ic ts and . as far as prac t icab le , 
all passenger -car ry ing pub l ic vehic les t h r o u g h o u t the Sta te are exam ined t w i c e each year. 

A specia l ly t ra ined and staf fed O m n i b u s Inspec t ion Sec t ion , based at Fair f ie ld, under takes 
mos t of the regular inspec t ions of pr ivate ly o w n e d omn ibuses in the M e t r o p o l i t a n and 
near -Coun t ry areas 
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PRIVATE VEHICLES 

N e w V e h i c l e s a b o u t t o be r e g i s t e r e d . The d is t r ibu to rs of pract ica l ly all m o t o r cars, l ight 
c o m m e r c i a l vehic les, mo to rcyc les and some l igh t t ra i lers s u b m i t examp les for inspect ion 
at the Depa r tmen t ' s Head Off ice w h e n a n e w mode l is re leased M o s t n e w veh ic le dea lers 
are then au tho r i sed to cert i fy t o the f i tness for reg is t ra t ion o f veh ic les ident ica l w i t h t h e 
e x a m p l e This a r rangemen t is S t a t e - w i d e and reduces the w o r k l o a d for bo th the 
Depa r tmen t and the m o t o r t rade 

U s e d V e h i c l e s a b o u t t o be re r e g i s t e r e d . Veh ic les about to be re- reg is tered after a lapse 
o f a p rev ious reg is t ra t ion must be inspec ted at an A u t h o r i s e d Inspec t ion S ta t ion (as 
descr ibed later) or at a Mo to r Registry w h e r e a D e p a r t m e n t a l Inspector (Mechan ica l ) is 
s ta t ioned. 

A U T H O R I S E D INSPECTION S T A T I O N S C H E M E 

O u t l i n e a n d P u r p o s e o f S c h e m e . In all par ts o f the Sta te (except for a f e w r e m o t e areas) 
serv ice s ta t ions w i t h the necessary faci l i t ies have been appo in ted as A u t h o r i s e d Inspec t ion 
Sta t ions and qua l i f ied members of their staffs have been appo in ted as au thor ised 
examiners to carry out inspect ions of mo to r vehic les. The great ma jor i t y of inspec t ions are 
annua l checks, m a d e immed ia te l y prior to r enewa l o f the reg is t ra t ion , to ensure t ha t 
vehic les accepted for re- reg is t ra t ion m e e t the equ ipmen t requ i rements of t h e M o t o r Traff ic 
Regula t ions. These requ i rements are set out in deta i l in the Rules for Au tho r i sed Inspec t ion 
Sta t ions issued by th is Depar tmen t . A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t area of w o r k concerns s o m e 
second -hand vehic les, w h i c h m u s t be inspec ted at an Au tho r i sed Inspec t ion S ta t i on before 
be ing of fered for sale. Stat ions are also invo lved in the c learance of de fec t no t i ces issued 
for mechan ica l l y de fec t i ve vehic les, i nc lud ing the c learance o f de fec t no t i ces issued for 
some omn ibuses . 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e S c h e m e . Dur ing the year, a m e n d m e n t s to the M o t o r Traf f ic 
Regula t ions w e r e in t roduced to fo rmal ise admin is t ra t i ve a r rangemen ts conce rn ing the 
appo in tmen t of Au tho r i sed Inspect ion S ta t ions and examiners Provis ion w a s also m a d e 
for the a p p o i n t m e n t o f a C o m m i t t e e of Rev iew to consider cases of a l leged improper 
ac t i ons at s ta t ions and to advise the Commiss ione r on ac t ion w h i c h m i g h t be taken . The 
a m e n d m e n t s also p rov ide s ta t ion propr ie tors and veh ic le examine rs w i t h the r ight of 
appeal to the cour ts aga ins t dec is ions o f the Commiss ione r . 

One of the impor tan t changes inc luded in the a m e n d m e n t s w a s to estab l ish the va lue of 
the secur i ty fee or guaran tee to be lodged by s ta t i on p ropr ie to rs at S 1 0 0 . This had 
prev ious ly been $ 2 0 

The Department's Chief Engineer. Mr. Rae French, explaining aspects of the Authorised 
Inspection Station scheme to station proprietors and examiners at a meeting held at Lane C ove. 

I n s t r u c t i o n P r o g r a m m e . In co -ope ra t i on w i t h Trade Organ isa t ions , m e e t i n g s we re he ld 
w i t h staf f f r om Au tho r i sed Inspect ion S ta t ions to enable technica l representa t ives f r o m the 
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D e p a r t m e n t t o expla in aspec ts o f the s c h e m e and to answer ques t ions . M e e t i n g s w e r e 
he ld at Parkes. Dubbo . Nar randera . A lbu ry . Coffs Harbour . Kempsey and Lane Cove , and 
the to ta l a t tendance o f 8 6 3 ind icates the in terest s h o w n by par t i c ipan ts in the scheme . The 
success of these m e e t i n g s in imp rov ing k n o w l e d g e of the s c h e m e and prov id ing an 
in te rchange of ideas has been encourag ing . The p r o g r a m m e w i l l con t i nue to be deve loped . 

S t a t i s t i c s . On 3 0 t h June , 1 9 7 7 , 4 , 5 0 2 Au tho r i sed Inspec t ion Sta t ions e m p l o y i n g 9 , 1 4 0 
examiners we re par t i c ipants in the scheme, c o m p a r e d w i t h 4 , 3 6 5 and 8 . 6 0 4 respect ive ly 
on 3 0 t h June . 1 9 7 6 . S ince the incep t ion o f the Au tho r i sed Inspect ion S ta t i on scheme, the 
ra te o f increase in the n u m b e r o f m o t o r vehic les reg is tered has been , genera l ly , greater 
t han the rate o f increase in the n u m b e r o f examiners . However , in the last t w o years there 
has been a reversal in th is t rend. A p p e n d i x 19 i l lust rates these t rends. 

S u p e r v i s i o n . Checks are m a d e o n the ope ra t i on o f A u t h o r i s e d Inspec t ion S ta t ions to 
ensure tha t as far as p rac t i cab le , de fec t i ve vehic les are not passed as f i t . Th i r ty Inspectors 
(Mechan ica l ) are emp loyed in th is w o r k . They also a t tend to the a p p o i n t m e n t of s ta t ions 
and examiners , and genera l ly advise s ta t ion personne l on all aspects o f the scheme . 

D i s c i p l i n a r y M e a s u r e s . Repor ts of lax i ty or depar tu re f r o m proper s tandards by 
A u t h o r i s e d Inspect ion S ta t i on propr ie tors or examiners are cons idered by a C o m m i t t e e o f 
Rev iew compr i s i ng representa t ives o f m o t o r t rade organ isa t ions and a Depa r tmen ta l 
Cha i rman . On the C o m m i t t e e ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , the Commiss ione r d isqua l i f ied 4 6 
A u t h o r i s e d Inspect ion S ta t ions and 5 4 examiners f r om the scheme dur ing the year e i ther 
indef in i te ly or for per iods of up to t w o years. Th is c o m p a r e s w i t h 4 2 s ta t ions and 5 0 
examiners d isqua l i f ied du r ing the p rev ious year. 

In 8 5 cases all or par t of the secur i ty b o n d w a s for fe i ted . Less ser ious cases w e r e dea l t 
w i t h by the issue o f wa rn ings . 

A p p e a l p r o v i s i o n s . In October . 1 9 7 6 . leg is la t ion became ef fec t ive p rov id ing for appea ls t o 
a Court of Petty Sess ions aga ins t dec is ions of the Commiss ione r to suspend or cancel 
A u t h o r i s e d Inspect ion S ta t i on author i t ies . Dur ing the repor t year three such cases we re 
heard. In each case, the Commiss ioner ' s dec is ion to refuse to issue or to suspend these 
au thor i t ies w a s con f i rmed . H o w e v e r , in one case, the per iod o f suspens ion w a s reduced 
f rom six t o three mon ths . 

DEFECTIVE VEHICLES IN SERVICE 

M o t o r Lo r r y C h e c k i n g S t a t i o n s . Commerc i a l vehic les ca l l i ng at the Lorry Check ing 
S ta t ions at Maru lan and B e r o w r a are. f r o m t ime to t i m e , checked by Inspectors 
(Mechan ica l ) as to the i r f i tness for use on the road. Further i n f o rma t i on on t h e f unc t i on ing 
o f the s ta t ions appears in the sec t ion headed Commerc ia l T ranspor t Services. 

D e f e c t N o t i c e s . Pol ice and au thor ised of f icers of th is D e p a r t m e n t may. under M o t o r 
Traff ic Regulat ion 9 4 B , issue no t ices d i rec t ing tha t vehic les be ing used in defec t ive 
cond i t i on on p u b i c st reets be taken of f t h e road unless repai red. Ser ious de fec ts such as 
fau l ty brakes or steer ing resul t in the issue o f not ices w h i c h immed ia te l y proh ib i t the use of 
the vehic le unt i l the spec i f ied repai rs have been ef fected and the veh ic le is passed as f i t . 
W i t h less ser ious de fec ts , the not ices p e r m i t the veh ic le to con t i nue in use prov ided that , 
w i t h i n a spec i f ied per iod , the repai rs are e f fec ted. In e i ther event , the veh ic le mus t be 
s u b m i t t e d af ter repair t o an A u t h o r i s e d Inspec t ion S ta t ion or a M o t o r Regis t ry w h e r e an 
Inspector (Mechanica l ) is s ta t ioned . 

I n s p e c t i o n o f v e h i c l e s in S e c o n d - H a n d D e a l e r s ' Ya rds . 4 , 1 2 8 second -hand veh ic les 
se lected f r o m those o f fe red for sale in used car yards we re inspec ted du r ing the year. Of 
the vehic les inspected, 1 .794 veh ic les (43%) we re found to be in a sat is factory cond i t i on 
and the ba lance we re defect ive . In 6 8 5 ins tances repairs w e r e ef fected on the spot and in 
1.267 cases " D e f e c t " No t i ces we re issued. The n u m b e r p la tes for 3 8 2 vehic les we re 
sur rendered. 

W h e r e a " D e f e c t " No t i ce is issued, an adhes ive label is a t tached to the w indsc reen of the 
de fec t i ve veh ic le and it is an of fence for any person o ther than a m e m b e r of the Police 
Force or an au thor ised of f icer o f the Depa r tmen t to ob l i te ra te or in ter fere w i t h the label . 

Leg is la t ion admin is te red by the Consumer Af fa i rs Bureau has n o w b e c o m e ef fec t ive w h i c h 
has i n t roduced war ran ty and o ther prov is ions in to second-hand m o t o r dealer t ransact ions . 
A n u m b e r of Inspectors o f the Bureau 's staf f have been au thor ised to carry out inspec t ions 
of m o t o r vehic les he ld for resale, and supp lement the w o r k car r ied ou t in th is area by the 
Depa r tmen t ' s o w n staff. 

N u m b e r o f N o t i c e s i s s u e d . The to ta l n u m b e r o f " D e f e c t " Not ices issued in 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 as 
c o m p a r e d w i t h the p rev ious t w o years is s h o w n hereunder 

1 9 7 4 7 5 1 9 7 5 - 7 6 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 
3 4 . 9 9 4 3 1 . 9 0 7 2 8 . 3 4 5 



T R A F F I C P L A N N I N G 

T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y S e c r e t a r i a t . S ince the es tab l i shmen t o f the Traff ic A u t h o r i t y of N e w 
Sou th Wa les on 1st June . 1 9 7 6 w i t h the Commiss ione r for M o t o r Transpor t appo in ted as 
its Cha i rman , a Secre tar ia t to the Traf f ic A u t h o r i t y has f u n c t i o n e d as a Branch of the 
Depar tmen t . 

The Secre tar ia t compr i ses admin is t ra t i ve and technica l o f f icers w i t h w i d e exper ience in 
t raf f ic p lann ing and admin is t ra t ion . Its role is to p rov ide pro fess iona l and admin i s t ra t i ve 
ass is tance to the Traff ic Au tho r i t y and i ts subo rd ina te c o m m i t t e e s and in the co -o rd ina t i on 
of i n t e r -depa r tmen ta l act iv i t ies. It a lso under takes p lann ing and research p ro jec ts 
assoc ia ted w i t h po l icy deve lopmen t . 

Under the Traff ic A u t h o r i t y Ac t . the Traf f ic A u t h o r i t y of N e w Sou th W a l e s is requ i red t o 
s u b m i t i ts o w n A n n u a l Report to Par l iament . I ts act iv i t ies, there fo re , are not de ta i led here. 
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Other Functions, 
Staff, Premises 
and Data Processing 
I 

OTHER F U N C T I O N S 

L i c e n s i n g o f T o w T r u c k O p e r a t o r s a n d D r i ve rs . The Tow-T ruck Ac t requi res the 
opera to rs of t o w - t r u c k s to ho ld a l icence for each t o w - t r u c k and each dr iver or "o f f - s ide r " 
to ho ld a dr iver 's cer t i f ica te . 

The ob jec t o f the leg is la t ion is to m in im ise cer ta in abuses in the indust ry and to ensure tha t 
persons w h o opera te t o w - t r u c k s or w h o are emp loyed on or abou t t h e m are o f g o o d 
character . Tow- t r uck l icences and dr ivers ' cer t i f i ca tes are issued under the au tho r i t y of the 
Commiss ione r for M o t o r Transpor t w h o is e m p o w e r e d by the A c t to refuse or cancel 
l icences and cer t i f icates. T o w - t r u c k l icences and dr ivers ' cer t i f i ca tes are not issued unless 
the Commiss ioner is sat is f ied tha t the app l i can t is a person o f g o o d character and in the 
case o f l icences that the vehic le and i ts e q u i p m e n t are su i tab le . 

A n i m p o r t a n t prov is ion of the scheme is tha t dr ivers o f t o w - t r u c k s mus t ob ta in a s igned 
fo rm of au thor i t y f r o m the o w n e r or person in charge of an acc i den t -damaged vehic le 
before it may be t o w e d . The t o w - t r u c k opera to r is requi red to keep records of t o w i n g 
opera t ions and to p roduce t h e m on d e m a n d to an au thor ised person. 

O n 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 7 . 1 .808 l icences and 4 . 2 1 5 cer t i f i ca tes we re in issue as against 1 ,843 
and 4 . 1 2 2 respect ive ly on 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 6 . Dur ing the year six app l i ca t ions for l icences 
and 1 0 2 for cer t i f i ca tes w e r e re fused by the Commiss ioner . Four app l i ca t ions for renewa l 
o f dr ivers ' cer t i f i ca tes and t w o for r enewa l o f l icences we re re fused. T w o cer t i f i ca tes w e r e 
cance l led . There w e r e 2 3 appeals against the refusal to grant a cer t i f i ca te of w h i c h 12 
w e r e uphe ld . T w o appeals we re lodged aga ins t the refusal to renew a l icence, one w a s 
uphe ld . 

L i c e n s i n g o f M o t o r V e h i c l e D r i v i n g I n s t r u c t o r s . The M o t o r Veh ic le Dr iv ing Ins t ruc to rs 
A c t requi res profess ional ins t ruc tors engaged in teach ing persons t o dr ive mo to r vehic les 
to be l icensed. L icensed dr iv ing ins t ruc to rs mus t be med ica l l y f i t and h igh ly c o m p e t e n t 
dr ivers o f good charac te r w h o k n o w the t ra f f ic l aws tho rough ly and are capable o f 
i m p a r t i n g their k n o w l e d g e and skil l . Regu la t ions under the A c t requi re t ha t t ra in ing 
veh ic les used by l icensed ins t ruc tors m u s t be safe and proper ly equ ipped and f i t ted w i t h 
dua l foo tb rake and c lu tch pedals (if appl icable) . On 3 0 t h June , 1 9 7 7 . 1.947 l icences w e r e 
in issue as against 1 .998 on 3 0 t h June . 1 9 7 6 The d iscre t ionary p o w e r s confer red on the 
Commiss ione r by the A c t we re exerc ised aga in th is year w h e n 12 app l i can ts w e r e re fused 
l icences. One of these app l icants appea led successfu l ly to the Court . Dur ing the year four 
l icences w e r e cance l led . One appea l to the Court against cance l la t ion w a s uphe ld . 

Log B o o k s for D r i v e r s o f H e a v y V e h i c l e s . To assist in t h e en fo r cemen t of l im i ts on hours 

35 



of d r iv ing the M o t o r Traff ic Act imposes in the in terests of safety. Regula t ions under the 
Act have for some years required the dr iver of a mo to r vehic le tha t w e i g h s more than t w o 
tonnes un laden and is operated ou ts ide a radius of 8 0 k m f rom i ts"usual depo t , to carry and 
comp le te a prescr ibed log book of his hours o f d r iv ing and per iods of rest 

S ince 1st May. 1 9 6 7 log books have been obta inab le only by the dr ivers personal ly f r o m 
this Depa r tmen t or the cor respond ing au thor i t y in another Sta te or Terr i tory This year 
2 4 . 6 4 4 books we re issued by th is Depar tmen t . 2 1 , 0 3 2 go ing to dr ivers w h o we re 
res idents of N e w Sou th Wales and 3 ,61 2 to dr ivers f r o m other States A nom ina l charge of 
$ 1 per book is made to cover p roduc t ion costs 

D i s a b l e d P e r s o n s ' P a r k i n g A u t h o r i t y . S ince 1st October, 1 9 7 2 the Depar tmen t has 
admin is te red the car park ing concess ion p rov ided by the Gove rnmen t to assist d isabled 
persons w h o have pe rmanen t l y lost the use of one or b o t h legs or are o the rw i se severely 
phys ica l ly hand icapped and unable to wa lk or able to wa lk on ly short d is tances 

The concess ion a l lows a vehic le used by a d isab led person to exceed a s ign-pos ted park ing 
t ime l im i t whe re the l im i t is more than 3 0 m inu tes and also a l l ows free park ing at park ing 
mete rs whe re the t ime l imi t is more than 3 0 m inu tes The concess ion is avai lab le not only 
for l icensed dr ivers but to any person so d isab led w h o requires the use of a mo to r vehic le 

A d isab led person ob ta ins f rom the Depa r tmen t an author i ty card , g iv ing deta i ls of the 
holder and the vehic le nom ina ted , for d isp lay on the w indsc reen of the vehic le w h e n it is 
be ing used by the d isabled person 

Since the incept ion of the scheme, 6 , 5 9 4 d isab led persons ' park ing au thor i t ies have been 
issued 

G e n e r a l E m p l o y m e n t . Natural g r o w t h occur red in the Depar tmen t ' s major act iv i t ies, but 
progressive incorpora t ion of records in to the " O n - l i n e " compute r sys tem necess i ta ted the 
rec ru i tmen t of on ly a sma l l number of add i t iona l c ler ical of f icers 

Profess ional and semi -pro fess iona l staff we re recru i ted S o m e w o r k e d in a temporary 
capac i ty in the Traff ic Acc iden t Research Uni t 

Three apprent ice carpenters and one apprent ice painter we re also inden tu red to the 
Depa r tmen t du r ing the year 

T R A I N I N G A N D INSTRUCTION 

To assist of f icers to deve lop m a x i m u m eff ic iency, a p r o g r a m m e of staff t ra in ing con t i nued 
th roughou t the year. It inc luded — 

• Par t ic ipat ion o f Staf f Tra in ing Off icers in "on the j o b " ins t ruc t iona l courses 

Staff Training Officer. Mr Dan Clarke, explaining to trainee staff' the functions oj a com
munication terminal, which provides quick visual or printed reference to the Department's com
puterised records system. 

S T A F F 
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• Ins t ruc t ion by the Staf f T ra in ing Sec t i on to imp rove the ef f ic iency o f of f icers, 
par t i cu la r ly those conce rned w i t h the con t i nu ing convers ion o f records to the " O n 
l i n e " c o m p u t e r sys tem 

• Ins t ruc t ion of of f icers in le t ter w r i t i n g and te lephone answer ing techn iques 

• A t t e n d a n c e o f senior of f icers at seminars conduc ted by the Royal Inst i tu te of Publ ic 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the Publ ic Serv ice Board. 

• Par t ic ipat ion by senior of f icers in the admin is t ra t i ve staff courses at the Un ivers i ty of 
N e w Sou th Wales . 

• A t t e n d a n c e of o f f icers at res ident ia l courses in m a n a g e m e n t o f fe red by the Public 
Serv ice Board . 

• Sponsorsh ip of t w o Depa r tmen ta l of f icers to s tudy law th rough the So l ic i to rs 
A d m i s s i o n Board. 

• Par t i c ipa t ion o f of f icers in a superv isor d e v e l o p m e n t course conduc ted by the Staff 
D e v e l o p m e n t B ranch . Publ ic Serv ice Board. 

• Par t i c ipa t ion of o f f icers in admin is t ra t i ve ins t ruc t iona l courses w h i c h are special ly 
des igned for Depa r tmen ta l purposes to help of f icers deve lop their manager ia l 
po ten t ia l . 

• A t t e n d a n c e o f admin i s t ra t i ve and pro fess iona l staff at ex terna l courses and seminars 
w h i c h are des igned to improve w o r k techn iques a n d / o r to assist in h u m a n resource 
d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m m e s 

• A t t e n d a n c e of o f f icers at m a n a g e m e n t seminars in coun t ry cent res sponsored by the 
Publ ic Serv ice Board . 

• The techn ica l t ra in ing o f apprent ices in the e lect r ica l , carpent ry and pa in t ing t rades 

• Screen ing o f specia l t ra in ing f i lms. 

• Fur ther educa t i on o f ex is t ing staf f and a con t i nua t i on o f the p r o g r a m m e s of t ra in ing 
for S y s t e m s Ana lys ts . P rog rammers . Compu te r Opera tors and Mach ine Opera tors 
(Data Entry a n d / o r Punch and Ver i f ier) , des igned to equ ip t h e m w i t h the ski l ls 
necessary for " O n - l i n e " ope ra t i on o f a 3 7 0 M o d e l 1 4 5 compu te r . 

• A course in M o t o r Registry p rocedures 

P E R S O N N E L 

N u m b e r o f e m p l o y e e s . On 3 0 t h June . 1 9 7 7 . 2 . 7 1 2 persons we re in the emp loy of the 
Depar tmen t , c o m p a r e d w i t h 3 . 0 8 5 at 3 0 t h J u n e . 1 9 7 6 . The large decrease in staf f 
numbers w a s caused by the t ransfer o f 3 8 7 personnel to the D e p a r t m e n t of M a i n Roads on 
1st Ju ly . 1 9 7 6 v ide the Traff ic A u t h o r i t y Ac t , 1 9 7 6 . Deta i ls are g iven in A p p e n d i x 2 0 . 

The f o l l o w i n g changes w e r e m a d e in execu t ive pos i t ions du r ing the year under rev iew. 

Mr . M . J . Cahi l l w a s appo in ted Execut ive D i rec tor (Managemen t ) . 
Mr . N. C. M . Sk inner w a s appo in ted Execut ive D i rec tor (Pol icy). 
Mr . E. B. B lackhal l w a s appo in ted Secretary . 
Mr . K. D W a l s h w a s appo in ted Execut ive Ass is tan t ( M a n a g e m e n t ) . 
M r K. J . M u n g o v e n w a s appo in ted Execut ive Ass is tan t (Pol icy). 
Mr . P. C. Caines w a s appo in ted Chief Super in tenden t . 

M E D I C A L 

A Med ica l Branch w i t h i n the D e p a r t m e n t p rov ides an au tho r i ta t i ve basis for dec is ion 
regard ing the med ica l f i tness of persons app l y i ng for . or ho ld ing , l icences t o dr ive or r ide 
m o t o r vehic les. 

The Branch 's o the r w o r k inc ludes emergency a t ten t i on in cases of s taf f acc iden ts or 
i l lnesses and med ica l examina t i on o f s taf f and app l icants for e m p l o y m e n t . 

A First A i d Corps, under the superv is ion o f the Chief Med i ca l Off icer, is act ive w i t h i n the 
Depar tmen t . The Corps has 2 0 2 m e m b e r s and dur ing the year under rev iew f irst a id 
classes w e r e c o n d u c t e d at six major Depa r tmen ta l locat ions. 

L A N D A N D B U I L D I N G S 

I The po l i cy o f rep lac ing inadequate m o t o r regist ry p remises w i t h m o d e r n of f ices and 
acqu i r ing land for fu ture d e v e l o p m e n t w a s ma in ta ined w i t h i n the l im i ts of the rest r ic ted 
f inances avai lab le 
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A l t h o u g h the l im i ted funds cur ta i led the p roposed cap i ta l w o r k s p r o g r a m m e it w a s poss ib le 
to make some reduc t i on in the back log of l ong -s tand ing needs by the cons t ruc t i on of n e w 
and the renova t ion of ex is t ing of f ices and acqu i r ing land for fu ture d e v e l o p m e n t in areas 
w h e r e the need w a s mos t press ing. 

A c h i e v e m e n t s . Dur ing the year land w a s acqui red at W a g g a W a g g a for re loca t ion of the 
present Regional Of f ice and M o t o r Registry and sites ad jo in ing the Depa r tmen t ' s 
p roper t ies at A rm ida le and Bever ly Hi l ls w e r e pu rchased for fu ture ex tens ion of the yard 
areas at those cen t res Extens ion o f the bu i ld ing at A r m i d a l e is c o n t e m p l a t e d . 

Cons t ruc t i on of a n e w Dis t r ic t Of f ice and M o t o r Registry at Kogarah and a n e w M o t o r 
Regis t ry at W a u c h o p e we re c o m p l e t e d du r ing the repor t year and w o r k had also s ta r ted on 
p remises at To ron to and K iama A Dist r ic t Of f ice and M o t o r Registry bu i l d i ng w a s near ing 
c o m p l e t i o n at L iverpool to replace the ex is t ing M o t o r Registry bu i ld ing . 

A s the f i rs t s tage of a p r o g r a m m e to prov ide shel ters for inspect ion pit areas at Regist r ies 
w h e r e f u l l - t ime Inspectors (Mechan ica l ) are s ta t ioned , shel ters have been erec ted at 
Gosford . L idcombe and Five Dock and cons t ruc t i on is we l l advanced at M a i t l a n d . 
W o l l o n g o n g . N e w c a s t l e and B l a c k t o w n As an in te r im measure unt i l the M o t o r Registr ies 
can be en la rged or re located m o t o r veh ic le ho is ts and shel ters w e r e insta l led at W a g g a 
W a g g a . Queanbeyan and A lbu ry . 

A t the Depa r tmen t ' s Head Off ice, ma jo r a l te ra t ions and add i t ions t o the m o t o r veh ic le 
inspect ion area w e r e c o m p l e t e d t o prov ide a m o r e conven ien t serv ice for persons 
p resen t ing m o t o r vehic les for inspect ion Modern i sa t i on of o f f i ce space has taken p lace 
and large areas carpe ted to imp rove staff w o r k i n g cond i t i ons and t o cut c lean ing cos ts of 
the Head Of f ice comp lex . 

During the year motor vehicle inspection areas at the Department's Head Office and at some 
Motor Registries were covered for protection on wet days. Pictured is the shelter at Head Office 
which is the largest of its type completed. 

W o r k s tar ted on the ins ta l la t ion of a no-break powe r sys tem to ensure a con t i nuous powe r 
supply to the Depa r tmen t ' s c o m p u t e r records sys tem to m in im i se the l i ke l ihood o f loss o f 
access t o the records t h r o u g h p o w e r fa i lure. 

P r o p o s e d A c t i v i t i e s . Plans to a c o m p l e t e d des ign s tage w e r e be ing deve loped at the 
year 's end so that as soon as f unds b e c o m e avai lab le urgent pro jec ts can be put in hand 
w i t h o u t de lay 

Proposals in th is regard are the cons t ruc t ion of a n e w M o t o r Regis t ry at M o u n t D r u m and 
a l tera t ions to the M o t o r Regis t ry at Ryde, the Dist r ic t Of f ices at L ismore and M a i t l a n d and 
the inspect ion area at Chul lora M o t o r Registry. Prior i ty w i l l be g iven to the e rec t ion of a 
renewa ls annexe in an unused area o f the yard at B l a c k t o w n M o t o r Registry to prov ide 
relief f r o m the o v e r c r o w d e d cond i t i ons tha t exist at tha t of f ice. 
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Plans are we l l advanced for the modern isa t ion of the Head Off ice Mo to r Registry and other 
uses are p lanned for depo ts at M a n l y and Parramat ta n o w temporar i l y occup ied by staff of 
the Depar tmen t of M a i n Roads 

The es tab l i shment of a M o t o r Registry in the War r i ngah dist r ic t is p lanned to supp lement 
the Mo to r Registr ies at Man ly , Cammeray and Wai ta ra and the needs of other suburban 
areas o f Sydney are be ing examined Land ad jo in ing the Penri th Mo to r Registry for 
ex tens ion of the yard is be ing acqui red and also a site at A lbury for re locat ion of the 
ex is t ing Registry 

A feasibi l i ty s tudy has c o m m e n c e d on the possib i l i ty o f subs t i tu t ing " shop f r o n t " M o t o r 
Regist r ies for present conven t iona l Mo to r Registr ies in the Me t ropo l i t an area and to 
conduc t venic le inspect ions and dr iv ing tests on ly at a m u c h smal ler number of "veh ic le 
inspect ion and dr iv ing test cen t res " s t ra teg ica l ly located in the Me t ropo l i t an area 

Bui ld ing sites at Gunnedah , Coffs Harbour and C a m p b e l l t o w n w i l l be acqui red immed ia te l y 
funds become avai lable, and o ther land needs have been recognised. 

The Department has various trade workshops to assist in the economic maintenance oj its 
properties. Departmental tradesmen carry out most oj the repairs and major renovations re
quired. Pictured is the carpenters' workshop. 

DATA PROCESSING 

Storage capaci ty of the " O n - l i n e " compu te r sys tem w a s increased dur ing the report year 
by the insta l la t ion o f six I B M 3 3 5 0 disk s torage uni ts each hav ing a capaci ty of 3 1 7 mi l l ion 
characters Add i t i ona l l y , four of the ex is t ing I B M 3 3 3 0 uni ts we re upgraded f rom M o d e l I 
to M o d e l II doub l i ng their s torage capac i ty to 2 0 0 mi l l ion characters per un i t The expand
ed disk capaci ty w a s needed to cater for p lanned deve lopmen t of the sys tem. 

T w o of the four I B M 3 4 2 0 tape devices we re also upgraded This has bo th enhanced the 
speed at w h i c h disk f i les are cop ied to magne t i c tape for backup purposes and reduced the 
n u m b e r o f tapes requi red for th is opera t ion . 

In con junc t ion w i t h the upgrad ing of disk s torage uni ts and tape devices, an add i t iona l data 
t ransfer channel w a s insta l led to provide more access paths be tween the centra l process
ing un i ts and disk s torage un i ts This ac t ion was taken to improve speed and ensure con 
t inu i ty of access to all disk s torage un i ts 
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E Q U I P M E N T 

The m a i n c o m p o n e n t s o f the "On- l ine" compu te r sys tem as deve loped at the c lose of the 
report year w e r e — 

PROCESSING A N D I N F O R M A T I O N RETRIEVAL 

Cent ra l Processing Uni ts — I B M S y s t e m 3 7 0 / 1 5 8 
— 2 0 0 0 K ma in memory . 
I B M S y s t e m 3 7 0 / 1 4 5 
— 5 1 2 K m a i n m e m o r y 

2 4 dr ives I B M 3 3 0 0 - 1 1 . 6 dr ives 
I B M 3 3 5 0 magne t i c disk s torage — 
6 . 7 0 2 mi l l i on charac ters 

2 I B M 3 4 2 0 - 0 0 3 
2 I B M 3 4 2 0 0 0 6 

2 I B M 1 4 0 3 

2 I B M 3 5 0 5 

3 3 I B M 3 2 7 7 visual d isp lays. 
12 Genesis G 7 7 v isual d isp lays 
1 4 I B M 3 2 8 4 pr inter t e rm ina l s 

Remote — M o t o r Registr ies — 3 0 I B M 2 7 4 0 c o m m u n i c a t i o n te rm ina ls 
w i t h d o c u m e n t p r i n t i ng capab i l i t y 

Pol ice D e p a r t m e n t — 8 I B M 3 2 7 7 v isual d isp lays 
1 I B M 3 2 7 5 visual d isp lay 
5 I B M 3 2 8 4 pr in ter te rmina ls . 
1 I B M 2 7 4 0 c o m m u n i c a t i o n te rm ina l 

D A T A COLLECTION 

4 x "G.C.S . 2 1 0 0 " key -d i sk - tape-sys tems — 7 6 v isual d isp lay en t ry te rm ina ls 

3 Opscan m o d e l 17 d o c u m e n t readers 

Dur ing the year the da ta co l lec t ion s y s t e m w a s upg raded by the ins ta l la t ion o f an 
add i t iona l cen t ra l p rocess ing un i t and by expand ing the disk capac i ty of ex is t ing equip
ment . 

Specia l s w i t c h i n g equ ipmen t w a s also insta l led enab l ing per iphera l e q u i p m e n t — tape 
dr ives, disk dr ives and da ta entry te rm ina ls — t o be in te rchangeab le , so ensur ing con 
t i nuous ope ra t i on o f the sys tem 

OTHER M A J O R D E V E L O P M E N T S 

• I n t roduc t i on o f a sys tem des igned to pe rm i t h igh v o l u m e rout ine co r respondence t o 
be au tomat i ca l l y processed by the c o m p u t e r in l ieu of hav ing to be t y p e d I ts use 
of fers such advan tages as reduced t ime spent in let ter p r o d u c t i o n , greater accuracy 
and the ar rang ing of f ixed and var iable da ta in such a manner tha t the f in ished ar t ic le 
is personal ised and of high qua l i t y 

• Pre l iminary w o r k assoc ia ted w i t h conver t i ng the Traff ic Conv ic t i on Records to the 
" O n - l i n e " c o m p u t e r sys tem is we l l advanced and it is an t i c ipa ted that the ac tua l 
convers ion w i l l beg in dur ing the next repor t year 

• I n t roduc t i on f r o m 1st January . 1 9 7 7 . of a g raded l icence scheme for mo to r cyc l is ts 
necess i ta ted m o t o r cycle da ta recorded o n the " O n - l i n e " sys tem be ing analysed to 
ident i fy the capac i t y and s t roke of ind iv idua l eng ines 

• A l l reg is t ra t ion deta i l on the " O n - l i n e " sys tem w a s conver ted to ref lect me t r i c in lieu 
of imper ia l w e i g h t s . 

• It w a s also necessary to rerate. in accordance w i t h a n e w met r ic tab le , vehic les 
subject to the p a y m e n t of charges under the Road M a i n t e n a n c e (Cont r ibu t ion) Ac t , 
1 9 5 8 

• In add i t i on , records for l icensed dr ivers w e r e scanned to ident i fy and conve r t t o met r ic 
any res t r ic t ion concern ing the w e i g h t o f a veh ic le p e r m i t t e d to be dr iven 

Mass S to rage 

Tape Dr ives 

Line Pr inters 

Card Readers 

INQUIRY S Y S T E M S 

In -House 



A sys tem of in teract ive p r o g r a m m i n g th rough v isual d isplay screens w a s in t roduced 
enab l ing p r o g r a m m e s to be w r i t t en more qu ick ly t h a n w a s prev ious ly possib le. 

• Acc iden t data for the Traf f ic Acc iden t Research Un i t is n o w s to red on and processed 
by the " O n - l i n e " c o m p u t e r sys tem. 

PROPOSED D E V E L O P M E N T 

• Fur ther re f i nemen t of the " O n - l i n e " sys tem for increased opera t iona l ef f ic iency. 

• Feasibi l i ty s tudy into deve lopmen t of a c o m b i n e d dr iver / r ider l icence scheme . 

• A u t o m a t i c c o m p u t e r p rocess ing o f reg is t ra t ion refunds. 

• S tudy o f feasib i l i ty of convers ion to " O n - l i n e " p rocess ing of m a n u a l accoun t i ng 
func t ions , payro l l and personne l records. 

• Fur ther expans ion of " I n - h o u s e " inqui ry ne twork . 

• Extension o f " R e m o t e " inqu i ry n e t w o r k to serv ice add i t iona l M o t o r Registr ies. 

STORES A N D S T A T I O N E R Y 

The Stores Branch ob ta ins the w i d e range of i tems used by the Depa r tmen t t h r o u g h o u t the 
Sta te These inc lude mo to r vehic les, of f ice fu rn i tu re , reg is t ra t ion n u m b e r p la tes , of f ice 
s ta t ionery and p r in t i ng mater ia l . 

The w o r k car r ied ou t in t h e Print Room inc ludes the p r in t i ng o f all cash register f o rms w i t h 
the excep t ion o f con t i nuous s ta t ionery f o rms used by the c o m p u t e r t o prepare reg is t ra t ion 
and l icence renewa l not ices. Dur ing the year the bulk o f the Depa r tmen t ' s s ta t ionery 
requ i rements , publ ic i n fo rma t ion leaf lets, ins t ruc t ion manua ls , repor ts and a var ie ty of 
s ta t ionery i tems w e r e also p roduced 

LEFT: During the year outmoded mail dispatching equipment was replaced with modern 
machines. The machines automatically insert material into envelopes and seal them at the rate 
of 5.000 an hour. 

RIGHT: The Department is self sufficient in most aspects of its day-to-day activities and has a 
well equipped print room which produces and prints a wide range of stationery requirements. 

M A I L H A N D L I N G 

Dur ing t h e year approx ima te l y 7.3 m i l l i on i tems of mai l we re prepared by the Depa r tmen t 
for t ransmiss ion to the Ma i l Exchange. To cope w i t h the large v o l u m e , the p repara t ion and 
enve lop ing o f Depa r tmen ta l ma i l is a l m o s t exc lus ive ly hand led by m o d e r n au toma t i c 
processes. 

CLUB 

A n act ive Socia l C lub w i t h 2 . 2 0 0 m e m b e r s plays a v i ta l role in the p romo t i on of good staff 
re lat ions. Socia l func t ions he ld du r ing the year inc luded a bal l , p icn ics, theat re par t ies and 
harbour cruises. 

SOCIAL 

I 
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For the conven ience of staff at Head Off ice the Soc ia l C lub opera tes a s tore t ha t has for 
sale a w i d e var ie ty o f goods A l l p ro f i ts f r o m the s tore are used to subsid ise o ther c lub 
act iv i t ies and to g ive f inanc ia l ass is tance to spo r t i ng bod ies act ive w i t h i n the D e p a r t m e n t 

Branches o f the Club have been es tab l i shed in the f ive coun t ry reg ions at Newcas t l e . 
W o l l o n g o n g . A r m i d a l e . W a g g a W a g g a and Dubbo . 

CREDIT U N I O N 

The M o t o r Transpor t Employees ' Credi t Un ion Ltd opera tes w i t h i n the D e p a r t m e n t to 
encourage sys temat i c sav ing and as a source of cash loans at equ i tab le in terest ra tes 
M e m b e r s h i p is n o w 4 . 0 1 5 . 
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A P P E N D I X I 

S U M M A R Y O F C O L L E C T I O N S 

From 1st Ju l y . 1976 to 30th June, 1977 

Previous 
Year 

S 

Year ended 
30th June. 1977 

S 

Motor Vehicle Taxation (net) o n -

90.239.209 

(a) Motor Vehicles, other than public motor vehicles in the 
Metropolitan. Wollongong and Newcastle Transport Districts (paid 

11 2.056.742 

440.127 
(b) Public motor vehicles in the Metropolitan. Wollongong and 

Newcastle Transport Districts (paid into Public Vehicles Fund) . . . . 1.066.782 

91,179,336 113.123.524 

Ton-mileage Charges (net) o n -

20.267.776 
Commcrcial goods vehicles of more than lour tons carrying capacity 

1 ".804.661 

59.554,389 

Fees for motor vehicle registration, driver and rider licences, etc. and 
miscellaneous collections (paid into Road Transport and Traffic-
Fund) 61.057.441 

160.188.869 
Insurance Premiums (net) for Government Insurance Office under Motor 

173,494,311 

1,946,945 
Road Transport and Traffic Fund Advance Payments Account -

2.014,444 

24.672.683 

Ad-valorem Stamp Duty (net) on motor vehicle registrations under 
Stamp Duties Act. 1920, as amended (paid into Consolidated 

41,655,824 

727.425 
Traffic Accident Research Account - Receipts for issue of specially 

461.485 

72,846 

Service Licence Fees in respect of Government and Private motor 
omnibus services in the Metropolitan, Wollongong and Newcastle 
Transport Districts (paid into Public Vehicles Fund) 75.022 

610.588 

Charges (net) in respect of the carriage of goods and passengers on 
journeys in compctiUon with Government transport services: licence 
and permit fees, etc. (paid into State Transport (Co-ordination) 
Fund) 6I4.0OS 

359.220.857 414.806.267 

1.937.606 774.237 

4.585.058 4.405.231 

365.743.521 419.990.735 

45 



A P P E N D I X 2 

S I M M A R Y OK D I S B l K S K M I N T S 

FrOM M Ju l>. 1476 to 30th June. 1977 

Previous 
Year 

s 

Costs of Administrat ion-Department of Motor Transport -
Salaries and Wages 

Recoup in Consolidated Revenue—Costs of Police Traffic Sen ices 

Year ended 
30th June. 1977 

S 

22.244,187 
1.921.387 

7.494.891 

Costs of Administrat ion-Department of Motor Transport -
Salaries and Wages 

Recoup in Consolidated Revenue—Costs of Police Traffic Sen ices 

24.608.508 
3.291.630 

8.052.018 

31.660.465 

Costs of Administrat ion-Department of Motor Transport -
Salaries and Wages 

Recoup in Consolidated Revenue—Costs of Police Traffic Sen ices 

35.952.156 

24.726.473 
750.000 

Costs of Administrat ion-Department of Motor Transport -
Salaries and Wages 

Recoup in Consolidated Revenue—Costs of Police Traffic Sen ices 20.927.835 
750.000 

25,476.473 
Provision o f Traffic 1 aci l i l ies-

21.677.835 

5.551.457 
(.1171.176 

Provision o f Traffic 1 aci l i l ies-

8.622.633 

Provision o f Traffic 1 aci l i l ies-

2.160.086 

100.000 

105.969.165 
752.415 

I'.ivmcnl lo I r . i l l ic facilities fund under Section 2.< 
of the Traffic AulhoriU \ c l . 1476 

Payments 10 Public Transport Commiss ion ol New South Wales— 

Payments to Roads Authorit ies 

10.736.250 

30.000 

126.881.496 
787.789 

106.721.580 

Collections received for and transmitted t o -

127.669.285 

160.188.869 
24.672.683 

Collections received for and transmitted t o -
175.494.311 
41.655.824 

184.861.552 

Road Transport and Traffic Fund Advance Payments Account IT7677 

217.150.135 

1.725..175 
10.126 

Road Transport and Traffic Fund Advance Payments Account IT7677 
2.269.945 

14.150 

1.735.501 2.284.095 

361.338.290 
4.405.231 

415.499,756 
4.490.979 

i i it r u i n T i v 
365,743,521 4 1 v .yvu , /.i> 
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U M ' K M H N 5 

P A Y M E N T S F R O M P U B L I C V E H I C L E S F U N D 

• In Councils and other authorities required to maintain roads used b\ hus services 

• in reduction ol capital debt of Government bus services 

Paid to— 
Payments made durum vear ended 

.10th June—' Paid to— 

1976 1977 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT DISTRICT— s s 
(a) Councils— 

Ash field 9.221 9.218 
II.J84 9.571 
.'5.171 36.253 

Baulkham Mills 2.205 4.701 
19.144 22.211 
4.996 J.208 
9.620 9.419 

292 1.466 
<.K.<5 7.561 

29.950 30.169 
Concord 7.649 7.069 

7.068 6.633 
22.439 28.288 
12.896 13.448 
5.731 9.858 

Hunters Hi l l 2.025 2.186 
Hurstvillc 14.554 14.083 

8.120 8.791 
8.662 10.723 
4.648 4.411 

21.578 19.635 
11.303 18.992 
6.246 (.,1.60 

Marrickvil le 15.382 15.024 
4.820 4.690 

North Sydney 11.871 11.717 
18.749 22.856 

Penrith 5.199 7.772 
37.289 36.151 

Rockdale 14.181 16.609 
Ryde 12.056 14.175 

8.695 7,845 
Strathficld 6.710 (..'«< 

11.383 16.559 
Sydney 126.436 117.897 

12.753 12.306 
14.939 13.230 
18.351 18.254 

645 1.038 
124 388 

16.632 15.537 

(b) Authorities— 
Public Transport Commission of 

Ne» South Wales (Rail Division) 67 — 
$11 — 
142 634 

595.727 623.619 
(c( Capital Debt Reduction 31.938 30.904 

T O T A L - M E T R O P O I 11 W 627.665 6$4.>23 

NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT DISTRICT— 
(a) Council— 

55.875 55.600 
13.849 19.264 
3.380 3.579 

635 561 
114 — 
12 114 
— 190 
— 474 

73.865 79.782 
2.590 3.098 

T O T A L — N E W C A S T I 1 76.455 82.880 

w o l 1 ONGONG IK W S I ' O R l D I S T R I C T -
Councils— 

• T O T A L — W O l . l . O M .< )N( . 

COM BIN I D ( i R A N D TOI \ l 

42.611 
5.665 

5 
14 

44.899 
4.976 

78 
351 
82 

w o l 1 ONGONG IK W S I ' O R l D I S T R I C T -
Councils— 

• T O T A L — W O l . l . O M .< )N( . 

COM BIN I D ( i R A N D TOI \ l 

48.295 50.386 

w o l 1 ONGONG IK W S I ' O R l D I S T R I C T -
Councils— 

• T O T A L — W O l . l . O M .< )N( . 

COM BIN I D ( i R A N D TOI \ l 752.415 787.789 

NOTES: (a) The amount each Council receives reflects the number and weight of the buses and the amount of 
timetabled running. 

(b) The amount applied as "Capital Debt Reduction" is half of the service licence lee lor the services in the 
respective Transport Districts. 

•(c) No capital debt reduction as Government bus services do nol operate in Wollongong Dislricl 
• (d) Denotes Councils which although not in the Transport Districts under which thc> arc listed share in 

the payments because buses registered in those districts operate on their roads. 
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A P P E N D I X 6 

S T A T E T R A N S P O R T ( C O - O R D I N A T I O N ) F U N D 

Statements o f Receipts and Payments for the sear ended 30th June. 1977 

Receipts Payments 

Previous 
Year 

Year ended 
30th June. 

1977 

Previous 
Year 

Year ended 
30th June. 

1977 

S 
182.060 

583.728 
953 

Balance brought forward from 
previous year 

State Transport (Co-ordination) 
Act, 1931. 

Less Refunds 

S 
91.194 

599.114 
844 

S 

601.454 

Contribution to Road Transport 
and Traffic Fund towards cost 
of administration 

Distribution of revenue under 
Section 26(7) o f the State 
Transpor t (Co-ordination) 

S 

619.189 

582,775 598.270 A c t -

23.812 22.741 Public Transport Commission 
o f New South Wales 

3,081 1.593 . 
100.000 Railways Division «0.(KK) 

Revenue in respect o f the carriage 
o f passengers — Revenue in respect o f the carriage 
o f passengers — 701,454 Total Payments (-49.189 

— — 
Security Deposits held at 30th 

June — — 961 
Security Deposits held at 30th 

June 1.130 

920 
Revenue in respect of the carriage 

8.599 

91.194 Balance in Fund at 30th June . . . 56.010 

8.599 

920 ' DrT 87599 

610.588 614.005 

1.035 
Security Deposits-

Balance from previous year 
Receipts 

961 
| ( ,9 

1.035 1.130 

74 — 
9(. | 1.130 

793.609 706.329 793.609 706.329 

The accounts of the State Transport i Co-ordinat ion 1 Fund hate been audited as required h> 
Section MS 11 o f (he 1 ransporl Ac t . 1930. 

In my op in ion, the above statement o f receipts and pay menls for (he year ended 30th June, 1977 
is a correct record o f transactions as shown h\ such accounts. 

D FMRl.lt:. Auditor-General of New South Wales 
SYDNEY 
6th October. 1977 

H . (;. F L E T C H E R , 
Chief Accountant. 
12th August. 1977 
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A P P E N D I X 7 

R O A D M A I N T E N A N C E ( C O N T R I B U T I O N ) A C T . 1958 

Monihl) Receipts of Ton-Vllleag i' (harms for the years ended Xllh June. I")7(i and 3IMh June. I*>77 

Interstate Vehicles Intrastate Vehicles Totals 

Month 
1976-1977 1975-1976 1976-1977 1975-1976 1976-1977 1975-1976 

S s S S $ S 

July 495.545 522.678 1.332.038 1.289.864 1.827.583 1.812.542 
August 545,570 508.520 1.146.118 1.074.014 1.691.688 1.582.534 
September < 519,147 620.101 1.225.662 1.241.150 1.744.809 1.861.251 

461.720 670.994 1.075.471 1.212.523 1.537.191 1.883.517 
November 493.341 546.179 1.374.536 1.179.118 1.867.877 1.725.297 
December 433.255 474.556 1.087.847 1.197.100 1.521.102 1.671.656 
January 385.805 531,771 1.184.022 1.122.877 1.569.827 1.654.648 
February 389.545 414.872 1.179.408 1.058.487 1.568.953 1.473.359 
March 459.665 542.474 1.343.140 1,208.912 1.802.805 1.751.386 
Apr i l 367.453 463.359 996.095 1.040.118 1.363.548 1.503.477 
May 458.951 489,683 1.210.298 1.186.330 1.669.249 1,676,013 

448.963 477.179 1.243.013 1.253.445 1.691.976 1.730.624 

(Gross) Total 5.458,960 6,262,366 14.397.648 14.063.938 I9.856.60S 20.326.304 

46.947 58.528 

Net 19.809.661 20.267.776 

A P P E N D I X 8 

C O S T S O l A D M I N I S T R A T I O N O F T H E R O A D M A I N T E N A N C E 
( C O N T R I B U T I O N ) A C T . 1958 

From 1st Ju l y , 1976 to 30th June. 1977 

Charged against M a i n Roads Fund — Special Deposits Account No. 1170 

Previous Year Head o f Expenditure 
Year ended 

30th June. 1977 

S 

2.983,773 
148.171 
80.763 
16.681 

I9S.400 
169,826 
44.774 
82,372 
17.289 
24.560 
32.005 

217.754 
25.295 

170.497 
140.310 

9.837 
122.697 

5.921 
8.889 

12.710 
1.657 

23.639 

Maintenance and Running o f M o t o r Vehicles 

Maintenance o f Of f ice Furn i tu re and Machines 

Land Radio-Telephone C o m m u n i c a t i o n 

S 

3.240,325 
163.991 
91,536 
14.821 

136.442 
187.473 
39.244 
89.247 
22.169 
26,837 
35,500 

231.279 
39.241 

138.396 
321.977 
48.589 

101.994 

5.672 
15.544 
6.098 

28.532 

4.537.820 4.984.907 
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A P P E N D I X 9 

C O N V I C T I O N S U N D E R R O M ) M A I N I E N A M r ( C O N T R I B I H O N , \ ( | 
I-or l e a r Ended 30th June, 1977 

CONVICTIONS FOR FAIL TO: 

Vehicle Deliver Pay Comply with Show- Total 
Classification Return Charges Notice Journey Convictions 

.'.406 1.850 1 1 18 5.285 

Interstate-N.S.W 655 757 12 s 1.426 

Victoria 988 757 — — 1.745 

Queensland 336 109 — — 445 

South Australia 1.188 340 2 — 1,530 

Western Australia . . . . 12 — - — 12 

A.C.T 28 49 — — 77 

Northern Territory . . . 3 6 — — 9 

5 — — — 5 

6.621 3.868 25 20 10.534 
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A P P E N D I X 10 

S T A T E M E N T O F C O N V I C T I O N S O N P R O S E C U T I O N S I N S T I T U T E D B Y 
T H E D E P A R T M E N T O F M O T O R T R A N S P O R T 

Stale Transpor t (Co-ordinat ion) A c t . 1931. as amended. 
and Regulat ions: 

Operate or dr ive contrary to licence (taxi-cabs) 99 
Operate or dr ive unlicensed publ ic vehicle (mo to r lorr ies) 17 

116 
Transport Ac t , 1930, as amended, and Regulations for 

Publ ic Vehicles, Me t ropo l i t an . Newcastle and 
Wol longong Transport D is t r i c ts : 

Unlicensed dr iver 6 
Fa i l to produce licence for inspection 15 
Fai l to not i fy change o f address 1 
Fai l to produce taxi-cab for inspection (owner) 11 
Fai l lo give correct change 1 
Fai l to carrv out punctual ly a h i r ing 14 
Fai l to complv w i th request o f h i rer 2 
Fa i l to wait on request o f hirer 1 
Demand other than prescribed fare 6 
Fai l to set tax imeter in mo t ion 1 
Fai l to clear tax imeter 13 
Leave taxi-cab unattended 6 
Fai l to run to t imetable (omnibus) 11 
Fai l to dr ive away f rom stand 19 
Place taxi-cab on disengaged stand 20 
Fai l to display vacant sign 13 
Fai l to obscure vacant sign or ext inguish light 1 
Fai l to accept h i r ing 40 
Fai l to occupy first posi t ion on stand 1 
Fai l to occupy correct posi t ion on stand 2 
Fai l to search tax i -cab for lost proper ly 1 
Fa i l to return lost proper ty 3 
Tout for h i r ing 2 
Stand at place other than publ ic stand I Leave dr iv ing seat w i thout reasonable excuse 3 
Mu l t ip le hire 6 
Permit person to be carr ied w i thout consent o f hirer 1 
Leave taxi-cab to tout for passengers 1 1 
A t t rac t notice by cal l ing 11 
Fai l to s lop for inquiry by authorised off icer 2 
t a i l to furnish in fo rmat ion to authorised off icer 3 
Dr iver not clean and t idy 4 
Inc iv i l i ty 1 1 
Fai l to comply w i th reasonable requirement o f passenger 2 

245 
M o t o r Traf f ic Ac t . 1909. as amended, and Regulat ions: 

Unlicensed dr iver 17 
Dr ive unregistered vehicle 82 
Dr ive dur ing per iod o f d isqual i f ica t ion 1 
Transfer plate to another vehicle 7 
N o t have hal f -hour rest per iod (mo to r lo r ry ) 
Dr ive for more than 12 hours in preceding 24 hours (mo to r l o r r y ) . . 

4 N o t have hal f -hour rest per iod (mo to r lo r ry ) 
Dr ive for more than 12 hours in preceding 24 hours (mo to r l o r r y ) . . 4 
N o t have five hours" rest in preceding 24 hours (mo to r l o r r y ) 2 
Fai l to produce licence for inspection 2 
Fai l to stop vehicle when signalled 2 
Fai l to noti fy disposal o f vehicle 152 
Fai l to apply for transfer 357 
Dr ive vehicle w i thou t registrat ion label 1 
Permi t vehicle to be dr iven wi thout registrat ion label 1 
Dr ive vehicle w i th registrat ion label issued in respect o f 

5 
9 

Vehicle and equipment exceed length o f 36 feet 2 
98 
11 
27 
21 
4 

Dr ive vehicle whi lst d rawing more than one olher vehicle 1 
M o t o r lor ry carry woo l more than three tiers high 1 

16 
1 

16 
N o t have tare and aggregate weight displayed 3 

73 
104 

1.007 

Road Maintenance (Cont r ibu t ion ! Ac t , 1958: 
20 

6,621 
3,868 

19 
3,868 

19 
6 

10,534 

Summary Offences Act . 1970: 
2 

I 

3 

3 

T O T A L 11.907 
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A P P E N D I X 11 

M O T O R R E G I S T R I E S I N O P E R A T I O N AS \ I V i l l i I I N E . 1977 

Adaminaby Coonabarabran Lake Cargelligo RAYMOND TERRACE 

Adclung Coonamble LEETON RICHMOND 

ALBURY COOTAMUNDRA LIDCOMBE Rockley 

Ardlcthan Corowa Lightning Ridge RYDE 

Ariah Park COWRA LISMORE Rylstone 

A R M I D A L E Crookwell LITHGOW Scone 

Ashford Culcairn LIVERPOOL SINGLETON 

Ballina Cumnock Lockhart Stockinbingal 

Balranald Dare ton Macksville Stroud 

Bangalow Darlington Point Maclean SYDNEY (ROSEBERY) 

Baradinc Deepwatcr M A I T L A N D Tabulam 

Barcllan Delungra Mandurama Tallimba 

Barham DENIL IO l ' IN ManUdra Tambar Springs 

Barmcdman Denman Manilla TAMWORTH 

Barraba Dorrigo MANLY Taralga 

BATHURST DUBBO Mathoura Tarcutta 
Batlow Duncdoo Mendooran TAREE 

BEGA Dungog Menindee Temora 
Bellingcn Eden Merriwa Tenterfield 
Bcrrigan Emmaville Mil ton The Rock 
BEVERLY HILLS Enngonia MIRANDA Tibooburra 
Binnalung Eugowra M1TTAGONG Tingha 
Bingara Euston Moama Tocumwal 
Binnaway F A I R F I E L D Molong Tooraweenah 
BLACKTOWN Finley MOREE TORONTO 
Blayney F IVE DOCK Moruya Tottenham 
Bogan Gate FORBES Moulamein Trangie 

Boggabilla Ganmatn MUDGEE Trundle 
Boggabri Gilgandra Mullumbimby Tullamore 

Bombala GLENINNES Mulwala Tullibigcal 
Bonalbo Gloucester Mungindi Tumbarumba 

Boomi Goodooga Murrurundi T U M U T 

Bourowa Goolgowi MURWILLUMBAH 
TWEED HEADS 
Ungarie 
Uralla 
Urana 
Urbenville 

Bourke COS FORD MUSWELLBROOK 

TWEED HEADS 
Ungarie 
Uralla 
Urana 
Urbenville 

Bowraville 
Braidwood 
Brewarrina 

GOULBURN 
G R A F T O N 
Grcenethorpe 

Narooma 
NARRABRI 
Narrandera 

TWEED HEADS 
Ungarie 
Uralla 
Urana 
Urbenville 

BROKEN H ILL Grenfell 

Narooma 
NARRABRI 
Narrandera W A G G A W A G G A 

Bulahdclah 
Bundarra 
Bungendure 

GRIFF ITH 
Gulargambone 
Gulgong 

Narromine 
NEWCASTLE 
Nimmitabel 

W A I T A R A 
Walcha 
Walgett 

Buronga Gundagai N O W R A Walla Walla 

Burren Junction GUNNEDAH Nundle Wanaaring 

Byron Bay Gunning Nymagec Warialda 

C A M M E R A Y Guyra Nyngan Warren 
CAMPBELLTOWN Gwabegar Oaklands WAUCHOPE 

Candclo Harden Oberon WeethaUe 
Canowindra Hay ORANGE Wee Waa 
Captain's Flat Henty Pambula WELLINGTON 
Carinda Hil l End PARKES Wentworth 
Carrathool Hillston PARRAMATTA Werris Creek 
CASINO Holbrook Peak Hil l West Wyalong 
C assdts INVERELL PENRITH Whitton 
CESSNOCK Ivanhoe Picton Wilcannia 
CHARLESTOWN Jerilderie Pdliga WOLLONGONG 
CHULLORA Junee Pooncarie Woodburn 
Cobar KJIUIO- Portland Woodenbong 
Cobargo K A T O O M B A Ouandialla WYONG 
COFF'S HARBOUR K E M P S E Y QUEANBEYAN Yass 
Collarenebri Khancoban Quirindi Yenda 
Condobolin K I A M A Rand Yetman 
Coolah K O G A R a I I Rankin's Springs YOUNG 
Coolamon Kyogle 
COOMA 

Registries shown in capital letters arc conducted by off icers o f the Depar tment o f M o t o r T ranspor t . The 
remainder are conducted by Police in conjunct ion wi th other dut ies. M o t o r Registries conducted b\ the 
Department to ta l 70 (excluding the M o t o r Registry Section at Head Of f ice) whilst M o t o r Regislr ies 
conducted by the Police tota l 179. 
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A P P E N D I X 12 

R E V K M K C O L L E C T I O N S A T M O T O R R K . I S I R l SE( I I O N O l I I K \ I ) 
O F F I C E \ N I ) D E P A R T M E N T A L M O T O R R E G I S T R I E S 

Year ended 30th June — 

District Motor Registry 1976 1977 

S S 

22.682.581 26.476.206 
3.394.708 4.100.572 
1.990.789 2.528.996 
2.206.641 2.647.489 

Bcga 1.405.798 1.672.266 
Beverly Hills 6.993.870 9.019.274 

7.284.757 8.587.596 
2.065.073 2.449.942 

10.594.620 12,892.980 
4.124.645 5.104.680 
1.162.374 1.344.211 
1.765.314 2.115.032 
5.162.015 5.999.299 

11.075.466 12.721.808 
2.203.813 2.697.577 
1.050.146 1.256.603 
1.279.901 1.551.286 
1.197.007 1.455.017 
1.576.587 1.878.715 

Dubbo 3.512.593 4.286.972 
6.923.847 8.346.046 

11.731.191 13.438.803 
985.572 1.211.671 
871.423 1.033.572 

5.047.312 5.990.327 
2.510,331 2,996.410 
2.013.992 2.355.421 
1.940.0 i 3 2.323.770 
1.265.927 1.533.934 
1.436.469 1.689.856 
1.107.024 1.303.882 
1.505.205 1,828.354 
1.473.605 1,732.966 
7.428.330 8.422.524 
1.232.630 1.478,433 
9.389.143 11,093.560 
3.430.157 3.912.919 
1.303.585 1.525.531 

Liverpool 8.389,551 9.753.087 
3.035.152 3.489.354 
9.568.058 11.249.625 
8.463.135 9.919.992 
1.572.802 1.849.386 
1.189.708 1.446.066 
1.107.153 1.354.301 
1.047.088 1.223.82* 
1.428.505 1.661.680 
1.025.533 1.339.522 

10.255.228 11.813.481 
2.747.360 3.222.870 
2.786.333 3.274.230 
1.348.401 1.622.470 

15.005.837 17,545.127 
6.283.190 7.936.272 
2.099.435 2,229,875 

Raymond Terrace . 1.577.473 1,974.536 
2.661.731 2.862,731 
8.339.348 9.692.341 
1.031.359 1.236.769 
3.797.185 4.331.803 
2.929.568 3.349.468 
2.163.493 2.579.026 

957.073 1.126.327 
976.148 1.083.569 

4.327.097 5.003.029 
7.875.684 9.233.707 

Wauchope 1.559.569 1.945.632 
638.986 754.651 

12.665.493 14.670.299 
2.351.349 2.745,087 
1.125.068 1,340.862 

T O T A L 286.653.547 337.865.503 

Mos t Registr ies are at Police Stat ions but a l l Registries in suburbs ol Sydney and in ma in count ry centres arc s ta l l 
ed by off icers o f the Department o f M o t o r Transpor t and. for convenience, are of ten relerred to as ••Departmen
t a l " Regislr ies. They attend lo at least 95'" o f M o t o r Registry business 
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A P P E N D I X 1 3 

M O T O R V E H I C L E R E G I S T R A T I O N S ( I R R E N T . 1 *> 10 «> 1977 

Public Vehicles 
Metropolitan, Newcastle 

and Wollongong* 
Other Vehicles 0 

Traders' 
plates 

Al l 
Vehicles Cabs Buses 

Private! 
Hire Cars Cars 

Lorries 
L Cycles 

Traders' 
plates 

Al l 
Vehicles 

As at 
31st December -

* 1910 4,374 
1911 175 4 3,975 3 2.788 6.945 
1916 268 12 14,175 877 7.070 254 22.656 
1921 407 180 28.665 3.9(H) 11.291 413 44,856 
1926 779 486 104,675 24,709 25.424 1,320 157.393 
1931 1,091 776 144,749 39.226 23.124 458 209,424 
1936 1.155 567 183,406 67,257 23.418 909 276.712 
1939 1.341 825 216,443 85,742 23.009 1.194 328.554 
1940 1.357 870 207,446 84,408 21,275 1,007 316,363 
1941 1,359 881 188,561 84.511 18.946 901 295,159 
1942 1.350 901 171.967 79,224 14,818 651 268.911 
1943 1.348 911 177,247 83,939 14,360 636 278,441 
1944 1.352 1,016 533 183,833 90,683 15,546 644 293,607 
1945 1.362 1,049 491 187,921 100,522 17,900 752 309,997 
1946 1,358 1.103 480 194.973 121,739 23,499 1,077 344.229 
1947 1,580 1.349 490 205.443 141,539 27,408 1,289 379,088 
1948 1,645 1.536 506 224.906 158,797 33,398 1,637 422.425 
1949 1,652 1.732 503 250.628 177,207 39,575 1.959 473.256 

As at 30th June-

1950 1,695 1,854 516 272,355 189,470 42,461 2,489 510.540 
1951 2,014 1,905 511 31 1.535 216,339 46,851 2.500 581.655 
1952 2,285 1.954 519 341.927 235,495 47,552 2,569 632.301 
1953 2,304 2,003 503 363.767 242,655 45,100 2.668 659.010 
1954 2,321 2.064 489 397,090 258,171 42,451 2.850 705.436 
1955 2,479 2,123 368 440.603 278,137 39,787 3.088 766.585 
1956 2,567 2.122 331 482.068 301,311 37,039 3.343 828.781 
1957 2,624 2.197 318 514.587 323,340 35,567 3,463 882.096 
1958 2,745 2.466 288 552,919 345,091 34,581 3.603 941,693 
1959 2,759 2.551 286 558,175 374.954 32,575 3,823 1,005,123 
1960 2,775 2.709 275 626,562 411.224 28.773 4,009 1,076.327 
1961 2,803 2,882 280 662,433 445,478 24,396 3,967 1.142,239 
1962 2,832 2,890 273 699.523 471.091 21.749 3,407 1,201,767 
1963 2.868 2.962 258 742,0 7 2 508,120 19,494 3,296 1,279,070 
1964 2,855 3.023 274 786,633 548.147 18,212 3,447 1,362,591 
1965 3.124 3.123 280 838.280 598,185 18,886 3.482 1.465,360 
1966 3.131 3,323 282 877.435 636.374 20,231 3,425 1,544,201 
1967 3.135 3.114 270 918.140 678,488 24,243 3.379 1,630,769 
1968 3,171 3,132 270 975.323 724,287 32,344 3,434 1,741,961 
1969 3.249 3.217 272 1,029.661 767.032 40,617 3.549 1,847,597 
1970 3.280 3.292 272 1.097.959 817,047 48,942 3.584 1,974,376 
1971 3.323 3.881 273 1.165.276 862,132 61.335 3.611 2.099,831 
1972 3,331 4,074 254 1.228.133 894,598 74,006 3,820 2,208.216 
1973 3.333 4.244 245 1,291,477 934,999 89,621 4,118 2,328,037 
1974 3.476 3.566 243 1.373.238 936.255 105.067 4.233 2.426.078 
1975 3.518 3.616 244 1.455.930 976.707 107.395 4.149 2.551.559 
1976 3.647 3.513 231 1.481.430 1.026.359 105.051 3.656 2.623.887 
1977 . . 3.643 3.512 223 1.515.451 1.077.340 102.846 3.727 2.706.742 

* Wollongong included from 1 st July. 1957 0 Includes country public vehicles 

t Private hire cars included in cars before June. 1944 » Includes 8.913 tractors and 385.104 truilers 
4 Total figure only available II Pre-war peak 
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A P P E N D I X 1 4 

B R A N D NEW M O T O R V E H I C L E S R E G I S T E R E D . 1958 to 1977 

Year ended 
30th June 

Passenger 
Vehicles 

Goods 
Vehicles 

M o t o r 
Cycles 

Tota l Var ia t ion 
I Percentage) 

1 9 5 8 . . . . 
1959 
I 9 6 0 . . . . 
1961 . . . . 
1962 
1963 . . . . 
1 9 6 4 . . . . 
1 9 6 5 . . . . 
1966. . . . 
1 9 6 7 . . . . 
1968 
1 9 6 9 . . . . 
1970. . . . 
1971 
1972. . . . 
1973 
1 9 7 4 . . . . 
1975 
1 9 7 6 . . . . 
1 9 7 7 . . . . 

I O I \ l 

57.423 38.047 
58.525 46.282 
69,637 56.309 
69.074 55.105 
67.884 52.298 
82.930 61.071 
93.058 67.082 
98.272 74.360 
91.467 66.904 
94.376 67.850 

114,840 69.022 
119.561 70.648 
133.993 75.327 
137.214 74.215 
136.614 72.858 
140.838 84.938 
159.359 88.214 
167.277 87.087 
129.431 90.482 
130.911 102.444 

3.112 
2.690 
2.211 
2.030 
1.389 
1.828 
1.912 
2.933 
3.611 
6.027 

10.366 
11.885 
12.145 
17.058 
20,151 
23.772 
30.658 
20.825 
17.183 
15,982 

98.582 
107.497 
128.157 
126.209 
121.571 
145.829 
162.052 
175.565 
161.982 
168.253 
194.228 
202.094 
221.465 
228.487 
229.623 
249.548 
278.231 
275.189 
237,096 
249.337 

up 16.7 
up 9.0 
up 19.2 
down 1.5 
down 3.6 
up 19.9 
up I I . I 
up 8.3 
down 7.7 
up 3.9 
up 15.4 
up 4.1 
up 9.6 
up 3.2 
up 0.5 
up 8.7 
up 11.5 
down I.I 
down 13.8 
up 5.2 

2.152.684 1.400.543 207.768 3.760.995 

57 



A P P E N D I X I 5 

D R I V E R S ' A N D R I D E R S ' L I C E N C E S 

Table 1 - Licences in at Intervals Since 1910 

As at 
.'1st December 

Number As at 
30th June 

Number \ s . I t 

30th June 
Number 

1910 
191 I 
1916 
1921 
1926 
1931 
1936 
1940 
144 I 
1946 

5.471 
8.840 

32,000 
68,653 

225.908 
313.327 
3X0.461 

•474.XXI 
446.639 
518.644 

1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
I960 
1961 
1962 
1963 

74X.343 
827.355 
870.048 
914.239 
999.751 

1.048.901 
1.091.467 
1.149.472 
1.227.564 
1.275.245 
1.358.822 
1.419.666 
1.450.842 

Highest annual total prior to war-time decline in number o f licences. 

1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 

1.526.810 
1,608,218 
1.668.941 
1.763.786 
1.829.599 
1.907.877 
2.048.7X9 
2.155.239 
2.222.510 
2.29X.794 
2.390.624 
2.532.196 
2.634,039 
2.743.891 

Table 2-Dissection o f Licences by Type 

Class or Type 

A s at 30th June— 

Class or Type 1976 1977 

Class 3 
Class 4 
Class 5 
Taxi-cab driver (Transport Districts) 

• T O T A L 

2.009.659 
5.513 

293.27X 
31,593 
92.167 
20.827 

181.002 

2.078.202 
5.795 

304.515 
33.241 
98.440 
21.645 

202.053 

Class 3 
Class 4 
Class 5 
Taxi-cab driver (Transport Districts) 

• T O T A L 2.634.039 2.743.891 

Provisional I icences Oils tota l includes these licences, the conditions applicable to which are described below. 

t a b l e 3 — C o n d i t i o n s xppl icahle to \ ar ious l i c e n c e s 

Drivers' licences in New South Wales (other than those to drive taxi-cabs in the Transport Districts, which 
are of a special type) arc of live different classes ( I . 2. 3. 4 and 5) and authorise the driving ol vehicles as 
follows:— 

Class I: Private cars, light lorries (i.e. those weighing noi more than 2 tons unladen), tractors, and 
implements. 

Class 2: Private hire cars, service cars, car-type tourist vehicles and country taxi-cabs and also 
private cars, lighl lorries and vans, tractors and implements. 

Class 3: Private cars, tractors, implements and any type of motor lorry (except an articulated 
vehicle and a molor lorry which weighs more than two tons unladen and is hauling a pole 
trailer or a trailer with more than one axle which is not an implement or caravan). 

Class 4: Motor omnibuses, tourist vehicles of any type, and any other type ol vehicle (except a taxi-
cab in a Transport District, a motor cycle, an articulated vehicle, and a motor lorry which 
weighs more thar two tons unladen and is hauling a pole trailer with more than one axle 
which is not an implement or caravan). 

Class 5; Articulated vehicles, large trailer combinations (comprising molor lorries weighing more 
than two tons unladen lowing pole or j inkcr trailers or load-carrying trailers having more 
than one axle), and all other types of motor vehicles excepting public passenger motor 
vehicles and motor cycles. 

Provisional: Generally Provisional licences are issued to persons making their first application for a 
licence to drive as described under Class I above or to ride a molor cycle They impose 
special obligators to display " P " signs and restrict speed to no more than SO km/h 
Offences for which Provisional licences may be cancelled are Drive negligently, exceed 
speed l imit, not stop alter an accident, not make right-hand turn properly, not have control 
over vehicle, disobey or fail to comply with traffic control light signal, cross centre line al 
grade or curve, cross separation lines, not keep wholly wiilnn traffic lane, not make left-
hand turn properly, not draw out from boundary of carriageway with safety, not give way 
to vehicle on right, pass slopped vehicle al marked fool-crossing, nol give way at marked 
fool-crossing, nol observe " S T O P " or " G I V E W A V " sign, not give proper sigi al 

A separate type of licence is required to ride a motor cycle The minimum age for a Class I licence or cycle 
rider's licence is 17. and applicants must pass an oral test of know ledge ol ihe traffic regulations in addition 10 
driving and eyesight tests. 

Applicants for all other types of licences must have held a driving licence for al least 12 months 
previously The minimum age for Class 3 licences is 18. For other licence classes ihe minimum age is 21 
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A P P E N D I X 1 6 

T a b l e I 

C A N C E L L A T I O N , S U S P E N S I O N A N D R E F U S A L O F D R I V I N G L I C E N C E S 

Decision o f Court Disqualifications Imposed Appeals 

Type of Offence 

•Dis
charged 

Con- Section 
victed 5 56 A 

Automatic- t Automat ic Disqualification Varied by Court t o -

T O T A L 

Dismissed 
(conviction) 
confirmed) 

Allowed 
(conviction) 

quashed) 

Dismissed* 

Type of Offence 

•Dis
charged 

Con- Section 
victed 5 56 A 

Six 
Months 

One 
Year 

Three 
Years 

Less than 
3 months 

3 months 
less than 
6 months 

6 months-
less than 

1 year 

1 year-
less than 
3 years 

3 years 
or more T O T A L 

Dismissed 
(conviction) 
confirmed) 

Allowed 
(conviction) 

quashed) 
Uncon

dit ionally 
Condit ion

ally 

Drive whilst under 
1.166 54 — 226 98 356 150 109 134 93 1.166 93 I I 2 _ 

Exceed Prescribed 
concentration of 

15.043 1.092 2.049 937 5.939 2.391 1.572 1.459 696 15.043 1.140 9 16 I I 

Refuse breath 
analysis test 318 15 — 51 30 95 33 37 46 26 318 49 — 1 — 
Drive in manner or 

1.661 26 — 463 73 311 231 213 278 92 1.661 242 13 — 
Not stop after injury 

110 2 — 13 4 28 25 20 17 3 11(1 5 — 
Drive whilst disqualified 
* 1.491 8 1.003 — — 7 8 120 184 169 1.491 213 6 — — 

95 — — 45 17 3 — 1 10 19 95 4 — — — 
By negligent act cause 
grievous bodily harm . . . 10 — 2 3 2 — — 2 1 10 — — — — 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
T O T A L 19,894 1.197 1.003 2.849 1.162 6.741 2.838 2,072 2,130 19.894 1,746 39 19 I I 

• Discharged pursuant to Section 556A of the Crimes Act . 1900, as amended. 

* I urtlier periods o f disqualification imposed pursuant to Section 7A(3) of the Motor Traffic Act for the offence under Section 7A(2) o f driving whilst (already) disqualif ied, 

t In these cases the Courts exercised their discretion to disqualify drivers for periods other than the specific terms which under the Motor Traffic Act , operate automatically 
in the absence o f an order by the Court. 

(Appendix 16 continued on next page) 



A P P E N D I X 1 6 (Continued) 

Table 2-Serious offences not entailing automatic disqualification and details o f convictions 
and disqualifications imposed by the Courts in such cases. 

Decision by Court 

Nature o f Offence Traffic 
Infringement 
Penalty Paid 

Con
victed 

Discharged 
Section 556A 

• 

Suspension or 
Disqualification 

Ordered 

Exceed speed l imit 151,726 22.985 665 341 

Negligent driving 18,909 6,209 496 405 

Not stop after accident (Section 8(3) or 8(4) 4 974 56 191 

Other offences (Cross unbroken centre l ine, etc.) 70.606 24,168 951 1.407 

TOTAL 241,245 54,336 2.168 2,344 

Appeals to higher Cour ts against suspensions o r d isqual i f icat ions were heard in 460 cases o f which 87 were 
al lowed and 373 dismissed. 

* Discharged pursuant to Sect ion 556A o f the Cr imes A c t . 1900 as amended. 

Table 3 — A c t i o n by Commissioner for M o t o r Transpor t lo suspend or cancel licences or refuse 
applications therefor , and appeals against such decisions 

Grounds Licence Suspended Appl icat ion 
or Cancelled Refused 

Tiaff ie Offences: 

Provisional Licences* 11.050 — 
8.974 — 

Conduct and Habits 26 182 

630 339 

1,435 460 

T O T A L 22.115 981 

There were 3.334 appeals to Cour ts o f Petty Sessions in respect o f the abovement ioned suspensions and 
cancel lat ions 618 were al lowed and 2.716 dismissed. In respect o f refusals there were 214 appeals and 57 
were al lowed and 157 were dismissed. 

• See Tab le 4 for fur ther detai ls. 

Table 4 — A c t i o n by Commissioner for M o t o r Transpor t to suspend 
or cancel licences in respect o f t ra f f ic offences 

Points System 

86 

8.888 

Provisional Licence Scheme 

9.684 

Subsequent first year provisional lice.ices 
cancelled 

Other than first year provisional licences 
cancelled 

T O T A L 

Further details are shown in Appendix 15. 

A to ta l o f 20.316 licences were suspended or cancelled last year. 

60 
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A P P E N D I X 1 7 

T W O - W A Y R A D I O T A X I - C A B S A N D P R I V A T E H I R E C A R S 

Part 1. Metropolitan, Newcastle and Wollongong Transport Districts-number and 
percentage of radio-equipped vehicles 

Year Me t ropo l i t an Newcast le Wo l longong 

Tax icabs 
Pr ivate H i re 

Cars Tax icabs 
Pr ivate H i re 

Cars Taxicabs 
Pr ivate H i re 

Cars 

1977 
1976 
1975 
1974 f 

3,346 (98.44%) 

3,345(98.35%) 

3,216 (98.0%) 

3,151 (97.5%) 

176 (72.73%) 

( 176 (78.57%) 

177 (79.0%) 
176(78.9%) 

129 (100%) 
129 (100%) 
126 (100%) 

126(100%) 

10 (76.92%) 
10 (76.92%) 
10 (76.92%) 
10(76.92%) 

116 (99.15% 
116 (99.15% 
116 (99.15% 
116(99.15%) 

2 (40%) 
2 (33.33%) 
2 (33.33%) 
2(28.57%) 

1973 3,012(97.3%) 172(77.5%) 122(100%) 11 (78.6%) 116 (99.15%) 2 (22.22%) 

1972 2,947 (95.28%) 174 (75.79%) 122(100%) 11 (78.6%) 115(99.14%) 2 (22.29%) 

1971 2,915 (94.4%) 185 (74.6%) 122(100%) 11 (78.6%) 115 (99.14%) 1(11.11%) 

1970 2,845 (93.3%) 181 (73.3%) 116(100%) 11 (78.6%) 115(99.14%) 1(11.11%) 

1969 2,758(91.4%) 171 (69.5%) 116(100%) 11 (78.6%) 113(97.4%) 2 (16.7%) 

1968 2,656 (90.3%) 169 (69.3%) 115(100%) 11 (78.6%) 112(97.4%) 2 (16.7%) 

1967 2,615(89.8%) 127 (52.0%) 114(100%) 12(80.0%) 112(97.4%) 2 (16.7%) 

1966 2,575 (88.8%) 133 (52.2%) 114(100%) 12 (80.0%) 115(99.1%) 2 (16.7%) 

1965 2,514(86.6%) 133 (52.5%) 107(100%) 12 (75.0%) 115 (99.1%) 2 (16.7%) 

1964 2,188(82.9%) 133 (52.5%) 99 (100%) 8 (53.3%) 114 (98.3%) 2(12.5%) 

1963 2,054 (77.4%) 132 (52.8%) 99(100%) 8 (57.1%) 115(99.1%) 2 (25.0%) 

1962 1,953(74.6%) 144 (56.9%) 91 (91.9%) 7 (46.6%) 112(96.5%) 4 (80.0%) 

1961 1,699 (65.2%) 138(53.5%) 82 (82.8%) 7 (46.6%) 95 (95.0%) 3 (20.0%) 

1960 1,593 (61.8%) 122 (48.4%) 82 (84.5%) 7 (43.7%) 95 (95.0%) 3(42.9%) 

Part 2 . Country Districts- cities and towns with radio-equipped vehicles 

Two-way radio service is provided in the 1 0 2 centres named below. 
Albury Dubbo Leeton Queanbeyan 

AJstonville Eden Leura Quirindi 
Armidale Forbes Lismore Raymond Terrace 

Ballina Glenbrook Lithgow Shellh arbour 

Barham Glen Innes Maclean Singleton 
Bateman's Ba> Gosford M e r i m b u l a South Grafton 
Bathurst Goulbum Maitland Springwood 
Bega Grafton M i l t o n Tamworth 
Blaxland Grenfell Mittagong Taree 
Blayney Greta Moama The Entrance 
Bourke Gr i f f i th Moree Thirlmere 
Bowial Gundagai Morisset Toukley 
Branxton Gunnedah Morpeth Tumut 
Broken Hi l l Guyra Moruya Tweed Heads 
Byron Bay Harden-M urru mbu rrah Moss Vale U l ladu l la 

Camden Hay Mudgee Wagga Wagga 

Casino Inverell Murwil lumbah Warrimoo 

Cessnock Junee Muswellbrook Wauchope 

Coffs Harbour Kandos Nambucca Heads Wellington 

Condobolin Katoomba Narrabri Weston 

Coo ma Kempsey Nanandera Woy Woy 

Coonabarabran Kiama Nor th Haven Wyong 

Cootamundra Kingscliff Nowra Yass 

Corowa Kurr i Kurr i Orange Young 

Cowra Kyogie Parkes 

Denil iquin Laurieton Port Macquarie 



A P P E N D I X 1 8 

NSW TRAFFIC CRASHES 
TRENDS IN FATALITIES FOR DIFFERENT CLASSES OF ROAD USERS 

1 4 0 0 - 1 

1 9 6 0 1 9 6 2 1 9 6 4 1 9 6 6 1 9 6 8 1 9 7 0 1 9 7 2 1 9 7 4 1 9 7 6 1 9 7 8 

YEAR ENDING 3 0 T H JUNE 

LEGEND 

T 0 T A L MOTOR CYCLE RIDERS 

(INCLUDING PASSENGERS) 

MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS — — — PEDESTRIANS 

MOTOR VEHICLE PASSENGERS — — OTHERS 
6 2 



A P P E N D I X 1 8 I Continued) 

T A B L E I: Fata l t ra f f i c crashes in N S W for the year ending 30th June. 1977. T i m e o f day , day o f week and 
type o f first impact o f the crash. 

T Y P E O F 
F I R S T 

I M P A C T 

D A Y 
O F 

W E E K 
T I M E O F D A Y | 

12-3a.m. 3-6a.m. 6-9a.m. 9-12a.m. l 2 -3p .m . 3-6p.m. 6-9p.m. 9 - l 2p .m . N o l 
Stated 

T O T A I 

V E H I C L E -
V E H I C L E 

S U N 
M O N - F R I 
S A T 

15 
15 
14 

3 
8 
5 

1 
30 

5 

10 
33 
15 

9 
28 
12 

I I 
63 
18 

17 
51 
I I 

5 
51 
10 

0 
0 
0 

71 
279 

911 

S I N G L E 
V E H I C L E 

S U N 
M O N - F R I 
S A T 

I I 
26 
21 

6 
17 
11 

4 
25 

2 

3 
17 
7 

I I 
20 

8 

18 
29 
14 

10 
27 
10 

10 
61 
15 

2 
2 
3 

75 
224 

91 

V E H I C L E -
P E D E S T R I A N 

S U N 
M O N - F R I 
S A T 

5 
7 
3 

0 
3 
1 

0 
9 
0 

3 
22 

2 

2 
17 
3 

2 
52 

2 

9 
47 
16 

3 
34 
10 

0 
2 
1 

24 
193 
38 

V E H I C L E -
P A R K E D 
V E H I C L E / 
O T H E R 

S U N 
M O N - F R I 
S A T 

2 
3 
0 

1 
1 
1 

0 
4 
1 

1 
0 
0 

0 
2 
1 

0 
2 
1 

0 
6 
0 

0 
5 
1 

0 
0 
0 

4 
23 

5 

T O T A L S 
S U N 
M O N - F R I 
S A T 

33 
51 
38 

10 
29 
18 

5 
68 

8 

17 
72 
24 

22 
67 
24 

31 
146 
35 

36 
131 
37 

18 
151 
36 

2 
4 
4 

174 
719 
224 

G R A N D T O T A L S 122 57 81 113 113 212 204 205 10 1,117 

T A B L E 2: Deaths f rom t raf f ic crashes in N S W for year ending 30th June, 1977. A g e . sex and class o f road 
user k i l led. 

C L A S S O F 
R O A D U S E R 

S E X A G E 

no
w

 n
 1

 

0-2 2-6 7-12 13-16 17-20 21-24 25-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 7 0 + U
nk

 

T O T A L 

V E H I C L E M 0 0 0 6 76 51 51 64 48 50 31 19 4 400 
D R I V E R S F 0 0 0 0 7 15 8 17 10 6 8 0 0 71 

T O T A L 0 0 0 6 83 66 59 81 58 56 39 19 4 471 

V E H I C L E M 5 11 8 17 51 26 18 14 15 12 6 7 5 195 
P A S S E N G E R S F 4 8 7 18 27 14 11 12 13 36 18 20 7 195 

T O T A L 9 20* 15 35 78 40 2') 26 2s 4S 24 27 12 3 9 1 * 

M O T O R M 0 0 0 5 43 33 17 5 4 3 0 0 0 1 10 
C Y C L I S T S F 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 

T O T A L 0 0 0 5 45 33 17 6 4 3 0 0 0 113 

M O T O R C Y C L E M 0 0 0 1 5 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 
P A S S E N G E R S F 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

T O T A L 0 0 0 1 6 7 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 

P E D E S T R I A N S M 3 16 13 7 7 9 6 18 12 34 35 26 5 191 
F 2 14 5 3 2 3 2 4 3 5 8 25 1 77 

T O T A L 5 30 18 10 9 12 8 22 15 39 43 51 6 26N 

P E D A L M 0 1 6 5 2 0 0 0 1 0 4 2 0 21 
C Y C L I S T S F 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

T O T A L 0 1 6 6 3 0 0 0 1 0 4 2 0 23 

O T H E R S M 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

T O T A L 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

T O T A L \1 9 29 27 42 184 125 93 101 80 99 76 54 14 
F 6 22 12 22 4(1 33 21 34 26 47 34 45 8 350 

G R A N D T O T A L 15 52* 39 64 224 158 114 135 106 146 110 99 22 1.284* 

63 

* Includes one unknown sex. 



APPENDIX 19 

•3 0 0 0 0 0 0 

•2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

• 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

T H E A U T H O R I S E D I N S P E C T I O N S C H E M E 

1 9 3 9 - 1 9 7 7 

L E G E N D 

Y E A R E N D I N G 3 0 T H J U N E 

A U T H O R I S E D I N S P E C T I O N S T A T I O N S 

E X A M I N E R S 

M O T O R V E H I C L E R E G I S T R A T I O N S 

NUMBER OF V E H I C L E S PER E X A M I N E R 

- 3 0 0 

- 2 0 0 

1 9 4 0 
i 

' 4 5 ' 5 0 
i i 

' 5 5 ' 6 0 
1 1 

' 6 5 ' 7 0 • 7 5 ' 8 0 
L_ 

rx 
UJ 
z 

< 
x 
UJ 

CO 
LU 
_J 

o 
I 
UJ 

> 

Y E A R E N D I N G 3 0 T H J U N E 64 



APPENDIX 20 

S T A F F E M P L O Y E D 

On 30th June 

1974 1975 1976 1977 

M E T R O P O L I T A N — 

1,705 
645 
163 

1,803 
630 
152 

1,863 
681 

36 

1,532 
665 

32 

2,513 2,585 2,580 2,229 

N E W C A S T L E — 

Males 70 
32 

2 

57 
36 
2 

56 
41 

3 

39 
39 
4 

104 95 100 82 

R E S T O F S T A T E — 

Males 
Females, Fu l l - l ime 

294 
100 

2 

305 
95 

3 

313 
90 

2 

312 
86 

3 

396 403 405 401 

T O T A L S — 

Females, Fu l l - t ime 
2,069 

777 
167 

2,165 
761 
157 

2,232 
812 

41 

1,883 
790 

39 

3,01 ) 3,083 3,085 2,712* 

N O T E : Wages S ta f f ( included in the foregoing f igures) total led 251 (233 males and 18 females) on 30th 
June, 1974, 265 (245 males and 20 females) on 30th June. 1975 and 269 (249 males and 20 
females) on 30th June, 1976. The corresponding figures for 1977 were 82 (62 males and 20 
females). 

•Ref lected in the reduced to ta l are 387 s ta f f (384 males and 3 females) o f the T ra f f i c Planning 
and Management Branch transferred to the Department o f M a i n Roads on 1st Ju l y , 1976 
under the provisions o f the T ra f f i c Au thor i t y Ac t , 1976. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF VEHICLE 
REGISTRATION AND DRIVER 
LICENSING IN NEW SOUTH 

WALES 

On 1st January . 1 9 1 0 reg is t ra t ion of road m o t o r veh ic les 

and the l icensing of the i r dr ivers became compu lso ry . The 

admin i s t ra t i ve du t ies necessary in th is respect we re car r ied 

ou t by the Pol ice Depa r tmen t w h i c h a l ready had traf f ic 

responsib i l i t ies assoc ia ted w i t h the con t ro l of pedest r ians, 

b icyc les and an ima l d r a w n vehic les. By the end o f 1 9 1 0 , 

4 . 3 7 4 vehic les we re reg is tered and 5 . 4 7 1 dr ivers l i censed 

By 1 9 3 0 the increas ing numbers of vehic les and dr ivers and 

t h e g r o w i n g c o m p l e x i t y o f t r a n s p o r t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

necess i ta ted the es tab l i shmen t of a n e w Depa r tmen t — the 

D e p a r t m e n t o f Road Transpor t and T r a m w a y s — w h i c h took 

over vehic le reg is t ra t ion and dr iver l icensing w o r k f rom the 

Police D e p a r t m e n t and the ope ra t i on o f t r a m serv ices f rom 

the Ra i lways Depa r tmen t , admin i s te red n e w legis lat ion 

re la ted to the con t ro l of c o m m e r c i a l road t ranspor t , and also 

estab l ished the Gove rnmen t -ope ra ted bus services Further 

d ivers i f i ca t ion o f road t ranspor t regu la t ions and e n o r m o u s 

increases in vehic le reg is t ra t ions and dr ivers ' l icences in the 

pos t -wa r per iod led to the separa t ion of these and all 

regu la tory func t ions f r o m the w o r k of actual ly ope ra t i ng the 

G o v e r n m e n t s ' bus and t r a m serv ices and an independent 

Depar tmen t , n o w the D e p a r t m e n t o f M o t o r Transpor t , w a s 

f o r m e d on 1st J u n e . 1 9 5 2 . 

By June 3 0 t h . 1 9 7 7 . the n u m b e r of veh ic les reg is tered had 

r isen to 2 . 7 0 6 . 7 4 2 and the n u m b e r o f dr ivers ' l icences in 

issue to 2 . 7 4 3 , 8 9 1 

•tisiISII2IT2SS223:S22T.TS 
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PROPOSED MOTOR REGISTRY 
FOR MOUNT DRUITT 
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