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ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30Ta JUNE, 1949. 

T•J His Excellency the Governor,-

The Trustees of the Australian Museum have the 
honour to submit to Your Excellency their ninety-fifth 
Annual Report for the year ending 30th June, 1949. 

1 . T ru stees. 

In Deccmbet·, 1948, Mr. H . B. Matbews was unanimO\Isly 
<Jiected President for the year 1949. 

The Board of Tn•stees suffered the loss, by death, of three 
Elective Trustees (Mr. E. C. Andrews, Dr. C. Gordon McLeod, 
and :Mr. John Spence) dming the year. 

i\Ir. E. C. Andr&ws, former Government Geologist of New 
South Wales, who bad been an Elective Trustee since 1924, 
tlied on 1st July, 1948. During the whole period of hi& 'rrustee­
ship he took a keeu interest in the scientific work of the 
)Juseum and in the welfare of the staff. 

Dr. C. Go1·don MacLeod, who died on 30th April, 1949, had 
been aJl Elective Trustee since 1925 and had taken an active 
part in the affairs of the Museum during his period of office. 

Mr. John Spence, former Auditor-General of New South 
Wales, was an Official Trustee from 1928 until he retired from 
the Public Se1'Vice in 1942, and an Elective Trustee from 1942 
until his death on 26th June, 1949. He took an active interest 
in the administration of the Museum, both as an Official and 
as an Elective Trustee. 

The vacancies resulting from the deaths of Mr. Andrews 
and Dr. MacLeod were tilled bv the election of Mr. F . L. S. 
Bell and Mr. Frank W. Hill as Elective Trustees. 

During the year, leave of absence was granted to Professor 
W. J. Dakin on account of serious illness, and to Messrs. 
F. B. Spencer and W. C. Wurth during their absence from 
.Australia. 

The list of Trustees at 30th June, 1949, is shown in Appendix 
"A..H 

2. Sta ff. 

The Director was invited by the IIon. the Minister for Post­
waT Reconstruction to be a member of the Australian Delegation 
to the Third General Conference of the United Nations Educa· 
!ional, Scientific and Cultural Organization. The Delegation 
wcluded three persons from Australia, and, with the consent 
of the State Government, the Director accepted and attended 
the Conference which took place at Beirut, Lebanon, in 
November-December, 1948. After the conclusion of the Unesco 
Conference the Director paid a short visit to the United King­
dom and discussed various museum matters with the Directors 
of se1·eraJ important Museums, including the British Museum 
(N~turaJ History) , London, The Royal Scottish Museum, 
Ed111hurgh, the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff, and Le 
Musee de I'Honunc: and the Mus l'lUll )lational d'llistoire 
Naturelle, Paris. 

In January, 1949, the DirectoT was President of the twenty­
s~ventlt meeting of the Australian and New Zealand Assoeia­
tton for Uu~ Advancement of Science held at Hobart. In 
FebrlJary the Director was an official guest of the Sel'entb 
Pacific Science Congress in New Zcal::tnd. 

During the absences of the Director l1is duties were carried 
'OUt by Mr. J. R. Kinghorn, Assistant to the Director. 

Mr. J. R. Kinghom was nominated as the representative 
of the Australian Museum on the l!'auna Protection Panel 
appointed under the Fauna Protection Act, 1948. Mr. E. Le G. 
Troughton was also appointed a member of the Panel, as one 
'Of the three members nominated on the recommendation of 
Societies whose activities are concerned with aspects of the 
nati1 e fauna. 

Messrs. E. Le G. 'J.'roughton, A. Musgrave, F. D. MeCarthy 
and R. 0. Chalmers attended the meeting of the Australian 
and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Seience 
in llobart during January, and a meeting of the Art Galleries 
and Museums Association of Australia and New Zealand also 
held at Hobart. 

Miss C. M. J. Allan and Miss E. C. Pope attended the 
Seventh Pacific Science Congress in New Zealand during 
February. 

At the request of the Fisheries Division of the Common· 
wealth Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, the 
se1·viees of Mr. G. P. Whitley were made available for a 
period of three months as Scientific Officer on one of the 
Division's research vessels during the conduct of a survey of 
fisheries in New Guinea waters. 

Mr. F. D. McCarthy resumed duty on 24th November on his 
return from Arnhem Land where he had spent nearly nine 
months with the Americ&Jl·A.ustra.Iian Scientific Expedition. 

Further efforts were made to fill the vacant position of 
Education Officer, with the result that Mrs. B. A. Graham, 
B.Sc., Dip.Ed., was seconded to the Museum from the Depart· 
ment of Education for this work. 

3. Honorary Staff. 
'l'he following members of the Honorary Staff were re­

appointed for a period of five years :-Dr. G. A. Water house,~ 
Profellsor T . Harvey Johnston, Dr. E . A.. Briggs, Mr. Melbourne 
Ward, Dr. H. Leighton Kesteven, Mr. G. A. Thomas and Mr. 
K. A. Hindwood. 

Mr. W. E. Harney, of Darwin, was appointed as Honorary 
Collector for the Museum. 

4. Field Work . 
Field work was carried out by Mr. G. P. Whitley during a 

fishery survey in New Guinea waters and Mr. F. D. McCarthy 
as a. member of the American-Australian Arnhem Land 
Expedition. 

Mr. H. 0. Fletcher accompanied officers of the Geological 
Survey on an examination of fossi!-be!lring beds in the Scone 
district and the coalbearing beda at Cranky Corner . 

Mr. R. 0. Chalmers accompanied officers of the Common· 
wealth Mineral Resources Survey on an examination of a 
number of mineral fields of New South Wa.les. 

A party of preparators proceeded to the Upper Allyn River 
district in January and collected black cockatoos and accessory 
material required for the habitat group which is in course of 
construction. 

5. Gallery E.xhibita. 
Good progress was made with the Black Cockatoo Habitat 

Group, but difficulties were experienced fron1 time to time in 
obtaining materials and in working under power and lighting 
restrictions. 

Re·auangcment and improvement of part of the Invertebrate 
Gallery an<l a small section of the Mammal Gallery were 
commenced and are proceeding satisfactorily. 

Two figures (Maori and Papuan) in the series of models of 
South West Pacific native races were completed and placed 
on exhibition iu the Entrance Hall. 

Hcnoir and overhaul of the New Guinea Ravi Group was 
completed. 

A model of Captain Cook's "Endeavour Bark,'' constructed 
hv the late Commander Cecil Brooks, D.S.O., was placed on 
exhibition, having been presented to the Museum by Mrs. 
Bl'ooks, through the former Lord 1.1ayor of Sydney (Alderman 
R. J . Bartley). 



6. Library. 

D iJ th" 'Car 300 volumes were added to the Library, 

apar~ f~m .thj usf!~!dt~:n:f o;u:pne~O::ad e~~~~!~ge[~~~e 1~e~! 
~!:~ l~a:~~~:~~~tered i~to. The demand ~rom var~o~s re~~::~' 
workers upon the library resources. has 11?-cr~ase 1n v · 
Such help is not confined to instituttons w1thm the Sta~e, Nb~: 
is also extended to tbe Commonwealth, other States, an d e d 
Zealand. Apart from this, assistance has also be~~~ rem .gr~o 
to visiting investigators, and to many others reqmnng al 
a lesser degree. 

As iu previous years the l~brarian ha~ as.sisted in editing 
and the preparation of matenaJ for pubhcation. 

7. Publications. 
During the year Volume IX, Part~ 8, 9 and 10 of the 

"Austrahan Museu:n Magazine" were 1ssued. 

Owing to continued increases in the costs of printing and 
preparation of blocks for illustration, the Trustees rel~ctantly 
decided that an increase in the price of the Maguane. was 
unavoidable. For many years the Maga~ine lla~ been J?Ubhshed 
at a finaucia.l loss, no increase in selbng pnce .hav~ng been 
made since it was first puplished in 1922. Publicatlon c~sts 
have more than doubled in the last ten years, and commencn~g 
with Volume X, Part 1, which is due to be puoli.sh.ed early 1n 
1950, the price wiiJ be increased from one shilling to tw.Q, 
shillings per copy. 

The Trustees have under consideration the possibility of 
issuin~ fr.om time to time han(lbooks dealing 1vitb Museum 
matert~ and have appointed a Committee to collect iniorma· 
tion as to the practicability of publishing a handbook on 
Ethnology as the first of a series. 

Volume XXII, No. 2, o.f the "Record~" wa.s issued. in 
January, 1949. It contain~ Clght papers dea~ng w1th a vanety 
of subjects based on portions of the colleet10ns. 

The Guide to the Museum continued to have a ready sale 
and it was necessary to have a further edition printed. 

8 . Lectures. 
The Popular Science Lectures were eontinued and the 

attendances at the first lectures of t he 1949 Series were par­
ticularly gratifyil1g. The lectures to school children, as 
formerly, aroused much interest amongst the pupils who 
attended. 

The attendances at these lectures were as follows:-

11 Popular Science Lectures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,420 
13 School Lectures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,566 

Members of the staff delivered a number of lectures also to 
various societies interested ii1 Natural History. 

At the request of the Headmaster, Mr. J. R. Kinghorn 
visited the Fairbriclge Fnm School at Molong and delivered 
lectures to the children and to the parents. 

9. Broadcasting. 
The Staff continued to contribute to t he programme of 

se~ool broadcasts on Nature Stu<ly, and have frequently con­
trlbuted news reviews on subjects of scientic interest-a service 
much appreciated by listeners. 

10. Buildings and Equipment. 
As the result of unusually moist weather in February and 

Marell, ~he problem presented. by the unsuitable accommodation 
for portions of the collections subject to attack by moulds was 
accentu~ted. T~e .only satisfactory solution is the provision 
of a smta ble b~1l<?ng, such as is envisaged in the extension of 
the. presen~ ?uildings along the William-street frontage, of 
wh1ch p1·ebmmar.r plans were npproYed by the 'J'rustee9 last 
yeat·. . The necessity is emphasized of proceeding . with tl1is 
C.'\:tenslon as . soon as a resumption of building operations 
becomes possible. Some of the affected collections have been 
moved, and dmh1g next summer experiments will be made with 
several suggested methods of reducing the liability to attacks 
by moulds. 

After considerable delay the proposed improvemen.t of the 
College-street en.trance to the Museum was commenced and 
good p~ogress ha~ ?een. made by the end of the year. The 
schem~ mvo!ved ellnunatlon of one panel of the stone fence on 
each s1de of the entrance and replacement of the steps. 

1 t. Fina nce. 

E.Jtpeniliture from Oonsolidated Revenut: for the yeur ( 
eluding Statu tory Endowment of £1,000) was £26,452 eo~: 
J:.lllrc,l with £22,688 ~Gs. 7 d . . last ~ear .. Net expenditure from 
Trustees' Account 1• uucls (mc~udmg Statuto1·y Endowment) 
was £3,090 l7s. 6d. compared Wltla £l,HI6 6s. 5d. foa· 1947.48. 

The cash ua lance in the 'l'l·ustees' Account at 30th June 
1949, was £518 Is. 4d. 'J'rustecl!' .in1·ested fund~ at 30th J une: 
1949, were: Commonwealth Inscnbcd Stock, £;:,,350; Common. 
wealth Savings Bouk, £63 6s. 3d. 

Stuten1ent of Receipts and Expenditure for the year is 
contained In Appendix "B:' 

12. Public A tte ndances. 

Statistics of nttcndances for the years 1944·45 to 1948·49 
are as follows:-

Week-days. Sundays. Total. 
l !lH·4.5 178,317 78,397 256,714 
1945·46 160,584 67,922 228,506 
1946·47 120,194 54,801 174,995 
1947·48 136,082 61,745 197,827 
1948·49 151,181 67,091 218,272 

1 3 . Publicity. 

Many firms are assisted by loans of specimens for use in 
window displays, in return for which they draw attention to 
the Museum and its exhibits by means of cards placed in the 
windows. 

The Trustees agreed to place a small exhibit in the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge Pylon exhibition and this should serve to 
bring the Museum to the notice of a large number of people. 

14. Vickery Stamp Collection. 

During the year the Trustees succeeded in having three 
ea binets constructed for the exhibition of the Vickery Stamp 
Collection. 1fiss Vickery 's bequest, in view of the great iD· 
crease in costs during recent years, provided cabinet accommo· 
dation for display of only about one-third of the collection. 
Mr. 0. G. Vickery, Trustee, on behalf of himself and other 
relatives of the late Miss Vickery, p1·esented to the Trustees 
a sum of money sufficient to provide a second cabinet. The 
•rrustees provided the funds for t.he third cabinet, aud it will 
now be possible to p lace practically the whole collection on 
exhibition. 

1 S. Nat ional Reserves. 

The Trustees made representations, through the Minis.ter 
for Education to the Ministet· of Lands for the declaratiOn 
of an area of Crown lands north·enst of Wiseman's lo'err)', 
bounded IJy Macdonald River, Old Great Northern road, .Tllll 
~ille Hollow Valley, Mangrove Creek and Hawkesbury Rn·er, 
as a National Pa1·k and suggested that it be given the name 
.. Dltrul< National Park." This is an area of rugged country 
containing man.v rock carvings of the aboriginals, a~d a con· 
siderahle variety of native fauna and flora and practically the 
ouly settlement on it is along a nanow belt adjoining the 
riVCI'S, 

1 6. Country Museums. 

The t·eno,·ations of the bh'ds from the Maitland Museum was 
completed and the exhibit was J'eady for return to West 
Maitland. 

17. A ntarctic Expedition. 

A contribution was made to the A.\lijtralian National Ant· 
arctic Expedition by assisting two zoologists selected to go ~ 
l\I:lrquarie and IIearcl Tslnnds to obtain some knowledge ~ 
meth.o~s of collecting and presening specimens under t 18 

condJtJons which they will find in their w'ork. 

18. The Collections and Scient ific Work. 

The collections received regular attention and are well ~~r~~ 
fol'. The summer was an unusually moist season and condJtiO t 
were extremely .favourable for the growth and developmen 



of moulds. Consequently some portions of the collections which 
are housed under unsatisfactory conditions were affected by 
mould growths more than is usual during the summer. Steps 
have been taken to minimize this drn·ing the coming year, but 
it seems almost im1>ossible to eliminate it in the present build· 
iug. For yenrs pnst the Trustees have stressed the need of a 
new building for storage as well as for exhibition purposes, 
and the diffi<mlty is once more pointed out, of maintaining 
the national colleetioms iu perfect orde1· uuder existing coudi· 
tions. 

As usual, mut>h of the time of the seientifie staff was 
occupied in the preparation of replies to the very numerous 
inquiries on natural history subjeet.s received from the general 
public, ns well as from Government departments, both State 
and Commonwealth. 

Members of the staff t>Ontributed the articles for the Museum 
Magazine, which maintains its popularity with subscribers. 
Various sections of "Australian Science Abstraets," published 
by the Australian National Research Council, were contributed 
by appropriate members of the scientitlc staff. 

Specin1ens were made available to students for research work 
and also to a number of artists and art students. 

Mr. E. G. Donkin, of Bowral, who made an extended tour 
of Africa, offered to collect for this l\iuseum, and as a result 
the Museum collections have benefited by the addition of a very 
line colleetion of objeets made by the native tribes, especially 
of the musical instruments made and used by primitive races. 
)fr. Donkin also obtained a series of ftlms of the native races, 
and it is hoped that the Museum will be able to obtnin copies 
of some of them for use in its educational work. 

The Trustees received, fron1 Miss Edith Hi\1, a gift of a 
valuable collection of carved ivories, and it is hoped that these 
will shortly be placed on exl1ibition. 

A collection of stamps illustrating numerous representations 
of various types of animal in the design of the stamp, presented 
to the T rustees by Mr. J. W. Dovey, was prepared for exhlbi· 
tion and will be placed in the galleries at an early date. 

Birds. (J. R. Kiugho1•n in ~ha•·gc; J. A. Keast, Seienee 
Trainee.) 

Eighty-five specimens were added to the eolleetion, including 
a series of Blaek Cockatoos colleetcd by a Museum party at 
Upper Allyn, some penguins from H eard Island presented by 
the Trustees of Taronga Zoological Park, and a collection of 
Queensland birds presented by Messrs. A. F. Austin and A. M. 
Barnett. 

A report was furnished on the fauna of Jenolan CaYes, anti 
suggestions were offered regarding the rehabilitation there of 
species which l1ad been exterminated by foxes and wild cats. 

A visit was paid to the Macquarie Marshes to take part 
in an investigation of problems associated with permanent 
water for grazing and the retention iu the area of the aquatic 
and wading bir<ls. 

Assistance was rendered to the Department of Agriculture 
and the Chief Secretary's Dep!lrtmcnt in regard to tl•c ideuti· 
fication of birds and their economic \'a lue. )fauy foreign birds 
~n<l plumes were idcutiiied for officers of the Customs Depart· 
ment. Assistance was !llso given to Art Students of the 'l'echni· 
e:1J College who make extensive use of museum g!llleries during 
thcir course, and to many students of ornithology. 

Reptiles ancl Batraolliaus. (J. R. Kin.ghorn in charge.) 
Nearly six hundred specimens were added to the collection, 

among them being a large number collceted in North Aus· 
tralia by Mr. J. · E. Bray as a member of the Ameriean· 
Australian Arnhem Land Expedition. Interesting material 
was also received from Mr. H. E. Green, of Ooldea, and from 
Miss Margaret Maukin, of Nyngan. A few specimens were 
obtained by exchange from Professor T. Gislen, of Lund 
University, Sweden. 

Ma11y specimens ~were identilierl for visitors, for the Sehool 
of Public Health and Tropical i\f('clicine, and for workers in 
other musellllls. 

Research is proceeding on ~ revision of snakes helonging 
to the genua R11!!Jnchoqlaps, but is held up for the time belng 
until info•·mation is •'eccivecl reg:lrding the type of R. bertltoldi 
which is in the Gottingen }Iuseum. Dr. E. Krefrt, of Berlin, 
ha~ helped by obtllining drawings n ncl furnishing notes of 
aperimens \thich are in Eu1·opean Museums, and Ynrious Aua· 
traliau museums lwve lent material t'o1· examination in the 
course of this res ea re !1. 

0 

J/mnma/.s and Skeletons. (E. Le G. Troughton in charge.) 
Intei·estiug accessions included the second known s_peeimeu 

of the rare Crossomys moncktoni from the Central H1ghlands 
of New Guinea and the second speeimen of a long-beaked ant· 
cater, Zaglossus, :fl-om Mr. E. J. L. Hallstrom; Papuan and 
New Guinea species from the Trustees of Taronga. Park, Ca.p· 
tain N. B. Blood and Mr. L. T. Jones; bats from Natal! South 
Africa· Vietorian mammals from Mr. C. F. Kartz1; and 
Malaya'n rats from Dr. J. L. Harrison. A museum party ~ol­
lected mammals on the Allyn R.iver.. Some C'entral Australian 
species were collected by Mr. H. E. Green, of Ooldea. 

Research included a review of the osteological material 
(P•·imates) with Dr. Peacock, and a selectio~ of sp~eimens 
for study by Dr. E. M. Hindle of the Zool?g1eal Soc1ety of 
r~ondon. Cranial specimens were made avallable for dental 
reseat·ch and skeletal material for filming by the Department 
of Information. 

Some progress was made in the preparation (with M~. T­
Ire<lale) of the Check-list of the Mammals of New. GUlne~. 
Notes were assembled for revisions of the genera Snnntlwpsts 
and .4nteo11inu.~. AssisU!nce and advice were given to a number 
of Departments and Institutions ineluding the School of Public 
Health and Tropical Medicine, Chief Secretary's Departme.nt 
and Department of Information. This assisU!nee co~ered a 
wide range of subjects, amongst which were identification ?f 
rats of pnrnsitologieal importance; destruction of seals rru 
Vietoria; report on Koala Park; Live hare coursing; control 
of kangaroos, bandicoots, etc.; data on Lord Howe Island';· 
trade names for furs. The Curator of Mammals served on a. 
number of joint Departmental Committees, and on a Couuni'ttee 
for fauna\ parks and sanctuaries in the Australian Capital 
Territory. 

The visits to Australia of Dr. G. H. H. Tate (American 
M.useum of Natural History Expedition to Cape York), Dr. D. 
Johnson of the United States National Museum (Arnhem 
Land Expedition) and Mr. H. J. Coolidge of the Pacific Scien,ee 
Board provided valuable opportunities for discussion of 
mammal problems and conservation of native farmas .. 

Fishes. (G. P. Whitley in cl1arge.) 
Accessions included small coral reef fishes from New­

Caledonia (Dr. R. Catala); freshwater species from Coen 
distric~ <~ueensland, including a series of a unique sole (Messrs. 
J. L. Wassell a,nd R. Mackay) ; Western Australian species, 
inclutling several new records for the State (Dr. D. L. Ser- · 
venty); several species new to the New South Wales faUJJa 
()fessrs. J. C. Woore, A. D'Ombrain and T. H. Webb); some 
•·are Xew Zealand and Ohatham Island species (Dominion 
.Museum, Wellington, N.Z.); and some eels and gudgeons fron1 
the Allyn River. The .second l<nown specin1en of the Dise 
Dory, Pamdi?·et?llilM, was obtained by purchase. Some rare 
:-! ew Zealand Galaxiids and various Russian and European 
fishes (including Comephorus bclicalensis) were obtained by 
exchange. 

Duriug the year Mr. Wltitley spent three months on a 
fishery survey vessel of the Division of FU!heries, Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Resem·cb, in ;.Jew Guinea waters. In 
the com·sc of this sun•cy a large collcctiOll of the fishes was 
made and it is expected a rcpresentath•e series from this col­
lection "'ill later be recein•d at the Museum. 

.-\s opportunity offered, descriptions and figures of new or 
littlc known fishes were prepru·e<l for later publication. Papers 
published included "A new pipe·fisiJ from Queensland" (in 
('Onjmtt>tion with A. l''raser-Brunner) in the Records, ''Th., 
.Jonah Fish" in the Au.~/1'((/imz K(L/ura.lisl, 11nd ''A list of the 
fishes of Western .\nstralia" in the Westtn·n. .dttstralian 
P'islceriFs Bulletin. "Studies in Ichthyology, No. 14" was com­
pleted aud accepted for publication in the Reoal'its. 

Insects and Arachnu1s. (A. Musgrave in charge, and K. 0. 
McKeown; Naney B. Arlams, Assistant.) 

The most uuportnnt addjtiOJt was a large collection of 
insel'ts anti arachnids from Groote Eylandt and North Aus· 
trali:J m:lde bv l\Ir. J. E. Bray, a member of the American­
,\ustralinn At:nhem Lanfl Expeclitjou. A eolleetion of Tas· 
mauian inseets was made b~· :.\Ir. )[usgJ•IIve du1-i11g January 
wl•en h<' attend<'tl the meeting of the Australian and New 
Z<'alaud Association for the Ad1•ancement of Science. 

·rhe death of a lad 14 yeat·s of age nt Lane Ccl\'e, as the 
I'CRIIIl of a spider bite, led to :. flood of inquiries reg:.rdlng 
spicl('rs, and for about four months the clepartment was kept 
llu~\' iclenlifyinj:! spiders and :~nswering inquiries from the 
gen'eral public, the press, ancl broadcasting stations. 

Home spN:imens of the Goldfinch collt>ction of motlts showed 
Nigns of attack hy moulcl, possibly a result of the exceptionally 
humid eonditions prevailing during the early months cf 1949. 
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. d out on a number of groups, 
Revisionary work ~os ~abne. dae the Australian and Paeifie 

including the Auatrohan a om ' A tralian and Paeifie 
Islands HemipterR·Rotcr~ter.a, ~~3 

0 
u~nd the Australian 

Islands Gryllidao 1~ 11~. e!~~g~~h:phora wa~ examined and 
Noetuidae. The eo cc 1011 Mr MeKeown made some 
named by Mr. Tarlton ~ayn~ent. further paper on Australian 
progress in the preparation o a 
Ccramb••eidae. d b u A ' · .. prepare y ,,..r 

"A Catalogue of ~pidder~ otfh T~seU::a!' of the Queen Viot~ri~ 
Musgra\'C, was pubhshe lll e •'A new name 
Memori41 Museum Launceston. A short paper, b 

Li 'c b\'Cid " by K C McKeown, was pu . 
for an Austrn an er~w · I 'h B · l zoological Society of 
liahed in the Proceedtngs o t e oya 
New South Walel. . . 

Many entomologists from .Austr~a and. o\·erseas Vl~~~~ 
the department ond were ass1sted 1n a vanety of prob 
arising from their work. 

Sliells. (Joyco Allan in charge; D. F. :McMichael, Science 
Trainee.) . 

The number of requests for identification of shell collectl?ns 
showed a marked increase. They ca~e fr~m ~11 Austra ~~~ 
States as well ns from overseas, an.d tdent1ficat1on .and rep ) 
to the' accompanying in<tuirics occup1ed a large porttond. ?f ~~e 
time or tho officers. Some ro-arrnngemcnt was. cffecte tn. 1e 
storage of po1·tions of the reference and duplica.te collect1.ons 
and this w11l make those collections more readily access1ble 
than formerly. 

Amongst the institutions receiving assistance and advice 
were the Zoology Department of th~ Univcr~i~y of Sy.dncy, ~h.c 
School of Publie llcaltll and Trop1cal Medl~lDe,, var1ous d.IVt· 
sions ot the C.S.I.H., the Commonwealth Ftshenes 1-Iagazmc. 
Broadcasting Stations, th~ Econo1nic Branch of the Bank of 
New South Wales, and mrtous State Government Departments. 

Intcrcstin~ additions to the collection inclu~ed a . series o.f 
shells from Bikini Attol, received from the Snn!hsom~'ln ~ns.t.1· 
tution, and a specimen of the Giant Squid ~Arc?tteut~n~ ~trkt~) 
rceeh·cd through the courtesy of the Fishenes DtVIStOn of 
C.S.I.R. 

The attendance of Miss Allan at the Seve~tb Pacific Sci~~ce 
Congress in New Zealand in February proVlded opportumhes 
for discussion of conchological work with a number of O\·erseas 
workers as wc11 as for the examination of collections in New 
Zealand museums. 

The tin1o available for research was restricted on account 
of other :~ctivities but some progress was made with the work 
on Nudibrnnchia and planktonic Cephalopoda. Mr. C. F. 
Laseron, Ifonorary Correspondent, continued his work on 
.Rissoi<lae nnd Pyrumidellidae. 

Crustacea ana other Invertebrate Groups. (F. A. MeNeill in 
charge, and Elizabeth C. Pope, M.Se.; D. F. MeMichael, 
Science Trainee.) 

Additions to the collections included a large named collec· 
!ion of Parastnddne and Cirripedia (freshwater crayfish and 
prawns) from Mr. E. F. Rick; an abberant marine crayfish 
(Puerulu,y carinatus) trawled in 65 fathoms off Botany Bay, 
from Captain T. II. Webb; a Japanese species of crab 
(Acanthodcs armo.lus) from Mr. T. Radley, Port Macquarie; 
a lnrge collection of microslides of Bryozoa, from the estate 
of the late W. H. Wooster; o collection of American shore 
b:trnaetcs from lllr. F. Lee Rogers; a type series of llatworms, 
from Mr. P. Crowcroft; and four species of trawled ftatworms 
from Cnptain T. n. Webb of Bed Funnel Trawlers. 

Reorganization of the gallery exhibits on the southern wall 
of the Invcrtebr:tte Gallery was commenced, and this in\'Olved 
some considerable re-arrangement of the stored collections of 
corals and alcyonaria. 

A collection of De'cnpoda Crustacea from Brampton Island 
was identified for members of the Sydney University Bio· 
logical Society; sever:tl batches of commercial prawns (Penei­
dae) were examined for the Chief Fisheries Inspector, West 
Australin; corals and corn I reef fauna were identified for the 
Commonwealth Department of Information; and many requests 
for advice and help were attended to for the New South 
Wales Department of Agriculture, Fisheries Division of 
C.S.I.R., School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, 
the British Museum (Natural History), and the Commonwealth 
Bank. With the help of Mr. S. Hynd a number of obscure 
species of Macrura (prawns and shrimps) were examined and 
named. 

Mr. McNeill's work on the collection of Deeapoda Crustacea 
for the British Great Barrier Reef Expedition is approaching 
completion, about 150 species having been dealt with. Miss 
Pope was joint author, with Professor Dak.in and Miss I. 
Bennett, of an ecological paper published in the ..8.1tstra!io.n 
Journal of Scientific Research, and she contributed a paper 
on the results of that research to the Seventh Pacific Science 
Congress. She is also continuing her research work on Aus· 
tralian barnacles, having examined a eolleetion, lent by the 

Western Australian M~soum, ?" which a. report ~ now being 
repnred for publication. Mtss .Pop~ accomp~~1ed a part 
~rom the National Museum of V1ctona on a Vl81t to vario~ 
constat localities and so extended the range of her eoa&\fl 
ecological work. 

Minerals. (R. 0. Cha.lmers, A:S.T.C., in ehar!Ie; J. F. Lover. 
ing, Science Tratnee; Fnda Saehs, Ass1stant.) 

Two hundred nnd seventy·scve~ specimens added to the regU. 
tercd collection included matenal collected by Mr. Cbalmera 
at \'arious localities in ~ew South_ Wales and north-western 
Tasmania; a sllU\11 collecho~ of. spec1mens from Mrs. Andrews; 
and n llne specimen of eroc1dolite from Western Australia pre. 
sented by Australian Blue Asbestos Ltd. 

Specimens were recc~ved. by exchange f rom Mr. J. ~· Jobn. 
ston and Mr. J. N. rramer, and from the Czech National 
11usoum, Prague. 

'l'he radio·aetivc material in the collection was examined 
by a geophysicist from the qonunonwealth Bureau of Mineral 
Resources. Following on !Ius the Bureau arranged a pro· 
grnmnlil of field examination of New South Wales mining 
centres and Mr. Chalme1·s accompanied two geophysicists on 
this field work. 

Fluorescent lights wore jnstullecl over a number of the 
island cases in the mineral gallery. 

Numerous requests were l'CCch·cd for information, many of 
them dealing wtth gemstones. 

Rocb. (R. 0. Chalmcrs,. A.S.?-'.C., in ch.argc; J. F. Lovering, 
Science Truincc; .Fr1da Sachs, Ass1stant.) 

One hundred and sixty·eight specimens were rc!,ristered, the 
mo~t interesting additions being tektitcs from the Philippine 
Tslnnds and australitcs received from the South Australian 
:\luscum. Rock collections were made in central western Xew 
~outh Wales by Mr. J. F. Lo\'ering and in Tasmania and 
\'arious localities in New South Wales by .Mr. Chalmers. 

The main mass of the meteorite from Dorrigo was placed 
on clisplay, a sati~>faetory method of preser\'ation baring been 
de\·iscd. 

Scll'Ctecl spccimrns of A11tarctic d?lerites were s~ut ~o the 
Uni\'crsity of Tasmania, and austrahtes to the Uruvers1ty of 
Chicago for use in research work. 

One paper was published, '•'£he Wolf Creek Crater," by F. 
Ree,·c~ and R. 0. Chalmers, in the .Australian Journal of 
Soumcc . 

.li'ossils. (H. 0. Fletcbcr i111 charge.) 
Interesting additions acquired during the . year included 

Pcrmian insect remains from Bclmont, manne . an~ plant 
fossils from Permian hori~ons in the Gunnedab dts~nct, a~d 
a collection of the maril1c fauna of the Lower l\Ianne Scnes 
at Cranky Cot·ner, near Singleton. 'l'bere were also transfer~ed 
from the Mining Museum the collection. of Uppe~ Devoru:n 
fossil fish described by Professor E. S. Hills (Q.J.G.S., 193-), 
the holotype of Uro;;lllcnrs a.u.stratis Smith-Woodward fr~~ 
the Upper Coal l\leasures at Ltthgow, a_nd a large. eollccti:b· 
of Tertiary plants used by Baron \'Oil Ettmgshausen 111 descr ed 
ing the "Tcrtinry Flora of Australia" (1888). T!1e last-nam . 
collection ib being re-exnmined by Dr. 0. H. Selbng, of Stock 
holm. 

Sortin~t and cat:Jloguing of tho fossil. collections has ~~ 
continued. The complete trilobite collect10n has been e~et f 
and a list prepared or the type spi!cimens. A ~rge serlel:,. 
the Dielnsmidno has been checked and the foreign :~nd d re· 
tralian •rertiary 11pecimcus are now being sorted an 
arranged. 

Assistance was given to the Shire Council at WeUint~: 
in connection with the Wellington Caves. ~ popular ar arth 
wns prepared on the important fossils found Jn the ~a~e fe und 
deposits and enlarged photographs of extinct marsuplll s 0 to 
in the caves were provided for display at the entrance 
the Ca\'CS. 

. b f arch workers, Asststance wns rendered to a num er o rese. b . work. 
in some cases by loan of specimens for reference lD t elr 

. · "Silurinn 
Two papcu were completed for publicatu~n- . tho 

'l'rilobites from Borcnore, N.S.W." (to be publishe.~ no ~ 
Records) and "Pcrmian Fossils front New Zeal~n~ 8 rver). 
published as n Bulletin of the New Zealand Geol?g1ca uacbing 
A bibliographic index of Australian trilobites IS appr?' d out 
romplction and some preliminary work. bas been came and 
towards a revision of the Permian genera, . Cl•aano~Y4fossil 
Mcrismoptcria. Mr. E. F. Riek, who is work.mg on bli ebed in 
insects, completed a sbort paper which will be P0 8 

the Rcoords. 



Severn! visi~s were paid to tl~e Beacon Hill quarry at Brook· 
vale where, With the ~o-operatlOU of the men working in the 
quarry, excellent spccllllens of fish and insect remains were 
obtained. .Picld work was carried out in the Hunter Valley 
and at Cranky Corner in eompnny with officers of the New 
South Wales Geological Survey, and specimens were collected 
at a number of locn lities. 

..;fnthropology. (F. D. McCarthy in charge.) 
Among thl\ 3,37-1 accessions registered were the following:­

About 680 specimens from the Arnhem Land Expedition of 
1948, as well as an extensive collection of stone bone and 
shell i~plem~nts, nn? pigm~nts not yet registered;' 172 speci· 
mens, mcludmg a tine aenes of native musical instruments 
presented. by Mr. E. G. Donkin who collected them during a 
rece~t tr•p through Kenya,_ Tanganyika, Uganda, Nyanza, 
Belgum Congo and Rhodes1a; 186 specimens from Pacific 
Islands, from Captain F. J. Bayldon; a collection of musical 
instruments from Assam, from Sir lven Mackay · 2 rice· 
eultivat~on inst~umen~s used in Assam, f rom MT. C. R. Stonor; 
22 spec•mens, mcludlllg some fine sacred boards, collected in 
the Wessel Island~ by Dr. W. P. Groves; 19 specimens from 
Northern At~strnhn, from Mr. W. E. Harney; 24 Groote 
Eylandt specunens from Messrs. F. Gray and G. Witner; some 
tine whale's tooth pend:mts from Mrs. Gertz · and 11 Goulburn 
Island bArk paintings. ' 

Numerous stono implement collections were received in· 
eluding 814 specimens from four Victorian sites (Dr. R. M. 
Wishart); more than 400 Victorian implements bequeathed 
by the late W. D. Gillespie; small series from Merriwa (Mr. 
E. Hyam), Rob~rlson (Mr. E. E. Bunt), Ben Lomond, N.S.W. 
(Mr. J. St. Clatr Steel), Tasmania (Messrs. J. P. Bray and 
J. M. P. Bassett·Smith), Moonta, South Australia (Mr. H. K. 
Bartlet~, Moreton Island, Queensland (Mr. H. Kenna), Western 
Auatraha (Mr. J. Calaby), and various localities in New South 
Wales (Rev. A. J. Bnrrett and Miss N. Hunter). Mr. Me· 
Csrthy collected implements in Tasmania and at Munamarang, 
N.S.W. Sevcnte.en examples of a new type of stone implement 
from the Darhng Downs, Queensland were received from 
Mr. H. D. Mackay; a unique ston': figur~ of a lizard, ploughed 
~p at Mullaley, from Mr. V. Ellis; and a unique cylindrical 
lDlple~ent collected near the Adelaide River, N.T., from 
Captain W. Murphy. A small collection, including a fine pearl­
shell pballocrypt, was purchased from Mrs. H. Basedow. 

Rearrangements were made in the storage of the Teference 
coll~c~ions and, on account of the growth of these collections, 
a~d1honal storage ea binets are needed. These however are 
difficuJt to obtain under existing shortages of 'materials: 

Mr. Mc~arthy resumed duty at the Museum on 24th Novem· 
ber, on h1s return from the Scienti1ic Expedition to Arnhem 
Land. T~e archaeological collection made by the Expedition 
was classlfic<l and notes were compiled for a report to be 
prepared in collaboration ,,;th Mr. F. M. Setzler, of the United 
States National Museum, also a member of the Expedition. 
Othe~ reports, two of ~~·hich (dealing with string-figures secured 
at Yurkala1 and the hfe of a group of bush-dwelling natives) 
wer~ practically completed, are to be incorporated in the 
offictal reports of the Expedition, to be pubHshed by the Com­
monwealth Government. 

A .Pa~cl' ~n "Prehistoric Cultures of Australia" is awaiting 
publication m Oceania, and "Records of the Rock Engravings 
of the Sydne.v District, No. 3!).40" appeared in Mankind. 

Mr. McCarthy examined stone imp1ements in the Museums 
at Hobart and Launceston and in the private collections of 
Mess~s. Maning and :Meston, and also visited several native 
camp~ng·grounds and workshops, and sites of rock engravings. 
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J nlorcsting inquiries included those from Ealing Studios 
for information nnd specimens in connection with the aboriginal 
scenes in their film "Bitter Springs"; Dr. Boorman, in con· 
uection with our bow and arrow collection; Commonwealth 
Department of Information on Egyptian specimens for use 
in a film. 

..\'umis111atics. (F. D. McCarthy in charge; G. C. Heyde, 
Honorary Numismatist.) 

Mr. lleydc continued his work on the re·classification of 
Australian tokens in preparation of a catalogue of this series. 
He also rendered valuable assistance in dealing with the many 
requests for information about coins. 

Accessions totalled 34, aud included a complete series of 
King Oeorge VI coronation coins bequeathed by the late 
D. Bntey. Notification was received that the late Dr. C. Gordon 
MacLcod had beqtteathed to the Museum his collection of 
coins, which includes an extensive series of gold coins, and 
when received will probably be the most important single 
acquisition added to the Nwnismatic collection. 

Department of Prepa1·al'ion. (J. Kingsley, Preparator·in· 
charge; W. Bames and G. Binsted, Assistant Preparators.) 

During the year 56 mammal skins and 65 bird skins were 
prepared, 55 birds mounted, 1 fish skeleton prepared, 54 skulls 
prepared, 120 moulds and 62 ca&ts prepared, and 5 fish casts 
and 1 model coloured. Photographic work included preparation 
of 186 negatives, 1,451 prints and 265 lantern elides, mounting 
of 181 priuts, antl processing of thirty-seveu 35-mm. films. 
Miscellaneous work included preparation of labels, bleaching 
of coral specimens and giving attention to the accumulation 
of process blocks. An exhibit from the West Maitland Museum, 
comprising 107 birds and 2 mammals, was repaired and 
redesigned. The background structure for the Black Cockatoo 
group was completed, and accessory material and birds were 
collected on a field trip to the Upper Allyn River. The New 
Guinea Ravi group was completely O\'erhauled and renovated. 

During the y<:nr Mr. R. Gaven, Cadet Preparator, resigned, 
and Messrs. J. Bceman nnd N. Camps were appointed as Cadet 
Prepa ra tors. 

Accessions for the year 1948-49 totalled:-

Vertebrata 
Invertebrata 
Geological 
Ethnological 
Miscellaneous 

1,195 
2,424 

613 
3,408 

623 

8,263 

Pnpc1·s nnd articles published during the year totalled :­
Records of the Australian Mttseum . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Australian Museum Magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 
Other Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

The Common Seal of the Museum was hereunto affixed by 
Order of the Board this eleventh day of October, 1949. 

H. B. MA THEWS, President. 

A. B. WALKO~, Director. 
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APPE NDIX A. 

T T~· Au-· •u.N Muszuv AT 30TB JuNz, 1949 ausTBJ:s or ~ 17 ........ 

Crown Trustee ... • •• · · • • • 

Statutory ...... . ....... • · 

Appointrd ... . • . .•. . •• • · · 

~h'Clive .. . . . .• .. • • • • • •• 

H. B. Matbewe, B.A. 

His Honour the Chief Justice. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretar y. 
The Hon. the At torney-General. 
The Hon. the Colonial Treasur er . 
The Auditor-General. 
The P resident of the Medical Board. 

The Hon. the President of the Legislative Cuuneil. 
The Crown Solicitor. 
The Surveyor-General and Chief Su"eyor. 
The Hon. the Minitter for Works. 
Tbe Hon. the Minister for Education. 

Professor A. N. St. G. Burkitt, M.B., B .Se. 
P rofessor W. J. Dakin, D.Sc. 
Frank B. Spencer. 
0. G. Vickery, B.E., M.I.E. (Aust.). 
Wallace C. Wurth, C.M.G., LL.B. ~ 
Professor A. P. Elkin, M.A., Ph.D. 
F. McDowell. 
R. J. Noble, M.Sc., B.Sc.Agr. , P h.D. 
E. J . Kenny, M.Aust. I .M.M. 
F. L. 8. Bell1 M.A., F.R.A.I. 
Frank W. Hill. 

APPENDI X B. 

THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM. 

Summarised Statement of Receipts and Pa.yments for the Yea.r ended 30th J une, 19, 9. 

REOE!l'TS. 
£ s. d. 

Pa.ntENTS. 
£ s. tl. 

~ppropriation Account:-
To Treasury Appropriations ......................... .. 26,452 0 0 By Salaries, etc. . ...................... . 

Superannuation Contributions 
Workers' Compensation In-

21,616 4 5 
2,996 12 5 

!l'rv&Uu' Account :­
To Statutory Endowment 

Proceeds of Sale of Common­
wealth Inscribed Stock, 
Vickery Bequest A/ C ..... . 

Vickery Bequest Savings Bank 
A/C Transferred .............. . 

Sales of Publications ... ...... .. . 
Donations ....................... . 
Interest ....................... ... . 
Misoelll!olleous Receipts ........ . 

£ a. d. 
1,000 0 0 

403 0 0 

186 7 8 
441 12 9 
884 14 10 
164 6 6 
19 fi 1 

surance ......................... .. 94 3 7 
Inaurance on Departmental 

Property ....................... . 
Maintenance, Repairs, Altera-

tions, etc ....................... .. 

290 18 4 

68 14 0 
Travelling_ Expenses ........... . 
Freight, Cartage and Packing .. . 
Books, Periodicals and Papers .. . 
Fees, Commissions, etc. . ....... . 

83 2 5 
89 19 5 

250 6 9 
52 2 0 

Laundry Expenses ......... .... .. 
P ostal, Telegraphic and Tele· 

phonic Service ................. . 
Stores, Provisions, Minor Plant, 

etc ................................. . 

35 8 0 

85 2 7 

773 12 11 
Sundries ......... ............... .. .. .. 15 13 2 

522 4 5 
9 4 0 

193 0 7 
27 15 7 

278 19 3 
1,770 1 0 

238 2 4 

By Printing and Publiahing 
Magazines ....................... . 

~~: E~;~··(o~~~i 
Repairs to Truck ................ .. 
Bla.ck Cockatoo Group ........ . 
Stamp Cabinets ...... ..... ... ... . 
Stores and Services .............. . 

----- 3,098 6 10 Publication Sales Paid to 
24 11 0 

15 1 5 
11 17 11 

Treasury ....................... . 
Postage Receipts Paid to 

Treasury ....................... . 
Miscellaneous Expenses ........ . 

.Bol4f!Uf a4 at ht J uly, 1948:- Bala~ as a~ 30th June, 1949 :-
Cash at Bank and on Hand ........ . 
I nveatmente .......................... . 

511 16 9 Cash at Bank and on B and......... 518 1 4 
5,412 1 6 I nvestments ... . ......... ..... ... ... .. . 5,413 6 3 

5,923 18 3 ---- -

£35,474 5 

8y.1ney: Alfred Henry PetLI!er, Government Prlnter- lnO. 

£ 8. d. 

26,4.52 0 0 

3,090 17 6 


