1877-8.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

@

POLICE DEPARTMENT.

(REPORT FOR 1877.)

Presented to Pacliament by Command.

The Inspector General of Police to The Principal Under Secretary.

Sir,

Police Department, Inspector General’s Office, Sydney, 29 January, 1878.

In accordance with the Police Regulations (clause 43), and in compllance with the Colonial

‘eeretary’s instrucetions conveyed in your circular letter of the 9th July, 1873, No. 71, I have the honor
{0 submit this my Annual Report of the working of this Department during the past year (1877).

The strength and distribution of the Police Force will be found in the tabulated statement A hereto

sunexed, in the form usually laid before Parliament.

Th(, number of vacancies which have occurred in the Force during the year has been larger than

any previous year, attributable probably to the greater attractions of other employment ;

many of the

men who resigned having alleged as a reason for their doing so that they could procure hettor paid employ

ment, and that the wages in the Police Service were inadequate for their support.

This T trust will be

romedied to some extent by granting a small lodging allowance to men unprovided with quarters (as

rocommended in my letter of the 21st August last, N

No. 77,867), and also by increasing the rate of travelling

allowance from 8s. to 4s. per diem, as aheldy 'xpploved, subject to the mecessary vote being passed by

Parliament.
The detail of vacancies is as follows :—
Resignations

Discharges

Dismissals
Deaths

Three Police Pensioners have also died during the year.
The following new Police Stations have been formed :—

DIsTRICT. STATION.
Mlet ool ame e s sl ot g batits Stanmore.
SIBTEATIETIET o b bocanonsan s oo GassIcossass Pudman’s Creek.

e e e el e e o e ('andelo.
IREESTEI. - oo con coin s eoe R O NS Moss Vale.

Bl s e ee TN s ses s e e A Gerringong.
WIEREETN: 1o iicoomer vt mnisie st mlmeis e St aiolea Louth.
INOTHh-BASEOIN. (v ok vy osiesuessntsmsisss sasns s Howe’s Valley.

e et e s R S s Gladstone.

R e Camden Haven.
North-western.......ovvervievonrecrneuenaenns Quirindi.

‘Warrah.

99 sessesessesiisicescsssscnasanenns

Several other new Stations have also been approved and are in progress of establishment, but
retarded by the difficulty in having the necessary buildings erected, and in prondlng other requisites, owing

to the adverse season.

A new Police District, which has been designated the Namoi District, comprising the undermentioned
Police Stations, has been formed for Departmental purposes, and placed in charge of Inspector Charles

Sanderson, with head quarters at Narrabri :—

Narrabri. Groodooga.
Boggabri. Yetman.
Wee Waa. Meroe.
Pilliga. Moree.
Walgett. ‘Warialda.

Bingera.

Baradine.

Mogil Mogil.
Tambar Springs, and
Coonabarabran.

Numerous applications for Police protection in the interior have been received, the consldera,tlon
of which stand over until the Estimates for the current year have been passed. -
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During the year T have been able to revise the book of Police Regulations, framed in accordance
with the Police Aet, appended to which are legal instructions to Constables to assist them in acquiring a
knowledge of their powers and duties, such instructions having been carefully compiled by Mr. District
Court Tudge Wilkinson. The Reﬁulatlons having now been approved by His 1 xccllency the Grovernor in
Council, will be distributed, and should prove of lrroa»t service to the members of the Force generally.

The very serious and protracted drmmht in several districts of the Colony has not only seriously
hindered the Police in the performance of their duties, but has made it a matter of extreme difficulty
increasoto maintain them in a state of efficiency, or to provide horse-flesh and forage, even at a large
dm the ordinary evpendlturo for the latter.

) Serious crime has, however, not been prevalent. The records show but a trifling increase in the
number of cases, chiefly under the head of Incendiarism, to which also I specially referred in my Report
for the year 1876.

1t may not be out of place here to refer to the pressing necessity which exists for the amendment
of the Licensed Publicans Act. It is notorious that licenses have been granted far in excess of the
legitimate requirements of the public, in some instances to persons whose characters were such as to
render it undesirable that they should hold publicans’ licenses, which were granted in the face of objections
lodged by the Police.

The substitution of a Licensing Board would in my opinion be productive of great improvement.
T think also that extended powers should be given to members of the Police Force (holding certain ranks)
empowering them to enter licensed houses, and that any amendment of the law should provide for the
cancellation of licenses, upon complaint to the Board that the holders had been convicted a certain
number of times of offences under the Act.

As regards Sunday trading, though I cannot say that I am in favour of the entire closing of
licensed houses on Sundays, I should be <Y1:Ld to see the offence of trading during prohibited hours dealt
with more severcly.

In 394 prosecutions in Sydney, for breaches of the Act in that respect during the past year, there
were 360 convietions, in 266 of which the fines inflicted were 10s. or under. It will be readily understood
that the profits by the sale of liquors throughout the Sunday would be sufficient to render the payment of
so small a fine a matter of little moment.

Upon referring to the Police reports of Inquests for the past year, I find that in 119 cases of
sudden or violent deaths, in which Inquests or Magisterial Inquiries have been held, the deaths were
immediately referable to the effects of intoxicating drink.

The conduct of the members of the Poliee “Force generally has been good, and making allowances
for the number of inexperienced men newly appointed to fill vacancies, there is I think no reason for
complaint of a want of zeal and efliciency in the Service.

I have, &c.,
EDMUND FOSBERY,
Inspector General of Police.
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Police Department,

Inspector General’s

Office,

Sydney, January, 1878.

[6d.]

EDMUND FOSBERY,
Inspector General of Police.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government I'rinter.—1878.




